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SAS Dean Re-
becca W. Bush-
nell announced 
that Dr. Larry G. 
Sneddon has been 
named the Ed-
mund J. and Lou-
ise W. Kahn En-
dowed Term Pro-
fessor of Chemis-
try in SAS.   Dr. 
Sneddon has been 
a member of the 
chemistry fac-
ulty at Penn for 
more than three 
decades, and dur-
ing 2002-2005 he 
served as chair of the department.  He is also 
a longtime member of the Laboratory for Re-
search on the Structure of Matter. 

A leading inorganic and materials chemist, Dr. 
Sneddon is currently overseeing research on the 
syntheses and properties of a wide range of mo-
lecular, polymeric and solid-state materials.  His 
interdisciplinary research on advanced ceramics 
has led to the formation of these technological-
ly important materials in previously unattainable 
nano- and micro-structured forms.   Most recent-
ly, he is leading a new research program focused 
on the development of methods for chemical hy-
drogen storage, a key technology needed to en-
able the utilization of hydrogen as an alternative 
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Larry Sneddon: Kahn Endowed Term Professor
energy carrier in transportation applications.

Dr. Sneddon has coauthored nearly 200 pub-
lications and 10 patents and has delivered pre-
sentations at more than 150 conferences. His 
work has been published in the leading chemi-
cal and materials journals, including the Journal 
of the American Chemical Society, Inorganic 
Chemistry, and Chemistry of Materials. In rec-
ognition of his contributions to the chemical sci-
ences, he has been awarded the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation Award for Senior U.S. 
Scientists, the Boron in the Americas Award for 
Distinguished Achievements in Boron Science 
and a fellowship from the Alfred P. Sloan Foun-
dation. His academic awards at Penn include a 
Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching. 

Prior to his appointment at Penn, Dr. Sned-
don served as a postdoctoral fellow at both the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the 
University of Virginia. He holds his bachelorʼs 
degree from Centenary College of Louisiana 
and his doctorate from Indiana University.

The Kahn endowed term chairs were estab-
lished through a bequest by Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
mund J. Kahn. Mr. Kahn was a 1925 Wharton 
graduate who had a successful career in the oil 
and natural gas industry. His wife, a graduate 
of Smith College, worked for Newsweek and 
owned an interior design fi rm. The couple con-
tributed to many programs and projects at the 
University, including Van Pelt-Dietrich Library, 
the Modern Languages College House and ini-
tiatives in scholarship and the humanities.

Larry Sneddon 

Vice Provost for Research Perry Molinoff 
announced that Dr. Steven J. Fluharty has been 
appointed Associate Vice Provost for Research. 
In this position, Dr. Fluharty will work with Dr. 
Molinoff to promote research excellence across 
the University and to maintain and improve the 
infrastructure that supports research across the 
campus. Dr. Fluharty will identify new areas 
for research and research support, particularly 
when a potential sponsor has limited the number 
of permissible applications. He will also help to 
oversee campus-wide research planning efforts, 
develop linkages between the University and in-
dustry, and facilitate the transfer of technolo-
gies from University laboratories to the public 
sector.  In addition, he will support and facili-
tate the research activities of Centers and Insti-
tutes, particularly those involving interdisciplin-
ary collaboration.  

“I am delighted that Steve has agreed to ac-
cept this appointment,” said Dr. Molinoff.  “He 
is a distinguished neuroscientist and educa-
tor who has already made numerous contribu-
tions to our community. His perspective and the 
breadth of his background have prepared him to 
make important contributions to the work of the 
offi ce of the Vice Provost.”

Dr. Fluhartyʼs cross-disciplinary background 

Steven Fluharty: Associate Vice Provost for Research
is one of the 
many assets 
that he brings 
to this posi-
tion. A pro-
fessor of phar-
macology in 
the School 
of Veterinary 
Medicine, he 
holds second-
ary appoint-
ments in both 
the School of 
Medicine and 
the School of 
Arts and Sci-
ences. He has 
a thorough un-

derstanding of the Universityʼs research prac-
tices, proven administrative experience, and a 
deep commitment to Penn, as well as a strong 
personal record of funded research.

“I am very excited about the opportunity to 
work with Perry Molinoff and the Vice Provost 
for Research staff to strengthen Pennʼs campus-
wide research programs, and to identify new 

(continued on page 2)

Steven  Fluharty 

Vernon and Shirley Hill: 
$10 Million to School of  
Veterinary Medicine

President Amy Gutmann, and Dr. Alan Kelly, 
dean of the School of Veterinary Medicine, have 
announced a $10 million gift from Vernon and 
Shirley Hill to the School of Veterinary Medicine.

The gift will be used towards the completion of 
a new teaching and research center, currently un-
der construction, to be called The Vernon and Shir-
ley Hill Pavilion. The building will open in the fall 
of 2006 and is the fi rst new Penn Veterinary Medi-
cine building in Philadelphia in 25 years. (See next 
page for photos from the recent festivities.)

Vernon W. Hill, II is the founder and chair-
man of Commerce Bancorp Inc. Shirley Hill is 
the founder and president of InterArch, an archi-
tecture and design fi rm in Mt. Laurel, N.J.   Mr.  
Hill is a 1967 graduate of the Wharton School.

The Hill Pavilion will be the new academic 
center of the Penn School of Veterinary Medi-
cine. It will contain fi ve fl oors, including sur-
gery centers, teaching and library space, re-
search laboratories and a vivarium. It will be the 
most state-of-the-art veterinary teaching and re-
search facility in the world.

“The gift from the Hills,” said Dr. Gutmann, 
“is the largest gift the Veterinary School has 
ever received from a living donor.  It allows us 
to continue and expand the world-class teaching 
and research mission of the School.”

“The Hills share with us our vision of the 
worldʼs premier veterinary educational center,” 
said Dr. Kelly, “and they recognize the impor-
tance of the school.  This new building has been 
one of my primary goals, and I thank the Hills 
for their support.”

Mr. Hill said, “My wife and I are pleased 
to support the worldʼs premier School of Vet-
erinary Medicine which is a part of one of the 
worldʼs great universities. Dean Kelly and his 
staff are on a never-ending mission to advance 
the teaching, care and research goals of a great 
institution.  We are pleased to have our name as-
sociated with both the University and the School 
of Veterinary Medicine.”

Commerce Bancorp Inc. is a $35 billion 
multi-bank holding company headquartered in 
Cherry Hill, N.J., with nearly 350 banking offi c-
es serving New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
New York, Connecticut, Virginia and Washing-
ton, D.C.  In early 2006, Commerce will open 
its fi rst offi ces in Palm Beach County, Florida.  
Commerce Insurance Services Inc. and Com-
merce Capital Markets Inc. augment the compa-
nyʼs banking services.
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Janet Thomas: McNair Director
Dr. Janet Y. 

Thomas has been 
named the new Di-
rector of the Ronald 
E. McNair Postbac-
calaureate Achieve-
ment (McNair Schol-
ars) Program. She 
assumed her new po-
sition on August 15. 
As Director, her du-
ties include creating 
opportunities for un-
dergraduate research 
for 20 McNair 
Scholars, assisting 
them in the graduate school preparation process, 
and tracking their progress through Ph.D. attain-
ment. Dr. Thomas received her Ph.D. in educa-
tional policy studies from the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-Champaign in 2000. She has 
an impressive record of published research and 
teaching from Rutgers University, Johns Hop-
kins University, and the University of Illinois. 
She also has an established reputation as a strong 
advocate for quality research training and schol-
arly experiences for undergraduates. She has 
written numerous scholarly articles, and is cur-
rently co-authoring an article for the Review of 
Research in Education, the journal of the Amer-
ican Educational Research Association, to be in-
cluded in a special volume dealing with Title I. 
Her recently published book, Educating Drug-
Exposed Children: The Aftermath of the Crack 
Baby Crisis, (Routledge/Falmer Press) was re-
ceived with great acclaim from experts in the 
fi eld, and will be inducted into the Sage Ency-
clopedia of Social and Cultural Foundations of 
Education as a major work in the fi eld.

and unique opportunities for continued growth,” 
said Dr. Fluharty.

