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1. Notice of Meeting. A special meeting of the Faculty Senate will be 
held on Wednesday, May 17, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. in the University Club, The 
Inn at Penn, 3600 Walnut St. Adjournment will be no later than 3 p.m.

2. Agenda. The agenda for the special meeting follows: 
a. Call to order.
b. Proposal pursuant to Section 17 of the Rules of the Faculty Senate 

to amend those Rules as follows:
(i) To amend Rule 9(a) to (a) permit the Senate Chair to call meetings of 

the Executive Committee and to make distributions to the Executive Com-
mittee by email transmission, (b) to permit the Senate Chair to call spe-
cial meetings of the Executive Committee during the University s̓ winter 
or summer breaks under limited circumstances, with notice by publication 
online in Almanac Between Issues and email notification or if necessary by 
email notification alone, and (c) to permit motions and voting by the Exec-
utive Committee by email transmission in certain circumstances.

(ii) To amend Rule 9(c) to change the time for constituency representa-
tives of the Executive Committee to submit nominations for the Nominat-
ing Committee from October 1 to “early during the spring semester.”

(iii) To amend Rule 9(f) to (a) eliminate the requirement that nomi-
nations by the Committee on Committees be considered at two separate 
meetings of the Executive Committee, unless at least five members present 
request a second meeting and (b) to permit the Senate Chair, Chair-elect, 
and Past Chair to submit nominations to the Executive Committee after 
May 15 if the Committee on Committees has not, by that date, nominated a 
sufficient number of committee members who have agreed to serve.

(iv) To amend Rule 9(h) to (a) change the name of the Committee on 
the Faculty to Committee on Faculty and the Academic Mission and to 
provide general charges for that committee, (b) to provide general charges 
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for the Committee on Students and Educational Policy, (c) to change the 
name of the Committee on Administration to the Committee on Faculty 
and the Administration and to provide general charges for that committee, 
(d) to provide general charges for the Committee on Publication Policy for 
Almanac, and (e) to provide general charges for the Committee on Faculty 
Development, Diversity, and Equity.

(v)  To add a new Rule 9(i) to (a) permit chairs of Senate committees to 
call meetings and to make distributions by email transmission, and (b) to 
permit motions and voting by the committee members by email transmis-
sion in certain circumstances.

(vi) To amend Rule 11(a) to permit the Senate Chair to call special 
meetings of the Senate during the Universityʼs winter or summer breaks 
under limited circumstances, with notice by publication online in Alma-
nac Between Issues and email notification or if necessary by email noti-
fication alone.

c. The amended Rules as they would read as amended may be found 
at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/n29/sec-rule-amend.html.

d. Adjournment (3 p.m.).
3. Background. During the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 academic 

years the Senate Committee on the Faculty and the Faculty Senate Execu-
tive Committee (SEC) discussed the need to provide explicit approval in 
the Senate rules for the use of electronic communications in conducting 
business of the Senate and SEC. The discussions also addressed the need 
to address certain inefficiencies in the process of nominating and electing 
members of committees. Finally, the discussions addressed the need to 
provide standing general charges for the standing senate committees men-
tioned above. SEC approved in principle the material revisions proposed 
above and the proposed general charges.

Under Section 15 of the Rules of the Faculty Senate, notification or distribution to members of the Faculty Senate 
may be accomplished by publication in Almanac. The following is published pursuant to that rule.

To:  Members of the Faculty Senate
From:  Neville Strumpf, Chair
Subject: Notice of Special Meeting of Faculty Senate to Consider Changes to Rules of the Faculty Senate

Dr. Lisker, Linguistics
Dr. Leigh Lisker, 

emeritus professor of 
linguistics, died March 
24 in Philadelphia. He 
was 87. 

A three-time Penn 
alumnus, Dr. Lisker 
received his A.B. in 
1941, with a major in 
German, his M.A. in 
1946, and a Ph.D. in 
1949 in linguistics. 
He was a major fig-
ure in phonetics, work-

ing both at Penn and at Haskins Laboratories in 
New Haven, CT, where he was a senior scientist 
from 1951 until the end of his life. He collabo-
rated with several phoneticians, principally Ar-
thur S. Abramson. Dr. Lisker also made impor-
tant contributions to Dravidian linguistics, in-
cluding the book Introduction to Spoken Telugu, 
and did research comparing phonetic and pho-
nological perceptions on the part of linguistical-
ly naive and linguistically sophisticated speak-
ers of different native language backgrounds. He 
conducted such studies in collaboration with Dr. 
Abramson of the University of Connecticut, Bh. 
Krishnamurti of Hyderabad University, India, 
Adrian Fourcin of London University, and M. 
Rossie of the Institute de Phonétique at the Uni-
vervsité de Provence, Aix-en-Provence. 

Dr. Lisker spent almost his entire career at 
Penn, where he was one of the first members of the 

linguistics department. He began as an assistant 
instructor of German in 1947 and began teaching 
linguistics in 1949. From 1951-1959 he was an as-
sistant professor of linguistics and Dravidian lin-
guistics, he was associate professor of linguistics 
and Dravidian linguistics,1960-1964, and profes-
sor of linguistics from 1965 until his retirement in 
1989. He also served as chairman of the depart-
ment of linguistics, 1970-1978.  He was a visit-
ing professor at Georgetown University, Princeton 
University, Columbia University, the Central Insti-
tute of Indian Languages (Mysore, India), and Os-
mania University (Hyderabad, India). 

Dr. Lisker received several awards, including 
a 1967 Guggenheim fellowship and fellowships 
from the American Council of Learned Societies 
and the Fulbright Foundation.  He was elected fel-
low of the Acoustical Society of America in 1979. 

Dr. Lisker is survived by his daughters, Car-
ol Kennedy and Lisa; son, Roy; and two grand-
children. Donations can be sent to the Free Li-
brary of Philadelphia, 1901 Vine St., Philadel-
phia, PA 19104.

Ms. Pollock, Security Office
Ms. Adah Mench Pollock, a retired adminis-

trative assistant, died March 31 at age 85.
Ms. Pollock came to the Pennʼs Personnel 

Office in 1964 as a receptionist and retired in 
1978, as an administrative assistant in the Se-
curity Office. 

She is survived by her daughter, Beth Avery 
and her sister, Alice Aronson. A memorial ser-
vice is being planned for May at Christ Church, 
20 N. American St., Philadelphia, PA 19106.

Deaths

Leigh Lisker

Ms. Rhoads, Wharton
Ms. Ann Rhoads, business administrator for 

the operations and information management de-
partment at the Wharton School, died March 24. 
She was 51.

