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Dr. Alan M. 
Kelly, The Gil-
bert S. Kahn 
Dean of Vet-
erinary Medi-
cine  announced 
the appointment 
of three profes-
sors to endowed 
chairs. 

Dr. Ina Do-
brinski, associate 
professor of re-
production, has 
been appoint-
ed to the Mari-
on Dilly and Da-
vid George Jones 
Chair in Animal Reproduction. Dr. Dobrins-
ki holds a veterinary degree from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine in Hanover, Germany; an 
M.V.Sc. degree from the University of Saskatch-
ewan, Canada; and a Ph.D. in reproduction from 
Cornell University, and is board certifi ed by the 
American College of Theriogenologists. She is 
also the director of the Center for Animal Trans-
genesis and Germ Cell Research. Her laboratory 
focuses on male germ cell biology in domestic 
animals and non-human primates. One aspect of 
this work is the exploration of germ-line stem-
cell biology to develop a new approach to trans-
genesis in domestic animals through the manip-
ulation of the male germ line.

Dr. Lester Khoo, associate professor of aquat-
ic animal medicine, has been appointed the Rob-
ert R. Marshak Term Professor of Aquatic An-
imal Medicine and Pathology. Born in Singa-
pore, Lester Khoo left home in 1982 to begin 
his university studies abroad. In 1996, he com-
pleted training in a dual Ph.D. residency pro-
gram in aquatic immunology and anatomic pa-
thology at North Carolina State University. He 

Ina Dobrinski Lester Khoo

then served as assistant professor at Mississippi 
State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
and worked in the Fish Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Stoneville, Mississippi, which services the chan-
nel catfi sh farming industry in the Delta. Follow-
ing his appointment in 2000, as director of the 
Fish Diagnostic Laboratory in the Thad Cochran 
National Warmwater Aquaculture Center, he be-
came  the director of the AQUAVET® program.

Dr. Michaela Kristula, associate professor of 
medicine, has been appointed the new Frances 
Cheney Glover Director of Field Service Pro-
gram. Dr. Kristula graduated from the Virginia 
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Med-
icine in 1984. She completed an internship and 
residency in Field Service at Penn. In 1990 she 
received a masterʼs degree from Penn in com-
parative medical sciences, with an emphasis in 
epidemiology. Dr. Kristula joined the faculty in 
1992, and is currently the chief of Field Service. 
Her main areas of interest are dairy production 
medicine, bedding materials to prevent mastitis, 
and reproductive synchronization programs for 
dairy cows. 

Michaela Kristula

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Ad

di
so

n 
G

ea
ry

Three Chairs at the School of Veterinary Medicine

On September 16, middle and high school 
students will visit courthouses across the 
country to commemorate Constitution Day and 
talk with federal judges about the issues raised 
in a nationwide satellite broadcast featuring U.S. 
Supreme Court Justices Sandra Day OʼConnor 
and Stephen Breyer. 

During the program—sponsored by Pennʼs 
Annenberg Public Policy Center—educators 
and media groups and the sitting justices engage 
in a frank dialogue with Philadelphia-area 
students about interpreting and applying the 
Constitution, including timely questions about 
what it takes to overturn precedent and how 
this document allocates and balances powers 
between federal and state government.

“As our country grapples with the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina and the death of Chief 

Justice William Rehnquist, Constitution Day 
offers young people an opportunity to learn how 
a cornerstone of our democracy—the concept of 
federalism—shapes our lives,” said Dr. Kathleen 
Hall Jamieson, director of the Center. 

Nearly 1,200 educators and public offi cials 
have registered to use the pre-recorded program 
with the Supreme Court justices and the other 
free classroom-ready materials. In addition to 
the student-judge dialogues, secondary and 
higher education institutions are planning 
special classes, campus events and school- or 
district-wide broadcasts on September 16.  The 
Internet will also play a role, with students 
participating in interactive online sessions with 
judges and other public offi cials.

“Weʼre thrilled by the overwhelming interest 

Constitution Day: Student—Supreme Court Judge Dialogue 

(continued on page 2)

The Law School, working with the Philadel-
phia public school system, will send Penn Law 
Public Service Program students this fall into 
10 public high schools to teach a course in the 
essential elements of “constitutional literacy.” 
Law School Dean Michael A. Fitts said, “Un-
derstanding the Constitution should be an ex-
citing and illuminating rite of passage for all 
young people in Philadelphia, the birthplace of 
the Constitution.”   This program, the fi rst in 
Philadelphia to provide a comprehensive curric-
ulum to teach students about their rights and re-
sponsibilities under the Constitution, is an ex-
tension of Penn Lawʼs longstanding commit-
ment to law-related education in high schools. 
The Marshall-Brennan project was launched in 
1999 with the enthusiastic support of the wid-
ows of the late Justices Thurgood Marshall and 
William Brennan, who championed constitu-
tional education for all Americans. Mrs. Thur-
good Marshall will be an honored guest at the 
September 16 event to celebrate the inaugura-
tion of the Philadelphia program. 

“It is exciting to see Penn Law students and 
faculty reaching out to our students and equip-
ping them with the knowledge and understand-
ing necessary to become active citizens and 
defenders of their constitutional rights,” said 
James Nevels, chairman of the School Reform 
Commission. “As a Penn Law alum and a mem-
ber of its Board of Overseers, I am personally 
grateful and proud of Penn Lawʼs commitment 
to serving the children of Philadelphia. It is only 
in collaboration with our outstanding partners 
like the University of Pennsylvania Law School 
that we will be able to meet the challenges we 
face in public education.” 

“No greater gift can come from one of the 
nationʼs greatest legal institutions than the gift 
of constitutional knowledge,” said Paul Vallas, 
CEO of the School District of Philadelphia. “We 
are very grateful to the Marshall-Brennan Con-
stitutional Literacy Project for giving our stu-
dents the opportunity to learn from the fi nest le-
gal scholars.” 

The program kicks off on Constitution Day, 
September 16, when hundreds of students from 
The High School of Engineering and Science 
will hear Mary Beth Tinker, who made head-
lines in 1965 after she was suspended from ju-
nior high school in Des Moines, Iowa for wear-

(continued on page 2)

“Constitutional Literacy”
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Deaths
Dr. Weber, Pathobiology

 Dr. Wilfried T. 
Weber, emeritus pro-
fessor of pathology 
and former chairman  
of  pathobiology in 
the School of Veter-
inary Medicine, died 
June 28 at the age of 
69 of non-Hodgkinʼs 
lymphoma.
 Dr. Weber re-
ceived his bache-
lorʼs degree and vet-
erinary degree from 
Cornell University 
and in 1966 earned a 
doctorate from Penn.

 Dr. Weber became assistant professor of pa-
thology in 1966. Three years later he was pro-
moted to associate professor and in 1975 was 
promoted to professor of pathology.  He became 
emeritus professor in 2004.
 Dr. Weber was also chairman of the patholo-
gy department from 1983 to 1989. He was a re-
cipient of the Lindback Award in 1975 and was 
honored with the Class of 2004 teaching award 
from the School of Veterinary Medicine.
 He is survived by his son, Andrew; daughter, 
Christine; siblings, Heila Wich, Christl Weinzi-
erl, Irmgard Huber, Elizabeth Kotouc and Si-
mon Weber; and three grandchildren.
 Memorial donations can be made to Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society, 2 International Pla-
za, Suite 245, Philadelphia, PA 19113.

