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Humphrey Professor: Dr. Diamond
The School of En-

gineering and Applied 
Science is pleased to 
announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. Scott L. Di-
amond as the Arthur E. 
Humphrey Professor of 
Chemical and Biomolec-
ular Engineering. 

Dr. Diamond re-
ceived his bachelorʼs 
degree in chemical en-
gineering in 1986 from 
Cornell University and 
his Ph.D. from Rice University in 1990. He 
taught at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo before joining the faculty of Penn Engi-
neering in 1997. 

Dr. Diamond researches cardiovascular ther-
apeutic technologies in several key areas: mech-
anobiology, blood clot dissolving therapies, 
blood coagulation, drug discovery, and nonviral 
gene therapy. He published in Science his sem-
inal discovery that fluid shear stress, instead of 
a biochemical signal, could control the genetic 
program of a living cell. As an expert in throm-
bolytic simulation, Dr. Diamondʼs contributions 
are widely recognized in the pharmaceutical 
and device industries. Also, he discovered the 
use of nonclassical nuclear localization signals 
for enhancing DNA-based therapies for nondi-
viding cells. 

His laboratory has advanced chemical and 
biomolecular engineering methods with more 
than $6 million in research funding from the 
American Heart Association, National Institutes 
of Health, and the National Science Foundation. 
He has produced over 70 publications and pat-
ents. He has served on advisory committees to 
NSF, NIH, AHA, and NASA, and has consulted 
extensively for industry and government. 

He is the recipient of the NSF Nation-
al Young Investigator Award, the NIH FIRST 
Award, the 1999 American Heart Association 
Established Investigator Award, and the 1999 
Allan P. Colburn Award, the highest distinc-
tion given by the American Institute of Chem-
ical Engineers for publication accomplishment 
by a member under the age of 35. 

Dr. Diamond is the Director of the Penn Bio-
technology Masters Program, one of the largest 
in the country with more than 120 students. Dr. 
Diamond also serves as associate director of the 
Institute for Medicine and Engineering. 
 Dr. Diamond is the inaugural recipient of the 
Arthur E. Humphrey Chair. The chair was estab-
lished to honor Dr. Humphrey by his former stu-
dents at Penn in recognition of his pioneering role 
in the field of biochemical engineering. Dr. Hum-
phrey served as dean of the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science from 1972 to 1980.

Scott Diamond

The Wharton School recently announced 
the successful completion of the Campaign for 
Sustained Leadership, a $425 million fund-rais-
ing initiative, launched in June 1996, and com-
pleted in June 2003. A total of $445,774,603 
was raised, completing the largest campaign in 
business school history. The original campaign 
goal of $350 million was raised to $425 million 
following a successful “quiet phase.”

In addition to the participation of 23,161 do-
nors in the campaign, 86 percent of the Schoolʼs 
faculty contributed more than $750,000, and a 
record 98 percent of the MBA Class of 2003—

Largest Fund-raising Campaign in Business School History: 
Over $445 Million at Campaignʼs Completion

757 individuals from 59 countries—gave near-
ly half a million dollars for an unrestricted class 
gift to The Wharton Fund. The 98 percent par-
ticipation rate is the highest for any business 
school of comparable size. 

“What Iʼm really proud about is that this was 
a community effort,” said Dr. Patrick Harker, 
dean of the Wharton School. “The alumni step-
ping forward, the students with the class gifts, 
and the faculty felt so committed to the School 
that they gave back. That is the most heart-

(continued on page 2)

SAS Dean Samuel H. 
Preston is pleased to an-
nounce that associate pro-
fessor of physics and as-
tronomy Dr. Mark Devlin, 
and associate professor of 
psychology Dr. Sharon 
Thompson-Schill, have 
been appointed Class of 
1965 Term Professors in 
the School of Arts and 
Sciences.  

Dr. Devlin joined the de-
partment of physics and astronomy in 1996 as 
assistant professor before his promotion to as-
sociate professor in 2000. He holds a B.A. from 
the University of Wisconsin and M.S. and Ph.D. 
from the University of California at Berkeley.   

In addition to serving as a member of the as-
trophysics group, Dr. Devlin is a project lead-
er in Pennʼs experimental cosmology group, 
which studies the cosmic microwave back-
ground (CMB) providing evidence for the Big 
Bang theory. He is specifically interested in 
measuring temperature fluctuations in the CMB 
on different angular scales to determine the 
mass of the universe. Dr. Devlin has led the de-
velopment of groundbreaking instruments such 
as the Mobile Anisotropy Telescope (MAT) and 
the Penn Bolometer Array (PBA) to advance the 
scholarship of the CMB. 

As one of the principal researchers in the Bal-
loon-borne Large Aperture Telescope (BLAST) 
project, Dr. Devlin is the leader of a six-univer-
sity collaboration addressing cosmological and 
Galactic questions on the formation and evo-
lution of stars, galaxies, and clusters. Recent-
ly, BLAST was transported to NASA̓ s National 
Scientific Balloon Facility in Fort Sumner, New 
Mexico, for its first test flight. Earlier this year, 
Dr. Devlin and his colleagues submitted their 
work on this innovative project for publication 
in Advances in Space Research.

Dr. Devlinʼs pioneering research has earned 
him a National Science Foundation Early Career 

Development Award 
and a Sloan Foundation 
Fellowship, which sup-
ports promising young 
scholars in the scientif-
ic community. His work 
has been published in 
Astronomical Journal, 
Astrophysical Journal, 
and IEEE Transactions 
on Nuclear Science.

Dr. Thompson-Schill 
came to Penn in 1996 
after earning her B.A. 

in psychology from Davidson College and her 
Ph.D. in psychology from Stanford Universi-
ty. She was a postdoctoral fellow in psychology 
and neurology at Penn until 1999, when she was 
appointed to assistant professor of psychology. 
She was promoted to associate professor earlier 
this year and has taught cognitive neuroscience 
since she came to the University.  

In addition to her appointment in the de-
partment of psychology, Dr. Thompson-Schill 
serves as associate professor of psychology in 
neurology in the School of Medicine and is a 
member of the Center for Cognitive Neurosci-
ence (CCN), Institute for Research in Cognitive 
Science (IRCS), and Institute for Neurological 
Science (INS).  

Dr. Thompson-Schillʼs areas of interest in-
clude neural bases of cognition with an em-
phasis on conceptual knowledge, memory, and 
language. Her current work involves brain im-

Class of 1965 Term Chairs: Dr. Devlin and Dr. Thompson-Schill 

(continued on page 3)

Mark Devlin Sharon 
Thompson-Schill
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Deaths

To Report A Death: Almanac appreciates be-
ing informed of the deaths of current and former 
faculty and staff members, students, and other 
members of the University community. 
 However, notices of alumni deaths should be 
directed to the Alumni Records Office at Room 
545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 or record
@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

warming part, how the entire community came 
together and made this a success.”