Ms. Rhoads came to Penn in 1972 as a secre-
tary in the Moore School of Electrical Engineer-
ing. In 1982, she joined Wharton as an adminis-
trative coordinator in the dean s̓ office. In 1984 
she served as office manager and then in 1988 
was promoted to assistant director for administra-
tive services. In 1995, she transferred to the oper-
ations and information management department 
where she became the business administrator, a 
position she held at the time of her death.

Ms. Rhoads is survived by her husband, 
John; three children, Jack, Scott and Kristen; 
three grandchildren; parents, John and Helena 
Maguire; and stepsister, Helena Heinaman. 

The Wharton School is planning a memorial 
service at a later date. Details will be published 
in Almanac when available.  

Correction
Last week s̓ obituary for Dr. Ralph Erickson  

inadvertently omitted one of his survivors, his 
wife, Elinor. We regret the error. —Eds.

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff, 
students, and other members of the University 
community. Contact Almanac staff at (215) 898-
5274 or e-mail almanac@pobox.upenn.edu.
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Purchase of Wind-Generated Power: 27% of Pennʼs Energy Needs  
Under a new agreement, the University of Pennsylvania will now purchase 27 percent of its en-

ergy needs from wind-generated power, nearly tripling its wind-energy purchase. 
Following previous annual wind-energy purchases of 40,000 megawatt-hours (MWh) from 

Pennsylvania wind farms, Pennʼs new agreement to purchase 112,000 MWh each year for the next 
five years from wind farms across the country represents the largest retail purchase of green power 
in the nation by an institution of higher education.  

“Research has shown that wind-powered energy is a safe, non-polluting alternative to electrici-
ty produced by fossil fuels,” President Amy Gutmann said. “We at Penn are pleased to be a nation-
al leader in clean energy and in the development of the wind-generated power industry in the state.  
Through this environmental stewardship, we can continue to raise the awareness of our students and 
the community about alternative fuel options.” 

 The 112,000 MWh—represents 27 percent of the 412,000 MWh the University uses annually—
is enough to power nearly 10,500 average American homes for a year. 

Penn has been a leading organization in purchasing wind energy, and according to the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. Penn has also been on EPA̓ s Top 25 list of national green power pur-
chasers since the list was begun (Almanac October 18, 2005). Pennʼs new commitment will move 
Penn up to No. 8 nationally.

“EPA applauds the University of Pennsylvania for its role as a green power leader, not only 
amongst its peers in the Ivy League, but for higher education institutions across the nation,” Blaine 
Collison, program director for EPA̓ s Green Power Partnership, said. “Pennʼs purchase supports 
Americaʼs domestic supply of clean, renewable energy.”

This new agreement is part of an on-going campaign at Penn to become greener and to show 
its commitment to a sustainable environment. The Penn student group Green Campus Partnership 
has been engaged in this effort that includes recycling audits and lobbying for more efficient ener-
gy usage.  

“There has been a lot of talk recently about universities  ̓responsibilities not only to instruct their 
students about environmental stewardship but to practice such stewardship,” Dr. Robert Giegen-
gack, professor of earth and environmental science, said. “This has translated into student cam-
paigns to increase recycling or to establish bike paths, but relatively little attention has been paid to 
a universityʼs biggest impact on the environment: its energy appetite.”

Pennʼs previous significant wind energy-purchases, supplied by Exelon–Community Energy 
Wind Farms in Pennsylvania, catalyzed the industry in the state, spurring the development of ad-
ditional renewable generation facilities (Almanac October 30, 2001). Because purchases of green 
power support the development of new renewable generation facilities, Pennʼs latest commitment is 
expected to have the same effect nationally.

“Penn continues to lead the way at a time when our energy and climate future demands strong 
leaders,” Brent Alderfer, president of Community Energy Inc. of Wayne, PA, said.  “Pennʼs decision 
to step up to a top-10 national-level wind purchase sets a new benchmark in higher education.”

Morris Arboretum: Kids “Earth Day” 
Planter; Cheryl Wilks, floral designer 
and owner of Flowers on Location. Letʼs 
keep our planet green. This special Earth 
Day program is for kids 5 to 12 years old. 
Theyʼll learn about the care and handling 
of houseplants as they plant and decorate 
a keepsake container and fill it with an 
assortment of plants to take home. 10:30 
a.m.–noon; Members: $27, Non-mem-
bers: $30. Register: (215) 247-5777, ext. 
125.

Civic House: Let s̓ Pick It Up Penn-
sylvania Day.  Everyone wants to live, 
work and play in a clean and green com-
munity and itʼs up to everyone to make 
it possible and improve the overall qual-
ity of life for us all. Join Pennsylvanians 
across the state and Americans across 
the nation in cleaning up litter and trash 
along our roadsides, streams, parks, for-
ests and neighborhoods. Anyone can 
help! Community and civic associations, 
schools and youth groups, business em-
ployees, hunting and fishing clubs, con-
servation organizations, sport teams and 
others can organize their members and 
participate in the Great PA Clean Up. To 
learn more about how to get involved, 
visit www.greatpacleanup.org. 

Sansom Place College House:  Join 
in the celebration of Earth Day and tour 
one of the largest  municipal parks in the 
world, Philadelphiaʼs Fairmount Park! 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Meeet in Sansom 
Place East Lobby. See http://gpsp.busi-
ness-services.upenn.edu; or for informa-
tion: ourplace@pobox.upenn.edu. 

Earth Day 2006: April 22

to detect, evaluate, and treat problems of musculo-
skeletal injury and repair. The cutting-edge tech-
nologies of these research cores will provide inves-
tigators with the tools they need to fundamentally 
advance their research.

 “The purpose of the Center is to support and 
foster collaborations between programs already in 
place, as well as help jump start interactions,” con-
tinued Dr. Soslowsky. “ We will be able to sup-
port whatever the investigator is already interest-
ed in, allowing people to work in their strengths 
and improve their own programs through new and 
enhanced opportunities. Also, pilot grant fund-
ing will seed new investigations and also provide 
funding for established investigators who have an 
interest in moving to musculoskeletal research.”

 In addition to the significant participation of 
faculty within the School of Medicine, investi-
gators from Veterinary Medicine, Dental Med-
icine, Engineering and Applied Sciences, and 
Arts and Sciences will participate as well.

Further information on this new Center can be 
found at: www.uphs.upenn.edu/orl/ccmd.

(continued from page 1)

Regalia Rental Reminder
Faculty invited to participate in the 

Academic Procession for the 250th Com-
mencement must order their academic re-
galia from the Penn Bookstore by Friday, 
April 14. Please see www.upenn.edu/com-
mencement/facadmin for the order form.

$3.2 Million from NIH for 
Musculoskeletal Disorders 

Biomedical Graduate Studies Grant from Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Biomedical Graduate Studies (BGS) at the School of Medicine has been chosen by the Howard 

Hughes Medical Institute to receive a four-year, $700,000 grant to develop training for students to help 
shorten the time it takes to translate basic science discoveries into new medical treatments. 

