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Lucille B. Williams Term Professor of Biology
Dr. Nancy Bonini is the inaugural Lucille B. Williams Term Professor of Bi-

ology. Dr. Bonini specializes in molecular genetics of neurodegenerative dis-
ease and is currently studying the genetics of Drosophila melanogaster in order 
to define genes that are critical to prevent human brain degeneration. She was 
recognized nearly a decade ago as one of the 20 most promising science and en-
gineering researchers at universities in the U.S. by the David and Lucile Pack-
ard Foundation and was awarded a Packard Fellowship. In 2000, she was se-
lected as an Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  She received 
her Ph.D. in neuroscience from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

The Lucille B. Williams Family Term Chair was established by Paul C. Wil-
liams, W ’67, PAR ’03, in honor of his stepmother. Mr. Williams is an Alumni 
Trustee and president of Penn Alumni and serves on the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Trustees. He is currently the managing director of Nuveen In-
vestments, a financial services firm in Chicago.
Reese W. Flower Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics

Dr. Mark Devlin has been named the Reese W. Flower Professor of Astron-
omy and Astrophysics. Dr. Devlin, of the department of physics and astrono-
my, specializes in experimental cosmology.  His work in the millimeter and sub-
millimeter spectral bands is geared toward the study of the evolution of struc-
ture in the universe. He has led a number of ground-based and high-altitude bal-
loon experiments including the Atacama Cosmology Telescope (ACT) and the 
Balloon-borne Large Aperture Telescope (BLAST). His pioneering research has 
earned him a National Science Foundation Early Career Development Award 
and a Sloan Foundation Fellowship. His work has been published in Astronomi-
cal Journal, Astrophysical Journal and IEEE Transactions on Nuclear Science.  
He received his Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley.  

The Reese W. Flower Professorship of Astronomy and Astrophysics was es-
tablished in 1892 through a bequest from Reese Wall Flower, who also funded 
the Flower Observatory (now the Flower and Cook Observatory). Ezra Kendall, who has been credited 
with computing “all of the data relating to Jupiter and its satellites found in the America Ephemeris from 
1855-1882,” held the first Flower Professorship.
Walter H. Annenberg Professor in the Natural Sciences

Dr. Martha Farah has been named the Walter H. Annenberg Professor in the 
Natural Sciences. Dr. Farah, of the department of psychology, a widely recognized 
expert in the fields of psychology and neuroscience, serves as director of the Cen-
ter for Cognitive Neuroscience. She is the author of several books including The 
Cognitive Neuroscience of Vision and has published more then 100 articles on the 
topics of neural development, prefrontal function and decision-making, vision, and 
ethical issues in neuroscience (“neuroethics”). Dr. Farah has been recognized with 
many honors including fellowships from the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, the Society of Experimental Psychologists, the John Simon 
Guggenheim Foundation and the Cognitive Science Society, and awards from the 
American Psychological Association and the National Academy of Sciences. She 
received her Ph.D. in experimental psychology from Harvard University.

The Walter H. Annenberg Professorship in the Natural Sciences was established in 1977 by the late Wal-
ter Annenberg and his wife Leonore, Hon ’85. Ambassador Annenberg enjoyed a career as an editor and 
publisher, broadcaster, diplomat, and philanthropist. Mrs. Annenberg served as White House chief of proto-
col under President Ronald Reagan. She is an emeritus trustee of the University.
DiMaura Professor of Conservation Biology

Dr. Daniel H. Janzen has been appointed the DiMaura Professor of Conserva-
tion Biology. Dr. Janzen, of the department of biology, is the author of more than 
400 publications. He has been widely recognized for his work on the restoration 
of the Guanacaste Tropical Dry Forest in Costa Rica. He is a member of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences and a former MacArthur Fellow. He has received 
Japan’s Kyoto Prize, the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences’ Crafoord Prize in 
Biology and SAS’s Ira Abrams Memorial Award for Distinguished Teaching. He 
received his Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley.

The DiMaura Chair was established by Paul W. DiMaura, C ’65, and his wife, 
Karen, through the Paul W. DiMaura Charitable Trust.  Its purpose is to recruit or 
retain a preeminent scholar and teacher in the department of biology whose re-
search will advance our understanding of the world’s species and ecosystem.  
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Science Professors to Four Chairs School of Medicine Awards
Dripps Award for Excellence in 
Graduate Medical Education

Dr. Richard F. Summers, clinical associate 
professor and as-
sociate director of 
Education for Res-
idency Training in 
the department of 
psychiatry, has been 
chosen to receive 
the Dripps Award 
for Excellence in 
Graduate Medical 
Education. A leader 
in developing con-
temporary psycho-
therapy training 
tools and compe-
tency assessments for psychiatrists, Dr. Sum-
mers has created a nationally recognized psy-

(continued on page 4)

Richard Summers

(continued on page 5)

Nursing Teaching Awards
Dr. Afaf I. Meleis, Margaret Bond Simon 

Dean of Nursing, announced the recipients of 
the School of Nursing’s 2007 faculty awards.  
Faculty Teaching Award

The Faculty 
Teaching Award hon-
ors a member of the 
School of Nursing 
faculty who exem-
plifies excellence in 
teaching.  The 2007 
recipient, Dr. Joseph 
Boullata, an associate 
professor of pharma-
cology and therapeu-
tics and clinician ed-
ucator, “consistently 
offers support to stu-
dents and encourages 
questions and input” says an MSN/MPH stu-
dent. In nominating Dr. Boullata for this award, 
his students report his vast experience, ability 
to incorporate real-life clinical scenarios into 
his teaching, accessibility to his students and 
responsiveness to concerns and questions, and 
humor as keys in helping to make “dry and 
technical” subject matter understandable.  As 
a student noted in the nomination letter, Dr. 
Boullata “expects his students to be proficient 
and safe, and he provides the tools for them to 
do so.” 