Dr. Fluharty has been the director of the Bi-
ological Basis of Behavior Program since 1994. 
In addition, he served as the associate director 
of the Institute of Neurological Sciences from 
1995 to 2003. He has also served the Universi-
ty on numerous search, planning, research, ad-
visory, and budgetary committees, including the 
Search Committee for the Dean of the School 
of Veterinary Medicine, the Academic Planning 
and Budget Committee and the Faculty Re-
search Retreat Committee. In 1997, he was the 
recipient of the Class of 1999 Teaching Award.

Dr. Fluharty has administered over $15 mil-
lion worth of grants in his years as a researcher. 
He currently is the principal investigator on sev-
eral National Institute of Health grants. He has 
additional experience reviewing grants for orga-
nizations such as the National Science Founda-
tion and the National Institute of Health. He is 
the co-editor of Progress in Psychobiology and 
Physiological Psychology and serves on the ed-
itorial boards of the Handbook of Behavioral 
Neurobiology.  

Dr. Fluharty received his three degrees from 
Penn; his B.A. in psychology in 1979, his M.A. 
in psychobiology in 1979, and his Ph.D. in psy-
chobiology in 1981. 

He is an active member of the Society for 
Neuroscience and the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science.

Janet Thomas

(continued from page 1)
Associate Vice Provost for Research

At the September 28 University Coun-
cil meeting, President Amy Gutmann appoint-
ed Dr. James English, chair of the English de-
partment, to be the Moderator again this year. 
Dr. Gutmann also announced the appointment 
of Mark Frazier Lloyd, director of the Univer-
sity Archives, to serve as the Parliamentarian, a 
role in which he has served  “with great distinc-
tion” for 14 years. 

President Gutmann thanked the entire com-
munity for the way it rallied to help in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. She said there will 
be a Penn-led conference on Risk and Recov-
ery in the Aftermath, organized by Provost Ron 
Daniels, with one session in D.C. and another 
here on campus. 

Dr. Gutmann noted that Vice President for 
Government and Community Affairs Van Mc-
Murtry will begin October 3. 

Although 140 new undergraduate scholar-
ships were established last year, and Penn sur-
passed its funding goals, Dr. Gutmann said it is 
important to continue to focus on fi nancial aid 
for undergraduate and graduate students. This 
year, Penn is beginning a “quiet phase” of a ma-
jor campaign. The Campus Development Plan-
ning Committee (Almanac April 5, 2005)—
which will articulate a long-term vision for 
Penn in keeping with the Penn Compact, will be 
seeking input from the Penn community, Pres-
ident Gutmann said. The Task Force for Glob-

al Engagement (Almanac September 27, 2005) 
will be identifying a couple of major initiatives 
advancing the globalization agenda. 

Provost Ron Daniels was welcomed to his 
fi rst Council meeting. 

Steering Chair Dr. Neville Strumpf initiated 
the discussion ranking the focus issues for the 
academic year. She explained that it is the in-
tention of the Steering Committee to continue 
the trend of using Council meetings for substan-
tive discussions rather than having the major-
ity of time spent hearing about committee re-
ports that are published in Almanac.  She said 
that some discussions would be timed to coin-
cide with the completion of task force and com-
mittee reports. 

Council members were reminded that it 
is not a diffi cult process to get an item on the 
agenda for an upcoming Open Forum; simply 
send an e-mail to the Steering Chair at strumpf 
@nursing.upenn.edu by October 12 for the No-
vember meeting.

Note: Prior to the Council meetings, re-
ports of the President, Provost, and Chair of 
UA, GAPSA, WPSA and PPSA are usually dis-
tributed to Council members. These brief sta-
tus reports regarding key programs and projects 
they are working on will be available after each 
meeting on the Councilʼs website www.upenn.
edu/secretary/council/edu/secretary/council/edu/secretary/council so that constituencies-at-
large can be better informed.

University Council Meeting Coverage

The rainy mid-day weather last Thursday did not dampen the spirits of the hundreds who turned 
out to celebrate the naming of the School of Veterinary Medicine s̓ newest building, slated to open on 
time, and in time for classes in August 2006. Dean Alan Kelly said that the donors  ̓ “transformational 
commitment enhances this building in so many ways. As soon as you enter the building, you will know 
it belongs to the Veterinary School.” The $10 million gift from Vernon and Shirley Hill will enable the 
building to include many upgrades and connect it to the existing buildings with a sky bridge; it will also 
enable the school to renovate the student surgery suite. A banner atop the fi ve-story building was un-
veiled last Thurs-
day revealing 
that the School of 
Veterinary Med-
icine s̓ building 
scheduled to open 
next year—dedi-
cated to Healing, 
Teaching and Dis-
covery —will be 
the Vernon and 
Shirley Hill Pa-
vilion. Dean Kel-
ly said that the 
School will now 
have an incredible 
new building “to 
expand our com-
mitment to the 
time-honored be-
lief of Many Species, One Medicine.”

Mr. and Mrs. Hill, with their Yorkshire terrier, Duffy (at left); Mr. Hill accepts the token of appreciation 
from Dean Kelly (at right), who presented it on behalf of the school s̓ faculty, students and staff.

The Vernon and Shirley Hill Pavilion: A Dream Realized
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Death

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the 
University community. 

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Offi ce at 
Room 545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136  
or send via e-mail record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Carnegie Grant for CCP
The Center for Community Partnerships 

(CCP) has received a $300,000 grant for the 
next three years from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York to study National Consortium on 
Youth Civic Engagement: Strategies for Advanc-
ing Democratic Education, Engaged Learning, 
and Active Citizenship. 

Penn will assist the Campaign for the Civ-
ic Mission of Schools to integrate higher edu-
cation into its efforts to develop state and na-
tional policies that support civic learning in K-
12 schools. Penn will organize a series of work-
shops nationally, host a national conference, 
create a database and website as well as publish 
an issue of Universities and Community Schools
focused on this topic.

The Campaign for the Civic Mission of 
Schools is a major Carnegie-supported initia-
tive to increase the quality and quantity of civic 
learning in grades K-12. Penn and CCP will, in 
effect, be serving as the higher education link-
age to this signifi cant national effort.

 Institute for Translational Medicine and Therapeutics
The Institute for Translational Medicine and Therapeutics (ITMAT) was formally launched ear-

lier this year under the direction of Dr. Garret A. FitzGerald. We have already made some progress 
which includes the establishment of internal and external advisory boards and both developed and 
have taken ownership of some core activities related to translational research. However, much more 
is to come, especially with the commencement of the new academic term. 

ITMAT is currently offering membership to our newly founded Institute.  The benefi ts of becom-
ing a member of ITMAT are:  (i) inclusion in the community of translational researchers at Penn, 
readily identifi able from within or outside Penn via membership of ITMAT—we anticipate that our 
website will become a particularly useful portal in this regard; (ii) immediate notifi cation of new IT-
MAT initiatives—amongst those immediately on the horizon are a new seminar series, workshops 
and a launch meeting April 14 and 15, 2006; and (iii) eligibility for educational and research sup-
port grants provided via ITMAT. Additionally, ITMAT will support an increasing number of core 
services which will be provided to members at cost.

All members of ITMAT defi ne themselves as involved primarily in Translational Research, de-
fi ned as lying between proof of concept in cells or model systems and the conclusion of Phase II in 
humans.

If you meet this criterion and would like to become a member, please submit the following doc-
uments electronically to Esther Stuart at  esther@spirit.gcrc.upenn.edu.