BGS was chosen for its proposal to develop the Graduate Training in Medical Sciences (GTMS) Cer-
tificate Program, consisting of three modules that present core principles of medical sciences, focus on 
human physiology and pathology, and offer clinical clerkships that stress translational research. The pro-
gram will promote more clinically-relevant research by producing basic scientists who have a clearer un-
derstanding of human biology and pathology, and who can more effectively interact with clinical scien-
tists to tackle medically-relevant research problems.

“Our current BGS curriculum provides predoctoral students with excellent training in focused ar-
eas of basic biomedical science,” says Dr. Mitchell Lewis, director of the GTMS Program. Dr. Carolyn 
Cambor, co-director of the GTMS program, says, “This grant now allows us to augment graduate train-
ing with a component that provides comprehensive medical science education that explores human bi-
ology and disease.”

BGS is composed of seven inter-departmental, cross-school graduate groups: Biochemistry and Mo-
lecular Biophysics; Cell and Molecular Biology; Epidemiology and Biostatistics; Genomics and Com-
putational Biology; Immunology; Neuroscience; and Pharmacological Sciences. The GTMS Program 
will be open to all BGS students, and will admit up to six students a year. The curriculum will integrate 
into existing programs, without lengthening the time it takes to earn the degree.

“It is critical that we develop this training, given the increased intersection between basic and clinical 
research, and we are excited to provide this opportunity to our students, “ says Dr. Susan Ross, director 
of BGS. For additional information on BGS, visit  www.med.upenn.edu/bgs.
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Daniel Lee, Associate Professor, Graduate 
Chair, Departments of Electrical and Systems 
Engineering and Bioengineering, received his 
B.A. from Harvard and his Ph.D. from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology. He joined the 
Penn faculty as an assistant professor in 2001 
in the departments of electrical and systems en-
gineering and bioengineering.  His impact on a 
wide group of students goes well beyond class-
room education. Since he joined the Penn fac-
ulty, he has been the most sought-after advisor 
in his department for the senior design projects 
all undergraduate students must perform. As 
a result, he single-handedly advises more stu-
dents than anyone else in the department. Quan-
tity does not, in this case, decrease the quality 
of advice;  projects he supervises have regular-
ly won the award for best senior design project.  
His classroom teaching is equally well-regard-
ed. One student describes his class as being “as 
challenging as it was fun,” since it allowed stu-
dents to re-examine some fundamental concepts 
from a fresh perspective.  Another described him 
as “one of our outstanding professors,” because 
he is “very passionate about his work and cares 
about his students.” He is also known for being 
“creative and interested in exploring many av-
enues” in his  teaching, rather than “playing it 
safe.”  Many students mentioned his accessibil-
ity and willingness to be helpful. As one said, 
“He has in a true sense been a Guru for me, one 
who shows the path towards light and success 
and also helps in attaining it.” 

Gary Molander, Allan Day Professor of 
Chemistry, received his B.S. from Iowa State 
University and his Ph.D. from Purdue Univer-
sity. He joined the Penn faculty in the chemis-
try department in 1999. One of his colleagues 
has characterized him as “a great teacher and a 
brilliant chemist.” He works with both under-
graduate and graduate students. For graduate 
students, “his well-earned reputation as a cut-
ting-edge researcher makes his one of the most 
highly sought-after groups in the department.”  
He is also known as a mentor, who goes “above 
and beyond the call of duty in helping his grad-
uate students to write their letters, make con-
tacts and find the best possible positions.” On 
the undergraduate level, he teaches one of the 
most difficult courses: Organic Chemistry. It 
is a testament to his skill as a teacher that stu-
dents describe him as “phenomenal,” “fantas-
tic,” “amazing,” and “the best professor I have 
had at Penn.” One said, “Iʼll be sad to lose this 
class next fall.” Another called him, “the Dalai 
Lama” of Organic Chemistry, remarking that 
the course is “massively tough, but ultimately 
satisfyingly challenging.” In particular, many 
students focused on his ability to express “com-
plicated concepts with a distinct clarity and de-
fined simplicity.” Students also commented 
on his accessibility and his willingness to help 
them outside of class. One student concluded:  
“Molander rocks!”

Nicholas Souleles, Associate Professor 
of Finance, received his B.S.E. from Princ-
eton University in 1988 and his Ph.D. from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
1995, whereupon he joined the Finance De-
partment in the Wharton School at Penn. One 
colleague described him as a “teacher, scholar 
and leader whose generosity with his time, in-
sight and judgment has greatly benefited gen-
erations of students.” At all levels (undergradu-
ate, M.B.A. and Ph.D.), his course evaluations 
are outstanding.  Students at all of these levels 
spoke highly of his “personal qualities and lead-
ership skills,” as well as his “talent for simplify-
ing very complex subject matter into coherent, 
understandable segments.” One student report-
ed: “I learned so much from Professor Soule-
les and find that his teaching had a permanent 
effect.” Another described his class as “one of 
the academic high points of my college expe-
rience.” And his influence extends outside the 
classroom. One student called him, “not only an 
incredible source of knowledge but also a role 
model for his students.” Many referred to his 
passion for the subject matter, and his ability to 
kindle a similar passion in those who take his 
classes. As one student said, “When a professor 
is truly dedicated to his subject, it is evident in 
the fierce drive and passion with which he deliv-
ers his lecture. Professor Souleles possessed this 
quiet intensity.”

Sharon Thompson-Schill, Class of 1965 En-
dowed Term Associate Professor of Psychology 
and Neurology, received her B.A. from David-
son College and her Ph.D. from Stanford Uni-
versity. She joined the Penn faculty in the Psy-
chology Department in 1999.  One colleague 
has described her as being, “as close to being 
a perfect teacher as anyone I have seen,” and 
“a superb undergraduate lecturer,” as well as “a 
highly popular and effective supervisor of inde-
pendent undergraduate research,” and her de-
partmentʼs most popular graduate student men-
tor. In addition, she single-handedly created the 
Psychology Departmentʼs new Honors Program.  
One graduate student spoke of her as, “very pos-
sibly . . . the most influential teacher and mentor 
I have had here,”  and went on to call her prose-
minar, “the most challenging class I have tak-
en in the graduate program here, but it was also 
the most rewarding.” An undergraduate student 
commented on her lecture: “Energetic and artic-
ulate, she transforms a multitude of details into 
a coherent and startlingly thorough understand-
ing of a difficult topic.”  Students also remarked 
on her availability outside the classroom. “She 
encourages students to come to her office with 
questions and stays up late on nights before ex-
ams replying to e-mailed questions.” In short, 
“Dr. Thompson-Schill stands out due to her un-
dying commitment to engage students through-
out their time in her class and well beyond.”