Joseph Boullata

Nancy Bonini

Mark Devlin

Martha Farah

Daniel Janzen
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Correction: Dr. David Wallace of English
On the front page of 

last week’s issue, amidst 
the 2007 recipients of the 
SAS Teaching Awards, a 
photograph of the late 
David Alexander Wal-
lace, Jr. (Almanac Sep-
tember 7, 2004) inadver-
tently appeared where 
there should have been 
a photograph of Dr. Da-
vid Wallace, Judith Ro-
din Professor of English. 
The correct photo ap-
pears here. Almanac re-
grets the error. –Ed. David Wallace

University Club at Penn 
Annual Meeting:  May 10

The Annual Meeting of the 
University Club at Penn will be 
held on Thursday, May 10, 2007, 
at 4 p.m. in the Club.  In addition 
to annual reports, a proposed By 
Law change and the Nominating 
Committee’s list of nominees for 
new Board members will be pre-
sented, to be voted upon by the Members.

Nominees to the Board of Governors:
Susan Croll
Beverly Edwards
David Eisenhower
Gary Hatfield
Alan Laties
Patrick Morgan (to fill a two-year 
unexpired, vacant term)

Please attend to support the Board of Gov-
ernors which acts on your behalf.  We would be 
pleased to have Members join the Board in light 
refreshments after the meeting.

—Natalka A. Swavely, Coordinator, 
University Club at Penn

Speaker: President Gutmann 
The Penn Professional Staff Assem-

bly (PPSA) is thrilled to announce our 
annual meeting and elections with fea-
tured speaker President Amy Gutmann 
on Monday, May 7 at noon in Bodek 
Lounge of Houston Hall. All monthly 
paid staff are encouraged to attend, par-
ticipate and vote.

 For more information on PPSA please visit: 
www.upenn.edu/ppsa. PPSA is pleased to pres-
ent the following slate of candidates for 2007-
2008 board positions. (See www.upenn.edu/
ppsa for full bios of the nominees.)
Chair-Elect: Choose One

Nancy McCue, Associate Director, Housing 
Operations/Communications, Housing and Con-
ference Services/Business Services Division

Dr. Patricia Thatcher, Associate Director, 
Weingarten Learning Resources Center, Vice 
Provost for University Life (VPUL)

Member-at-Large: Choose Four
Taylor Berkowitz, Planner, Facilities and 

Real Estate Services (FRES)
Dominic DiSandro, Director, Human Resources 
Tiffany Fujioka, Associate Director, Whar-

ton School/Undergraduate Division
Aiasha Saalim Graham, Acting Director of 

Publication Services, Business Services Division 
Yve-Car Momperousse, Assistant Director, 

Classes & Reunions, Development and Alum-
ni Relations

Shaheedah Saalim, Special Projects Coor-
dinator, Center for Community Partnerships/ 
President’s Center 

  Denise S. Scala, Associate Director, Office 
of Nursing Research/School of Nursing

Lisa Vaccarelli, Assistant Director, Alumni/
Penn Traditions, Development and Alumni Re-
lations

Karima Zedan, Director, Academic & Exter-
nal Affairs, Division of Public Safety/Office of 
the Vice President 

PPSA General Meeting and Elections: May 7

University Council April 25 Meeting Coverage
At the outset of the last Council meeting of the 

semester, President Amy Gutmann reaffirmed Penn’s 
solidarity with the Virginia Tech campus communi-
ty whose tragedy was of “truly cosmic proportions.” 
She mentioned the Penn vigil and commended the 
students who organized it. Dr. Gutmann said that the 
victims’ dreams, hopes, talents and diversity are in-
distinguishable from those of students and profes-
sors in the Penn community. She said that what is im-
pressive is how the Virginia Tech community made 
meaning out of such a senseless tragedy. She referred 
to the message she wrote to their Class of 2007 at 
the request of the Chronicle of Higher Education. It, 
along with a message from Dr. Michael Eric Dyson 
and others from academia are posted on the Chroni-
cle’s website. Dr. Gutmann also encouraged any Penn 
students, faculty or staff who are troubled to reach out 
to the many support resources available.

UA Chair Brett Thalmann called attention to 
their End of Year Report for 2006-2007 which high-
lights the UA’s accomplishments in education, facili-
ties, housing, student life. He noted that there is a new 
CAPS campaign—“Real Students Go to CAPS” fea-
turing more than 20 student group leaders on posters 
to de-stigmatize the use of  mental health services. He 
also said that Spring Fling and Hey Day both  “went 
extremely well.” He said the UA is pleased that Stu-
dent Health is moving. He also congratulated Jason 
Karsh, the new UA Chair for the coming year.

Faculty Senate Chair-elect Larry Gladney, on be-
half on the Committee on Committees, gave a brief 
report on the operation of the new structure of Coun-
cil committees. He said that the report, which was 
given to the Steering Committee, noted that the new 
committees’ charges were clear and consistent and 
the committees have all been actively meeting. He 
added that the committees, which have been formed 
by merging more than one committee, would make 
more use of subcommittees to deal with the full range 
of charges in the future. 

Dr. David Freiman, chair of the Personnel Ben-
efits Committee, summarized his committee’s find-
ings from this year. They looked at behavioral health 
benefits available. He said that Penn is on the lead-
ing edge for mental health benefits. One of this year’s 
accomplishments was getting a new benefit, supple-
mental long-term disability insurance; almost ten per-
cent of those eligible have signed up this spring. The 
cost of providing prescription drugs has gone down 
due to use of generics and mail order options. 

A preliminary discussion of issues to be dealt with 
in the coming academic year yielded a suggestion for 
an assessment of satisfaction of all members of the 

Penn community in relation to experiences dealing 
with diversity, and a suggestion to consider mental 
health concerns, for instance of Asian Americans, es-
pecially in light of fear of a backlash.