• Brief note of request which includes your fi eld of science and 
consequent relevance to ITMAT.
• NIH Biosketch and other support page.
• URL for your specifi c website.
• Inclusion of ITMAT in your listed affi liations on published work.
Additionally, ITMAT plans to support translational research through a Transdisciplinary Awards 

Program In Translational Medicine And Therapeutics (TAPITMAT). Initially, we shall consider 
funding four to six proposals in the region of $100,000-$150,000. These proposals require at least 
two co-principal investigators, ideally from different disciplines within the University of Pennsyl-
vania, at least one of whom has a primary appointment in the School of Medicine. The proposals 
must center on the translational space—from proof of concept in cells or model systems through to 
completion of dose selection in Phase II in humans. Programs that plan to progress within that space 
and which deploy technologies and approaches conventionally segregated from each other within 
the traditional boundaries of academic medicine will be especially favored.  The proposals are due 
by December 1, 2005.

For more information, please visit our website at www.itmat.upenn.edu.
–Lorri Schieri, Director, Fiscal and Administrative Operations, Department of Pharmacology

RFP/Call for Proposals for Awards in Population Health
The Robert Wood Johnson Health & Society Scholars Program at Penn has issued its annu-

al Call for Proposals in Population Health.  These grants are intended to help Penn faculty devel-
op either pilot projects that have the potential to attract external support or teaching materials and 
resources related to population health. This year we are awarding up to $150,000. Although most 
grants will range between $2,000 and $20,000, we are willing and interested in awarding larger 
amounts to especially creative projects.  See  www.upenn.edu/rwjhssp/_rfp.html for more informa-www.upenn.edu/rwjhssp/_rfp.html for more informa-www.upenn.edu/rwjhssp/_rfp.html
tion and submission guidelines. Deadline for submission is November 10, 2005.  Awards announced 
by December 1, 2005.

–Melissa A. Kulynych, Program Coordinator, RWJ Health & Society Scholars Program 

Institutional Review Board: Seeking New Members

Mr. Leonard, Library
 William Matthew Leonard, retired delivery 
assistant at the University Library, died Septem-
ber 6 at the age of 82.
 Mr. Leonard was a graduate of Overbrook 
High School. He enlisted in the Navy during the 
end of WWII and in 1946 was honorably dis-
charged as Navy Stewardʼs Mate First Class.
 He retired from Supplee Dairy after work-
ing there for 32 years. In 1986, he came to Penn 
as a part-time delivery assistant at the Universi-
ty Library, where he delivered special editions 
and requested research data to various academ-
ic units around the campus community. He held 
this position until 2001.  
 Mr. Leonard is survived by his wife, Emily; 
son, William; daughters, Irene Jones and Gerri; 
brothers, Harold and Curt; and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

The Offi ce of Regulatory Affairs is seeking new members to serve on the Institution-
al Review Board (IRB). Anyone is potentially eligible to sit on a committee as a voting 
member. At this time, we are especially looking for members who do not have a scientif-not have a scientif-not
ic background and are interested in the protection of human subjects, ethics and research.  
We are also recruiting physician scientists.

No experience necessary, only a willingness to review research protocols and partici-
pate in monthly meetings. If you are interested in joining or if you have further questions 
about becoming an IRB member, please email: joinirb@pobox.upenn.edu.

IRB members are an important part of the research process and have access to the lat-
est technology and science. Participation on an IRB helps to ensure that the research tak-
ing place at Penn adheres to the highest standards of ethical conduct and quality. The IRB 
is responsible for monitoring research projects conducted at Penn for the protection of 
human subjects and ethical integrity. 

All research involving human subjects conducted here at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, including medical and social science research, is monitored by eight different IRB 
committees. Each committee meets once per month for approximately two hours. Meet-
ings involve discussion of the research protocols with other committee members, who 
are from diverse backgrounds, disciplines, and perspectives. This aspect makes serving 
on the IRB an informative and enlightening experience. Additional information may be 
found at www.upenn.edu/regulatoryaffairs. 

Meetings take place at 133 South 36th Street. Members are provided with meeting 
materials 7-14 days prior to each monthly meeting. A small compensation is available to 
members not affi liated with Penn. Lunch is provided at all meetings. 

–Yvonne K. Higgins, 
Associate Director, Human Subjects Research, Offi ce of Regulatory Affairs

Addressing Trauma and Crisis
Pennʼs response to Hurricane Katrina 

and subsequent events on campus have 
been heart-warming. I also appreciate the 
Almanac s̓ attention to the individual and 
collective impact trauma has on our lives 
by highlighting resources available to the 
Penn Community. In the future, please 
also list the Penn Womens  ̓Center as an-
other important resource for students, fac-
ulty, staff and the community. For over 30 
years the PWC has been addressing trau-
ma and crisis issues in the lives of wom-
en and men in the Penn community. The 
PWC continues to provide these services 
(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and we 
can be reached at (215) 898-8611. 

–Elena Marie DiLapi,
Director, Penn Women s̓ Center

Speaking Out
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Dr. Steven M. Albelda, Pulmonary/Med
Dr. H. Franklin Allen, Finance/Wharton 
Dr. James C. Alwine, Cancer Biology/Med
Ms. Mary Avarbock, Animal Biology/Vet 
Dr. Ellen Davidson Baer, Family and Commu-

nity Health/Nursing 
Dr. John L. Bassani, Mechanical Engineering 

and Applied Mathematics/SEAS 
Dr. Haim H. Bau, Mechanical Engineering and 

Applied Mathematics/SEAS 
Dr. Stephen M. Baylor, Physiology/Med
Dr. Jean B. Belasco, Pediatrics/Med
Dr. Andrew N. Binns, Biology/SAS 
Mr. W. Warren Bittner, Operations and Main-

tenance/Facilities 
Ms. Anna E. Bond, Undergraduate Division/

Wharton 
Ms. Ernestine Boone, Dermatology/Med
Dr. David B. Brownlee, History of Art/SAS 
Mr. Paul Buck, Fine Arts/School of Design
Mr. Johnnie P. Bullock, Facilities/Med
Mr. Alfred E. Campbell, Environmental Ser-

vices/Facilities 
Ms. Tamra Carter, Graduate Admissions/

Wharton 
Ms. Lucille D. Caulfi eld, Geriatrics/Med
Mr. Alvan Allan Chaney, Biology/SAS 
Dr. Linda Chen, Anesthesia/Med
Dr. Tyng-Fang Chien, Hematology and Oncol-

ogy/Med
Ms. Valerie E. Cloud, Recreation and Athletics
Dr. Margaret M. Cotroneo, Nursing
Dr. Christopher B. Croke, Mathematics/SAS
Ms. Bonnie Lee Crosfi eld, Penn Museum
Mr. Gary C. Dandridge, Environmental Ser-

vices/Facilities 
Mr. Thomas G. Day, Operations and Mainte-

nance/Facilities 
Dr. Peggy B. De Prophetis, Accounting/Wharton 
Ms. Patricia J. Del Vecchio, Admissions/Pro-

vostʼs Center
Dr. Joseph Dirienzo, Microbiology/Dental Med  
Ms. Theresa N. Dodds, Human Resources
Ms. Genevieve R. Dolan, NBC/Vet 
Mr. Steven D. Douglas, Pediatrics/Med
Ms. Linda F. Eichler, Lippincott Library/Uni-

versity Library
Dr. J. Eugen Eigenmann, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Mr. John C. Eldred, Dynamics of Organiza-

tion/SAS 
Dr. Mark A. Elliott, Radiology/Med
Mr. Angelo V. Ferraro, Operations and Mainte-

nance/Facilities 
Dr. Kenneth H. Fischbeck, Neurology/Med
Mr. Daniel A. Forsyth, Penn Police/Public 

Safety 
Dr. Francis Forwood, Orthodontics/Dental Med  
Mr. James R. Freeman, Transportation and 