Provostʼs Award 
Louis Rulli, Practice Professor of Law, re-

ceived his B.A. from Rutgers University and his 
J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law. He 
joined the Penn Law School faculty as an as-
sociate practice professor of law in 1995, and 
was promoted to practice professor in 2001. The 
Dean of the Law School describes him as hav-
ing had, “a fundamental impact on the educa-
tional programs at the Law School as well as a 
profound influence on the professional and per-
sonal goals of a generation of students.” By de-
veloping and teaching courses in legislation and 
public interest law, he broadened the spectrum 
of educational options available to Penn law 
students. Many of these students have been pro-
foundly affected by these courses and his teach-
ing of them. As one student said about his class, 
“I will never forget this course or the lessons I 
learned during the semester.” She reported that 
Professor Rulli, “made me ponder much deeper 
questions,” than she otherwise would have. An-
other called his classroom, “a vibrant learning 
environment; a  space for exploration and ex-
amination of each studentʼs goals and achieve-
ments.” Students remarked upon his attention 
not only to each individual case but also to each 
individual student, challenging them to produce 
their best work.  One student stated of his class: 
“I believe that every student at Penn should 
have this immense learning opportunity before 
they graduate.”

Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Awards at the University  of Pennsylvania: 
Awarded for Distinguished Teaching
The Lindback Awards for Distinguished Teaching at the University  of Pennsylvania were established  in 

1961 with the help of the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation. Christian Lindback was president 
and principal of Abbotts Dairies  Inc. and a trustee of Bucknell University. The Foundation established Lind-
back Awards for Distinguished Teaching at colleges and universities throughout the Abbotts Dairies Inc.ʼs 
service area in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia.

 The University of Pennsylvania normally gives out eight Lindback Awards each year, divided evenly be-
tween health-related disciplines and all other departments and divisions. Award winners are determined by 
nominations and recommendations made by faculty and students in December based on certain guidelines. Two 
separate committees, one in the Health Schools and one in the Non-Health Schools, consisting of six previous 
award winners and four students, carefully decide among the nominees. Winners receive a Lindback Foundation 
scroll and a cash award of $3,000. During the 1960s, Lindback Awards were presented at Commencement.

 During the 1970s, previous winners of the Lindback Award organized themselves into a Lindback Society  
which supported efforts to improve teaching and hosted an annual reception for Lindback Award winners 
after the actual presentation of the awards at Hey Day (April 21) Ceremonies. Currently, the Provost presents 
Lindback  Awards at a reception  in late April. The Lindback Society was revived in the late 1980s and spon-
sored, in conjunction  with the College of Arts and Sciences, essays by faculty members on teaching that are 
published as “Talk About Teaching and Learning” in Almanac, the Universityʼs journal of record.

  —Adapted From the University Archives  and Records Center website,  
www.archives.upenn.edu/histy/notables/awards/lindback.html

The Provostʼs Awards
 In October of 1987, the Office of the Provost announced the establishment of two additional Penn teach-

ing awards—one in a Health School and one in a Non-Health School—to be given annually in recognition 
of distinguished teaching by associated faculty or academic support staff. The guidelines for the selection of 
the award recipients are the same as those given for the Lindback Awards, and the selection processes and 
deadlines are the same. The first recipients for the Provostʼs Awards were Nora Magid of SAS and Paul Orsini 
of Veterinary Medicine (Almanac April  5, 1988).

Lindback and Provost’s Awards: Sketches of the 2006 Winners
Lindback  Awards, for members of the standing faculty, along with Provost s̓ Awards—given since 1988 to 
full- and part-time associated  faculty and academic support staff—are as much a  sign of spring at Penn as 
are al fresco classes on College Green and flowers and trees blooming all over campus. Below are profiles and 
excerpts from colleagues  ̓and students  ̓letters of recommendation for this year s̓ winners.  

The Non-Health Schools
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David Asch, Robert D. Eilers Professor of 
Medicine and Health Care Management and 
Economics, received his A.B. from Harvard 
University, his M.D. from Cornell Universi-
ty, and his M.B.A. from the Wharton School at 
Penn. He joined the Penn faculty as an assistant 
professor of medicine in 1989. Dr. Asch current-
ly holds a joint appointment between the Med-
ical School and the Wharton Schoolʼs depart-
ment of health care systems. He has developed 
innovative and enduring educational programs 
at multiple levels of training and spanning mul-
tiple parts of the University. Known as a “phe-
nomenal” teacher, his commitment and skill as 
a mentor are “legendary,” characterized by self-
lessness and a keen sense of judgment. For his 
work in this area, he received the inaugural Ar-
thur K. Asbury Outstanding Faculty Mentor 
Award from the School of Medicine. His stu-
dents have called his guidance “fantastic,” and 
“amazing.” One student highlighted his “ability 
to captivate the class,” and said he often wished 
class would last longer than the allotted time.  
Another called him “an extraordinarily gifted 
and creative communicator, guide and mentor.”  
He pointed out that Dr. Asch “can influence 18-
year-old freshmen as well as 58-year-old health-
care executives.”  This influence is indicated in 
one studentʼs letter when he says: “It would be 
impossible to overstate the impact of Davidʼs 
teaching on my development as an independent 
scientist.”

Emma Elizabeth Furth, Professor of Pa-
thology and Laboratory Medicine, received her 
B.S. and M.S. from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and her M.D. from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. She joined the standing facul-
ty of the Penn School of Medicine in 1991 as 
an assistant professor of pathology and labora-
tory medicine. Currently, she plays an enormous 
role in resident training, both as a key senior pa-
thologist and as associate director of the surgical 
pathology section within the departmentʼs divi-
sion of anatomic pathology. In the course of her 
clinical service commitments, she is exposed to 
virtually every trainee in the departmentʼs resi-
dency program. When working with these train-
ees, Dr. Furth is noted for her ability to explain 
ideas conceptually, to pose thoughtful ques-
tions, and thus to help students integrate knowl-
edge, rather than emphasizing memorization. 
Her students also noted that she “communicated 
a genuine passion for the material, for her teach-
ing and for her students.” One called her, “one 
of the most dedicated teachers of Pathology I 
have ever met.” Another noted that she, “spends 
countless hours working with the residents, en-
couraging their skills [and] challenging them to 
ask questions.” Her long-term impact is demon-
strated in the fact that a student remarked:  “I re-
ally believe Dr. Furth has given all of us a huge 
advantage in understanding pathology for the 
rest of our careers.”