Vice President for Public Safety Maureen Rush 
gave a presentation on Emergency Preparedness at 
Penn, on how we communicate today and research 
being done. In light of the Virginia Tech tragedy, she 
outlined Penn’s Crisis Management Plan, which she 
said was reconstituted in 2001. There are three lev-
els of response in the plan. There are several modes 
of communication available for use in the event of 
an emergency including University-wide mass e-
mails, telephone banks, the Penn website, the emer-
gency line: 898-MELT, the PA systems in buildings, 
person-to-person, loudspeakers from the UPPD pa-
trol cars, electronic access control lock-down pro-
cedures and the new fire alarm systems which allow 
message to be disseminated within the College Hous-
es and Sansom East and West. She introduced Mi-
chael Fink, deputy chief of Tactical and Emergency 
Readiness and Eugene Janda, deputy chief of Fire 
and Emergency Services. Ms. Rush explained how 
they recently conducted an active shooter practice 
drill in Veterinary Medicine’s old building after a year 
of classroom training. They have been exploring oth-
er options for communication, sending and receiving 
information such as text messaging, reaching out to 
emergency contacts, or perhaps old-fashioned sirens. 
The College House System has four emergency drills 
each year, some are shelter-in-place. She said that 
since the Virginia Tech situation, questions have been 
raised about what Penn does when there is a concern 
about someone. The Penn approach is an interdisci-
plinary response involving the UPPD Special Ser-
vices as well as the VPUL’s Campus Student Emer-
gency Procedures, SHS, CAPS, EAP and others. In 
instances where it is necessary to reach a faculty or 
staff member’s emergency contact person, the UMIS 
database is used. Each Penn person can update their 
profile information through U@Penn. The DPS also 
works collaboratively with the five-county Counter-
terrorism Task Force to provide a comprehensive re-
gional response in times of crisis. 

Dr. Gutmann said that she had recently attended 
a conference of the American Association of Univer-
sity Presidents where they discussed best practices in 
emergencies: prevention, response and recovery. She 
noted CAPS for prevention; UPPS for response and 
the whole Penn community for recovery.

Associate Provost Andrew Binns announced that 
Student Health Services (SHS) would be moving 
from the basement of Penn Towers to larger quarters 

on the first floor of 3535 Market Street. He introduced 
the speakers who then spoke about trends and initia-
tives on the issue of the campus community health.

Dr. Ted Emmett, professor and director of Occu-
pational Medicine, described ‘presenteeism,’ people 
who are present but not functioning optimally, due to 
health issues. He also described disease management 
programs that provide targeted information and re-
sources to those who have certain conditions. He said 
it is important to improve the health of a workforce to 
reduce the amount of time people miss work. 

Marilyn Kraut, director of HR’s Quality of Worklife 
Programs, described what Penn does to help faculty and 
staff cope with rising healthcare costs.  The health and 
wellness programs are aimed at encouraging a healthy 
lifestyle. HR offers interactive programs presented by 
experts, often from Penn. The walking program has ex-
ceeded expectations. At Penn the average staff person 
is 44; the average age of Penn faculty is 51. 

Dr. Michael Diorka, director of recreation sports 
programs & services, discussed the PennFit program 
which is intended to get the Penn community active-
ly involved in keeping physically fit. He wants to get 
people proactive before problems set in. 

Dr. Evelyn Wiener, director of Student Health 
Services, spoke about health promotion and educa-
tion for students. She focuses on public health issues, 
primary prevention. Stress, sleep deprivation and flu 
are common problems among students.

Susan Villari, director of the Office of Health Ed-
ucation, concluded with information about establish-
ing priorities that impact students’ wellbeing and aca-
demic performance. There will be an expansion of the 
farmers’ market at University Square in conjunction 
with wellness issues.  

—Adam Sherr, Chair, PPSA
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Dr. Segal, Pediatrics
Dr. Stanton Segal, 

one of the world’s 
leading experts on in-
born errors of metab-
olism, died April 17; 
he was 79. A distin-
guished member of 
Penn’s department 
of pediatrics for 41 
years, he was widely 
recognized for his ex-
pertise on the genet-
ic condition known 
as galactosemia, the 
body’s inability to 
break down a kind of sugar. Dr. Segal had been 
actively involved in the operation of his research 
laboratory and the publication of research arti-
cles until the time of his death.  

Despite his busy schedule, Dr. Segal found 
time for patients and parents, as when he met re-
cently with people in GANES, the Galactosemia 
Association of the North Eastern States. Last year, 
one of the parents involved in Parents of Galactos-
emic Children, Inc., described Dr. Segal in a col-
lection of pieces as “certainly one of those shining 
lights for all of us who have children and young 
adults with Galactosemia. . . . He has the deep re-
spect and admiration of all who knew him.”

Born and raised in Camden, New Jersey, Dr. 
Segal graduated summa cum laude from Princ-
eton University in 1948. He earned his med-
ical degree at Harvard University in 1952 and 
trained at HUP, New York Hospital and Cor-
nell Medical Center. He also did training and 
worked as an investigator at the National In-
stitute of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases be-
fore joining Penn and The Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia.

During his tenure at CHOP, Dr. Segal estab-
lished the division of biochemical development 
and molecular diseases, now known as the di-
vision of child development, rehabilitation, and 
metabolic disease. He introduced mass spec-
trometry and nuclear magnetic resonance for 
metabolic research, and he began a metabolic 

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the Uni-
versity community. Call (215) 898-5274.

Deaths
diagnostic laboratory at CHOP that is now one 
of the premier laboratories in the country for the 
study of patients with inborn errors of metabo-
lism. 

Dr. Segal’s research focused on inherited dis-
orders of membrane transport, including cysti-
nosis and cystinuria, and on disorders of carbo-
hydrate metabolism, particularly galactosemia. 
He received many research grants to pursue his 
highly original and productive investigations in 
these areas. Several of his trainees have become 
world-renowned authorities in the field of met-
abolic diseases. Dr. Leon E. Rosenberg, a phy-
sician-scientist at Princeton University, former 
dean of the Yale University School of Medi-
cine, and former president of the Pharmaceuti-
cal Research Institute of Bristol-Myers Squibb, 
described Dr. Segal as “the ideal mentor for me, 
. . . inventive about designing laboratory experi-
ments, nurturing, and tireless.”  