Campaign highlights include:
Raised total of $445,774,603
• $143.4M for facilities

Built Jon M. Huntsman Hall, a world-class  
324,000-square-foot educational facility

• $127.2M for academic programs
Created six research centers and programs, 
including the Jay H. Baker Retailing Initia-
tive; the William and Phyllis Mack Center for 
Technological Innovation; the Carol and Law-
rence Zicklin Center for Business Ethics Re-
search; the Samuel Zell and Robert Lurie Real 
Estate Center; the Alfred P. West Jr. Learning 
Lab  and the Goergen Entrepreneurial Man-
agement Program

• $84.4M for faculty support and research
  Created 26 endowed professorships
• $47.2M for student financial aid

Created 29 endowed MBA scholarships and 
fellowships (16 term)
Created 145 endowed Undergraduate 
scholarships (12 term)

• $43.5M for unrestricted and other gifts
Launched Wharton West in San Francisco
Created Alliance with INSEAD

“A good campaign raises a lot of money; a 
great campaign transforms an institution,” said 
Steve Oliveira, associate dean for External Af-
fairs. “This campaign has transformed Whar-
ton, and it succeeded because of the broad par-
ticipation of the whole community, with gifts 
large and small. It was this level of grassroots 
enthusiasm and energy that allowed Wharton to 
ʻdefy gravity  ̓ by raising the most funds in its 
history during one of the most challenging eco-
nomic periods in recent memory. This momen-
tum across the entire community was so great 
that that we received $15 million during the last 
10 days of the campaign alone—with only two 
gifts above $1 million. This was a watershed 
moment for the School.”

Thirty-five percent of the dollars raised came 
from MBA alumni, which was the highest par-
ticipation rate in the Schoolʼs history. Thirty-
two percent came from undergraduate alumni, 
18 percent from corporations and foundations, 
and 15 percent from other individuals. The larg-
est single gift of the campaign and largest in 
school history—$40M—came from Wharton 
Board of Overseers  ̓ Chairman Jon M. Hunts-
man, a 1959 graduate of Whartonʼs Undergrad-
uate Program, and chairman and CEO of the 
Huntsman Corporation.

As part of the Campaign, Wharton Connect 
alumni events were initiated in 2001 to engage 
alumni around the world. Fifty such events were 
held in the past two years in cities across four 
continents. 

“The campaign has enabled us to continue 
to fulfill our mission—to create the future busi-
ness leaders of the world, with facilities, faculty, 
and student support—not only to reach out to the 
world but to enable the world to come to Whar-
ton and study,” Dr. Harker said. “One of the great 
things we accomplished in the campaign beyond 
the financial support, probably the most important 
thing, was reconnecting to our alumni around the 
world and getting them involved in the life of the 
School. That has been the most rewarding part of 
the campaign, seeing city by city the alumni get-
ting reenergized and reconnected.” 

(continued from page 1)

Completion of Whartonʼs Campaign

Ms. Hipp, College Houses
Ms. Letitia D. L. Hipp, administrative assis-

tant for the Office of College Houses and Ac-
ademic Services, died on September 29, at the 
age of 56.

Ms. Hipp joined Penn in 1989 as a secre-
tary in the Office of Residential Living. She 
transferred to her most recent position in 1997 
where she worked as an administrative assistant 
in the  College House offices. She was a partici-
pant in community programs including Women 
of Color Day, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Com-
memorative celebrations, and Pennʼs Work-
place Mentoring Program. She also spearhead-
ed a Christmas toy and clothing drive for Saint 
Maryʼs Family Respite Center.

She is survived by her daughter, Dedoriad 
Servance; and two sons.

Mrs. Koether, 
Board of Trustees Vice Chairwoman

Mrs. Natalie Koether, Board of Trustees 
Vice Chairwoman, 
died on October 3, 
at the age of 63, of 
heart failure.

Mrs. Koether, a 
Penn alumna, grad-
uated from Pennʼs 
College for Women 
in 1961, and received 
her law degree in 
1965 from Pennʼs 
Law School. After 
Law School, she be-
came the first female 
lawyer at Morgan 
Lewis and Bochius. She then established the 
firm of Koether and Harris, which became Ko-
ether, Harris and Hoffman and then Keck Mahin 
Cate in New York City.  She was the partner-in-
charge until she left the firm in 1994. 

Mrs. Koether became president of Pure 
World Inc., in Hackensack, NJ,  in 1995 and 
served as an executive with Kent Financial Ser-
vices of Bedminster and counsel to the New 
York law firm of KMZ Rosenman.

Mrs. Koether had served the University in 
many capacities since she graduated. She had 
been a trustee since 1989, was Charter Trust-
ee & Vice Chair of the Board. She chaired the 
Academic Policy Committee until last year and 

chaired the Subcommittee on Proxy Voting. She 
was Chair Emerita for the Board of Overseers 
of the School of Arts and Sciences, and a for-
mer member of the Board of Overseers of the 
Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts. She 
was a founding member of the Trustees  ̓Coun-
cil of Penn Women and the University Commit-
tee for Undergraduate Financial Aid. 

In 1997, she established an endowed schol-
arship in SAS. In 1989, she endowed a chair in 
SAS in honor of her high school English teach-
er, the late Catherine Bryson (Edʼ22, Gʼ47).

She had supported a variety of other areas 
at the University, including the Law School and 
the Perelman Quadrangle.

She is survived by her husband Paul; a 
daughter Jennifer Healey; a sister, Marilyn To-
disco, and a grandchild.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that contri-
butions be sent to the Natalie I. Koether Schol-
arship Fund at the University of Pennsylvania, 
c/o Joanne Hanna, 633 Franklin Building, 3451 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6285.

A memorial service will be held on campus 
later this fall; details will be announced.

Natalie Koether

Dr. Stine, Dental School
Dr. John H. Stine, a retired assistant profes-

sor in the School of Dental Medicine, died on 
September 28, at the age of 91.

Dr. Stine was a 1934 graduate of the School 
of Dental Medicine and began teaching at Penn 
in 1935. He was an assistant professor of Oral 
Medicine until 1980. Additionally, he set up a 
private practice in Bryn Mawr which he moved 
to Villanova in the 1960s and maintained until 
he retired in 1988.  He also served in the Navy 
during the Korean War as part of the Dental 
Corps in Europe.