Dr. Zinsser, Medicine
 Dr. Harry F. Zinsser, Jr., emeritus professor 
of medicine, died August 30 at the age of 87.
 Dr. Zinsser received his doctorate in medi-
cine from the University of Pittsburgh in 1939.
 In 1941, Dr. Zinsser enlisted in the U.S. 
Army Reserves and rose to become deputy com-
mander and later acting commander of the 31st 
Hospital Center in Philadelphia.
 Dr. Zinsser taught at the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical School from 1946 to 1947. In 
1947, he took a research fellowship in the U.S. 
Public Health Service of the University of Penn-
sylvania. He was a faculty member in the School 
of Medicine from 1947 until 1982 when he be-
came an emeritus professor of medicine. He was 
also professor of cardiology, and served as chief 
of cardiology at Presbyterian Hospital. In ad-
dition, Dr. Zinsser was chief of cardiology and 
chairman of medicine at Pennʼs Graduate Hos-
pital.
 He performed the fi rst heart catheterization 
and fi rst angio cardiography at Penn.
 Dr. Zinsser is survived by his daughter, Sal-
ly; sons, Michael, Daniel and Kendall; sister, 
Georgette Z. Johns; seven grandchildren; and a 
great-grandchild.

Wilfried Weber

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former facul-
ty and staff members, students and other 
members of the University community. 
 However, notices of alumni deaths 
should be directed to the Alumni Records 
Offi ce at Room 545, Franklin Build-
ing, (215) 898-8136  or send via e-mail 
record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Dr. Downs, Nursing
Dr. Florence S. 

Downs, emeritus pro-
fessor of nursing, died 
September 8 at the age 
of 80.

Dr. Downs received 
her bachelorʼs degree 
from St. Johnʼs Uni-
versity in Brooklyn, 
New York, and com-
pleted her masterʼs 
degree in psychiatric 
nursing in 1964. She 
earned her Ed.D. from 
New York University. 

Prior to joining 
the faculty of Pennʼs 

School of Nursing, she was the director of post-
masterʼs programs and research in the Division 
of Nursing at NYU. 

Dr. Downs was appointed professor of nurs-
ing in 1977 and also became associate dean for 
graduate studies. She was instrumental in devel-
oping the masterʼs program and oversaw the es-
tablishment of the doctoral program. She was 
accorded emeritus status in 1994.

Dr. Downs was also extremely active in the 
greater nursing research community, where 
again her leadership proved invaluable. She was 
involved in the creation of both the Council of 
Nurse Researchers and the Eastern Nursing Re-
search Society, as well as serving as the academ-
ic editor of Nursing Research, a post she held 
for 17 years. 

Throughout her 40-year academic career, 
Dr. Downs taught research design and disserta-
tion seminars, mentoring countless doctoral stu-
dents. She had been a research and graduate cur-
riculum consultant to many institutions both na-
tionally and internationally and published wide-
ly, including 50 articles, 9 books and 81 editori-
als. In addition, she was named a Living Legend 
by the American Academy of Nursing in 2004.

Dr. Downs is survived by her brothers, Rob-
ert and Peter Stimson; and a sister, Maureen.

Florence Downs

ing a black armband to school to protest the 
Vietnam War. Four years later, Ms. Tinker won 
a landmark free speech victory in the Supreme 
Court when Justice Fortas wrote for the major-
ity that students and teachers do not “shed their 
constitutional rights to freedom of speech or ex-
pression at the schoolhouse gate.” Ms. Tinker, 
presently a nurse practitioner and a union orga-
nizer, is a member of the board of the Marshall-
Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project, the na-
tional network of law schools engaged in pub-
lic constitutional education with which the new 
Penn Law project is affi liated.  

Also at the September 16 event, nine high 
school students will don the black robes of Su-
preme Court justices while others act as appel-
late advocates in a mock Supreme Court argu-
ment. The case concerns a high school student 
who was suspended for wearing a Pepsi t-shirt 
to school when the principal required all stu-
dents to wear a Coke t-shirt as part of an effort 
to win free computers from Coca-Cola. Drawn 
from real events in Georgia, this case was de-
veloped by Jamin Raskin, a professor of consti-
tutional law at the American University, Wash-
ington College of Law and director of its Mar-
shall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project. 
Students will examine the Tinker case and West 
Virginia v. Barnette, the Courtʼs 1943 decision 
invalidating compulsory Pledge of Allegiance 
rituals, before oral arguments begin. 

The program will culminate April 1-2 when 
teams from across the country will gather in 
Washington, D.C. for a National Competition. 
They will address questions posed about Fourth 
Amendment standards for various types of 
searches in city public schools in which police 
have taken over the security functions for the 
school system. 

Constitution Day commemorates the signing 
of the United States Constitution by the dele-
gates to the Constitutional Convention in Phil-
adelphia in 1787. Under a new provision intro-
duced by Senator Robert Byrd, federal law re-
quires all public and private institutions receiv-
ing federal aid to observe Constitution Day. 

Constitution Day: Justice Talking

Penn Lawʼs “Constitutional Literacy” Project with Philly Schools 

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

in our balanced, thoughtful programs and 
delighted they will help so many students take 
part in the fi rst national day devoted to teaching 
the next generation about the Constitution,” said 
Kathryn Kolbert, executive producer of NPRʼs 
“Justice Talking” and JusticeLearning.org, a 
lead sponsor of the civics-education initiative.

The Penn Video Network (channel 24) 
will broadcast the programming to College 
Houses, GreekNet-wired fraternity and sorority 
chapter houses and more than 60 academic and 
administrative buildings on campus.

To help schools comply with the new federal 
requirement, the Annenberg Public Policy 
Centerʼs NPR radio series “Justice Talking” 
partnered with the National Archives and 
Records Administration, the New York Times 
Knowledge Network, the America Association 
of State Colleges and Universities, the American 
Bar Association Division of Public Education, 
the Center for Civic Education, the Close-
UP Foundation, the Marshall-Brennan Legal 
Fellowship Program, the National Association 
of Student Personnel Administrators, the 
National Conference on Citizenship, the 
National Constitution Center, National History 
Day, Presidential Classroom, Street Law, the 
Annenberg/CPB Foundation and C-SPAN. 

The Constitution Day Made Easy broadcasts 
and companion materials are made possible by 
the Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands 
and the Foundation for the National Archives. 

Bridging the Gaps: September 16
Bridging the Gaps—the 15th anniversary 

symposium—a working conference on strate-
gies for improving health in underserved com-
munities will be held on September 16, from 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  The free symposium is 
based on the work of student interns from health 
profession institutions, including 45 Penn stu-
dents. For more information, contact Mary Ellen 
Bradley, at (215) 898-4141 or mbradley@cceb.
med.upenn.edu. 
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Please review the following document that was sent to us from the FBI. Caution should be used 
when considering donating to persons soliciting for the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

—Captain Joseph D. Fischer, Commanding Offi cer-Patrol Division, UPPD
FBI Advisory September 7, 2005—Hurricane Katrina Scams Alert

Similar to the Tsunami scams which surfaced last winter, there has been a rapid increase in 
websites and associated SPAM being deployed; purporting to be legitimate fund-raising efforts for 
the victims of the recent Hurricane and subsequent massive fl ooding in the Gulf coast region. Over 
the past week there have been more than 500 sites advertising Hurricane Katrina relief services. On 
Friday, September 2, there were approximately 300 established on that day alone.