 
Catherine Manno, Professor of Pediatrics, 

Associate Chair, Clinical Activities, Depart-
ment of Pediatrics, CHOP, received her A.B. 
from Duke University and her M.D. from Hah-
nemann Medical College. She joined the Penn 
School of Medicine faculty in 1988 as assis-
tant professor of pediatrics. Since her appoint-
ment, she has devoted herself to teaching and 
mentoring. Although her administrative duties 
have expanded over the years, her commitment 
to education has never wavered. In recognition 
of this, she has received teaching awards from 
the School of Medicine, including the Blockley-
Osler Award for Excellence in Clinical Teach-
ing and the Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial 
Award for Excellence in Graduate Medical Ed-
ucation. One student reports that she has “an 
uncanny ability to make the most complex and 
demanding subjects both accessible and memo-
rable,” and calls her “an ideal role model.” An-
other characterized her as “an exemplary clin-
ical mentor and teacher,” noting that however 
busy the clinic is, “she always takes the time to 
educate her fellows, residents and medical stu-
dents.” Her course evaluations have been con-
sistently outstanding. She is known for her 
enthusiasm and for embracing the most chal-
lenging cases as an opportunity to teach. One 
student said she was inspired by Dr. Manno be-
cause she is, “the most knowledgeable, caring 
and committed physician I have had the plea-
sure to work with.”

Thomas Sollecito, Associate Professor of 
Oral Medicine, received his B.S. from Villano-
va University and his D.M.D. from Penn.  He 
joined the faculty of the School of Dental Medi-
cine in 1993 as clinical assistant professor of oral 
medicine. Since starting at Penn, Dr. Sollecito s̓ 
teaching has been multifaceted, including not 
only work in the classroom but also in the clinic, 
the operating room and grand rounds.  His class-
room teaching evaluations by pre-doctoral den-
tal students have consistently been stellar while 
teaching a diverse set of disciplines.  One stu-
dent stated: “his lectures are especially coherent 
and because of his great skill to have interactive 
lectures the information conveyed to us becomes 
lasting knowledge.” Another said of his lectures 
that they are, “focused to his topic, concise, prac-
tical, well organized, dynamic, fun, creative, in-
teresting.” Dr. Sollecito is also revered as a men-
tor by many dental students.  One said, “as a 
result of the time I spent with Tom, . . . I de-
cided to focus my interests on oral medicine.” 
He called Dr. Sollecito “the model clinician-ed-
ucator.” Another reported that, “Dr. Sollecito has 
proven a dynamic teacher, with the ability to not 
only change the way students and residents view 
a particular subject, but more important to ener-
gize them and motivate them to learn it with an 
unparalleled zeal.”

Provostʼs Award 
Michael Baime, Clinical Associate Professor 

of Medicine, received his B.A. from Haverford 
College and his M.D. from Penn. He joined the 
Penn standing faculty as a clinical assistant pro-
fessor in 1998. During his career at Penn, Dr. 
Baime has developed courses devoted to help-
ing people deal with stress through meditation 
and other alternative methods. These cours-
es have affected people outside the School of 
Medicine as well as inside it. He co-directs a 
course for medical students on spirituality and 
medicine. He also teaches in Pennʼs Psycholo-
gy Department, so he has the opportunity to in-
teract with undergraduate students.  In addition, 
he worked with the Graduate School of Edu-
cation to develop a course for schoolteachers, 
so the influence of his work is felt off the Penn 
campus. Those who have taken his courses re-
port that they are truly transformative.  One stu-
dent said:  “He is passionate about teaching and 
about the subject he teaches.” Another reported 
that, “he is an outstanding teacher, not the least 
because he has an exceptional capacity to lis-
ten and then engage the class with meaningful 
and considered responses.” This student called 
the spirituality and medicine course, “one of the 
most rewarding of my medical school career, 
largely because of Dr. Baime.” One of the stu-
dents in a course he co-taught with the Nursing 
school said: “Quite simply, for me, Michael and 
this program were outstanding and will be a part 
of my life from this point forward.”

Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Awards at the University  of Pennsylvania: 
Awarded for Distinguished Teaching
The Lindback Awards for Distinguished Teaching at the University  of Pennsylvania were established  in 

1961 with the help of the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation. Christian Lindback was president 
and principal of Abbotts Dairies  Inc. and a trustee of Bucknell University. The Foundation established Lind-
back Awards for Distinguished Teaching at colleges and universities throughout the Abbotts Dairies Inc.ʼs 
service area in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia.

 The University of Pennsylvania normally gives out eight Lindback Awards each year, divided evenly be-
tween health-related disciplines and all other departments and divisions. Award winners are determined by 
nominations and recommendations made by faculty and students in December based on certain guidelines. Two 
separate committees, one in the Health Schools and one in the Non-Health Schools, consisting of six previous 
award winners and four students, carefully decide among the nominees. Winners receive a Lindback Foundation 
scroll and a cash award of $3,000. During the 1960s, Lindback Awards were presented at Commencement.

 During the 1970s, previous winners of the Lindback Award organized themselves into a Lindback Society  
which supported efforts to improve teaching and hosted an annual reception for Lindback Award winners 
after the actual presentation of the awards at Hey Day (April 21) Ceremonies. Currently, the Provost presents 
Lindback  Awards at a reception  in late April. The Lindback Society was revived in the late 1980s and spon-
sored, in conjunction  with the College of Arts and Sciences, essays by faculty members on teaching that are 
published as “Talk About Teaching and Learning” in Almanac, the Universityʼs journal of record.

  —Adapted From the University Archives  and Records Center website,  
www.archives.upenn.edu/histy/notables/awards/lindback.html

The Provostʼs Awards
 In October of 1987, the Office of the Provost announced the establishment of two additional Penn teach-

ing awards—one in a Health School and one in a Non-Health School—to be given annually in recognition 
of distinguished teaching by associated faculty or academic support staff. The guidelines for the selection of 
the award recipients are the same as those given for the Lindback Awards, and the selection processes and 
deadlines are the same. The first recipients for the Provostʼs Awards were Nora Magid of SAS and Paul Orsini 
of Veterinary Medicine (Almanac April  5, 1988).

The Health Schools
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One Step Ahead
Security & Privacy
Made Simple

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead 
link on the Information Security website: 
www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

To Stay Secure, 
Keep Your Software Current

If you are using old, outdated web 
browsing, email or IM software, you are 
vulnerable to malicious websites, email 
attachments and Instant Messages.  This 
can lead to infection with viruses.  It can 
also open up your system to harmful ad-
ware and spyware that tracks your web 
browsing, causes frequent pop-up win-
dows, and makes your computer slug-
gish. When you use the most current soft-
ware, your computer is much less likely 
to get hacked.

To get the latest supported browser 
and email software, you can go to www.
upenn.edu/computing/product/.