He is survived by nine grandchildren; and one 
brother. Memorial donations may be made to the 
University of Pennsylvania Oral Medicine Clin-
ic, 240 S. 40th St., Philadelphia, PA 19104.

Dr. Raymond Davis, Jr., the 2002 Nobel 
Prize winner in Physics, and research professor 
of physics at Penn,  along with Dr. John Bahcall, 
HON ʼ2000, a professor at Princeton, and Dr. 
Seymour Sack, retired from Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory, are this yearʼs win-
ners of the Enrico Fermi Award, a presidential 
award given for a lifetime of achievement in the 
field of nuclear energy.

Drs. Bahcall and Davis will receive the 
award for their research in neutrino physics.  

Dr. Sack will receive the award for his contri-
butions to national security.  

The winners will receive a gold medal and a 
citation signed by President Bush and Secretary of 
Energy Spencer Abraham. Dr. Sack will receive 
a $187,500 honorarium. Drs. Davis and Bahcall 
will share an award each receiving a $93,750 hon-
orarium.  

“The contributions these distinguished sci-
entists have made to understanding the world 
around us and to our national security are im-
mense,” Secretary Abraham said. “Their life-

Enrico Fermi Award: Dr. Raymond Davis and Dr. John Bahcall
time of innovative research follows in the tra-
dition of Enrico Fermi, the great scientist we 
commemorate with this award.” 

The citation for the award to Dr. Davis and 
Dr. Bahcall reads: “For their innovative research 
in astrophysics leading to a revolution in under-
standing the properties of the elusive neutrino, 
the lightest known particle with mass.” Dr. Bah-
call and Dr. Davis are the scientists most re-
sponsible for the field of solar neutrino physics 
and neutrino astronomy.  Dr. Bahcall, a theorist, 
and Dr. Davis, an experimentalist, helped to de-
termine that neutrinos have mass and that elec-
tron neutrinos oscillate into many “flavors” on 
their way from the sun to the earth.

Dr. Davis received his B.S. and M.S. degrees 
in chemistry from the University of Maryland 
and his Ph.D. degree from Yale. He began his 
career at Dow Chemical Co. He worked at Mon-
santo Chemical Company and from 1948-1984 
was a senior chemist at DOE s̓ Brookhaven Na-
tional Laboratory. In 1984, he became a research 
professor of physics at Penn. 
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The George M. OʼBrien Urology Research 
Center in the Division of Urology, School of 
Medicine, has been competitively renewed 
with increased funding by NIH for the next 
five years. The Division of Urology received 
this center grant from NIDDK under the direc-
torship of Dr. Samuel K. Chacko, professor of 
pathology at the School of Veterinary Medicine 
and Director of the Urology Research Center. 
This research program, Remodeling of Urinary 
Bladder Smooth Muscle in Outlet Obstruction, 
is one of only five OʼBrien Urology Research 
Centers.

 The other four centers are in the Urology 
Divisions at Harvard University, University of 
Wisconsin, University of Michigan, and Uni-
versity of Virginia.

According to Dr. Chacko, the OʼBrien award 
“will help provide an environment for inves-
tigators to apply state-of-the-art tools in cell 
and molecular biology to research related to 
the pathogenesis of urologic diseases.”  The re-
search program coordinates investigation of the 
cell/molecular basis of contractile dysfunctions 
which occur in bladder smooth muscle cells fol-
lowing bladder obstruction in small mammals.  
The changes seen in these animal models are 
similar to those seen in men with benign pros-
tatic hyperplasia (BPH)—a condition that af-
fects more than half of men in their sixties and 
as many as 90 percent in their seventies and 
eighties.  Dr. Alan J. Wein, chair of the Division 
of Urology said that this condition, which can 
lead to bladder dysfunction and incontinence, is 
a leading cause for institutionalization of the el-
derly and costs an estimated $10 billion a year.

The center is composed of faculty in the 
School of Medicine, School of Veterinary Med-
icine, and School of Dental Medicine, as well as 

investigators in Pediatric Urology at CHOP.  
Major studies at the Penn OʼBrien Urolo-

gy Research Center are 1) Extracellular matrix 
changes in response to obstruction (Dr. Edward 
Macarak of the School of Dental Medicine), 2) 
Effect of extracellular matrix and stretch on the 
expression of smooth muscle phenotype dur-
ing detrusor smooth muscle remodeling (Dr. 
Michael DiSanto of the School of Medicine), 
and 3) Cellular and molecular basis of detru-
sor contractility and bladder dysfunction in 
obstruction-induced detrusor remodeling (Dr. 
Chacko of the School of Veterinary Medicine & 
School of Medicine). Dr. Stephen Zderic of Pe-
diatric Urology will direct a core facility in the 
Abramson Research Laboratory at CHOP.

The OʼBrien Urology Research Center will 
also give two (2 year) grants annually ($60,000 
each per year) for Pilot & Feasibility studies re-
lated to cell/molecular basis of urologic diseases. 
These grants will provide seed money for studies 
on smooth muscle, epithelium or connective tissue 
in the lower urinary and male genital systems. 

Grants will be awarded on a competitive ba-
sis to new and established investigators in the 
basic science and clinical departments who are 
interested in focusing their research on basic 
science–oriented research in urology.  

The two initial pilot projects to be support-
ed are 1) Diminution of detrusor hypertrophy in 
outlet obstruction by inhibition of calcineurin 
pathway (Stephen Zderic of CHOP), and 

2) Phospholipase activation during blad-
der outlet obstruction (Edward LaBelle of the 
School of Veterinary Medicine & Drexel).  

Applications will be solicited for the 9/05 
start date in the near future. For information 
please contact Dr. Samuel K. Chacko (chackosk
@mail.med.upenn.edu).

$4.47 Million for George OʼBrien Urology Research Center 

 With the decreasing daily tempera-
tures, itʼs now time to prepare for the 
coming heating season by reviewing 
the Universityʼs energy conserva-
tion recommendations. Please 
follow these specific guidelines to 
begin conserving on a daily basis. 
To those employees who have par-
ticipated in the past, we thank you and 
encourage you to continue your efforts. 
Energy Conservation Recommendations:

• Set thermostats to the lowest comfortable 
level while at work and lower further when leav-
ing. Recommended temperatures are 68 degrees F 
for occupied spaces and 65 degrees F for unoccu-
pied spaces. Adjustments can be made for specific 
research needs. Selected air handling units will be 
shut down when buildings or areas they serve are 
unoccupied. We save about 5 percent for each de-
gree the thermostat is lowered. 

• Shut off lights, space heaters, computer 
monitors and other office or lab equipment when 
leaving. Consult your local support provider before 
shutting off any computers. 