According to Dr. Alan Cohen, chair of Penn’s 
department of pediatrics, “Few physician-re-
searchers ever had so comprehensive a knowl-
edge of human biochemistry and its disorders.”  
He noted that Dr. Segal’s contributions to the 
current understanding of the inborn errors of me-
tabolism earned him international recognition. In 
1997, Dr. Segal was among the physicians hon-
ored in Philadelphia Magazine as “World Class 
Docs,” cited for his expertise in galactosemia. 
He received the 1998 Robert H. Herman Memo-
rial Award, presented by the American Society 
for Nutrition to a clinical investigator whose re-
search has contributed significantly to advancing 
clinical nutrition, particularly involving its bio-
chemical and metabolic aspects.

In addition to his research, Dr. Segal was 
known as a patient advocate. He was a leader 
of the Committee for the Protection of Human 
Subjects at CHOP and served as the advocate for 
research subjects for Penn’s Clinical and Trans-
lational Research Center. Dr. Segal had also 
served on the executive committee of the Uni-
versity’s Faculty Senate and on the Committee 
on Academic Freedom and Responsibility for 
the Medical Faculty Senate.

Dr. Segal is survived by his wife, Joan.

Stanton Segal

Dr. Lynes, Romance Languages

Ms. Hart, Arthur Ross Gallery
Kitty Carlisle 

Hart, actress and 
former chair of the 
Friends of the Arthur 
Ross Gallery, passed 
away at her home in 
New York City on 
April 17, at the age 
of 96. 

Ms. Hart served as 
chair from 1991 until 
she stepped down last 
fall.  She served the 
University of Penn-
sylvania as a mem-

ber, and then later ex-officio member, of the Ar-
thur Ross Gallery Advisory Committee and as 
advisor to the director.  

She championed arts institutions of all siz-
es as long-time vice-chair and chair of the New 
York State Council on the Arts following a ca-
reer on stage and screen and as an early star of 
television. Ms. Hart starred in the Marx Broth-
ers’ film A Night at the Opera in 1935 and sang 
Prince Orlofsky in Die Fledermaus at the Met. 
In the movie version of Six Degrees of Separa-
tion, she played herself—an icon of the arts in 
New York society.  After retiring from the gov-
ernment agency and serving under three gov-
ernors, she returned to singing, playing to se-
lect audiences in one-woman shows that took 
her across the country.  On November 21, 2004, 
she sang the final word—and brought the house 
down at a packed Avery Fisher Hall—in Hart 
to Hart, a celebration of Ms. Hart and her hus-
band, Moss Hart. 

Ms. Hart is survived by her children, Cathe-
rine and Christopher; and three grandchildren.

Kitty Hart

Dr. Carlos Lynes, Jr., professor emeritus of 
Romance languages, died in Paris, France on 
April 6 following a fall in his home; he was 97.

A native of Atlanta, Georgia, he earned both 
his undergraduate and master degrees from Em-
ory University in 1932 and 1934, respectively. 
In 1939 he received an A.M. and Ph.D. from 
Princeton University. 

Dr. Lynes joined the Penn faculty in the de-
partment of Romance languages in 1945, where 
he taught French literature. He was promoted to 
associate professor in 1947 and then full profes-
sor in 1953. After serving the University for 30 
years, he retired in 1975 as professor emeritus 
of Romance languages. On retiring he lived first 
in Nice, France; Dr. Lynes had resided in Paris 
since 1979.

Throughout his career, Dr. Lynes also held 
teaching positions at Princeton University, 
Loyola University, the University of California 
at Berkeley and John Hopkins University. 

Author of widely used scholarly editions of 
Marcel Proust and Albert Camus, he remained 
in close contact with former students and col-
leagues, many of whom regularly visited him in 
Paris. 

Dr. Lynes is survived by his niece, Anne Kel-
ley; nephews, Bill Martin and Stewart Lynes; and 
eight great-nieces and two great-nephews.

Penn Conference on Civility and American Politics
Elected officials and university scholars examined incivility in politics and the increasing 

polarization of policy debate at the Penn Conference on Civility and American Politics yes-
terday on Capitol Hill. Conference participants discussed whether, in a time of increasingly 
rancorous political discourse, the United States is reaching a tipping point that makes incivil-
ity a bad political strategy and a worse governance strategy and whether this has implications 
for the 2008 presidential election.  

The Penn Conference on Civility and American Politics—sponsored by the University 
of Pennsylvania, Brookings Institution and American Enterprise Institute—brought togeth-
er politicians and scholars from Penn, Brookings, AEI and the editor/publisher of Governing 
Magazine to explore how incivility affects the political system and the ability to tackle the 
problems of 21st-century life in the U.S.

“We now stand at an important crossroads in American political discourse,” said Pres-
ident Amy Gutmann, a conference participant and a political scientist. “Divisions have 
grown into chasms so deep that simply getting people into the same room to talk has become 
difficult.  That kind of contentiousness prevents fruitful discourse and hurts the deliberative 
process. Elected officials need to be aware that voters may punish incivility at the polls.”

“Candidates, political observers and citizens alike have increasingly decried the growing 
incivility in American politics, the increasing polarization of the policy debate and the ever 
more shrill language that makes it harder for government officials to work together to solve 
the nation’s problems,” said Donald F. Kettl, director of Penn’s Fels Institute of Government 
and a professor of political science.

An archived webcast of the Conference on Civility and American Politics will be accessi-
ble at www.fels.upenn.edu/civility-conference-archive.ram.
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chotherapy training program in the Penn Psychi-
atry Residency which integrates various models 
of psychotherapy and emphasizes their use in the 
context of general psychiatric practice.

Dr. Jordan Orange, assistant professor of pe-
diatrics, is the recipient of the Leonard Berwick 
Memorial Teaching Award recognizing outstand-
ing fusion of basic science and clinical medicine. 
Dr. Orange’s clinical effort is focused upon chil-
dren with genetic deficiencies of the immune sys-
tem and he performs basic immunology research 
fueled by insights obtained from these patients. A 
student said of Dr. Orange: “his ability to teach 
and motivate students during any interaction is a 
testament to his outstanding teaching talent.”