For the latest IM software, see:
AOL Instant Messenger 
http://www.aim.com/
Yahoo Messenger 
http://messenger.yahoo.com/security/
MSN Messenger  
http://messenger.msn.com//download
ICQ 
http://www.icq.com/download/
Always check with your Local Sup-

port Provider before installing new soft-
ware on your computer.

April Volunteer Opportunities
Dear Penn Community,

Thank you very much for your donations to the Penn Volunteers In Public Service Annual 
Change Drive which will benefit the I CAN agency located at 60th and Vine Streets in Philadelphia. 
We are in the process of counting the donations and will report the amount in May.

Thank you for your continued support in our efforts to perform community service in the sur-
rounding community. Contact me at sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu for additional information.

—Isabel Mapp, Associate Director, Faculty, Staff & Alumni Volunteer Services, 
Director, Penn Volunteers in Public Service, Center for Community Partnerships

 
Senior Interview Project University City High School

The senior project involves having seniors mock interview with professionals from outside the school. 
Most of the students have never interviewed before, and are working hard at overcoming their nervous-
ness and acquiring interview skills. They have been practicing their interview skills with their mentors in 
their senior mentoring program, and would like to have a safe but realistic interviewing experience with 
people they donʼt know. We need 14 people to interview five students each on Tuesday, April 25, from 10-
11:30 a.m. at UCHS. Each interview should last 10-12 minutes. Interviewers will be provided with inter-
view questions to ask; they can improvise as they see fit. At the conclusion of each interview the interview-
ers will fill out a short evaluation of the student s̓ interview skills. Interviewing is a real-world skill that all 
students need, and the seniors are looking forward to being able to test their skills.
Volunteer to Help Out at the Penn Relays

Relay Dates for 2006: Our Distance Classic (20K, 5K & 1 Mile Kids Fun Run) will be held on Sunday, 
April 23. We will need help starting at 6 a.m. until 11 a.m. Includes: Registration Table, setting up and man-
ning water stations and cutting up fruit and bagels for the runners at the end of the race.

Registration (The Palestra) help needed would start on Wednesday of Relay week: Wednesday, April 
26—10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Thursday, April 27—7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday, April 28—7 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturday, 
April 29—7 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be a meeting prior to the event for people to sign up for available 
hours. Many of the helpers after the registration hours go out to the track to help wherever needed.
“Adopt A Daughter/Son” on Take Our Daughters & Sons To Work Day

1,000 Girls/Boys Are Waiting, Thursday, April 27. Volunteer to “adopt”/host a high school student 
participant in the College and Career Access program here at the University. Take your student to the 
many events that will be held around campus and share with them information about your career. Students 
will meet mentors on campus around 9 a.m. and will be dismissed around 2 p.m.
Volunteer at the Philadelphia International Childrenʼs Festival!

The Annenberg Center needs volunteer help for the Philadelphia International Childrenʼs Festival, 
Sunday, April 30 through Saturday, May 6. The volunteers will use their talents in all areas of the Festi-
val: theater ushers, Playworks, arts, crafts and games. There are positions for gift shop, artist hospitality 
and ushering. They are looking for people Sunday through Saturday: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. and 
2 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Move Out Drive (M.O.D.): April 28–May 2 

M.O.D. Squad, Penn Volunteers In Public Service, University City District and Dan DeRitis, owner of 
Apartments at Penn, are working together to help you travel light as you leave campus at the end of the spring 
semester. Donate your small electronics, small furniture, computers, clothing and other articles. Donations will 
be distributed to area agencies free of charge to help deserving families. Check for donation sites around cam-
pus. Donations will also be accepted by Isabel Mapp at the Center for Community Partnerships, 133 South 36th 
Street Room 507 on the 5th Floor on the following dates and times: April 28–May 2,  9 a.m.-noon.

Open Enrollment Reminder: 
April 6–21

Open Enrollment for the 2006-2007 plan 
year began last week. You should have already 
received your personalized Open Enrollment 
materials at your home address. Visit the online 
enrollment website at www.upenn.edu/u@penn 
(click on “Open Enrollment” under Announce-
ments) 24 hours a day between now and mid-
night on Friday, April 21 to make changes to 
your benefit elections. 

Stop by the Biomedical Research Build-
ing (BRB) II/III today between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. for an Open Enrollment and Health Fair. 
You can speak with representatives from Pennʼs 
healthcare providers and administrators, make 
your Open Enrollment elections onsite, take ad-
vantage of free health screenings, and get infor-
mation on various health-related topics. Facul-
ty and staff at New Bolton Center can attend 
an Open Enrollment Fair tomorrow (Wednes-
day, April 12) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Alum-
ni Hall.

More detailed information about Open En-
rollment is available on the Human Resources 
website at www.hr.upenn.edu (click on “Open 
Enrollment” under Benefits). If you have any 
questions, please call the Penn Benefits Center 
at 1-888-PENNBEN (1-888-736-6236), Mon-
day–Friday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

—Division of Human Resources

The Deep Blue Sea: Best known for his 1985 dis-
covery of the Titanic, Dr. Robert Ballard will give a 
lecture on A Career in Deep Sea Exploration at the 
Penn Museum tonight at 6 p.m.  He has a long and 
dramatic career of tracking down significant ship-
wrecks of the recent and ancient past. Professor of 
Oceanography at the University of Rhode Islandʼs 
Graduate School of Oceanography and Director of 
its Institute for Archaeological Oceanography and a 
National Geographic Society explorer-in-residence, 
Dr. Ballard is the author of 18 books and numerous 
popular and scientific articles. In this talk, he looks 
back at highlights of his career, beginning with the 
first manned explorations of the Mid-Ocean Ridge 
to the development of advanced robotics technolo-
gy leading to the discovery of the Titanic, the Ger-
man battleship Bismarck, and other famous contem-
porary shipwrecks. More recently, Dr. Ballard has 
turned his attention to the creation of a new field of 
research in Archaeological Oceanography focusing 
on the ancient trade routes of the Eastern Mediter-
ranean and the Black Sea. Lecture: $10 in advance, 
$20 at the door. Lecture, book signing and reception: 
$50 (advance reservations required). Tickets avail-
able at the Annenberg Box Office: (215) 898-3900. Dr. Robert Ballard, discoverer of the Titanic. 
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Penn Blood Drives: Today and Tomorrow
There are  two Blood Drives this week; please donate. Visit http://penn.givesblood.org/ to view 

available times and make an appointment. Thanks for helping save lives!
April 11: Dental School, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Schattner Hall Lobby, register in lobby/donate on bus. 
April 12: Greek Life Challenge, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall  

—The Penn American Red Cross Club

http://www.upenn.edu/computing/product/
http://www.upenn.edu/computing/product/
http://www.aim.com
http://messenger.yahoo.com/security/
http://messenger.msn.com//download
http://www.icq.com/download/
http://www.upenn.edu/u@penn
http://www.hr.upenn.edu
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RESEARCH

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

Do you have arthritis in your knees? Would you 
like to participate in a study designed to fi nd out if 
acupuncture may help you walk better and decrease 
the pain? The study compares real acupuncture us-
ing needles that do not puncture the skin in patients 
who need physical therapy. Call Pat Williams for infor-
mation at (215) 898-3038.