• Keep doors and windows closed to minimize 
infiltration of cold air. Open blinds and shades to 
take advantage of the sunʼs warming. Notify Fa-
cilities Services at (215) 898-7208, of excessive 
drafts around windows or doors. 

• Remove items blocking fan coils, radiators 
and air distribution registers. 

• Notify Facilities Services at (215) 898-7208 

when any building or large space is unoc-
cupied or out of service. 

•  Report discomfort; do not assume 
it is a result of the energy conservation 
plan since it may be caused by a mal-
functioning building system that can 
be repaired. Some building systems 

may need re-calibrations. 
Meanwhile, Facilities Services, in 

cooperation with the Schools and Centers 
and the Office of Environmental Health and 

Radiation Safety (OEHRS), is monitoring and 
repairing air handling units, energy recovery 
systems, reheat systems, perimeter radiation, 
steam converters and heat exchangers. 

Crews are also working to eliminate campus/
building distribution system steam leaks, un-in-
sulated steam pipes and converters and to verify 
steam trap operations. OEHRS will assess the 
impact of these initiatives and recommend nec-
essary changes and improvements.  

Thank you for supporting the Universityʼs 
energy policies. Through past conservation ef-
forts, Penn has used a portion of the realized 
savings to purchase clean technology wind-gen-
erated power. Together, as one Penn community, 
we will continue to wisely and successfully 
manage our resources.    

— Omar Blaik, Senior Vice President 
Facilities & Real Estate Services                           

— Barry Hilts, Associate Vice President 
Facilities Administration 

Heating Season Energy Conservation Policy: Reminder 

aging of volunteers performing complex cogni-
tive tasks as well as investigations of impaired 
cognition in patients suffering brain injury as a 
result of stroke or disease. The leader of sever-
al ongoing laboratory projects, she is currently 
overseeing research on visual knowledge in the 
congenitally blind; language processing in bilin-
gual speakers; neural systems that help regulate 
emotional reactions; visual imagery in normal 
and brain-damaged populations; and the rela-
tionship between short-term memory and lan-
guage. Along with primary support from the 
National Institute of Mental Health, Dr. Thomp-
son-Schill has received research grants from the 
McDonnell-Pew Program in Cognitive Neuro-
science, National Institute on Aging, and Na-
tional Science Foundation.  

Dr. Thompson-Schill is the recipient of nu-
merous honors including the National Sci-
ence Foundationʼs Professional Opportunities 
for Women in Research and Education Award, 
Searle Scholars Award, and Young Investigator 
Award from the Cognitive Neuroscience Society. 
She was also listed in the Undergraduate Course 
Guide s̓ “Professors Hall of Fame” in 2001. 

In addition to co-authoring a preparation 
book for the Graduate Record Examination 
(GRE) in psychology, she has contributed to 
scholarly publications such as Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Science, Neuron, and 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, 
Memory and Cognition.  

Her commitment to the University includes 
active involvement in educational initiatives 
for the psychology department, the neurosci-
ence graduate group, and the Provostʼs Strate-
gic Planning Committee.  She also serves as co-
director of the IRCS/CCN Summer Institute in 
Cognitive Science and Cognitive Neuroscience.  

The Class of 1965 Endowed Term Chair is 
one of five created by the Class in 1990. This 
unprecedented 25th Reunion class gift funded a 
chair for each of the four undergraduate schools 
and one in honor of the College for Women.  

(continued from page 1)
Class of 1965 Chair: Dr. Thompson-Schill

 The Center for Neurodegenerative Disease Re-
search will hold its 4th Annual Retreat on Novem-
ber 4 at the BRB II/III Auditorium. The retreat, or-
ganized by Dr. Virginia M.-Y. Lee, and Dr. John 
Q. Trojanowski, co-founders of Penn s̓ Center for 
Neurodegenerative Disease Research, is open to 
students, postdoctoral fellows, researchers, clini-
cians and technical staff at Penn and throughout the 
neuroscience research community.  
 This yearʼs topic will be Protein Misfold-
ing in Neurodegenerative Diseases with talks 
by Charles Glabe, University of California—Ir-
vine; Jeffery Kelly, The Scripps Research Insti-
tute; Paul Axelsen, Penn; Cecile Pickart, Johns 
Hopkins University; Philip Thomas, University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center; Richard 
Morimoto, Northwestern University; and Ed-
ward Lee, Penn. 
 The day-long retreat will also feature a 
poster session. The retreat is supported by the 
Penn Alzheimerʼs Disease Center (NIH/NIA), 
a Training Program in Age-Related Diseases 
(NIH/NIA), and Janssen Pharmaceutica. A full 
program and registration forms are available 
at www.uphs.upenn.edu/cndr/retreat.html or by 
calling (215) 662-4708 or (215) 662-4474.    
 The retreat will conclude with an award of 
$250 presented to the student or postdoctoral 
fellow with the “best poster”.  

Neurodegenerative Disease Retreat

http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/cndr/
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AARC: African American Resource Center, 
provides services, counseling, mediation, advo-
cacy and debriefings to any member of the Penn 
community, with a particular focus on those of 
African descent. 

ACASA: Ackoff Center for Advancement 
of Systems Approaches, a think-tank created in 
2000 by SEAS.

ACELA: La Asociacion Cultural de Estudi-
antes Latino Americanos, a student run organiza-
tion, established in 1947, based in La Casa Latina.

ARCH: Arts, Research and Culture House, 
located at 3601 Locust Walk, formerly known 
as the Christian Association before Penn pur-
chased the building in 1999; the name was se-
lected by a contest which attracted 250 entries. 

AWFA: Association of Women Faculty & 
Administrators, founded in the early 1960s to 
provide opportunities for women faculty and 
administrators to meet for intellectual exchange, 
information sharing and mutual support.

BEN: Business Enterprise Network, the 
suite of web-based applications that support 
University-wide financial functions.

CAPS: Counseling and Psychological Ser-
vices, provides professional services includ-
ing individual, group and couples counseling/
psychotherapy to students who are having per-
sonal, social, academic and career issues. 

CASI: Center for the Advanced Study of In-
dia, the only research institute in the U.S. fo-
cused on contemporary India.

CCPPR: Center for Childrenʼs Policy, Prac-
tice and Research, brings together scholars and 
professionals in law, medicine, and social work 
to protect childrenʼs rights.

CGS: College of General Studies, the continu-
ing studies and lifelong learning division of SAS.

CHANGES: Center for Health Achievement 
Neighborhood Growth & Ethnic Studies, estab-
lished at GSE in 1994.

CHOP: Childrenʼs Hospital of Philadelphia, 
the first hospital in the U.S. dedicated solely to 
the care of children, home to Pennʼs pediatric 
department.