Dr. Jane Lavelle, associate professor of pe-
diatrics and associate director of the emergen-
cy department at CHOP, has been chosen to re-
ceive the Blockley-Osler Award. Dr. Lavelle has 
served as director of Resident Education, Medi-
cal Student courses and was fellowship director 
for Pediatric Emergency Medicine over the last 
decade. According to Dr. Lavelle, the most re-
warding part of her job is teaching fellows, resi-
dents and medical students as they care for sick 
children in the emergency department at CHOP. 
“Jane is tireless in her mission to teach budding 
clinicians to help fellows develop the skills to be 
excellent teachers,”  said a colleague.

Dr. Fred M. Henretig, professor of pediatrics 
and emergency medicine at the School of Medi-
cine, and director of the section of clinical toxicol-
ogy at CHOP, is the recipient of the Scott Mack-
ler Award for Excellence in Substance Abuse 
Teaching. He has over 30 years experience in ac-
ademic pediatric emergency medicine and medi-
cal toxicology, having participated in the found-
ing of Philadelphia’s regional poison control cen-
ter in 1985, and serving as its medical director 
until 2005. His scholarly interests include the 
management of a variety of pediatric toxicolog-
ic and environmental health hazards, in addition 
to those issues related specifically to adolescent 
substance abuse. In recent years he also has be-
come involved in disaster preparedness and ed-
ucation, particularly in the context of chemical 
threats, and has participated clinically on medi-
cal disaster relief teams responding to New York 
City on 9/11/2001, Banda Aceh, Indonesia after 
the 2004 tsunami, and in 2005 to New Orleans in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Student Training was established in 1992-93 to 
recognize excellence in graduate education. This 
year the award is presented to Dr. Phyllis Gimot-
ty, associate professor of biostatistics. Dr. Gimot-
ty joined Penn in 1998 as the acting director of 
the biostatistics unit at the Penn Cancer Center. 
She established the graduate program in biosta-
tistics and has contributed to many of the educa-
tional activities of the Graduate Group in Epide-

miology and Biostatistics. She has also been in-
strumental in developing biostatistics training for 
many Biomedical Graduate Studies Ph.D. stu-
dents. Dr. Gimotty’s clinical research interests in-
clude cancer translational research, cancer pre-
vention and control, risk assessment, and health 
services research. Her primary research interests 
include categorical and survival analysis, mod-
el assessment, classification trees, longitudinal 
data, evaluating diagnostic tests and methods for 
incomplete data. She is currently a co-principal 
investigator on a project to use novel biostatisti-
cal methods to identify new immunohistochemi-
cal biomarkers in melanoma.

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical 
Teaching at an Affiliated Hospital is presented to 
three members: Dr. Gregg Gorton, clinical asso-
ciate professor of psychiatry and staff psychia-
trist at the Philadelphia Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center; Dr. Prithvi S. Sankar, as-
sistant professor of clinical ophthalmology; and 
Dr. Lisa B. Zaoutis, assistant professor of pediat-
rics and section chief of inpatient services for the 
division of general pediatrics at CHOP.

Dr. Gorton’s primary professional identity 
has been as a psychiatric educator and clinician, 
though he has also contributed numerous publi-
cations to psychiatric literature. Having taught for 
25 years, he has won teaching awards from three 
different medical schools and the National Asso-
ciation for Academic Psychiatry. He is nationally 
known in the areas of personality disorders and of 
doctor-patient sexual boundaries education, but he 
currently focuses his educational efforts on bed-
side clinical teaching. Residents and students fre-
quently comment on his deeply humane approach 
to patient care, manifested by his thoroughgoing 
biopsychosocial approach and the ample time he 
spends rounding on patients with his team. 

Dr. Sankar’s specialty is the medical and sur-
gical treatment of glaucoma and he serves as the 
director of the medical student program for the 
ophthalmology department. He has made teach-
ing medical students, residents, and fellows a top 
priority. From the words of one resident, “Dr. 
Sankar makes sure that everyone he teaches gets 
the most out of the time they’re there.”

Dr. Zaoutis is a motivated and motivating teach-
er of pediatric hospital medicine. Especially impor-
tant to “Dr. Z” is teaching students to think inde-
pendently and logically while infusing additional 
medical knowledge into them. Comments from her 
students liken her to a sports coach who is “tough 
and no-nonsense while at the same time kind and 
encouraging. She actively works to promote the in-
dividual performance of each member of the team, 
while keeping the team working together to deliv-
er the best possible care to the patients on the ser-
vice. She sees it as her mission to teach us as much 
as possible and have fun doing it.”  

Dr. Donna M. McDonald-McGinn, associate 

director of clinical genetics at CHOP is the recip-
ient of the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Medi-
cal Student Teaching by an Allied Health Profes-
sional. She has authored a handbook for parents 
and professionals on the Chromosome 22q11.2 
Deletion Syndrome and she is the editor-in-chief 
of a quarterly newsletter, 22q and You. She has 
also organized numerous conferences and sym-
posia and she has presented platform presenta-
tions both as a juried and invited speaker. Over 
the years she has taught innumerable undergradu-
ates, nurses, graduate students, medical students, 
residents, and fellows. Currently she is also the 
program director of the “22q and You” Center, 
a multidisciplinary clinic for children and adults 
with the chromosome 22q11.2 deletion, at CHOP. 
She is also a founding board member of the In-
ternational 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome Founda-
tion, Inc. She comments that she has benefited 
tremendously from working “shoulder to shoul-
der” with many of the world’s leading clinicians, 
educators, and researchers, along with amazing 
support staff while at Penn, not to mention ex-
traordinary patients and their families who have 
“taught her more than they can ever know.” 