The challenge is to quickly analyze and assess those sites which appear to be illegitimate and 
to develop a strategy to ascertain the responsible parties and ensure the safety of the public, who 
research these sites. In order to do this, the FBI relies heavily on key partnerships established with 
both law enforcement (domestically and abroad) and in many cases with the well known charitable 
organizations, whose good names are being used to give credibility to the scammers.

As with the Tsunami fraud scams, the FBI continues to enlist substantial cooperation from its 
law enforcement partners, particularly the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, U.S. Secret Service, De-
partment of Homeland Security, and a vast array of state and local agencies. As many of these scams 
involve international aspects, our growing partnership with international law enforcement will be 
vital in effi ciently following and capturing the evidence trail. 

Several matters have been developed and referred out for investigation throughout the FBI. We 
expect the number of investigative referrals to increase over the next several weeks. 

Those who desire to contribute to the Hurricane Katrina funds should carefully research the 
organizations soliciting funds to ensure the monies donated will be used as guaranteed. The Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) recommends investigating any charity soliciting a donation with con-
sumer organizations such as the American Institute of Philanthropy at www.charitywatch.org or the 
Better Business Bureauʼs Wise Giving Alliance at www.give.org.

Information on suspicious solicitations or websites can be reported to The Internet Crime Com-
plaint Center (IC3), via www.IC3.gov.  Anyone with information concerning a scam related to Hur-
ricane Katrina victims is encouraged to contact the FBI at (215) 418-4000.

Message from the President 

Helping However We Can
The hurricane that ravaged the Gulf 

Coast has left a trail of devastation   al-
most impossible to imagine. Communi-
ties across the coastal regions of Missis-
sippi, Alabama and Louisiana bore the 
brunt of Hurricane Katrina, which fl at-
tened homes and businesses and rendered 
hundreds of thousands of people home-
less. In New Orleans the full scale of the 
tragedy continues to unfold. 

At Penn, our thoughts are with those 
who have lost loved ones, as well as   
those who are anxiously awaiting news 
about friends and family members. We 
also extend our deepest sympathy to the 
many people who survived the storm   but 
now have no homes to return to. As they 
face the overwhelming task of rebuilding 
lives shattered beyond comprehension 
we wish them strength and courage. 

Our community has taken numerous 
steps to provide assistance to those in 
need. For the fall semester at Penn, we 
have accepted 100 Philadelphia-area un-
dergraduates who had been enrolled at 
colleges and universities in the hurricane 
stricken areas. We are still accepting ap-
plications from interested graduate stu-
dents. Further, many of our student or-
ganizations have already raised signifi -
cant funds for hurricane relief efforts and 
many more such initiatives are planned. 

If you would like to contribute to re-
lief efforts, you may use the links to the 
websites of organizations that are helping 
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Please keep those who have been af-
fected by this catastrophe and those who 
are assisting them in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Dr. Amy Gutmann 

Paid Release Time for Volunteers
In response to Hurricane Katrina, President 

Amy Gutmann announced that Penn faculty and 
staff interested in volunteering for organiza-
tions involved in hurricane relief efforts may be 
granted up to 3 consecutive weeks (15 consecu-
tive working days) of paid administrative leave. 
Guidelines for release time include:

1. All decisions will be at the discretion of the 
School/Center and should consider School/Center 
operational needs.

2. Release time may be granted for faculty and 
regular full-time and part-time staff.

3. Release time may only be granted for offi cial 
volunteer operations requiring travel to the areas 
affected by Hurricane Katrina.

4. Individuals requesting release time should 
provide management with appropriate documenta-
tion supporting the request.

5. Paid leave will be for regular hours worked, 
and will not count against paid time off balances.

6. Requests for additional time off will be eval-
uated on a case-by-case basis in accordance with 
normal University policies.

These guidelines are designed to assist man-
agers; the decision to grant release time is at the 
sole discretion of the School/Center. The pro-
visions outlined above will apply to time away 
from work up to and including October 31, 
2005. Based on facts and circumstances, these 
provisions may be modifi ed at a future date.

—Division of Human Resources
Financial Assistance for 
Penn Students from Areas Affected 

Penn has set up a program to provide fi nan-
cial assistance to enrolled Penn students from 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama who have 
been affected by Hurricane Katrina. To ease fi -
nancial problems caused by the disaster, Penn 
will help affected students and families meet the 
cost of attendance by providing student account 
advances and deferments, as well as waiving 
late payment penalties. This applies to both aid-
ed and non-aided students. Financial aid pack-
ages will be evaluated to address individual cir-
cumstances, once those are known. Counselors 
in Student Financial Services will work closely 
with each student and family to provide appro-
priate help during this very diffi cult time.
Some Student-Led Initiatives

An Inter-Faith Hurricane Relief Event, Thurs-
day, September 15, at 7:30 p.m. Hall of Flags, 
Houston Hall. A prayer and remembrance service 
including a combination of prayers, readings, and 
speeches from the different faiths. Representatives 
from aid organizations have been invited to speak 
about the needs of hurricane victims along the Gulf 
Coast. $5 suggested donation.

The Underground Shakespeare Company pres-
ents Love s̓ Labour s̓ Lost, Friday, September 16,  
7:15 and 10:15 p.m. and Saturday, September 17, 
9:30 p.m. on College Green (Rain Location: Roof-
top Lounge, Harnwell College House). There is no 
set admission cost, but the proceeds will be donated 
to the American Red Cross to aid those affected by 
Hurricane Katrina.

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Monday, Sep-
tember 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., sponsored by SNAP (Stu-
dent Nurses At Penn). Hall of Flags, Houston Hall.
Make an appointment now:  http://givesblood.org/
go.php?bdc=108257 or email go.php?bdc=108257 or email go.php?bdc=108257 krauskel@nursing.
upenn.edu

Charitable Laughter, Saturday, September 24, 8 
p.m., Iron Gate Theatre. Penn s̓ comedy troupes—
Mask and Wig, Bloomers, Without A Net, and 
Simply Chaos—present the 3rd annual Charitable 
Laughter. Tickets: $6 on Locust Walk the week be-
fore the show, and $8 at the door. Proceeds will go 
toward Hurricane Katrina Relief.

Where To Donate
The following agencies are providing 
assistance for Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts:

American Red Cross
American Red Cross of Southeastern    

Pennsylvania
Americares
Americaʼs Second Harvest
Animal Relief Organizations
Bʼnai Bʼrith International
Catholic Charities USA
Operation Blessing
Operation USA
Salvation Army
For links to these agencies and oth-

er resources as well as the individual 
school responses, campus resources, and 
a list of student-led efforts and other ini-
tiatives, visit www.upenn.edu/pennnews/
hurricane2.php

Mail to Southeastern United States
The  recent hurricane has caused signifi cant 

damage to the southeastern area of the United 
States, particularly in Louisiana and Mississip-
pi. This  is having a great impact on mail service 
and express package delivery  to these areas.