CTT: Center for Technology Transfer, ob-

tains and manages patents, copyrights and trade-
marks derived from academic research.

CWiC: Communication Within the Curricu-
lum, a program that supports student speaking as 
a means of both communicating and learning.

DMD: Digital Media Design, a multifaceted/
multidisciplinary undergraduate program, based 
in SEAS, but with curriculum also from School of 
Design and Annenberg School. 

DP: The Daily Pennsylvanian, the indepen-
dent student newspaper, founded in 1885.

DRIA: Division of Recreation and Intercol-
legiate Athletics.

ENIAC: Electronic Numerical Integrator and 
Computer, gave birth to the Information Age in 
1946, is worth a walk to the Moore Building for 
a glimpse of the computer that is over 50 years 
old and still a tourist attraction.

FLASH: Facilitating Learning About Sexual 
Health, a student organization.

GAASAM: Graduate Association for Asian 
American Students & Studies.

GAPSA: Graduate and Professional Student 
Assembly, the University-wide student govern-
ment for graduate and professional students.

GET-UP: Graduate Employees Together-
University of Pennsylvania, a group in support 
of graduate employee unionization.

GIC: Greenfield Intercultural Center, an in-
tercultural resource center established in 1984 
to address the needs of Pennʼs increasingly di-
verse community.

GRASP Lab: General Robotics, Automa-
tion, Sensing and Perception lab, a multi-dis-
ciplinary research lab, founded in 1979 and 
housed in SEAS.

GSAC: Graduate Student Associations 
Council, represents students pursuing Ph.D. de-
grees and other graduate students in SAS.

GSE: Graduate School of Education.
GSFA: Graduate School of Fine Arts, now 

known as School of Design.
HR: Human Resources, the division dedi-

cated to the recruitment, employment, develop-
ment and retention of faculty and staff.

HUP: Hospital of the University of Penn-

sylvania.
IAA: International Affairs Association, orga-

nizes two annual conferences: ILMUNC, (Ivy 
League Model United Nations Conference) the 
premier model UN for high school students, 
hosted by Penn, celebrating its 20th anniversa-
ry January 29-February 1, 2004; and UPMUNC 
(University of Pennsylvania Model United Na-
tions Conference) for college students, found-
ed in 1967.

IAST: Institute for Advanced Science and 
Technology.

ICA: Institute of Contemporary Art, founded 
in 1963 at Penn, in its own building designed by 
Adele Naude Santos since 1990.

ILI: International Literacy Institute, estab-
lished in 1994 by UNESCO and Pennʼs GSE.

IME: Institute for Medicine and Engineer-
ing, established in 1996, with a focus on inter-
disciplinary research and education to advance 
the treatment of disease.

IRCS: Institute for Research in Cognitive 
Science, founded in 1990, fosters collaboration 
among departments in linguistics, mathematical 
logic, philosophy, psychology, computer sci-
ence and neuroscience.

ISC: Information Systems and Computing, 
Pennʼs central computing organization, which 
provides leadership, infrastructure, standards 
and services. 

ISTAR: Institute for Strategic Threat Analy-
sis and Response, created as a reaction to 9/11, 
to examine acute threats. 

LDI: Leonard Davis Institute of Health Eco-
nomics, a cooperative venture among Pennʼs 
schools of dentistry, medicine, nursing and 
Wharton; a center for health services research, 
health policy analysis and health care manage-
ment executive education.

LGBT Center: Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans-
gender Center, established in 1982, one of the 
oldest such centers in the country.

LIFE: Living Independently For Elders, a 
program of all-inclusive care to foster indepen-
dence and health, a healthcare service of the 
School of Nursing. 

All across America academicians and athletes alike are accustomed to an array of acronyms—
BA, BS, JD, MBA, MD, MSW, Ph.D., RN, AAUP, ACE, NCAA, NBA, NLF, NHL USTA—
and at Penn an abundance of acronyms abounds and confounds. 
For instance there is PennSTAR, ISTAR and STAAR. 

Below is an admittedly partial list of some of the many Penn acronyms, 
some have been around for decades and others are relatively new to the University.

A Primer of the Plethora of Penn Acronyms—From A to Z
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LRSM: Laboratory for Research on the 
Structure of Matter, the center for materials re-
search created to foster collaborative, interdisci-
plinary research.

LUCY: Loop through University City, SEP-
TA circulator bus, started in summer of 1999 in 
conjunction with UCD to provide free transit 
service to/from 30th Street Station for those af-
filiated with the local institutions.

MAP: Major Advising Program, a new re-
source for students in the College to sample oth-
er majors.

MASCA: Museum Applied Science Center for 
Archaeology, part of the University of Pennsylva-
nia Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology.

MMETS: Multi-Media and Educational 
Technology Services, an instructional technol-
ogy group that is part of SAS Computing and 
provides audio/visual support for academic and 
campus events.

NBC: New Bolton Center, a 680-acre cam-
pus located in Kennett Square, in Chester Coun-
ty—home of the School of Veterinary Medi-
cineʼs George D. Widener Hospital for Large 
Animals, a working dairy, swine facility, chick-
en coops, research labs and a farm.

NCAL: National Center on Adult Literacy, 
established at GSE in 1990 with a major grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education. 

NCOFF: National Center on Fathers and 
Families, an interdisciplinary policy research 
center established in 1994 at GSE to improve 
the well-being of children.

NSO: New Student Orientation, held at the 
beginning of the fall semester.

OCP: Orthodox Community at Penn, provides 
information for the Orthodox Jewish community. 

OPIM: Operations & Information Manage-
ment, a department in the Wharton School.

PACE: Programs for Awareness in Cultural 
Education, established in 1993 to facilitate dia-
logues across dimensions, at the Greenfield In-
tercultural Center.

PCC: Penn Childrenʼs Center, provides 
child care for children ages three months to five 
years, administered by Business Services, ac-
credited by NAEYC.

PENNCAP: Pennsylvania College Achieve-
ment Program, works closely with academically 

talented students, many from low-income or ed-
ucationally disadvantaged backgrounds.

PennSTAR: Penn Specialized Tertiary 
Aeromedical Response, the Penn Med helicop-
ters that go to accident scenes to rescue trauma 
victims and transport them to trauma centers, 
such as HUP, for specialized care; the service 
began in June 1988.

PFP: Pre-Freshman Program, a four-week 
academic experience prior to matriculation, pri-
marily for PENNCAP participants.

PFSNI: Penn Faculty and Staff for Neigh-
borhood Issues, an organization established in 
1993, drawn from Penn people who reside in the 
neighborhoods near campus.

PPSA: Penn Professional Staff Assembly, a 
network to serve administrative/technical staff.