Parking/Business Services 
Ms. Lori E. Friend, Outside Managed Dining/

Business Services 
Ms. Virginia M. J. Garcia, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Ms. Yvonne E. Giorgio, Student Financial Ser-

vices/Finance 
Mr. Michael L. Greve, Wharton Computing/

Wharton 
Dr. Michael Anthony Grippi, Medicine Central 

Admin./Med

Ms. Aleksandra C. Hall, Admin./Med
Dr. Daniel G. Haller, Hematology and Oncol-

ogy/Med
Dr. Uri Hangorsky, Periodontics/Dental Med 
Dr. Frederick M. Henretig, Pediatrics/Med
Mr. Mark J. Henry, Operations and Mainte-

nance/Facilities 
Mr. Raymond H. Holcombe, University 
Library
Mr. Bernard Hopkins, Penn Museum
Mr. Jeffrey W. Hudson, Admissions/Provostʼs 

Center
Mr. Joseph A. Hypolite, Admin./Med
Dr. Dwight L. Jaggard, Electrical Engineer-

ing/SEAS 
Dr. Bernett L. Johnson, Dermatology/Med
Ms. Carole F. Johnson, Widener Hospital/Vet 
Dr. Howard S. Kaufold/Wharton Executive 

MBA/Wharton 
Dr. Kenneth Kent, Oral Surgery/Dental Med
Dr. Frank Kern, Dermatology/Med
Dr. Seth F. Kreimer, Law
Dr. Robert E. Krisch, Radiation Oncology/Med
Dr. Harold L. Kundel, Radiology/Med
Dr. Virginia M.-Y.  Lee, Pathology/Med
Ms. Susan R. Lindborg, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Dr. Cecilia Wen-Ya Lo, Biology/SAS 
Mr. Robert E. Lundgren, University Architec-

ture/Facilities 
Dr. Joan E. Lynaugh, Family and Community 

Health /Nursing 
Mr. Robert S. Machalica, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Dr. Clelia W. Mallory, Chemistry/SAS 
Ms. Marietta Manigault, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Ms. Grace Manuel, Environmental Services/

Facilities 
Ms. Margaret Ann Maronski, Neurology/Med
Dr. Benson B. Martin, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Dr. Carolyn A. Marvin, Annenberg School for 

Communications 
Mr. Robert Massey, Operations and Mainte-

nance/Facilities 
Ms. Nancy McCue, Residential Living/Cam-

pus Services 
Ms. Kayann B. McDonnell, Information Tech-

nology Service/Law
Ms. Karen T. McGettigan, Student Financial 

Services/Finance 
Mr. Alec Mckay, Biology/SAS 
Ms. Ellen J. McMillen, Institute for Medicine 

and Engineering/Med
Ms. Deborah J. Merchant, Student Health Ser-

vices
Ms. Marguerite F. Miller, Almanac/Presidentʼs 

Center
Ms. Olympia J. Mongeluzi, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Ms. Habiba Najafi , Biochemistry and Bio-

physics/Med
Dr. Norman A. Newberg, GSE
Ms. Beverly Norman, Environmental Servic-

es/Facilities 
Mr. Kelton Alonzo Norman, Environmental 

Services/Facilities 
Mr. Gerald A. Orivivo, Operations and Main-

tenance/Facilities 

Dr. Robert J. Orsher, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Dr. Maurizio Pacifi ci, Histology/Dental Med  
Ms. Patricia D. Pancoast, SEAS 
Mr. Thomas E. Parviskhan, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Dr. Jeffrey Pearlman-Storch, Periodontics/

Dental Med 
Ms. Phyllis N. Pompa, Admissions/Provostʼs 

Center
Dr. Andrew Postlewaite, Economics/SAS 
Ms. Lee V. Pugh, University Library 
Dr. Ana L. Pujols-McKee, Admin./Med
Ms. Susan J. Quant, Administrative Informa-

tion/ISC
Mr. Harish C. Rastogi, Provostʼs Offi ce/Pro-

vostʼs Center
Ms. Robin Read, Academic Support Programs/

Student Services
Dr. David J. Reibstein, Marketing/Wharton 
Dr. Douglas Reich, Pedodontics/Dental Med
Dr. Jay Reise, Music/SAS 
Mr. Gordon R. Rickards, Residential Living/

Campus Services 
Mr. Wm Scott Ricksecker, Student Financial 

Services/Finance 
Ms. Martha Roche, Admin./Med
Ms. Mary Lou Rosazza, Widener Hospital/Vet 
Ms. Linda L. Rosenstein, Biomedical Library/

University Library
Ms. Anne Rulinski, Dermatology/Med
Mr. Jay S. Saddington, Operations and Main-

tenance/Facilities 
Ms. Pamela J. Salsbury, Clinical Studies/Vet 
Dr. David Schmittlein, Deputy Deanʼs Offi ce/

Wharton 
Dr. Bruce J. Shenker, Pathology/Dental Med
Ms. Theresa E. Singleton, GSE
Ms. Deborah Small-McCord, Outside Man-

aged Dining/Business Services 
Ms. Judith Ann Smith, Cancer Biology/Med
Dr. Howard McC. Snyder, Urology/Med
Ms. Mary Patricia Spann, Psychology/SAS 
Ms. Elisa Spiewak, Medicine/Med
Ms. Elaine K. Spiro, Human Resources 
Ms. Helen Springer, Center for Clinical Biol-

ogy/Med
Mr. Paul Clinton Stevens, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Dr. Brian L. Strom, Biostatistics and Epidemi-

ology/Med
Dr. Anthony R. Temple, Pediatrics/Med
Dr. Janet Theophano, CGS/SAS 
Mr. Raymond Thompson, Operations and 

Maintenance/Facilities 
Dr. Michael L. Tierney, GSE
Mr. Lawrence C. Toto, Admin./Med
Ms. Shiva Vakili, GSE
Dr. Jan Van Der Spiegel, Electrical Engineer-

ing/SEAS 
Ms. Patricia M. Villa, Development & Alumni 

Relations
Ms. Barbara A. Weinraub, Orthopaedic Sur-

gery/Med
Dr. Susan R. Weiss, Microbiology/Med
Mr. Cheryl M. Wilson, Admin./Med
Mr. Kurt T. Winkelman, University Library
Dr. Alan R. Wofsey, Psychiatry/Med
Dr. Michael R. Zimmerman, Anthropology/SAS 

25-Year Club New Members for 2005

BENCHMARKS
Since 1956 Penn has celebrated a rite of passage each year for faculty and staff of all ranks 
who meet only one common requisite: they have been members of the University community 
for 25 years. Another 141 new members crossed the 25-year mark in 2005 and will be 
inducted at the University of Pennsylvania Twenty-fi ve Year Club celebration on October 6. 
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Research Roundup
How Do Otters Remain Sleek and Warm?
 Unlike many other mammals that spend a considerable amount of time 
in the water–polar bears, seals, dolphins, and whales–river otters do not 
have a thick layer of body fat to keep warm. Instead, they rely on their fur 
and the densely packed layer of specially adapted underhairs. 
 Using scanning electron microscopy and polarizing light microscopy, 
Dr. John W. Weisel, professor of cell and developmental biology in the
School of Medicine, and colleagues, examined the structure of these hairs 
for clues to their exceptional insulation abilities. They found that the cuti-
cle surface structure of the underhairs and base of the less-abundant guard 
hairs are distinctively shaped to interlock, with wedge-shaped fi ns or petals 
fi tting into wedge-shaped grooves between fi ns of adjacent hairs. Dr. Weisel 
and colleagues reported their fi ndings in the Canadian Journal of Zoology. 
 Dr. Weisel and research specialist Chandrasekaran Nagaswami, also in 
the department of cell and developmental biology, usually work on defi n-
ing the physical properties of blood clots and applying this knowledge to 
fi nd better treatments for heart disease. 
 “Most hair from animals has a distinctive pattern, which is how we can 
distinguish one species from another,” says Dr. Weisel. The fi ns of one 
hair loosely insert into the grooves between fi ns of an adjacent hair, thus 
permitting the hairs to form a web-like pattern that keeps water from the 
otterʼs skin and decreases heat loss. Also, the grooves between fi ns trap 
air bubbles, which help increase the thermal insulation of the otterʼs coat. 
Indeed, biologists have observed otters actively blowing air bubbles into 
their fur while grooming, and their energetic rolling catches air in their fur. 
“The air insulates like a down jacket,” explains Dr. Weisel. 
 A common otter behavior is their constant grooming. This behavior is 
another important aspect of an otterʼs heat-sparing abilities. In addition 
to the interlocking structure of the underhairs, these hairs are coated with 
a thin layer of body oil from the otterʼs sebaceous glands, thus providing 
another barrier to water. The fi ns of the underhairs are also aligned away 
from the body, which is consistent with the direction in which otters run 
their paws through their hair during this self-grooming, thereby ensuring 
that their claws do not get caught on the fi n-like projections.
Impact of Bupropion in Smoking Cessation Treatment

