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Two Inaugural Vagelos Chairs in Chemistry:
David Christianson & Michael Therien

SAS Dean
Samuel H. Preston
has announced the
inaugural holders
of two new chairs.
Dr. David W.
Christianson has
beennamedthein-
augural holder of
the Roy and Diana
Vagelos Profes-
sorship in Chem-
istry and Chemical
Biology and Dr.
Michael J. Therien
has been named
theinaugural holder of the AlanMacDiarmid
Endowed Term Chair in Chemistry.

Dr. Christianson joined the Department
of Chemistry as an assistant professor in
1988, was appointed full professor in 1996,
and held the Edmund and Louise Kahn En-
dowed Term Chair in the Natural Sciences
from 1999 to 2002. Before coming to Penn,
hewasapostdoctoral fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity, wherehealso earned A.B. and Ph.D.
degreesin 1983 and 1987, respectively. Heis
well known for hiswork in biological chem-
istry, focusing on the structure and function
of metal-requiring enzymes. In recent years,
his research has illuminated complex mo-
lecular mechanisms in the biosynthesis of
terpenes, a family of natural products that
includes menthol, cholesterol, and theantican-
cer drug Taxol. He has also discovered a new
metalloenzyme that plays a key role in the
chemistry of male and female sexual arousdl.

He has been named an Office of Naval
Research Young Investigator, an Alfred P.
Sloan Foundation Research Fellow, a Searle
Scholar, and a Camille and Henry Dreyfus
Teacher-Scholar. In 1999, he received the
Pfizer Award in Enzyme Chemistry fromthe
Biological Chemistry Division of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society. Dr. Christianson
teaches biochemistry and serves as an ad-
viser inthe Roy and DianaV agel os Scholars
Program for the Molecular Life Sciences.
The outstanding undergraduate students in
thisprogram comprisethe next generation of
biomedical scientists who will have a true
understanding of living systems at the mo-
lecular level.

This chair was created in 2002 by Dr. P.
Roy Vagelos, C'50, Hon'99, and his wife
DianaT.Vagelos. Dr. Vagel os, who majored
in chemistry as a Penn undergraduate, isthe
former chairman of the University’s Board
of Trusteesandtheretired chairman of Merck
& Co., Inc. Mrs. Vagelos is a former Over-
seer of the University of Pennsylvania Mu-
seum of Archaeology and Anthropology.

David Christianson

Dr. Therien hasbeen
amember of the Depart-
ment of Chemistry since
1990 and was appointed
full professor in 1997.
He received his under-
graduateeducationat St.
Andrews University
(Scotland) and the Uni-
versity of California, Los
Angeles, graduating
with aB.S. in 1982. He
was awarded his Ph.D.
from the University of
: . California, San Diego,
Michael Therien in1987,followingwhich
he spent three years at the California Institute of
Technology asan NIH Postdoctoral Research Fel-
low. Hiscurrent research interestsinclude probing
mechanisms in bioinorganic and bioorganic elec-
trontransfer reactions, synthesizing chromophores
and materials that display unusual optoelectronic
and nonlinear optical properties, introducing new
design concepts that will enable the control of
supramol ecul ar photophysical properties, and build-
ing new catalysts that activate and facilitate
multielectron redox reactions of small molecules.

Dr. Therien's previous honors have included
fellowships from the Dreyfus and Alfred P. Sloan
Foundations and young investigator awards from
the Journal of Porphyrins and Phthalocyanines,
the National Science Foundation, E.I. duPont de
Nemours, the Beckman Foundation, and the Searle
Scholars Program.

This chair was established by Dr. and Mrs.
Vagelosin 2002 (Almanac, January 29, 2002) in
honor of Nobel |aureateand Blanchard Professor of
Chemistry Dr. Alan MacDiarmid.

PRISM Week Now-April 6

PRISM Week celebrates and investigates
the plethora of religious groups on campus
by putting together programs, forums, dis-
cussions, and lectures to stimulate interest
and discussion throughout the entire Univer-
sity community. For a complete listing of
events see www.upenn.edu/chaplain.
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Affirmative Action Director:

Jeanne Arnold

President Judith
Rodin has announced
that JeanneArnold has
been appointed Ex-
ecutive Director for
the Office of Affir-
mative Action and
Equal Opportunity
Programs.

Ms. Arnold suc-
ceeds Valerie Hayes,
who left Penn to be-
come Director of the
Equal Opportunity
Office and Special
Advisor to the Pro-
vost at Yale University.

“In her new position, Jeannewill continuethe
University’s strategic goals of strengthening and
appreciating the diversity of its communities
throughitseducational, investigative, advisory and
complianceroles,” said President Rodin.

Ms. Arnold brings to the Office of Affirma-
tive Action and Equal Opportunity Programs a
wealth of experience in issues relating to cul-
tural diversity. No stranger to Penn, she has
served as Director of the African-American Re-
source Center for the last eight years, where she
oversaw the devel opment and i mplementation of
advocacy, counseling, consultation and program
initiatives, with a special emphasis on the reso-
lution of workplace issues. She has provided in-
valuable advice to the President, Provost and
Executive Vice President on a variety of issues
and has served as a mediator with faculty, staff
and students. A graduate of Penn’s School of
Social Work, Ms. Arnold currently holds an ad-
junct faculty appointment in the school.

Prior to joining Penn, Ms. Arnold served as
both Director of Human Resources and Commu-
nity Relations and Director of Center Services for
the Crime Prevention Association. There she fos-
tered excellent community relations through work
with center advisory councilsand collaborationwith
agencies and served as liaison to the United Way
and the Personnel Committee of theagency’sBoard
of Directors. Ms. Arnold has also worked as Chief
of Servicesfor the Navy Family Services Centers
in Hampton Roads, where she supervised eight de-
partments and planned and implemented market-
ing and quality control strategies.

Ms. Arnold’s professional accomplishments
are complemented by her dedication to the com-
munity. In addition to many years of experience
asasocia worker, Ms. Arnold has served on sev-
eral community boards, including the Associa-
tion of Black Women in Higher Education, St.
Mary’s Family Respite Center Board, and the
Episcopal Community Services Board.

Ms. Arnold will assume her position June 9
to alow for asmooth transition. A search for her
replacement as the Director of the University’s
African-American Resource Center will com-
mence immediately.
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