USPS Mail Services: Please note that the 
United States Postal Service (USPS) will only 
guarantee  delivery of fi rst class mail to these ar-
eas. USPS will hold fi rst class  mail until it can be 
delivered. Because of storage limitations, USPS  
will have to destroy other classes and rates of 
mail to hurricane-ravaged  areas (including the 
non-profi t and bulk mail classes commonly used 
for Penn  departmental mail). For more detailed 
information, including the impacted  zip codes, 
please visit  the United States Postal Services 
website at www.usps.gov.

Express  Package Delivery: At this time, 
express carriers are only able to offer limited 
service  to affected areas. The carriers will re-
turn undeliverable packages to sender. For de-
tails and updated information, please visit car-
rier websites.
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I am so pleased to welcome to the University of Pennsylvania the 
members of the great Class of 2009! 

I extend equally warm greetings to our transfers from other colleges 
and universities, including a special transfer from the University of Toron-
to, Pennʼs new Provost, Ron Daniels! 

Gathering on College Green on a beautiful September evening reminds 
me of a Green Day song about September. 

Summer has come and passed. 
The innocent can never last.
Wake me up when these speeches end.

OK, so I improvised a little. 
Seriously, we made it through a sizzling summer here on campus. And 

Penn is still sizzling:  The 2006 Kaplan/Newsweek College Guide last Kaplan/Newsweek College Guide last Kaplan/Newsweek
month recognized us as “Hottest for Happy To Be There.” 

They got that right! Our campus crackles with enthusiasm and energy. 
How will you harness all that energy?  Thatʼs what Iʼd like you to think 
about with me now.  

 In its original meaning, “convocation” is a group gathered in response 
to a summons. Each of you has received our summons to embark on a 
challenging quest that will change your life forever.  

No one can foresee where this quest will carry you.  But as someone 
who loves road trip stories, I picture each of you beginning your own Penn 
road trip. Like every memorable journey, yours will be fi lled with tests 
and trials that will yield many wonders and personal revelations. 

But fi rst, you must gather your companions and allies. In Tolkienʼs 
Fellowship of the Ring, the hobbits quickly realize that they must trust 
others to help them fulfi ll their mission to save Middle Earth. Teaming 
up with elves, dwarves, and men from worlds beyond their own, the hob-
bits go on a fantastic road trip and accomplish what they could not have 
done alone.

So begin your own epic quest by reaching out to one another. Your di-
verse backgrounds and avid interests are among the many gifts you have 
to share with one another.  

The student living next door to you may be a devoted tango enthusiast 
or an adherent to the Sufi  philosophy.  You have much to gain from engag-
ing with one another.  

The next challenge on your road trip is to mine the academic riches of 
this University.  

Yes, some of you are Nursing students. Letʼs hear it for Nursing! Some 
are Engineering students. Engineering! Many of you are College students. 
Where are you? And you canʼt miss the Whartonites!  

All of you are citizens of the University of Pennsylvania. Members of 
the great Class of 2009: mix it up with classmates and faculty from oth-
er schools. 

Now is your chance to sample disciplines that complement your area 
of focus. 

Nursing students: if you take an economics class from Dr. John 
Knowles, you can learn about the social and economic forces that will 
profoundly affect the families and children under your care. 

Wharton students: if you take an English class from Dr. Amy Kaplan, 
your minds will be opened to a different perspective on the global economy.   

Of course you have requirements to fi ll, and majors to complete.  But 
exploring other disciplines will enhance your Penn education.  

Henry David Thoreau, who lived in the small town of Concord, Mas-
sachusetts, was once asked if he had traveled much.  “Yes,” he replied.  
“Around Concord.” By May, make sure that you have traveled Penn 
well.  

At Penn you are joining a community of scholars who expect you to 
expand the body of knowledge. So, instead of obsessing about grades, 
reach out to your professors as mentors. Ask tough questions, and your 

professors will help you stretch your intellectual muscles.  This is not a 
time to be shy. It is your chance to develop relationships that can infl uence 
the course of your life.  

When your mind feels like it is about to explode, push through the dis-
comfort to reach a new level of strength, like an athlete beating her per-
sonal best. And donʼt hesitate to seek guidance when you feel you are go-
ing astray. 

Although there is so much to gain from your classmates and your pro-
fessors, do not stop there. Create your place in our extended community 
beyond classroom and campus.  At Penn you are not only in training for the 
rest of your life–you also are beginning the rest of your life, right now. 

In 1723, a young man of about your age went on the road from Boston 
to Philadelphia. He arrived here jobless with no more than a Dutch dol-
lar in his pocket.

After he found himself something to eat, Benjamin Franklin plunged 
in. His success demonstrates that there are many ways to transform the 
world while fully partaking of it. No saint, Franklin thoroughly enjoyed 
his status as an international star. 

Apply the values of good citizenship and committed leadership. Con-
tribute and enjoy!and enjoy!and

When your undergraduate years are over, you will hold a degree. But 
if you have reached out for the gifts Penn has to offer, you will hold some-
thing infi nitely more powerful–the inclination to serve and the ability to 
change the world. 

Lose no time in beginning your quest, as Franklin did, to improve 
yourself along with some part of the world. 

Just look at the choices available to you right now. You may contribute 
to West Philadelphiaʼs thriving arts scene. 

Or fi nd your calling doing community service through Civic House. 
Many Penn undergraduates do independent research and engage in 

fi eld work all over the world.  Be one of them!   
As you make your way at Penn, transform “happy-to-be-here” into 

“happy-to-be-doing-great-things.” By engaging with classmates, profes-
sors,  our local community and beyond, create bonds that will enrich you 
for the rest of your life. 

Be part of our Penn fellowship—a fellowship bound by the quest 
for knowledge and informed engagement with communities all over the 
world. 

Let us begin by joining together to help relieve the suffering of those 
affected by this catastrophe of Hurricane Katrina. Join me in helping how-
ever we can. Some of our own students have had their worlds devastated, 
and we are working with them to ease their burdens.  

We are also extending a helping hand to 100 undergraduates who were 
attending colleges and universities in hurricane-stricken areas. They will 
be taking fall-semester classes at Penn. We also will enable Penn faculty 
and staff to serve as volunteers with relief organizations by offering three 
weeks paid time off.  

I know that you, too, will become personally involved. In coming 
through for others, you will discover the true meaning of caring and in-
formed leadership. 

Members of the great Class of 2009, we summoned you to Penn be-
cause we know that each of you has the power and the drive to change the 
world for the better.

When, at graduation, you are asked if you have traveled much, you 
will be able to say that, yes, you have traveled Penn well, you have dis-
covered worlds you cannot even imagine now, and you are ready to take 
your show on the road in the spirit of true Penn fellowship. 

I also expect that each of you will say, “This could only have happened 
at Penn.” Now, fasten your seat belts: The ride of your lives is about to 
begin! 

CONVOCATION 2005

Below are the Convocation addresses given  by President Amy Gutmann and Provost Ronald Daniels 
to the Class of 2009 on College Green last Tuesday evening, September 6, 2005.

Taking a Fantastic Road Trip  by Amy Gutmann
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Members of the Class of 2009—let me join the President in welcom-
ing you to the University of Pennsylvania.

 Like you, I am new to Penn, having just arrived here in July from To-
ronto. 