A study by researchers at the Transdisciplinary Tobacco Use Research 
Center (TTURC) at the School of Medicine indicates that a smoker s̓ genet-
ic make-up may affect whether they quit or not while using either bupropi-
on (Zyban®) or nicotine replacement therapies (NRTs) such as the nicotine 
patch or nasal spray. The results appear in the August issue of Neuropsycho-
pharmacology.
 “This study provides new evidence that genetic differences in the brain-
reward pathways of smokers may reveal whether they would benefi t more 
from Zyban® or nicotine replacement therapy as an aid to quitting smok-
ing,” said lead author Dr. Caryn Lerman, director of the TTURC and as-
sociate director for Cancer Control Population Sciences at the Abramson 
Cancer Center. 
 Dr. Lerman led a research team that completed two randomized clini-
cal trials each with a six-month follow-up period: a double blind placebo-
controlled trial of bupropion and an open-label trial of transdermal nico-
tine patch versus nicotine nasal spray. Both trials examined the roles of 
functional genetic variation in the dopamine D2 Receptor (DRD2) gene 
called DRD2–141C. At this location in the DRD2 gene, people carry one 
of two different variants, a Del C variant or an Ins C variant (Del is for de-
letion and Ins is for Insertion). The research team found that smokers with 
two copies of the DRD2–141 Ins C variant were signifi cantly more likely 
to be abstinent at the six-month follow-up if they used Zyban®, as com-
pared to smokers carrying the Del C variant. By contrast, smokers carry-
ing the Del C variant had signifi cantly higher quit rates if they used NRTs 
as compared to those with the Ins C variant. 
 This research may have important implications for the delivery of quit-
smoking medications that are targeted to individual smokers  ̓needs. “Al-
though these results require confi rmation in a larger study prior to transla-
tion to practice,” said Dr. Lerman, “they do suggest that genetic informa-
tion may be useful in selecting the type of nicotine dependence treatment 
that will be most benefi cial for a particular smoker.” 
Implantable Pump Device to Treat Heart Disease
 Cardiothoracic surgeons at HUP are helping to pave the way for new 
implantable pump devices to treat end-stage heart disease. As part of a na-
tionwide clinical trial, HUP cardiothoracic surgeons have become the fi rst 
in the region to implant a HeartMate II Left Ventricular Assist System into 
a patient for ongoing, permanent support for late-stage heart failure, oth-
erwise known as Destination Therapy. The adult male is now recovering 
after the procedure done on July 14.

 “Before this procedure, this patient was dying of end-stage heart fail-
ure. He reported that his quality-of-life was seriously diminished and his 
clinical condition suggested that he had only a few more weeks to live,” 
said Dr. Michael Acker, chief of cardiothoracic surgery at HUP. “What 
makes this particular device so unique is that rather than mimicking the 
actual pumping motion of the heart, it works to put out a continuous fl ow 
of blood. And itʼs only about the size of your thumb. It will require less 
surgical trauma than other current devices and it can be used in smaller 
people like women and children.”
 The HeartMate II device is powered by a rotary pumping mechanism, 
with one moving part, and weighs only about 14 ounces. It is much small-
er and quieter than other currently approved devices. The device is im-
planted alongside a patientʼs heart and takes over the job of moving along 
the blood of the weakened heartʼs left ventricle. An external controller 
regulates pump speed and a power cable connects the device to a small 
monitor and power base unit. Itʼs about 1.8 inches in diameter and 3.2 
inches long. It pumps blood from the heart throughout the body at up to 10 
liters per minute, the full output of a healthy heart. Itʼs designed for reli-
able long-term support to improve outcomes and quality of life.
 Dr. Rohinton Morris, surgical director of the Heart Transplant Program 
at HUP added, “The axial fl ow device is a signifi cant addition to the vari-
ous surgical methods of treating end-stage heart failure. It is a major ad-
vance in treatment, and holds high promise for the future.”
 Thoratec, the maker of the HeartMate II Left Ventricular Assist System, 
says it s̓ designed to address the need for smaller, long lasting devices in 
Destination Therapy for patients requiring long-term cardiac support. The 
clinical study is being held at 27 centers across the nation, including HUP. 
DNA-Based Sensors for Nano-Tongues and Nano-Noses 

Nano-sized carbon tubes coated with strands of DNA can create tiny 
sensors with abilities to detect odors and tastes, according to researchers at 
Penn and Monell Chemical Sciences Center. Their fi ndings are published 
in the September issue of the journal Nano Letters, a publication of the 
American Chemical Society. 
 According to the researchers, arrays of these nanosensors could detect 
molecules on the order of one part per million, akin to fi nding a one-sec-
ond play amid 278 hours of baseball footage or a single person in Times 
Square on New Years  ̓Eve. In the report, the researchers tested the nano-
sensors on fi ve different chemical odorants, including methanol and dini-
trotoluene, or DNT, a common chemical that is also frequently a compo-
nent of military-grade explosives.  The nanosensors could sniff molecules 
out of the air or taste them in a liquid, suggesting applications ranging 
from domestic security to medical detectors.   
 “What we have here is a hybrid of two molecules that are extreme-
ly sensitive to outside signals:  single stranded DNA, which serves as the 
ʻdetector,  ̓and a carbon nanotube, which functions as ʻtransmitter,ʼ” said 
Dr. A. T. Charlie Johnson, associate professor of physics and astronomy.  
“Put the two together and they become an extremely versatile type of sen-
sor, capable of fi nding tiny amounts of a specifi c molecule.”  
 Given the size of such sensors, each carbon nanotube is about a bil-
lionth of a meter wide. Dr. Johnson and his colleagues believe arrays of 
these sensors could serve as passive detection systems in almost any loca-
tion.  The sensor surface is also self-regenerating, with each sensor lasting 
for more than 50 exposures to the targeted substances, which means they 
would not need to be replaced frequently. 
 The specifi city of single-stranded DNA is what makes these sensors 
so capable.  These biomolecules can be engineered, in a process called di-
rected evolution, to recognize a wide variety of targets, including small 
molecules and specifi c proteins.     
 Likewise, the nanotubes are ideal for signalling when the DNA has 
captured a target molecule. Single-walled nanotubes are formed from a 
single sheet of carbon molecules connected together and then rolled. It is 
a unique material in which every atom is on both the surface and the interi-
or.  Although nanotubes have many applications, they are extremely sensi-
tive to electrostatic variations in their environment, whether the nanotube 
is in a liquid or in air. 
 According to Dr. Johnson, an array of 100 sensors with different re-
sponse characteristics and an appropriate pattern recognition program 
would be able to identify a weak known odor in the face of a strong and 
variable background. 
 “There are few limits as to what we could build these sensors to detect, 
whether it is a molecule wafting off an explosive device or the protein by-
product of a cancerous growth,” Dr. Johnson said.   
 Researchers involved in the project include Cristian Staii, a graduate 
student in physics and astronomy; Michelle Chen, a graduate student in 
material science and engineering; and Dr. Alan Gelperin of Monell.
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Get On Board Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive 

e-mail notifi cation 
when we post break-
ing news between is-
sues. Send an e-mail 

to listserv@lists.upenn.edu with “subscribe 
e-almanac <your full name>” in the body of 
the message. —Ed.