Dr. Neal A. Rubinstein, associate professor of 
cell and developmental biology, has received the 
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Basic Science 
Teaching. During the past four years, Dr. Rubin-
stein has been director of the gross anatomy course 
for first year medical students. He has sparked a 
renewal of interest and excitement in gross anato-
my by modernizing the traditional approach, em-
phasizing clinical relevance, and incorporating 
novel and positive approaches to learning. Stu-
dents have commented that Dr. Rubinstein creates 
“a great learning environment that is fun, enthu-
siastic, non-competitive, and serious. This course 
was a wonderful breath of fresh air. Dr. Rubinstein 
emphasized learning for the sake of learning.” 

Dr. Judy A. Shea, professor in the division of 
general internal medicine and associate dean of 
Medical Education Research and director of the 
Office of Evaluation and Assessment, has been 
awarded the Special Dean’s Award. This award 
honors achievements by Penn faculty members, 
particularly in the development of new and inno-
vative education programs. Dr. Shea directs the 
evaluation of the medical school curriculum and 
collaborates with faculty and fellows to design and 
implement medical education evaluation and re-
search projects. She has led the team development 
efforts that began with using consensus processes 
to define the important domains of teaching effec-
tiveness, progressed to implementing a web-based 
evaluation system in all clinical departments, and 
culminated in a teaching dossier in which evalua-
tive data provided by students, residents, and fel-
lows are summarized in a systematic and compar-
ative fashion for all clinical faculty in the SOM. 

School of Medicine Teaching Awards (continued from page 1)

(continued on page 5)

Jordan Orange Jane Lavelle Fred Henretig Phyllis Gimotty Gregg Gorton Prithvi Sankar



ALMANAC  May 1, 2007 www.upenn.edu/almanac   5   

Undergraduate 
Advising Award

The Undergradu-
ate Advising Award is 
presented to the fac-
ulty member who ex-
cels in advising the 
School’s undergradu-
ates. Dr. Therese Rich-
mond, associate pro-
fessor of nursing, is 
this year’s honoree. 
Dr. Richmond is ded-
icated to the academic 
and personal develop-
ment of her advisees 
and encourages her 
students to pursue the areas of study about which 
they are most passionate. She frequently involves 
her advisees in her research investigating depres-
sion after head trauma or firearm injury which 
has helped to make students who might be un-
sure of their choice of a nursing career excited 
about being a nurse and participating in research 
that will have a direct impact on patients. “This 
ability of Dr. Richmond’s to involve young stu-
dents in nursing research is a unique and effec-
tive way of hooking students on nursing and per-
petuating an interest in nursing research,” says 
one colleague. 
Dean’s Award for Undergraduate Teaching

The Dean’s Award for Undergraduate Teach-
ing is presented to the faculty member who dem-
onstrates commitment to educational leadership, 
undergraduate education, and students. Dr. Sean 
Clarke, associate director of the Center for Health 
Outcomes and Policy Research and Class of 1965 
25th Reunion Term Assistant Professor of Nurs-
ing, is the 2007 recipient. As course director for 
the Advanced Clinical Practicum-Theory, the fi-
nal mandatory course in the BSN program, Dr. 
Clarke explores subjects such as leadership con-
cepts, quality and safety management, and legal 
and ethical issues clinical providers often encoun-
ter.  The course helps students make the transition 
from student to practicing clinician. Under his 
guidance, students learn to consider cultural, eth-
nic, racial, and gender differences when analyz-
ing conflict, patient care variance, and healthcare 

policy changes. In nominating him, a colleague 
writes that Dr. Clarke “creates a forum in which 
students can express and articulate their positions 
on controversial issues.” As his students have 
commented, “The subject matter of this course is 
imperative for a new nurse and we feel fortunate 
that we received the information from Dr. Clarke, 
who is so enthusiastic about the field of nursing.”
Dean’s Award for Undergraduate
Scholarly Mentorship

The Dean’s Award for Undergraduate Schol-
arly Mentorship is awarded to the faculty member 
who has served as an exceptional mentor to un-
dergraduate students in the introduction and par-
ticipation of undergraduate nursing research for a 
minimum of one semester. This year’s recipient, 
assistant professor Dr. Nancy Hanrahan, consis-
tently works with undergraduate students to cre-
ate learning and research opportunities that best 
suit the students’ interests. “Dr. Hanrahan does 
outstanding work as a standing faculty member 
raising awareness about research among Penn 
students and sowing seeds for the next generation 
of researchers in nursing,” says a colleague. Dr. 
Hanrahan’s mentorship has resulted in the publi-
cation, review, or presentation of several student-
faculty papers.  
Academic Support Staff Teaching Award

The Academic Support Staff Teaching Award is 
presented for excellence in teaching at the School 
of Nursing. This year’s honoree is Angela Iorian-
ni-Cimbak, director of the Mathias J. Brunner In-

Therese Richmond Sean Clarke Nancy Hanrahan Angela Iorianni-Cimbak Barbara Riegel

School of Nursing Teaching Awards  (continued from page 1)

structional Technology Center. In her position, Ms. 
Iorianni-Cimbak contributes to the educational ex-
periences of students at the undergraduate, grad-
uate, and doctoral levels, meeting with the stu-
dents on an individual basis to review their clini-
cal needs to create a plan that will help the students 
be successful. As a result of her work to develop 
learning exercises that challenge the students’ crit-
ical thinking skills, “Penn Nursing graduates en-
ter the workforce particularly well-prepared for all 
clinical positions, especially those in critical care,” 
writes one faculty member in her nomination let-
ter. Not only does Ms. Iorianni-Cimbak provide 
guidance to the School’s students, she also sup-
ports the faculty and has made invaluable contri-
butions to the School and its mission. “As a result 
of Angela’s hard work and dedication, the simula-
tion center is viewed as a prototype for simulation 
education within the University community,” says 
a Penn Nursing faculty member. 
The Barbara Lowery DSO Faculty Award 