PVN: Penn Video Network, closed-circuit ca-
ble television and special video event network.

PWC: Penn Womenʼs Center, founded in 
1973.

SAC: Student Activities Council, recogniz-
es, supervises and funds undergraduate activi-
ties, funded through the UA.

SAS: School of Arts and Sciences.
SCUE: Student Committee on Undergradu-

ate Education, the oldest existing branch of stu-
dent government, founded in 1965, works to en-
hance and expand curricular opportunities and 
quality of academic experience.

SEAS: School of Engineering and Applied 
Science.

SEC: Senate Executive Committee, the 
elected leadership of the Faculty Senate, repre-
senting faculty interests to the administration.

SEI: Scheie Eye Institute, serves as the de-
partment of ophthalmology of UPHS.

SFCU: Student Federal Credit Union, a non-
profit organization founded in 1987 by three 
Wharton MBA students; the largest student-run 
credit union in the nation.  

SNAP: Student Nurses at Penn, promotes 
participation in community service activities in 
the area of health care and serves as the Penn 
chapter of the Student Nurses Association of 
Pennsylvania (SNAP).

SPEC: Social Planning and Events Commit-
tee, part of Connaissance.

STAAR: Students Together Against Acquain-

tance Rape, a peer health program founded in the 
late 1980s, part of Office of Health Education.

STAB: Student Theatre Arts Board, the stu-
dent-elected representatives that serves as a link 
between the theatre arts students and the faculty.

UA: Undergraduate Assembly, responsible 
for advocacy of undergraduate issues to the ad-
ministraiton, consists of elected student officers.

UC: University Council, the University-
wide advisory body, wtih representatives from 
all of the major constituencies.

UCD: University City District, established 
by a partnership of University City institutions, 
businesses and community organizations in Au-
gust 1997, has worked to make the area clean-
er and safer and has also revitalized neighbor-
hoods and been a partner in city-wide events.

UMC: United Minorities Council, an inter-
racial student alliance which sponsors cultural 
and educational programs to promote cross-cul-
tural awareness.

UPHS: University of Pennsylvania Health 
System.

UPM: University of Pennsylvania Museum 
of Archaeology and Anthropology.

UPPD: University of Pennsylvania Police De-
partment, part of the Division of Public Safety.

UPS: Undergraduate Psychology Society, an 
organization of Penn students interested in ex-
ploring the field, sponsors events and publishes 
a journal, Perspectives in Psychology.

UTV-13: University Television, the student-
run station.

VPUL: Vice Provost for University Life, a 
division that nurtures the interests and aspira-
tions of Penn students through activities, re-
source and service centers. 

VSA: Vietnamese Students Association, to 
promote an appreciation for Vietnamese culture.

WGA: Wharton Graduate Association, the 
primary vehicle for coordinating and managing 
student activities and initiatives, both academic 
and extracurricular.

WPSA: Weekly-paid Professional Staff As-
sembly, formerly the A-3 Assembly, represent-
ing non-exempt and non-union employees.

ZBT: Zeta Beta Tau, fraternity founded in 
1898 at Columbia, Pennʼs chapter was founded in 
1907 and is the fourth oldest active chapter.
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Pennʼs Way 2004 
Raffle Prizes: 
Week Two
The Week Two deadline 
for eligibility is Friday, 
October 17, winners will 
be drawn on October 31.

Prizes are donated by the business or
organization at which they are valid, 
unless otherwise noted.

• Winner #1—One book of 10 passes for 
the Class of 1923 Ice Rink
• Winner #2—Two tickets to a perfor-
mance of Caroline Drury on December 
12 at the Annenberg Center
• Winner #3—4 prizes of one-hour court 
time at Levy Tennis Pavilion
• Winner #4—Family membership to 
the Morris Arboretum
• Winner #5—Family membership for 
the University of Pennsylvania Museum
• Winner #6—Certificate for two tickets 
to any perfomance during the 2003-2004 
season at the Arden Theatre
• Winner #7—Gift certificate for two for 
dinner at Penne
• Winner #8—Certificate for $60 at the 
White Dog and $15 at the Black Cat
NOTE: The Pennʼs Way return envelopes 
should be addressed to Pennʼs Way 2004, 
c/o Payroll, 310 Franklin Building/6284.

Get On Board Express Almanac
    Sign up to receive e-mail notification 

when we post 
breaking news 
between issues. 
Send an e-mail 
message with 
the word “sub-
scribe” as the 

Subject to almanac@pobox.upenn.edu 
and include you name, e-mail address 
and mailing address               —Ed.

Penn Credit Card Program–
Privacy Options 

The Penn Credit Card Program provides fac-
ulty, staff and students with a variety of cred-
it card options. To date, more than 20,000 stu-
dents, alumni, faculty and staff members have 
signed up for the credit card and we appreciate 
your support.  

The University and its partner, MBNA, are 
committed to protecting your personal informa-
tion, with strict parameters regarding the pro-
motion of the Penn Credit Card  Program. If you 
wish to be excluded from future marketing ef-
forts, you may submit your request at any time 
in one of two ways: 

•  Call 215-898-IDEA (you will be asked to 
provide your name, address and phone number)

• Complete the online form available at 
www.upenn.edu/optout

Thank you for supporting Penn through the 
Penn Credit Card Program.  

—Lee Nunery, 
Vice President, Business Services

Pennʼs Way Questions and Answers
This year, for the first time, you can contribute to Pennʼs Way online. 
Below are some of the questions and answers listed on the Pennʼs Way website. 
For more questions and answers see www.upenn.edu/pennsway/.

Q: What should I know before starting the Penn s̓ Way Online application? 
A: Know your PennKey and password combination. Note: This may differ from your e-

mail login. If you need help with your PennKey visit the PennKey website at www.upenn.edu/
computing/pennkey/. You may also ask your Local Service Provider (thatʼs your IT person)- 
if you donʼt know who that is, LSP listings are at www.upenn.edu/computing/view/support. 
Make sure you have the correct browser version loaded on your machine. Supported brows-
ers on a PC include  Netscape 7.0 (or higher) and IE 6 (or higher). On a Mac, you must have 
Netscape 7.0 (or higher) or IE 5.0 (or higher).
Note: If you are not using one of these versions, you will not be able use the application and 
will receive a message directing you to download one of the supported browser versions. 

You might want to have the organization codes you wish to contribute, but as long as you 
know a key word associated with the organizationʼs name you can use the search function 
once you log in.