Reader Survey on Website
Almanac readers are invited to com-

plete a brief survey concerning Alma-
nac s̓ website, which can be found on-
line at www.upenn.edu/almanac. Your 
feedback, comments and suggestions 
are welcome and encouraged so that we 
might better serve our web visitors from 
Penn and from around the world. Please 
note that the survey must be completed 
by the end of the month.    —Ed.

EHRS Training: October 10
 The next live training program is: Intro-
duction to Laboratory and Biological Safety at 
Penn, October 10, 1:15–4 p.m., Dunlop Audi-
torium, Stemmler Hall. (sign-in from 1–1:15 
p.m. No admittance to the course after 1:15 
p.m. Penn ID is required for sign-in. A Certifi -
cate of Completion will be granted at the end of 
the training session. Only those individuals who 
sign-in and receive the Certifi cate will be given 
credit for the course.)
 This combined training program provides a 
comprehensive overview of safe work practic-
es in the biomedical laboratory and meets the 
U.S. Department of Laborʼs Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration (OSHA) require-
ments for employees who work with hazardous 
substances including chemicals, human blood, 
blood products, fl uids and human tissue speci-
mens. All faculty, staff and students at the Uni-
versity who work in a laboratory and have not 
previously attended a live training presentation 
must attend this training. 
 The Offi ce of Environmental Health & Ra-
diation Safety (EHRS) develops and pres-
ents a variety of required training programs in 
live presentations or online formats. To deter-
mine which training programs you are required 
to take, review the section “Training Require-
ments.” on the EHRS website www.ehrs.upenn.
edu/training/traindates.html.

Pennʼs Division of Business Services is 
mindful that commuting faculty, staff and stu-
dents have been impacted by the recent rise 
in fuel costs. We would like to make the Penn 
community aware of the programs and servic-
es we provide to make commuting easier and 
more effi cient.      
Penn Transit Options

Penn Transit offers a variety of alternatives 
to driving to campus.

Residents of Center City and West Philadel-
phia may opt to take the PennBus, or the Penn 
Shuttle, which are free services for members of 
the Penn Community with a valid PennCard.  
The PennBus East and PennBus West operate 
from approximately 5 p.m. to midnight (depend-
ing on your stop) and travel along fi xed routes.  
Penn Shuttles offer door-to-door service be-
tween Pennʼs campus and University City, Cen-
ter City and Powelton Village, within defi ned 
boundaries.  Shuttles run between 6 p.m. and 3 
a.m., seven days a week, and are also on-call be-
tween 3 a.m. and 7 a.m., seven days a week.  For 
more details on Penn Transit Services, including 
schedules, maps and a list of transit stops, visit 
www.upenn.edu/transportation. 

Van Pool
Penn Transit coordinates a van-pool pro-

gram for faculty and staff living in and around 
Philadelphia, in conjunction with HUP, CHOP, 
Drexel and the Science Center.  Participants 
pay between $60 and $90 per month, depending 
on their location. For optimum economy, vans 
should transport the maximum capacity of 15 
passengers.

 Daily and part-time rates may also be avail-
able.  To participate, call Penn Transit at (215) 
898-2484 or visit www.upenn.edu/transporta-
tion/vanpool.html.  
Car Pool Matching Service

Penn Transit is pleased to help facilitate car 
pools for faculty and staff. Penn Transit has sub-
scribed to a ride share service called AlterNet 
Rides, which Penn employees can access at no 
cost.  Use this service to connect with individuals 
in your area interested in car-pooling. To access, 
visit www.upenn.edu/transportation and click on 
“Partnership Services.”

Public Transportation Options
Penn partners with SEPTA to offer members 

of the University Community discounted rides 
on public transportation.  

Transit Passes
Faculty, staff and students  receive a 10% dis-

count on monthly passes for SEPTA̓ s suburban 
rail system or city transit system.  (Rail passes 
are also good for travel in and around Philadel-
phia on SEPTA̓ s buses, trolleys and subways).  
Passes are purchased through payroll deduction; 
the amount (which varies based on rail zone) is 
deducted pre-tax.  To sign up, call the Parking 
offi ce at (215) 898-8667 for an authorization 
form.  As staff must pre-pay for these passes, 
please allow fi ve weeks for processing before 
you can receive your fi rst pass.  

LUCY
Members of the Penn Community are enti-

tled to free rides on LUCY (Loop Through Uni-
versity City) which runs between 30th Street 
Station and various points in University City 
on weekdays between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Riders 
must show a valid PennCard.

For stops and schedules, visit www.ucityphi-
la.org/getting_around/lucy.cfmla.org/getting_around/lucy.cfmla.org/getting_around/lucy.cf .

—Division of Business Services 

On Fuel Conservation: Making Commuting Easier and More Effi cient

UCDʼs Katrina Disaster Relief Fund
As the full extent of Hurricane Katrinaʼs 

devastation is revealed, University City Dis-
trict (UCD) joins their “sister” organization, the 
New Orleans Downtown Development District 
(DDD) in their commitment to rebuild New Or-
leans.  Both 501(c)3 nonprofi t organizations be-
lieve it is imperative to quickly support the local 
economy in order to facilitate revitalization.

Much like Philadelphiaʼs UCD–which builds 
effective partnerships to maintain a clean and 
safe environment and to promote, plan and ad-
vocate for University Cityʼs diverse, urban com-
munity–the mission of the Downtown Develop-
ment District is to develop and sustain a vibrant 
Downtown New Orleans in which to live, work 
and play by ensuring that Downtown is clean 
and safe and by acting as a catalyst for econom-
ic development.

Lewis Wendell, UCDʼs Executive Director 
says, “The City of New Orleans is a national 
treasure and as a sister organization it is only fi t-
ting that UCD set up a fund for University City 
organizations and residents to provide help to 
the New Orleans Downtown Development Dis-
trict as it struggles to rebuild in the aftermath of 
the Katrina disaster.”

After Katrina hit, DDD Executive Direc-
tor Kurt Weigle said in a Fox News interview, 
that 60-70% of stores in the DDD were lightly 
hit and could reopen soon and that military and 
construction presence would provide a strong 
initial market. Mr. Weigle also added that, “If 
thereʼs a glimmer of hope, itʼs that downtown 
and the French Quarter, compared with the rest 
of the city, were pretty lightly touched.” Those 
who were fortunate to have minimal home dam-
age will need to take the city on their shoulders 
while the city rebuilds itself.

To make your donation today, please visit 
UCD at 3940 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19104 or call (215) 243-0555.  Checks should 
be made payable to Downtown Development 
Unlimited and can be mailed to:

Downtown Development District
c/o The Rapides Foundation
1101 Fourth Street, Suite 300
Alexandria, LA 71301

Please use www.upenn.edu/pennsway as the 
vehicle to make your pledge to Pennʼs Way.vehicle to make your pledge to Pennʼs Way.

To be eli-
gible for the 
prizes of the 
Week One 
Raffl e, (Octo-
ber 3-7) com-
pleted pledge 
forms are due 
before 5 p.m. 
on October 7. 

For a list of 
the Week One 
prizes see Al-
manac Sep-
tember 27.The 
winners will 
be included in the October 18 issue.
Week Two Raffl e: October 10-14

October 10–14 (Pledges must be received 
before 5 p.m. on October 14 to be eligible for 
the raffl e drawing on Monday, October 17).

• Lunch for two at the Harrison Dining Room 
of the University Club, from Business Services.