Do you have low levels of HDL cholesterol (the 
“good cholesterol”)? Are you worried about your 
risk of diabetes or heart disease? Doctors at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania are launching a new study 
looking at the effects of a new medication on improv-
ing HDL cholesterol and other risk factors for diabe-
tes and heart disease.  The entire study lasts about 
10 weeks and includes 7 visits to the research cen-
ter at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  
Participants will be compensated for their time and 
effort. You may qualify for our research study IF you 
are: at least 18, think you have low levels of HDL cho-
lesterol, at risk for heart disease or diabetes. If you do 
not know your HDL level, we can measure your full 
cholesterol panel free of charge. To fi nd out more in-
formation, please contact Katie Sachs at (215) 662-
9755 or email her at sachs@mail.med.upenn.edu.

Want To Help Us Learn More About Sleep In Chil-
dren Through Research? Healthy children ages 2-
18 years without any sleep problems needed for a 
routine overnight sleep study at The Childrenʼs Hos-
pital of Philadelphia. Participants will be compensat-
ed for time and travel, and will receive a gift card. 
Please contact Brooke Bintliff, study coordinator, at 
(267) 426-5083 for more information.

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for March 27-April 2, 2006. Also reported were 15 Crimes Against Property (including 12 
thefts, 2 burglaries, and 1 act of vandalism). Full reports are on the www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/
n29/creport.html. Prior weeksʼ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of March 27-April 2, 2006. The 
University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 
43rd Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and ac-
curate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportuni-
ty for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safe-
ty at (215) 898-4482.
03/27/06 2:35 AM 4000 Market St Unknown males attempted to rob complainant
03/28/06 8:19 AM 3744 Spruce St Female panhandling/Arrest
03/28/06 7:45 PM 4034 Ludlow St Complainant assaulted by male
03/29/06 3:59 PM 3604 Chestnut St Male wanted on warrant/issued court date
03/29/06 7:51 PM 3900 Sansom St Male wanted on warrant/issued new court date
03/29/06 8:39 PM 3700 Spruce St Male stopped with illegal substance/Arrest
03/29/06 9:45 PM 100 S 38th St Male wanted on warrant/issued new court date
03/30/06 9:57 AM 3600 Chestnut St Complainant threatened with news article
03/30/06 12:24 PM 3604 Chestnut St Male wanted for warrant/Arrest
03/31/06 10:00 PM 4006 Spruce St Complainant assaulted/ Arrest
03/31/06 11:02 PM 4012 Walnut St Female cited for disorderly conduct
03/31/06 11:17 PM 3900 S 40th St/Locust St Complainant assaulted/Arrest
04/01/06 12:30 AM 0 Convention Ave Complainant robbed by 3 unknown males/Arrest
04/02/06 10:38 PM 4036 Convention Ave Complainant received threatening phone calls

18th District Report
11 incidents with 4 arrests (including 5 aggravated assaults, 5 robberies, and 1 confi dential incident) 

were reported between March 27-April 2, 2006 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St. 
& Market St. to Woodland Ave.
03/27/06 2:35 AM 4000 Market St Robbery
03/28/06 7:20 PM 4034 Ludlow St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
03/29/06 7:20 PM Confi dential Report
03/29/06 7:55 PM 5190 Locust St Aggravated Assault
03/30/06 8:00 AM 424 48th St Aggravated Assault
03/30/06 5:14 PM 4300 Chester Ave Aggravated Assault/Arrest
03/30/06 8:58 PM 4500 Market St Robbery
03/31/06 4:47 PM 4932 Walton Ave Robbery
03/31/06 7:50 PM 4400 Chester Ave Robbery
04/01/06 12:30 AM 3100 Convention Ave Robbery/Arrest
04/01/06 9:59 PM 4006 Spruce St Aggravated Assault/Arrest

Is smoking a problem for you? If you are 18 to 60 
years old and smoke >10, you may be eligible for a 
study aimed at helping you reduce and/or quit smok-
ing. This study compares an FDA-approved (for oth-
er indications), low side effect medication to place-
bo. You will receive physical and psychological eval-
uations, individualized support sessions, and check-
up calls at no cost. You may receive additional com-
pensation for completing 2 MRI scans (optional) re-
lated to the study. All participants are compensated 
for travel. Call (215) 222-3200 to speak further with 
Derek (ext. 127) or Susan (ext. 128).  

Almanac is not responsible for contents of 
classifi ed ad material. 

•
For information call (215) 898-5274.

Update
April AT PENN

Deadlines:  The deadline for the weekly Update 
is every Tuesday, for the following Tuesdayʼs is-
sue. The deadline for the May AT PENN calendar 
is today, April 11. For information see www.upenn.
edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html. 

Is your Blood Pressure Borderline High? Would 
you like to control it naturally with lifestyle changes 
such as DIET or YOGA? Researchers at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania are beginning a new research 
study examining the effects of YOGA and NUTRI-
TION on lowering Blood Pressure. Qualifi ed partic-
ipants will receive at no cost: Study related exams 
and lab tests; Study related classes and instruction; 
Compensated for time, travel & effort.If you are over 
18 years of age please and not currently on a blood 
pressure medication, then call the Study Coordina-
tor, Sue Yang at: (215) 898-4516.

CONFERENCE
14 Endangered Languages & Minority Languag-
es; 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; rm. 816, Williams Hall; info.: 
(215) 898-4490 (South Asia Center).

SPECIAL EVENT
13 Asha for Education Charity Dinner; 7:30 
p.m.; Class of ʼ49 Auditorium, Houston Hall; tick-
ets: lajja@seas.upenn.edu (South Asia Studies). 

TALKS
12 The Human Brain 2.0; Martha Farah, psy-
chology; noon; the Plaza, 37th St. and Locust Walk 
(SAS: 60-Second Lectures).
13 Sanskrit and the Muslim: A Quest for Harmony; 
Rita Chattopadhyay, Jadavpur University, Kolkata; 
noon; rm. 816, Williams Hall (South Asia Center).
19 Is American Government Obsolete? Lessons 
from Hurricane Katrina; Donald Kettl, social sci-
ences and  political science; noon; the Plaza,  37th 
St. and Locust Walk  (SAS: 60-Second Lectures).