Q: Why is my phone number wrong? 
A: The phone number listed in your Pennʼs Way Online contribution page is the phone 

number Payroll has on  file for you. If it is incorrect, please alert your Business Administrator. 
Please also change it in the text box on the contribution page. The format to change your tele-
phone number is xxx-xxx-xxxx. If you enter your campus phone number using 5 digits (start-
ing with 3, 8, 7 or 6), the application will transform the number into a Penn phone number. 

Q: Why isn t̓ the search box working? 
A: You must enter only one single keyword to search. Entering multiple words in the 

search criteria will result in no search results being returned. 
Q: How do I know what contribution code to enter? 
A: You can find the 5 digit code in the print booklet, then just type the code and the dol-

lar amount. You can also use the search function, just type a key word into the search box and 
click GO. To choose an organization from the search results, just click on its code number and 
it will fill in on your contribution page. 

If you would like your donation to be apportioned among all of the charities, just type UN-
DES as the contribution code. 

If you are contributing elsewhere and/or want to use the application just for entry in the 
raffle, do not enter any contribution codes or amounts; leave everything blank. Otherwise you 
will get an error message. 
Note: If you enter duplicate contribution codes for an organization—with different (or same) 
amounts—the application will combine the amounts into a single contribution for that orga-
nization, and will display accordingly as one contribution on the confirmation/summary & 
contribution page. If you do not enter any amount associated with a contribution  code, you 
will receive an error message, and will not be able to continue with the application.   

Q: Why does my department s̓ Penn s̓ Way volunteer keep asking me to participate? I 
swear I already filled out the Penn s̓ Way Online form. 

A: You must select ʻACCEPT  ̓on the summary page to record your participation. Failure 
to select the ʻACCEPT  ̓button, regardless of the payment method chosen, will result in your 
participation not being recorded. 

If your specific problem has not been addressed here and you have further ques-
tions or concerns regarding Pennʼs Way Online, please send your questions to 
pennsway@pobox.upenn.edu or call (215) 746-GIVE (4483).

Miroslav Vitous (left) will perform a 
solo-double bass concert on October 
18, at the Slought Foundation. 
Vitous has worked with jazz greats 
including Art Farmer, Miles Davis, 
Chick Corea, and Wayne Shorter. 
The concert coincides with the 
release of his 
new recording Universal 
Syncopations (ECM Records). 
Both concerts are sponsored by the 
Slought Foundtion. See MUSIC in 
Update October at Penn, next page.

Sunny Murray, (right) a master of free-jazz 
drumming, returns to Philadelphia to perform 
a concert on October15 with Khan Jamal and 
Sabir Mateen.  He has recorded with the likes 
of Archie Shepp, Jimmy Lyons and Charles 
Gayle.  See MUSIC in Update, next page.

mailto:almanac@pobox.upenn.edu
http://www.upenn.edu/optout
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The University of Pennsylvaniaʼs journal of record, opinion and 
news is published Tuesdays during the academic year, and as 
needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic editions 
on the Internet (accessible through the PennWeb) include HTML 
and Acrobat versions of the print edition, and interim information 
may be posted in electronic-only form. Guidelines for readers and 
contributors are available on request and online.
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Offi ce of Affi rmative Action, 3600 Chestnut Street, 2nd fl oor, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106 or (215) 898-6993 (Voice) or (215) 
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CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY
RESEARCH

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of classifi ed ad material.

•
To place a classifi ed ad, call (215) 898-5274.

Researchers at The Childrenʼs Hospital of 
Philadelphia are seeking families/individuals 
with high myopia (nearsightedness) to identify 
causal genes. High myopia may lead to blinding 
disorders such as retinal detachments, glau-
coma, macular degeneration and premature 
cataracts. Participants must have onset of 
myopia before 12 years of age, and refractive 
prescription of 5.00 diopters or more. A free 
examination may be provided if needed. Contact 
Mathew Green-Leibovitz at (215) 590-6828 or 
greenleibov@email.chop.edu.

Want To Lose Weight? The UPENN Weight 
and Eating Disorders Program is offering a 
2-year weight loss program beginning this Oc-
tober. Women aged 21-50 who are 50 or more 
pounds overweight (BMI 30-40) may be eligible. 
Please call Lauren at (215) 898-3184 to see if 
you qualify.

Women taking estrogen. The University of 
Pennsylvania Health System seeks volunteers 
for a bone density medical research study.  If 
you meet the following description, you may be 
eligible: Female, Ages 45-55, Taking estrogen 
or would like to take estrogen for menopausal 
symptoms. Contact: Helen Peachey at: (215) 
898-5664 or peacheyh@mail.med.upenn.edu.  
Volunteers are compensated.

Update
OCTOBER AT PENN

Deadlines: The deadline for the weekly Up-
date is each Tuesday, for the following Tues-
day s̓ issue. The deadline for November AT 
PENN is today October 14. For information, 
see www.upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-
real.html.

EXHIBIT
Metropolis; urban photography featuring Ra-

chel Mackow and Benjamin Tiven; Kelly Writers 
House; reception: October 28, 5:30 p.m. Through 
October 31.

FILMS
17 Bongoland; 7:30 p.m.; rm. G06, Huntsman 
Hall; $5; tickets on sale in MBA Café (African 
Studies Center; Film Studies Program).

Pastperfect; 9:30 p.m.; International House; $9; 
info.: www.ihousephilly.org/ (International House).
18 Italian Moon, American Sky: The Migration 
of Folklore from “Mal di Luna” to “Moonstruck”; 
includes welcoming remarks by Lorenzo Mott, 
Consul General of Italy of Philadelphia, introduc-
tion by Millicent Marcus, Director of the Center 
for Italian Studies, panel discussion, reception and 
screenings; 6 p.m.; International House (Center for 
Italian Studies; The Consulate General of Italy).

MUSIC
15 Live Concert with Sunny Murray Factor; free-
jazz drumming; 8 p.m.; Slought Foundation; $12; 
info.: http://slought.org (Slought Foundation).
18 Live Concert with Miroslav Vitous; solo dou-
ble-bass; 8 p.m.; Slought Foundation; $10; info.: 
http://slought.org (Slought Foundation).

ON STAGE
16 Viva El Flamenco; a small company of artists 
from Seville, Spain featuring dancers, guitarists 
and singers; 8 p.m.; International House; $15, $10/
students and seniors; info.: www.ihousephilly.org/
(American Friends of Flamenco; International 
House).

READING/SIGNING
18 Poetry & Empire: Post-Invasion Poetics; po-
etry readings featuring over two dozen poets; 8 
p.m.; ICA; rsvp rsvppostempire@writing.upenn.
edu (Creative Writing; Writers House, Center for 
Programs in Contemporary Writing). 