The Barbara Lowery Doctoral Student Orga-
nization (DSO) Faculty Award recognizes a fac-
ulty member who has advanced nursing science 
through “exemplary and unwavering doctoral 
student mentorship.” Presented in honor of Dr. 
Lowery and the impact she had on Penn doctor-
al students, the award is presented each year to a 
member of the School’s standing faculty as voted 
by the DSO membership. This year, the DSO has 
selected associate professor of nursing Dr. Barba-

Notably, Dr. Shea is among the most prolific and 
well-published of the SOM faculty in medical ed-
ucation, having published over three dozen medi-
cal education papers in the last few years. 
Medical Student Government Awards

Dr. David L. Gasser, professor of genetics, is 
the recipient of the MSG Teaching Award in Basic 
Science. For the past nine years, Dr. Gasser has co-
ordinated “Module 1: Core Principles,” as well as 
presenting several lectures during the course. He 

is completely dedicated to medical student educa-
tion and to Penn and  performs his job with im-
pressive equanimity. Students commented that Dr. 
Gasser’s enthusiasm for genetics was contagious 
and that his leadership of the course and organiza-
tional ability was a “phenomenal strength.” 

Dr. Todd D. Barton, assistant professor of clin-
ical medicine in the department of medicine di-
vision of infectious diseases, is the recipient of 
the MSG Clinical Teaching Award. Dr. Barton is 

Lisa Zaoutis Donna 
McDonald-McGinn

Neal Rubinstein Judy Shea David Gasser Todd Barton

also the associate program director for the Inter-
nal Medicine Residency Training Program and the 
co-program director for the Medicine-Pediatrics 
Combined Training Program at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. His clinical interests 
focus on infectious diseases predominantly related 
to bone marrow and organ transplants. He has also 
been awarded the Penn Pearls Teaching Award 
(2006) and the Maurice F. Attie Faculty Teaching 
Award (2004, 2005) among other awards. 

(continued on page 6)
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Annenberg Public Policy 
Center’s Online 

Mayoral Primary Primer
The Annenberg Public Policy Center’s 

Student Voices—Philadelphia website, is 
a virtual one-stop clearinghouse of infor-
mation designed to help Philadelphia vot-
ers make informed choices on primary 
election day, May 15. See http://student-
voices.org/local.php?SiteID=10.

The website has many links to video 
coverage of mayoral candidate forums, 
Philadelphia Inquirer and Philadelphia 
Daily News articles about the race and an 
APPC Student Voices page with contact 
details and websites for all Philadelphia 
mayoral candidates.

Student Voices is a nationwide APPC 
civic engagement project designed to ad-
dress the problem of declining political 
involvement by young people that helps 
inform high school students about cur-
rent issues in government and candidates 
in local elections.

Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead 
link on the Information Security website: 
www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

More Old Issues Now on Web
Pre-web Almanac issues—in a search-

able PDF format—are now available from 
the following academic years: 1984-85, 1985-
86, 1986-87, 1987-88, 1988-89, 1989-90, 
1990-91, 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95 at www.
upenn.edu/almanac/issues/archive.html. 

Recognized Holidays for Fiscal Year 2008
The following holidays will be observed by the University in the upcoming fiscal year (July 1, 

2007 through June 30, 2008) on the dates listed below:
Independence Day, Wednesday, July 4, 2007
Labor Day, Monday, September 3, 2007
Thanksgiving, Thursday and Friday, November 22 and 23, 2007
Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25, 2007
New Year’s Day, Tuesday, January 1, 2008
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Monday, January 21, 2008
Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 2008

Extension of 2007 Special Winter Vacation to Include Monday, December 24, 2007
To the University Community:

After examination of the potential business needs for staying open the Monday before Christ-
mas Day, 2007 and to give our employees a well-deserved additional day of rest and replenishment, 
the University will extend the Special Winter Vacation for 2007 to include Monday, December 24, 
2007. Thus, the Special Winter Vacation granted to faculty and staff between Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day will be December 24, 26, 27, 28, and 31, 2007.  If an employee is required to work 
to continue departmental operations for part or all of this period, the special winter vacation can be 
rescheduled for some other time.

Staff members who are absent from work either the work day before a holiday, the work day after 
a holiday, or both days, will receive holiday pay if that absence is charged to pre-approved paid time 
off or to sick days substantiated by a written note from the staff member’s health care provider.

Vacations and holidays for Hospital employees or those staff members in collective bargaining units 
are governed by the terms of hospital policies or their respective collective bargaining agreements.

	 	 Fiscal Year 2008 Fiscal Year 2009 Fiscal Year 2010
Independence	Day		 Wed.,	7/4/07	 Fri.,	7/4/08	 Fri.,	7/3/09
Labor	Day	 	 Mon.,	9/3/07	 Mon.,	9/1/08	 Mon.,	9/7/09
Thanksgiving	 	 Thurs.	&	Fri.,	 Thurs.	&	Fri.,	 Thurs.	&	Fri.,
	 	 11/22	&	11/23/07	 11/27	&	11/28/08	 11/26	&	11/27/09
Christmas	Day	 	 Tues.,	12/25/07	 Thurs.,	12/25/08	 Fri.,	12/25/09
New	Year’s	Day	 	 Tues.,	1/1/08	 Thurs.,	1/1/09	 Fri.,	1/1/10
Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	Day	 Mon.,	1/21/08	 Mon.,	1/19/09	 Mon.,	1/18/10
Memorial	Day	 	 Mon.,	5/26/08	 Mon.,	5/25/09	 Mon.,	5/31/10

The Penn Perspective: June 7-8
Whether you’re new to the University or have been here for years, The Penn Perspective 

will help you gain a new awareness of how Penn works. Although you may know that our mis-
sion is education, research and service…how much do you really know about the complexities 
of running such a large and diverse institution?  

So we invite you to join us on Thursday, June 7 and Friday, June 8 as we discover The 
Penn Perspective. This two-day program provides you the opportunity to hear about critical 
aspects of the University’s structure, mission, and future direction. You’ll leave with a great-
er appreciation for the role you play at Penn. In addition, you’ll have the chance to meet and 
interact with other members of Penn’s vast community. The program runs from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on both days, in the Terrace Room in Logan Hall.