60 years of age or more? Sleeping less than normal 
lately? Have lots of energy? Feeling really good or re-
ally irritable? Distractible? Thoughts racing by? En-
gaging in lots of activities, even risky ones? You may 
be interested in learning about participation in a clini-
cal research program that is currently being conduct-
ed at the Bipolar Disorders Program of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania Medical Center. Study participants 
receive free consultation, investigational medication 
and all study-related tests at no cost. Compensation 
available for time & travel. To learn more about this 
study, please call Stacy at (215) 746-6414.

The Advisory Committee of the Burrison Gal-
lery welcomes submissions of artists  ̓work for ex-
hibition.  Submissions may take the form of a letter 
or e-mail describing your work and relationship to 
the University—faculty, staff, alumni, student and 
members of the West Philadelphia community. Im-
ages of your work should be sent and will be present-

ed to the Advisory Committee for review.  Openings 
in the exhibition schedule start in spring 2007. Work 
of all media, subjects, and sizes are encouraged.

Send submissions to: Dr. Elsa Ramsden, Advi-
sory Committee Chair, The Burrison Gallery, The 
University Club, The Inn at Penn, 3611 Walnut 
Street; or e-mail ramsden@mail.med.upenn.edu.

Burrison Galleryʼs Call for Artists CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL
HOUSE FOR SALE

Almanac is not responsible for contents of 
classifi ed ad material. 

•
For information call (215) 898-5274.

For Sale By Owner: $395,000, fantastic loca-
tion 1 block off Rittenhouse Sq, 3-story, 2bed/
1.5bath, hrdwd fl oors, Central Air/Heat, a must 
see! (267) 241-1969, speterse@wharton.upenn.
edu, www.forsalebyowner.com/20604886.
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BENCHMARKS

The University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology has always been associated with a great Universi-
ty with world class experts in a wide variety of fields—scholars 
and researchers who have used the Museumʼs many resources, and 
shared their own knowledge and perspectives with the Museumʼs 
diverse scholarly and public audiences.

As Penn Museum begins a new initiative this spring, we in-
vite the rich and diverse academic community at Penn to join us.   
Backed by a generous, two-year seed grant, we begin the Penn Mu-
seum International Research Conference Program, designed to of-
fer leading scholars at Penn and throughout the world opportunities 
to come together to share ideas, explore the perspectives and inter-
sections of multiple disciplines, and grapple with complex issues 
about human cultures and societies. The International Research 
Conference Program will be intellectually creative, challenging, 
and rigorous—with the goal to create new avenues of understand-
ing, and to publish newly emerged knowledge through web and 
print media.

A little background: for more than a century, a core mission of 
Penn Museum has been to foster research that leads to new under-
standing about human culture. For much of the 20th century, this 
research took the form of expeditions, more than 400 of them, to 
all parts of the globe. Scholars brought back both data and arti-
facts which, through ongoing analysis, continue to help shed light 
on early, recent, and contemporary societies—on what it means to 
be human.

Penn Museum seeks to reinvigorate its commitment to re-
search focused on questions about human societies. To generate 
new knowledge and frameworks for understanding, todayʼs best re-
search requires more than data and collections. More than ever, it 
depends on collaboration among communities of scholars investi-
gating shared problems using distinct lines of evidence or differ-
ent modes of analysis. Recognizing the importance of collaborative 
and multidisciplinary endeavors in the social sciences, Penn Muse-
um has launched the International Research Conference Program. 

How the program will work: each of these conferences will 
bring together ten to fifteen scholars who have reached a critical 
stage in their consideration of a shared problem. Through intense 
face-to-face deliberations in a setting detached from the daily de-
mands of their professional lives, they will have a rare opportunity 
to reach a more integrated and nuanced understanding of their en-
deavors.

 The conference structure will be driven by papers circulated 
among participants at least a month in advance of the conference.  
These will be the starting point for the discussions held in closed 
sessions. Initial discussions will be followed by a consideration of 
cross-cutting issues and will conclude with an overarching syn-

Penn Museum International Research Conference Program: 
An Open Invitation to Pennʼs Academic Community

Richard M. Leventhal
The Williams Director

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology

thesis of ideas. The conferences will be held at Penn at comfort-
able sites with meeting rooms and dining spaces that are conducive 
to  lively interaction. Every effort will be made to create an atmo-
sphere in which participants can meet without interruption or dis-
traction.  Penn Museum will provide coach airfare, lodging, and all 
meals in addition to covering all of the administrative costs.  

Following the conference the ideas and thinking will be dissem-
inated through three different media.  Immediately after the confer-
ence, Penn Museum will host a lecture or forum at which one or 
several of the participants will speak to the interested community 
and wider public about the ideas discussed at the gathering.  Then 
a website—accessed through Penn Museumʼs home page—will fa-
cilitate the dissemination of the ideas and thinking to both the gen-
eral public and interested professional communities.  Finally, and 
most importantly, the participants will rewrite their papers, taking 
into account the ideas generated and shared during the conference.  
This group of papers, edited and introduced by the conference or-
ganizer, will be submitted to Penn Museum Publications for peer 
review and publication in a timely manner.

The goal of this collaborative effort is no less than the genera-
tion of new knowledge and understanding: interaction within the 
conference setting is expected to move the study of human culture 
and societies forward. We are working for new insights into the na-
ture of human evolution, human behavior, culture, and society—
fresh understanding of the past as well as of contemporary issues.  
Possible topics of inquiry include the rise of complex cultures, the 
collapse of ancient and modern societies, the nature of political 
power, the impact of the changing environment on human soci-
eties, the development of writing and other communication sys-
tems and communication within and between communities.  Topics 
already under consideration include: “Landscapes of Movement: 
Trails, Paths, and Roads”; “Comparative Diplomatics: Historical 
and Cultural Implications”; “Evolution of Mind”; and “Forces of 
Nature: Environmental Risk and Resilience as Factors of Cultur-
al Change.” Proposals on topics relevant to the study of humans 
and human societies, drawing on a variety of Penn departments and 
schools, are welcome. 

We are excited about the possibilities for new knowledge of 
the human condition generated through our International Research 
Conference Program.  I invite all in our wider community to submit 
inquiries or proposals to Professor Holly Pittman, Deputy Director 
for Academic Programs (hpittman@sas.upenn.edu), who will coor-
dinate the conferences through my office. We hope that this initia-
tive will attract the interest of Penn scholars who seek an innova-
tive structure to support their study of humans and human societies, 
across time and space, and that it will move us all toward a new era 
of integrated thinking in the human sciences. 

Background image of the Sphinx and Pyramid at Giza, Egypt, representative of the big questions that the International Research Conference Program 
seeks to explore: issues that might encompass politics and power, architecture and environment, aesthetics, religion, time, and cultural change.  
Photo by David Silverman.
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