 Like you, I am still trying to fi nd my way around, still trying to fi gure 
out which food truck I will favor for a fast lunch, still trying out new com-
binations of fl avors at Scoop DʼVille, and still deciding which cereal goes 
best with which topping at Cereality.  You can see that I have been busy.

In truth, however—and on a less mundane note—like you, I am also 
still trying to learn the soul of this magnifi cent university. 

 And, like you, I am tremendously excited and grateful to have the op-
portunity to become a member of the Penn family. 

 We will be learning about Penn together.
 Of course, one of the best ways to explore the magic of Penn is by 

foot. 
 And so, this past week, under the tutelage of Professor David Brown-

lee, I was introduced, building by building, green space by green space, to 
the geography, to the history, and to the ideas of the Penn campus. 

 One of the most interesting stops during our campus tour was Hill 
College House—a place where many of you have been living for the past 
few days. 

 Originally, Hill House was the womenʼs dormitory, and the University 
wished to make it clear that men were unwelcome there. 

 To achieve this goal, Eero Saarinen, the buildingʼs gifted architect, 
was characteristically creative and incorporated several allusions to a me-
dieval castle in his design.  

 He surrounded Hill House with a moat and made the only entrance a 
drawbridge. For good measure, he also put up a rather imposing spiked 
fence. 

 Needless to say, the male students got the message.
 But consider that moats can serve a dual purpose: not only do they 

keep some people out; they also keep other people in. 
 The design of Hill House refl ects a philosophy that women should be 

kept apart. 
 Fortunately, the days when women were sequestered are far behind us.  

I think we would all agree that it is to the universityʼs enduring benefi t that 
women are now fully integrated into the marrow of Penn life. 

 Whereas once those kinds of boundaries were simply part of everyday 
life, today, without a map or a guide, it would be hard to discern where 
those divisions once stood and the pain and disappointment they infl icted 
on members of our community. 

 You, the incoming class of 2009, exemplify the benefi ts of crossing 
borders and erasing boundaries. 

 You come from 74 countries and from all fi fty states. You have homes 
in Murray, Utah; Kimball, Nebraska; and Boston, Massachusetts. You 
speak languages from Turkish to Kiswahili.  You bring experiences from 
as far away as Zimbabwe and as close as 54th and Woodbine. 

 And you bring all of that together here—at the University of Penn-
sylvania.

 In your classes, in your activities, in your dormitories, you will see the 
benefi ts of that diversity of experience and perspective. 

 Socrates once declared that he was not an Athenian or a Greek, but 
rather a citizen of the world.  While Socrates  ̓embrace of the world is stir-
ring, I have always wondered whether it was really necessary for him to 
have opted for one identity over another.   

 Here, today, at Penn, while we are eager to dissolve geographic bound-
aries, we are also fi rmly committed to the idea that the experiences and the 
values that have shaped and defi ned you as unique individuals command 
our respect and our protection.

 In other words, donʼt feel compelled to suppress or deny your unique 
histories in order to become fully fl edged citizens of our community.   

 I donʼt know what you have come to Penn believing, nor can I say 
with any confi dence what you will leave here having learned. 

 But, I can say for certain that your experience will be richer, your crit-
ical thinking skills will be sharpened, and your ideas will be challenged 
and refi ned because you are studying in an intellectually diverse and ro-
bust environment.

 Cross over the moat that separates your culture, your ideas, your val-
ues from that of your classmates, and you will fi nd much to appreciate on 
the other side.

 But also bear in mind that your good fortune in being able to obtain 
the precious gifts of higher education triggers, I believe, corresponding 
duties. 

 The privilege of studying at such an intellectually and culturally di-
verse university carries with it the responsibility to engage in some dif-
fi cult conversations and to act on the ideas taken from those conversa-
tions. 

 So while you are here, talk to one another about the Westʼs collective 
responsibilities in a world where more than one billion people live on less 
than $1 a day. 

 Talk about the meaning and the implications of the disparate impact 
that Hurricane Katrina has had on this countryʼs least advantaged citi-
zens. 

 Talk about the balance between freedom and security that must be 
struck in responding to the threat of international terrorism. 

 And, of course, through all of these conversations, talk, too, about 
your own place in the world.

 Your education brings with it the obligation to weigh carefully how 
you can best contribute.  Conversations with other members of our com-
munity will help you to have that conversation with yourself. 

 It is true there are many reasons why people once thought moats and 
spiked fences were a good idea. Things are certainly less complicated 
when everyone is kept separate. 

 More boring, to be sure, less innovative, but less complicated.  
 Diverse communities like ours present their fair share of challenges.  

I can promise you that there will be debates and there will be disagree-
ments, and some of these will surely infl ame you.

 What is critical, however, is that we maintain our strong collective 
commitment to not merely tolerating these disagreements, but to engage 
them vigorously and respectfully in an effort to see whether there is within 
opposing positions some hidden truths, some common ground.

In your four years here, I invite you to build upon those opportunities 
for informed and passionate conversation and to design a legacy for the 
Penn students who will follow.  

 Create an architecture free of moats and rich in bridges.
 This is not easy. Very little worth having is. 
 However, you are Penn students, which means that you are up for a 

challenge. 
 You came here by dint of hard work, and you are not likely to em-

brace the easy way out.  While you are here, you will surely meet with the 
temptation to take shortcuts, perhaps even academic ones.  I hope you will 
live up to our collective faith that you will eschew those shortcuts in fa-
vor of hard work. 

 While you will face many academic challenges, the task of engaging 
across disciplines and cultures is one of your most exciting opportunities. 

 As Thomas Edison once said, “Opportunity is missed by most people 
because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.” 

 An opportunity is in front of you, but it is indeed wearing overalls. 
 So, I encourage you to don your overalls, grab a hammer, and get 

ready to build together. 
 I, for one, cannot wait to see the bridges you will build.
 To the Class of 2009, bon voyage.

An Architecture Free of Moats  by Ronald Daniels
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New Cancer Risk Reduction Series 
Human Resources is pleased to announce a health promotion series this fall focusing on 

Reducing Your Risk for Cancer: You Can Make a Difference. These monthly presentations 
outline the best medical advice for keeping yourself and your family healthy and fi t. We 
teamed up with specialists from Pennʼs Health System to offer informative presentations and 
the opportunity to have your questions answered by experts. The series runs as follows:

Thursday, September 29: Diet and Nutrition for Cancer Prevention, Ellen Sweeney-
Cordes,  Abramson Cancer Center Patient and Family Services Division, nutritionist.

Thursday, October 27: Reducing the Risks of Cancer: Quick Tips, Carrie Stricker, 
Abramson Cancer Center Hematology Oncology Division, oncology nurse practitioner.

Thursday, November 10: Cancer Screenings: Knowing When to Take Action, Linda Ja-
cobs, UPHS Hematology Oncology Division, coordinator, Living Well After Cancer Pro-
gram. 

Thursday, December 1: Steps to Quit Smoking, Freda Patterson, research project manager 
and smoking cessation counselor, Psychiatry, Tobacco Use Research Center.

Go to www.hr.upenn.edu/quality/wellness/workshops.asp for details and to pre-register to  for details and to pre-register to  f
attend. By the end of this fall, you should have the tools you need to help you and your fam-
ily reduce the risks for cancer. Questions? Contact Human Resources at (215) 898-5118 or 
orna@hr.upenn.edu.