• One of fi ve photographic books, from Busi-
ness Services

• One Family Membership, from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Museum.

• One of three passes for  two one-hour Court 
Rentals at Levy Tennis Pavilion, from Athletics.

—Robert Eich, 
Penn s̓ Way 2006 Campaign Coordinator

Pennʼs Way 2006
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for September 19-25, 2005. Also reported were 19 Crimes Against Property (including 15 
thefts, 2 burglaries, and 2 robberies). Full reports are on the web (www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/
n06/creport.html).n06/creport.html).n06/creport.html Prior weeksʼ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of September 19-25, 2005. The 
University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 
43rd Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and ac-
curate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportuni-
ty for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safe-
ty at (215) 898-4482.

09/22/05   7:00 AM 4100 Locust St Unknown male attempted to rob complainant
09/22/05 10:37 PM 4116 Spruce St Two males robbed apartment at gunpoint
09/23/05   6:13 AM 40th & Sansom St Male stopped/wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/24/05 12:22 AM 300 40th St  Male causing disturbance/Arrest
09/25/05   4:38 PM 3650 Chestnut St Confi dential Report

18th District Report
8 incidents and 4 arrests (including 6 robberies and 2 aggravated assaults) were reported between Sep-

tember 19-25, 2005 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St. & Market St. to Woodland 
Ave.

09/20/05 11:26 AM 4641 Chestnut St Robbery/Arrest
09/21/05   8:22 PM 3601 Walnut St Robbery/Arrest
09/21/05   6:55 PM 414 48th St  Robbery/Arrest
09/22/05   7:00 AM 4100 Locust St Robbery
09/22/05 12:30 PM  4901 Spruce St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
09/22/05 10:44 PM 4116 Spruce St Robbery
09/23/05   1:30 PM 5200 Larchwood Ave Robbery
09/23/05   1:55 PM 5199 Spruce St Aggravated Assault

The University of Pennsylvaniaʼs journal of record, opinion and 
news is published Tuesdays during the academic year, and as 
needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic editions 
on the Internet (accessible through the PennWeb) include HTML 
and Acrobat versions of the print edition, and interim information 
may be posted in electronic-only form. Guidelines for readers and 
contributors are available on request and online.
EDITOR  Marguerite F. Miller
ASSOCIATE EDITOR  Natalie S. Woulard
ASSISTANT EDITOR  Mary C. Capurso
STUDENT ASSISTANTS Jontae McCoy, Pablo Sierra, 
  Sarah Yanes
UCHS INTERN Francine Bines

ALMANAC ADVISORY BOARD: For the Faculty Senate, Martin 
Pring (chair), Helen Davies, Lance Donaldson-Evans, Lois Ev-
ans, Charles Mooney, Neville Strumpf, Joseph Turow. For the 
Administration, Lori N. Doyle. For the Staff Assemblies, Michele 
Taylor, PPSA; Omar Mitchell, WPSA; Varvara Kountouzi, Librar-
ians Assembly.
The University of Pennsylvania values diversity and seeks talented 
students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. The Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, color, national or 
ethnic origin, age, disability, or status as a Vietnam Era Veteran 
or disabled veteran in the administration of educational policies, 
programs or activities; admissions policies; scholarship and loan 
awards; athletic, or other University administered programs or em-
ployment. Questions or complaints regarding this policy should be 
directed to Jeanne Arnold, Executive Director, Offi ce of Affi rmative 
Action, 3600 Chestnut Street, 2nd fl oor, Philadelphia, PA 19104-
6106 or (215) 898-6993 (Voice) or (215) 898-7803 (TDD).

Suite 211 Nichols HouseSuite 211 Nichols House
3600 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106
Phone: (215) 898-5274 or 5275 FAX: (215) 898-9137
E-Mail: almanac@pobox.upenn.edu
URL: www.upenn.edu/almanac

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

Volunteers Needed for Osteoporosis Study
The University of Pennsylvania Health Sys-
tem/Department of Radiology seeks women 60 
years or older. Eligible volunteers would receive 
a magnetic resonance (MRI) and a dual energy 
X-ray exam (DEXA) to measure bone density. 
Participants will be compensated. Please con-
tact Louise Loh or Helen Peachey at (215) 898-
5664 for more information.

Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac
classifi ed ad material. 

•
For information call (215) 898-5274.

CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL

Update
October AT PENN

Deadlines: The deadline for the weekly Update is 
every Tuesday, for the following Tuesdayʼs issue.
The deadline for the November AT PENN calendar is 
Tuesday, October 11. For information see www.upenn.
edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

Do you have Arthritis in Your Knees? Would 
you like to participate in a study designed to fi nd 
out if acupuncture may help you walk better and 
decrease the pain? The study compares real acu-
puncture using needles that do not puncture the 
skin in patients who need physical therapy. Call 
Pat Williams for information at (215) 898-3038.

FILMS
4 Oratorio for Prague; Soviet invasion of Czecho-
slavakia in 1968; 5 p.m.; rm. B21, Stiteler Hall (Slavic 
Languages and Literatures; Cinema Studies).
5 Das Leben ist eine Baustelle; urban reality in 
the 1990s; German; 8 p.m.; Gregory College House 
(Deutsches Haus Modern Language Program).

FITNESS/LEARNING
6 Debt Reduction and Wealth Building; noon-1:30 
p.m.; rm. 355, Houston Hall (WPSA; Wharton).
14 Hindi-Urdu Workshop: Urdu Meter; 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; 3619 Locust Walk; pre-register by October 10: 
haimanti@sas.upenn.edu (South Asia Center).

READING/SIGNING
7 Fantasia Barrino–Life Is Not A Fairy Tale; Ameri-
can Idol 3 winner;  12:30 p.m.; Penn Bookstore.

TALKS
5 Chinese Linguistics Series–Script and Cognition: 
The Impact of Orthography on Western and Eastern 

The Dance Celebration s̓ 24th 
Season  at the Annenberg 
Center begins October 5-8, 
with the world premiere of 
Anytown: Stories of America, 
featuring the legendary music 
of Rock ʻn  ̓Roll Hall of Famer 
Bruce Springsteen and 
E-Street band members–
Patti Scialfa and Soozie Tyrell, 
with choreography by 
Danial Shapiro & Joanie 
Smith. Anytown is “a dance 
centered around the strug-
gles of the working class in 
the Dust Bowl Era.” See Penn 
Presents web site at www.pen-
npresents.org for times and 
prices of the performances.

Patterns of Thought; William Hannas, Foreign Broad-
cast Information Service; noon; rm. 216, Williams 
Hall (East Asian Studies).
6 Do Tumors Contain Severely Hypoxic Cells?; 
Cameron Koch, radiation oncology; noon; Confer-
ence Room, John Morgan Bldg. (Radiation Oncology 
& Radiation Biology).
7 Social Times of Network Spaces: Network Se-
quences and Foreign Investment in Hungary; David 
Stark, Columbia University; Balazs Vedres, Central 
European University; 10:30 a.m.; rm. F55, Huntsman 
Hall (International Affairs).
10 Restoring the Clock Tower in Venice (1858 and 
2004); Nubar Gianighian, Instituto Universitario di 
Archittura di Venezia; 6 p.m.; B-3, Meyerson Hall 
(Historic Preservation).
12 An Introduction to China s̓ Peoples Liberation 
Army (PLA); Ken Allen, CNA Corporation; 4:30 p.m.; 
rooms 286-287, McNeil Bldg. (East Asian Studies).
13 Dialogues Across Indian Country: Indigenous 
Archaeology; Joe Watkins, Choctaw Indian archaelo-
goist; 4 p.m.; Rainey Auditorium, Penn Museum (Mu-
seum).