SPECIAL EVENT
18 Philadelphia Open Studio Tours (POST) Re-
ception; celebrate this yearʼs free studio tours; 
5 p.m.; ICA; info.: www.philaopenstudios.com/
(POST; ICA).

TALKS
17 Confronti; Beppe Severgnini, Italian journal-
ist; 4 p.m.; Carolyn Hoff Lynch Hall, Chemistry 
Bldg. (Center for Italian Studies; The Consulate 
General of Italy).

CORRECTION
The talk,  Latinos in the Media, has been resched-
uled for October 22 at 4 p.m. at the LGBT Center.

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for September 29 to October 5, 2003. Also reported were 31 Crimes Against Property (in-
cluding 29 thefts, 1 burglary and 1 auto theft). Full reports are on the Web (www.upenn.edu/almanac/v50/
n08/crimes.html). Prior weeksʼ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of September 29 to October 5, 
2003. The University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill 
River to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough 
and accurate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the op-
portunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public 
Safety at (215) 898-4482.

09/30/03 4:57 AM 399 S 34 St; Penn Tower Unauthorized male in area/Arrest
10/01/03 11:37 PM 51 N 39 St  Unauthorized male in area/Arrest
10/02/03 1:39 AM 4037 Baltimore Ave Male shot in leg with dart
10/02/03 12:09 PM 220 S 33 St; Towne Bldg Unauthorized male in building/Arrest
10/02/03 5:13 PM 4002 Chestnut St Female causing disturbance/Cited
10/04/03 11:27 PM 4100 Sansom St 3 males with gun and drugs/Arrests
10/05/03 3:42 AM 4045 Baltimore Ave Unknown person attempted to enter residence
10/05/03 10:29 PM 200 34 St  Male wanted on narcotics violation/Arrest

18th District Report
7 incidents and 1 arrest (including 4 aggravated assaults and 3 robberies) were reported between Sep-

tember 29 to October 5, 2003 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St. & Market St. to 
Woodland Ave.

09/29/03 12:52 AM 4925 Catherine St Robbery
10/01/03 11:43 PM 5132 Market St Robbery/Arrest
10/02/03 1:35 AM 4037 Baltimore Ave Aggravated Assault
10/03/03 2:20 AM 1400 Hanson St Aggravated Assault
10/03/03 2:20 AM 1400 Hanson St Aggravated Assault
10/04/03 2:25 AM 5100 Larchwood Ave Robbery
10/05/03 1:30 AM 5147 Cedar Ave Aggravated Assault

Want to help us learn more about sleep re-
search in children? Healthy children ages 2-18 
needed for an overnight, non-invasive sleep 
study at The Childrenʼs Hospital of Philadelphia. 
Please contact Brooke Bintliff, research coordi-
nator, at (267) 426-5089 for more information.

Upcoming Blood Drives
The University community is invit-

ed to donate blood at the one of the three 
upcoming Blood Drives on campus this 
month.  

Wednesday, October 15: 
Greek Life Challenge, 10:45 a.m.-5 p.m.
Houston Hall, Hall of Flags

Monday, October 20: 
Gregory/Stouffer/Dental,1:45-8:30 p.m.
Gregory College House, Piano Lounge

Tuesday, October 21: 
Engineering and Law, 
10:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
School of Law, Levy Conference Room
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Gaining Great Collections from the Civic Center Collection

Bill Wierzbowski, Assistant Keeper, American section, and Virginia 
Greene, Senior Conservator, open boxes of late 19th century 
material from Amur River, Siberia, part of the former Civic Center 
Museum materials that the University of Pennsylvania Museum is 
bringing into its collections. 
The shoes, (above, from left to right) are made of  cloth, fur and 
woven cedar.  The coat (below) is made of fi sh skin. 

For more pictures see www.upenn.edu/almanac/v50/n08/upm.html.

Move-in for the adopted collections was under the watchful eyes of 
two larger-than-life-size lions proudly looking on as the boxed 
artifacts were delivered to their new home at UPM.
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After a careful selection process that spanned ten months, collec-
tions staff from the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeol-
ogy and Anthropology, have chosen about 5,000 artifacts, once part of 
the former Civic Center Museum, to be accessioned into UPMʼs own 
holdings. The Museum worked with the City Representativeʼs Offi ce 
of Arts and Culture, the city department responsible for the disburse-
ment of the Civic Center collection, on this project. 

Signifi cant numbers of ethnographic materials from Africa, Ocea-
nia, the Americas and Asia, as well as archaeological materials from 
ancient Egypt, Paleolithic objects from Europe, and a few objects from 
the ancient Near East and the Mediterranean World, have been selected 
for inclusion in the collections. In addition, several dozen items  —dolls 
and some Native American tools—will be used by the Museumʼs Edu-
cation department for hands-on use in outreach programs.  

Trucks brought approximately 900 boxes with the selected artifacts 
on Monday and Tuesday, September 29 and 30—and collections staff 
and volunteers worked to move them in to temporary storage spaces 
in the Museum. The artifacts will be reviewed and accessioned in the 
coming months, a process that Museum staff anticipate will take about 
two years to complete. 

UPM is one of a number of Philadelphia cultural institutions which 
have, over the last decade, helped the City of Philadelphia, and the 
City Representativeʼs Offi ce of Arts and Culture, with the disburse-
ment of the approximately 25,000 piece Civic Center Museum col-
lection, following that city institutionʼs permanent closing in 1994. 
In selecting which artifacts to accept, from among the approximately 
17,000 artifacts remaining in a city warehouse, Museum staff fol-
lowed UPM accession policy that takes into account limited storage 
space, and calls for augmenting and enriching UPMʼs own collec-
tions, which include about one million artifacts. 

“Weʼre delighted to be able to serve our city by providing a good 
home to a fi ne collection of ʻorphaned  ̓Civic Center Museum arti-
facts,” said Dr. Jeremy A. Sabloff, UPMʼs Williams Director. 

“After processing the new acquisitions, we will have some won-
derful new pieces, and collections, to integrate into our collections 
for use in our exhibitions, traveling exhibitions, loan and research 
programs,” he noted. “Individual gems abound, but some of the won-
derful collections that will one day make great exhibitions include Amur 
River ethnographic material from Siberia, ethnographic collections from 
the Philippines and New Caledonia, costumes from Southeast Asia, and 
a rich array of materials from Madagascar, Somalia, Nigeria and north 
Africa.” 

Mr. Eugene Thompson, Public Art Director for the City of Phila-
delphia, expressed his appreciation to the Museum for the assistance it 
has given to the City in relocating the Civic Center Collection. 

The William Penn Foundation of Philadelphia provided the City 
with critically important funding to help complete the transfer of the 
5,000 Civic Center Museum objects to the UPM.