—Division of Human Resources

The School 
of Medicine has 
been named a 
Breast Cancer 
Center of Excel-
lence by the De-
partment of De-
fense Breast Can-
cer Research Pro-
gram. This des-
ignation, which 
includes a fi ve-
year, $10 million 
grant to Dr. Lew-
is A. Chodosh, 
Principal Inves-
tigator and direc-
tor of this Center 

of Excellence, establishes Penn as one of only 
14 such sites in the U.S. The Center represents 
a multidisciplinary approach to understanding 
breast cancer progression using genetically en-
gineered mouse models and state-of-the art non-
invasive imaging techniques.

“We are honored and proud to have earned 
this prestigious designation by the Department 
of Defense,” says Dr. Arthur H. Rubenstein, 
EVP for the Health System and Dean of the 
School of Medicine. “It is a testament to the high 
caliber of our physician-scientists and the pro-
grams they lead to have been selected to join the 
group of institutions named as Centers of Excel-
lence. This award further strengthens our excel-
lent research within the Abramson Cancer Cen-
ter, which is dedicated to developing innovative 
and effective therapies for cancer patients.”

  The natural history of breast cancer involves 
the progression of cancer cells to adopt increas-
ingly aggressive properties, such as resistance to 
chemotherapy and the ability to invade tissues 
and metastasize. Whatʼs more, by the time that 
breast cancers have been diagnosed, tumor cells 
may have already traveled to distant sites in the 
body where they may lay dormant in a clinically 
undetected state. Consequently, cancers that ap-
pear cured may resurface as local or distant re-
currences 10 to 20 years later. 

“While tumor progression is a problem of un-
rivaled clinical importance, the mechanisms un-
derlying it are poorly understood,” says Dr. Cho-
dosh, who is also leader of the breast cancer pro-
gram at the Abramson Cancer Center, director 
of cancer genetics at the Abramson Family Can-

cer Research Institute, and vice chair of the de-
partment of cancer biology. “The biological and 
technical challenges to studying tumor progres-
sion and metastasis are considerable and explain 
why this area has been termed ʻone of the last 
great frontiers of cancer biology.  ̓” Because the 
process by which cancers progress and spread 
consists of numerous steps involving multiple 
organs, metastasis must be studied in whole an-
imals. In addition, since the natural progression 
of breast cancers occurs over considerable peri-
ods of time, monitoring these events non-inva-
sively facilitates their investigation.

To do this, Center researchers will employ a 
broad array of state-of-the-art cellular and mo-
lecular imaging techniques to analyze a series 
of novel, genetically engineered mouse models 
of breast cancer. Specifi cally, the group will use 
a comprehensive array of sophisticated technol-
ogies—including positron emission tomogra-
phy (PET), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), 
computed tomography (CT), magnetic reso-
nance spectroscopy (MRS), single photon emis-
sion computed tomography (SPECT), and ultra-
sound—to visualize and follow tumor cells in 
living animals from their origins to their even-
tual progression to metastasis and recurrence. 
These animal models mimic key features of hu-
man breast cancer progression.

“Understanding the mechanisms that un-
derlie breast-cancer progression will help us to 
understand the molecular basis for aggressive 
forms of this disease,” says Dr. Chodosh. “Sim-
ilarly, determining how and why breast cancer 
cells become dormant should lead to improved 
methods for fi nding and eradicating these cells, 
which are ultimately responsible for most breast 
cancer deaths.” By identifying the critical mo-
lecular targets and pathways by which breast 
cancers progress, the researchers hope to devel-
op more effective therapies against highly ag-
gressive forms of this cancer. In addition, non-
invasive imaging will likely aid in the identi-
fi cation of aggressive tumors, as well as early 
signs of tumor response to therapy.

Penn researcher Dr. Mitchell Schnall, vice 
chair of radiology, and Dr. Ruth Muschel, for-
mer Abramson Cancer Center member, are co-
Principal Investigators of the grant. The Center, 
which is based at Penn, includes two dozen in-
vestigators at Penn, the University of Califor-
nia Davis, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
McGill University, and CHOP.

$10 Million Grant for a “Breast Cancer Center of Excellence” 

Penn Hotels
For FY06, the Penn rate for depart-

ments doing business with the campus ho-
tels (charging a University budget) is as fol-
lows:

Hilton Inn at Penn:  $185 per night
Sheraton University City Hotel:  
$159 per night

—Business Services

Penn Family Day:
Saturday, October 8

Join us Saturday, October 8 for the 13th an-October 8 for the 13th an-October 8
nual Penn Family Day.  Faculty and staff are in-
vited to bring your family members and friends 
to cheer on the Penn football team, watch a Penn 
women s̓ volleyball game, explore the Penn Mu-
seum, or go skating at the Penn Ice Rink. No mat-
ter what activities you plan to enjoy, be sure to 
come to the Penn Family Tailgate Party fi rst.  

You must bring your faculty/staff PennCard 
for admission to all events, and tickets are also 
required for admission to the Tailgate Party and 
football game. This year, you can receive up to 
four tickets for free, and additional tickets are 
just $5 each.  See below for details.

Penn Family Tailgate Party: 1–3 p.m.  
(Tickets required)  
(Franklin Field, North Parking Lot, 
33rd Street between Walnut and South)
• Picnic lunch, childrenʼs activities (bal-

loons, face-painting, 25  ̓slide, and more), Penn 
Marching Band and Cheerleaders, Public Safe-
ty display, sports injury prevention information, 
and GM cars.

Penn Football Game:* 3:30 p.m.  
(Tickets required) 
(Franklin Field, 33rd and Spruce Streets) 
• Penn vs. Bucknell
Penn Museum: 1–4 p.m.
(3260 South Street)  
• Free admission, Museum Shop discounts,  

     special childrenʼs activities
• 1:30 p.m. African Gallery tour
Free admission
Penn Ice Rink: 4–5:30 p.m.
(3130 Walnut Street)
• Free admission and discounted skate rentals
Penn Womenʼs Volleyball Game: 4 p.m. 
(Palestra, 33rd Street between Walnut and  

     South Streets)
• Penn vs. Dartmouth 
* Go to www.pennathletics.com and click on the 

“Tickets” link at the top of the page for information 
on free football tickets for Penn faculty/staff and 
your families, for other games this season.

Tickets:  Please be prepared to show your 
faculty/staff PennCard at all events.

• Tickets are not needed for the Museum, the 
Ice Rink, or the Womenʼs Volleyball Game and 
admission is free for you and your guests.  

For complete event details and ticket order 
form go to www.hr.upenn.edu/quality/staffrecog-
nition.aspnition.aspnition.as  and select “Penn Family Day.”  

Deadlines: Order tickets via intramural mail 
or in person at the Athletic Ticket Offi ce, by the 
following deadlines: 

• September 28–Intramural mail received. 
• October 3–Orders placed in person at the 

Athletic Ticket Offi ce.
Free Parking: Enjoy free parking at Garage 

#37 (34th and Chestnut) when you show your 
faculty/staff PennCard.

Questions? Contact Human Resources at 
QOWL@hr.upenn.edu or call 898-5116.