Health Quest Live 
The Penn-Cheyney EXPORT Center and 

(UPHS) and are pleased to support Health 
Quest with faculty from UPHS addressing 
health topics important to the African-American 
community. For more information call 1-800-
789-PENN or see www.pennhealth.com.Tune 
to station WURD Radio–900 on your AM dial 
from 11 a.m.-noon on the following date. 
Date   Topic  Speaker 
October 5 Depression  Dr. Joel Streim
October 19  Colon Cancer  Dr. Grace Smith

Swarthmore  House  for sale.  Easy walk to 
commuter train.  Lovely street.  3 bedrooms,  2.5 
baths.   4th bedroom/offi ce.  A/C.  Garage, deck in 
backyard.  Not too big, not too small.   $460,000. 
Available immediately. (610) 328-5597.  
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Any cardiologist whose patient failed two stress tests in a row would 
prescribe aggressive treatment. The patient would need to learn how to 
deal with a heart that gave out, for the alternatives surely would not be 
good.

In fact, American government has now failed two stress tests—fi rst 
September 11, then Hurricane Katrina. In the aftermath of September 11, 
everyone pledged that the government would learn how to prevent such 
consequences. But Katrina revealed scant improvement and enduring, 
deep-seated pathologies. Left untreated, these pathologies will continue 
to plague us and threaten even greater loss of life, more injuries, and spi-
raling property damage.

As bad as Katrina was, it could have been far worse. Instead of a glanc-
ing blow from a Category 4 hurricane, New Orleans could have suffered 
a direct hit from a Category 5 storm. Hurricanes are not the only mega-
threat we face. Seismologists continue to warily eye the west coast for 
“the big one,” and public health offi cials are worrying about the risk that 
avian fl u could cause a world pandemic. Terrorism could trump all those 
threats. As bad as Katrina was, the worst is yet to come—unless we fi nd a 
way to learn, quickly, how best to deal with these events.

Such wide-ranging problems share a core: they are what analysts call 
“asymmetric threats,” broad and unpredictable events aimed, deliberately 
or not, at points of vulnerability in the system. On September 11, terrorists 
cleverly exploited weaknesses in the airline security system. Four years 
later, Hurricane Katrina infl icted enormous damage because its fl ood wa-
ters burst through weaknesses in New Orleansʼs levee system. 

We deal relatively well with threats that play to our strengths. Both 
Gulf Wars lasted mere weeks because, in both cases, the Iraqi regular 
army was outfought and outgunned by a vastly superior force. But the 
American military has had a far more diffi cult time dealing with “impro-
vised explosive devices,” often triggered by cell phones or garage door 
openers, aimed at vulnerabilities in our equipment and strategy. We have 
successfully developed vaccines against deadly scourges like smallpox, 
but we fi nd ourselves seriously vulnerable to diseases like bird fl u that ex-
ploit vulnerabilities in our immune systems. 

When faced with such puzzles, we naturally reach back to the past for 
how to deal with an uncertain future. That works well when the old in-
stincts provide useful clues for new threats. The problem with asymmet-
ric threats, however, is that by defi nition the old solutions do not fi t. We 
nevertheless continue to drive down the old, familiar road. Even if it does 
not take us where we need to go, there is comfort in the fact that the path, 
at least, feels familiar.

A foreign diplomat told me that he found it curious, as the United 
States sought to devise a post-September 11 strategy, that top offi cials 
looked backward to the lessons of creating the Department of Defense in 
the 1940s as the model for the 21st centuryʼs most important new prob-
lem. It reinforced the “failure of imagination” that the 9/11 Commission 
found was at the core of our vulnerability to that attack. 

We also fail to learn because of pathologies rooted deeply in the Amer-
ican system of government. In debating the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, Republicans and Democrats fought over the symbol of creating 
the new department. In fact, President Bush fought hard against the plan 
and switched, at the last minute, just as it became clear that congressional 
Democrats were going to force it on him. He now pays for the switch: an-
gry Gulf Coast residents are calling on him to answer for the departmentʼs 
poor performance. In creating the department, Washington politicians got 
a symbol. The department they created was a mess to manage.

Even worse, the creation of the department refl ected four dangerous 
American political instincts. One is to try to solve every public problem 

by putting a box around it. Congress and the president tried to shore up 
homeland security by merging 22 agencies into a new department. Hurri-
cane Katrina paid no attention to their handiwork and revealed deep fl aws 
in the operations of the department and one of its key units, the Feder-
al Emergency Management Agency. “When in doubt, reorganize!” is the 
watchword. But, as Katrina showed, that solution does not guarantee an 
effective response and, in fact, it can sometimes make it worse.

The second is to force problems into hierarchies. We look for the chain 
of command and push decisions up the chain. However, the wonderfully 
complex system of American government is exquisitely designed to en-
sure that no one is ultimately responsible for anything. The shared respon-
sibility buried in the Constitutionʼs separation of powers and in the feder-
al-state-local division of work guarantees that our instinctive search for a 
command authority over complex problems will be disappointed.

Third, we substitute an obsession for rules for a focus on performance. 
In the governmentʼs response to Hurricane Katrina rules and paperwork 
repeatedly stymied the response. President Bush said, “We will not al-
low bureaucracy to get in the way of saving lives.” But an infuriated Rep. 
Charlie Melancon (D-La.) told Nightline, “What Iʼve seen the last sever-
al days is bureaucrats that were worried about procedure rather than sav-
ing lives.”

Hundreds of fi refi ghters from around the country were stuck in Atlan-
ta, receiving days of training on community relations and sexual harass-
ment, before they reached the front lines. Truck drivers carrying thou-
sands of water bottles were prevented from driving to New Orleans be-
cause they had not yet been assigned a “tasker number.” Wayne County, 
Michigan, Sherriff Warren C. Evans refused to stop his convoy of 6 trailer 
trucks, full of food and water, and 33 deputies, to await the required forms. 
“I could look at CNN and see people dying, and I couldnʼt in good con-
science wait for a coordinated response,” he said.

Finally, as one frustrated state homeland security offi cial put it, we 
have a “maniacally single-minded devotion to home rule.” Governmen-
tal units often follow river banks or arbitrary lines on map. In many parts 
of the country, weʼve drawn our boundaries to meet important 17th centu-
ry goals, such as ensuring that citizens live within a dayʼs horseback ride 
of the county seat. Many of our most important problems fail to fi t the 
boundaries drawn centuries ago. We surely need to promote democratic 
self-government, but we cannot allow the local offi cials  ̓insistence on au-
tonomy to jeopardize citizens  ̓lives. The situation got so bad in New Or-
leans that police in neighboring Gretna City fi red over the heads of evacu-
ees to prevent them from crossing a bridge into their town. Gunfi re rarely 
promotes collaboration in a crisis.

We know how to solve many of these problems, even the asymmetric 
threats that raise special concerns. Our public offi cials need to work to-
gether like members of a symphony, all of them knowing the special role 
they need to play to toward a harmonious result. We need top offi cials 
who understand the need to lead, and that leading is more like a conduc-
tor whose job it is to recognize the score they need to perform and how to 
bring the right instruments in. The fi rst responders at the Pentagon on the 
morning of September 11 showed that this strategy not only is possible but 
that it can work well, even in crisis. Too often, however, we have dueling 
conductors fi ghting over the baton.

We do not need to suffer Katrina-like failures again. We have had two 
stress tests and have been taught the lessons we need to learn. More asym-
metric threats loom before us. If we fail to learn, the worst surely is yet 
to come. 

—Donald F. Kettl, Director, Fels Institute of Government,
Stanley I. Sheerr Endowed Term Professor in the Social Sciences

The Worst Is Yet to Come:
Lessons from September 11 and Hurricane Katrina
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Dr. Donald Kettl presented his research on policy proposals 
to improve FEMA and the nation s̓ emergency response 
system, to dozens of senior government offi cials with 
homeland security responsibilities at a special session of the 
Treasury Department s̓ Executive Institute at the U.S. Mint in 
Washington, D.C. on September 22. The full report is available 
online at www.sas.upenn.edu/fels/research_service.htm.