—Division of Human Resources

Lewis Chodosh
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CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

Volunteers Needed for Osteoporosis Study
The University of Pennsylvania Health Sys-
tem/Department of Radiology seeks women 60 
years or older. Eligible volunteers would receive 
a magnetic resonance (MRI) and a dual energy 
X-ray exam (DEXA) to measure bone density. 
Participants will be compensated. Please con-
tact Louise Loh or Helen Peachey at (215) 898-
5664 for more information.

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for August 29-September 4, 2005. Also reported were 16 Crimes Against Property (14 thefts 
and 2 acts of fraud). Full reports are on the web (www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/n03/creport.html).www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/n03/creport.html).www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/n03/creport.html
Prior weeksʼ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of August 29-September 4, 2005. 
The University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 
43rd Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and ac-
curate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportuni-
ty for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safe-
ty at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
 9 incidents and 2 arrests (including 8 robberies and 1 rape) were reported between August 29-Septem-

ber 4, 2005 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St. & Market St. to Woodland Ave.

Almanac is not responsible for contents of  Almanac is not responsible for contents of  Almanac
classifi ed ad material. 

Reader Survey on  Website
Almanac readers are invited to com-

plete a brief survey concerning Alma-
nac s̓ website, which can be found online 
at www.upenn.edu/almanac. Your feed-
back, comments and suggestions are wel-
come and encouraged so that we might bet-
ter serve our web visitors from Penn and 
from around the world.                 —Ed.

Update
September AT PENN

Deadlines: The deadline for the weekly Update is 
every Tuesday, for the following Tuesdayʼs issue. 
The deadline for the October AT PENN calendar 
is today, September 13. For information see www.
upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

CHANGES
 The following Learning and Education pro-
grams are sold out:  FOCUS: Achieving Your 
Highest Priorities scheduled for September 15 
and Words at Work: The Latest in Business Writing
scheduled for September 21. See www.hr.upenn.
edu/training_coursecatalog/ for future dates when edu/training_coursecatalog/ for future dates when edu/training_coursecatalog/
these programs are offered.

FITNESS/LEARNING
19 Going on the Academic Job Market: Faculty 
Members Speak to Humanities and Social Sciences 
Doctoral Students;  4 p.m.; Golkin Room, Houston 
Hall (Career Services).

ON STAGE
15 Margaret Garner; an American opera; 7 p.m.; 
Harold Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; free/no 
tickets required (Penn Presents).

TALKS
13 U.S. Foreign Policy and the Promotion 
of Global Democracy; Ambassador Richard A. 
Boucher, assistant secretary of state for public af-
fairs and former State Department spokesman; 4 
p.m.; Penn Humanities Forum, 3619 Locust Walk 
(Middle East Center).
16 Necessary and Suffi cient Conditions for 
Reachability on a Simplex; Mireille Broucke, Uni-
versity of Toronto; 11 a.m.; rm. 307, Levine Hall  
(GRASP).
20 Why They Don t̓ Hate Us: Lifting the Veil on 
the Axis of Evil; Mark LeVine, University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine; 7 p.m.; rm. 17, Logan Hall (Middle 
East Center).

08/29/05 10:05 PM 4000 Ludlow St Intoxicated male acting disorderly/Arrest
08/30/05 5:43 PM 4201 Walnut St Male cited for disorderly conduct
08/30/05 11:08 PM 4001 Walnut St Male acting in disorderly manner/Arrest
09/01/05 2:15 PM 3601 Walnut St Male cited for disorderly conduct
09/02/05 3:49 PM 3900 Baltimore Ave Confi dential Report
09/02/05 4:03 PM 4001 Walnut St Male urinating in public/cited
09/02/05 9:27 PM 4200 Spruce St Complainant robbed by unknown male

08/29/05 8:30 PM 5200 Pine St Rape
08/31/05 3:35 PM 4600 Osage Ave Robbery
09/01/05 2:10 AM 5100 Spruce St Robbery/Arrest
09/01/05 11:30 PM 538 Melville St Robbery
09/02/05 10:40 AM 3400 Spruce St Robbery/Arrest
09/02/05 9:30 PM 4200 Spruce St Robbery
09/03/05 2:39 PM 4500 Chestnut St Robbery
09/03/05 8:39 PM 4700 Walnut St Robbery
09/04/05 12:07 AM 4800 Hazel Ave Robbery

Get On Board Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive e-mail notifi cation when we 

post breaking news between issues. Send an e-mail 
to listserv@lists.upenn.edu with “subscribe e-alma-
nac <your full name>” in the body of the message.

—Ed.

More September Volunteer Opportunities
Dear Penn Community,

There are many efforts, both long- and short-term, being undertaken around the University to as-
sist the Katrina evacuees. Please visit www.upenn.edu/pennnews/hurricane.php for a listing. Please 
also visit the School of Nursing webpage, www.nursing.upenn.edu/emergency  to see their efforts. If 
your efforts to assist Katrinaʼs victims are not listed, please e-mail them to me at sammapp@pobox.
upenn.edu. Penn Volunteers In Public Service will be coordinating a fundraising drive during the 
month of October to aid the relief efforts. Please check in October for details.

Thank you very much for your support of the Penn Volunteers In Public Service Annual School 
Supplies Drive. Because of your generosity, we were able to donate bookbags and school supplies to 
the evacuees at the Wanamaker Shelter. Additionally, we were able to share a variety of school sup-
plies with the following agencies and members of the community, again, due to your generosity: Sun-
nycrest Family Support Center of Mantua, Sayre High School, Sayre Beacon Program, Church of 
Faith, Make It Happen, YEP, Church of New Hope and Faith, Inc., Mosaics, and deserving families.

Because we strive to be good neighbors, the following is a list of the monthly posting of commu-
nity service opportunities. If you would like to volunteer for any of the following programs, please 
let me know via e-mail (sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu). Thank you for all you do.

—Isabel Mapp, Associate Director, Faculty, Staff and Alumni Volunteer Services, 
Director, Penn Volunteers In Public Service, Center for Community Partnerships 

Volunteers Needed for “Guiding Youth to Careers” (GYC)—a counseling and training opportuni-
ty! GYC volunteers help young people in a meaningful, life-changing way, giving individualized attention 
to students at an underserved school to help them plan for life after high school. Volunteers receive train-
ing as mentors and career counselors, and they are paired with high school seniors. Mentors meet week-
ly with their “mentees” at University City High School, 3600 Filbert Street, on Tuesdays or Wednesdays, 
1:45-2:50 p.m., from October 2005 through April 2006.

Dedicated Tutors Needed—Benjamin Franklin High School in Center City is looking for tutors in 
math, English, science and history. Volunteer tutors are needed starting in mid-September.  The hours are 
3:15-4:30 p.m. There are also hours during the school day to provide teachers with support. If you are 
willing to work at least two hours a week, volunteer for this program.
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The  Fog of Learning and Teaching  Rita Barnard 

Rita Barnard  is associate professor of English and director of the Women s̓ Studies Program.
Paul N. Lanken is professor of medicine and medical ethics at HUP and associate dean for professionalism and humanism at the School of Medicine.

The authors are 2005 winners of the Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching and 
their essays continue the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the 

College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNINGTALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

I had just presented my plans for a new required one-week course in 
medical ethics to the Curriculum Committee when the eminent senior pro-
fessor raised his hand to comment. His message was blunt: “You canʼt 
teach ethics. People are either ethical or theyʼre not.” These were not the 
most auspicious words I wanted to hear. I was starting more than a decade 
of work to integrate teaching ethics, professionalism and humanism into 
all four years of medical school education.

Some educators, like my contentious colleague, believe that moral val-
ues and behavior are immutable after a certain (early) age. They hold this 
belief despite the work of prominent researchers such as Lawrence Kohl-
berg and others1 that indicate that moral values may continue to evolve in 
adulthood. Itʼs also despite row after row of self-help books at the book-
store that symbolize support for those researchers  ̓fi ndings. Nonetheless, 
the challenge was clear and the question simple: How does one go about 
teaching ethics successfully in a professional school? 

Like many other questions in ethics, no single answer is “correct.” It 
depends on variables such as educational context, who the teachers are 
and, most importantly, who the learners are. When I started teaching ethics 
to medical students, I used two ways: one worked well and one didnʼt.

The successful method was by “borrowing” time out of the Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) course required for fourth year students. 
Students held the ACLS course in high regard. Because students had con-
siderable clinical experience prior to the course, they appreciated its rel-
evance. They also knew that they would need ACLS skills in the not-so-
distant future, i.e., after graduation as interns. It was practical, interactive, 
timely, and built upon their prior education and experience. It taught most-
ly by using simulated “cases” on which students practiced their resuscita-
tive knowledge and skills.

 I asked the course director, “Shouldnʼt our students know something 
about when not to resuscitate too?” He agreed and gave me one morn-not to resuscitate too?” He agreed and gave me one morn-not
ing for teaching ACLS ethics. My goal was for students to consider learn-
ing medical ethics as relevant and interesting as the ACLS algorithms and 
simulations. To fuel discussions and ethical analyses, the small groups of 

students and faculty facilitators used authentic (but disguised) cases from 
my personal experience. We also encouraged students to bring cases from 
their own clinical experiences to their groups. The initial morning session 
has evolved into a required one-week course, Bioethics and Professional-
ism, that seniors rate as one of the best courses in their four years of med-
ical school.

What was the not-so-successful way? I taught an elective seminar on 
medical ethics for students in their pre-clinical years. We discussed chap-
ters and cases from a textbook. However, these students had no clinical 
experience to bring to the discussions. As a result, they felt like intellectu-
al exercises to me rather than the emotionally charged and professionally 
challenging experiences that students have in the clinics. 

Why does the one-week required ethics course for seniors work so 
well? To me, itʼs because it engages the students as adult learners. Accord-
ing to experts in adult education,2 adults are motivated to learn when their 
own experiences and career interests identify the needs that learning will 
satisfy. It is experience-driven and interest driven and not topic-driven.

As a pragmatist, my educational philosophy has been to use adult 
learning methods in developing a sequence of courses related to bioeth-
ics, professionalism and humanism. Together they form a required four-
year integrated curriculum whose overall goal is to help students be bet-
ter physicians. 

Now Iʼm interested in measuring this curriculumʼs impact on students 
after they graduate. I suspect that my esteemed colleague who told me that 
ethics couldnʼt be taught years ago would tell me that such outcomes canʼt 
be assessed. To me, however, trying to assess “what canʼt be assessed” 
looks like another interesting challenge and, as the task of teaching ethics 
has turned out, I believe it will be well worth the effort.

1. Kohlberg L. The cognitive-developmental approach to moral education, in 
Scharf P (ed.), Readings in Moral Education, Minneapolis: Winton Press, Inc., 
1978, pp. 36-51. 

2. Knowles MS, Holton EF III, Swanson RA. The Adult Learner. The Defi nitive 
Classic in Adult Education and Human Resource Development. 5th ed., Woburn, 
Massachusetts: Butterworth-Heinemann, 1998. 

Teaching “What Canʼt Be Taught” Paul N. Lanken

Iʼd like to start my refl ections indirectly, by considering (as literary crit-
ics like to do) a text: in this case, Erroll Morris s̓ arresting documentary 
The Fog of War: Eleven Lessons from the Life of Robert S. McNamara. The 
fi lm has been described as a meditation on the experience of war, an ex-
amination of the epistemology of perception, and a demonstration of how 
a fi ne intelligence can go awry. But it also strikes me as a sophisticated re-
fl ection on teaching and learning. The fi lm foregrounds the indeterminacy 
of any serious educational experience. Though it enumerates a number of 
insights or maxims (“Empathize with your Enemy,” “Rationality will not 
Save Us,” “Belief and Seeing are both often Wrong,” “Be Prepared to Re-
examine your Reasoning,” etc.), the fi lm ultimately undermines the notion 
of the easily-summarized lesson. Who, after all, is the teacher here: the of-
ten-didactic McNamara, or his interlocutor? And who learns? Is it McNa-
mara, concerned as he is to rectify humanity s̓ failure to learn from the 
devastating wars of the twentieth century? Or the viewers, who must make 
sense of his not-entirely-successful attempt at learning? The fi lm s̓ overt 
lessons are all ironized by Morris s̓ techniques of juxtaposition (e.g., while 
McNamara learns to value empathy, we see that his understanding of this 
quality remains tactical rather than ethical: it entails comprehending the 
other s̓ motivations rather than accepting responsibility for him/her.) And 
is “fog” ultimately a good or bad thing? Is it the result of a failed vision, or 
is it real—a complex reality ignored in the “single vision” of technocrats 
and powermongers? Is the lesson of the fi lm, in effect, an anti-lesson?

For me the job of teaching twentieth century literature (a task fully as 
challenging as that of teaching the periodʼs staggering history) is a com-
plicated matter of translation and mediation. Though the matters at hand 
in my classroom on any given day may be less weighty than those treat-
ed in Morrisʼs fi lm, the processes at stake are similarly replete with resis-

tances and disavowals, revelations and discoveries. To be a good teacher I 
must be a good reader. I must be alert to the narrative forms and optics that 
mediate between the world and the text. I must train my eye to details, for 
literature is the place where the particular and the general converge, where 
we learn in both emotional and philosophical ways. I must model this kind 
of attentiveness for my students: they must see a person engaged in the act 
of learning. I must promise no reassuring simplicities, but persuade my 
audience that learning involves an increased capacity to see contradictions 
and ironies, without falling into ethical paralysis and cynicism. Whereas 
teaching is often seen as a process of enabling and empowering students, 
I believe (especially since we deal with relatively privileged persons) that 
teaching should equally be disabling. I hope to disable stupidity, to short-
circuit habitual responses and self-congratulatory attitudes towards our 
complex and frightening world.  

There are techniques crucial to the conduct of a successful class: one 
must be animated and alert, select oneʼs examples well, ask the right ques-
tions at the right moment, and devise syllabi that set texts in productive 
dialogue. But our most important concern may be to keep the boundary 
between teaching and learning open and blurry. By this I donʼt mean that 
professors should abdicate authority, that the classroom should be a place 
where every ignorant notion is entertained and every contribution praised. 
But we should retain an improvisatory fl exibility; we should listen care-
fully to students, not just pretend to listen until our own opinions are con-
fi rmed. “Be prepared to Re-examine your Reasoning” is not such a bad 
maxim for the teacher/student. Politicians today seem impervious to argu-
ment and fact: their blind certainty and reluctance to re-examine anything 
should inspire us in our task of bringing our students—and ourselves—to 
confront contemporary experience in all its fogginess and ambiguity. 