To attend, simply pre-register online at www.hr.upenn.edu (click on Course Catalog at the 
top of the page), or contact Human Resources at (215) 898-3400. Note that there is a registra-
tion fee of $60.

—Division of Human Resources

Cleaning Up Home Computers
As many of us look forward to the fresh 

start that spring cleaning brings to our 
homes, it’s worth taking a moment to think 
about how a regular “cleanout” of our home 
computers can be beneficial as well. As 
with paper files, receipts, etc., we all tend to 
accumulate and retain computer files longer 
than we really need to in most cases. Many 
old files can simply be deleted, while others 
that still have some value don’t necessarily 
have to stay on your hard drive and can be 
archived to CD or other media for safe stor-
age. While this has the obvious benefit of 
freeing up drive space, there’s also a secu-
rity benefit. Many of these files may contain 
correspondence, data and other information 
relating to personal matters, such as a dis-
pute with your bank over a charge on your 
monthly statement. The files may include 
account numbers, Social Security Numbers 
and other sensitive information that could 
expose you to identity theft if left on a hard 
drive that is stolen or compromised.

Of course, sitting down to clean out years 
of old files can be a daunting and time-con-
suming chore, but it’s a worthwhile task and 
there are some ways to make the job go easi-
er. For starters, as you look through your fold-
ers and directories, sort them by date and look 
at the oldest files first. It can also be helpful to 
sort them by file type, especially when look-
ing through a directory containing e-mail at-
tachments that have been downloaded over 
time. And, don’t forget to look for old e-mail 
messages that are no longer needed.

One special case deserves particular 
mention: because the tax laws change each 
year, the software produced by companies 
like Turbo Tax and H & R Block differs as 
well. Once you have finished using the soft-
ware to file your returns, it’s generally a good 
idea to uninstall the program. However, the 
uninstall routines for most tax programs will 
leave the file containing that year’s return in-
formation on the drive in order to be refer-
enced by the next year’s software. If you’re 
unaware of this, or forget, you may end up 
with several previous years worth of your tax 
information sitting on your drive that doesn’t 
really need to be there.

Cleaning out your home computer may 
not be any more fun than cleaning your 
house, but the rewards are similar, and you 
will just feel better about everything.

SON Teaching Awards 
(continued from page 5)
ra Riegel. A fellow of the American Academy of 
Nursing and the American Heart Association and 
serving as editor of The Journal of Cardiovascu-
lar Nursing, Dr. Riegel is renowned for her stud-
ies of heart failure self-care and disease manage-
ment, providing national and international lead-
ership in clinical research in the area of heart 
failure in the elder patient population. Even 
while maintaining her global research relation-
ships, her students report she has remained com-
mitted to them. As the students wrote in their 
letters of support of her nomination, “Dr. Riegel 
is the quintessential mentor, offering opportuni-
ties to co-author research papers, encouraging 
the writing of research proposals for extramural 
funding and multiple manuscripts for submis-
sion to high impact journals, and seeking out na-
tional networking opportunities for her students. 
She fosters perseverance and the importance of 
collegial relationships. Because of her exempla-
ry work with doctoral students in particular, she 
is a credit to the University, the School of Nurs-
ing, and the nursing community at large.” 
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RESEARCH
CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITYUpdate

May AT PENN
Women over 70 years needed for appetite 
study.	 The	 University	 of	 Pennsylvania	 Division	
of	 Endocrinology,	 Diabetes,	 and	 Metabolism	
seeks	both	healthy	women	and	women	with	un-
explained	weight	loss	for	hormone	study.	Eligible	
volunteers	will	receive	free	medical	exams,	blood	
test	results	and	bone	density.	Participants	will	be	
compensated.	 Please	 contact	 Andrew	 at	 (215)	
573-3429	for	more	information.

Deadlines: Today is the deadline for the two-
week Update in next week’s issue; it will cover 
May 8-22. The deadline for the Summer AT PENN, 
which will include June, July and August events, is 
also today. For information see www.upenn.edu/al-
manac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

18th District Report
11	incidents	with	1	arrest	(including	6	robberies,	3	aggravated	assaults,	1	homicide	and	1	confidential	in-

cident)	were	reported	between	April 16-22, 2007	by	the	18th	District	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	St.	
&	Market	St.	to	Woodland	Ave.

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	cam-
pus	report	for	April 16-22, 2007.	Also	reported	were	18	Crimes	Against	Property	(including	18	thefts).	Full	re-
ports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v53/n32/creport.html.	Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	
online.	—Ed.

This	summary	is	prepared	by	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	includes	all	criminal	incidents	reported	
and	made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	April 16-22, 2007. The	University		
Police	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	River	to	43rd	Street	in		
conjunction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	
public	safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	
concerns	or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.
04/17/07	 3:07	AM	 3700	Walnut	St		 Offender	operating	vehicle	while	intoxicated/Arrest
04/19/07	 11:04	AM	 399	S	34th	St	 Unauthorized	offender	on	premise/Arrest
04/20/07	 2:37	AM	 3900	Chestnut	St		 Operator	driving	vehicle	while	intoxicated/Arrest
04/20/07	 3:15	AM	 3333	Walnut	St	 Complainant	harassed	by	unknown	person
04/20/07	 11:46	PM	 40th	&	Spruce	St	 Female	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
04/22/07	 3:20	PM	 200	37th	St	 Males	issued	citations	for	skateboarding	on	private	property
04/22/07	 5:02	PM	 3401	Spruce	St	 Offenders	cited	for	city	ordinance	violation

Postmenopausal Women Needed for Endo-
crine Study.	 The	 University	 of	 Pennsylvania	
Health	 System/Division	 of	 Endocrinology	 seeks	
non-diabetic	women	50	to	79	years	old.	Eligible	
volunteers	 will	 receive	 free	 medical	 exams	 and	
blood	test	results.	Participants	will	be	compensat-
ed.	Please	contact	Dr.	Patel	at	(215)	614-0579	for	
more	information.

04/16/07	 11:02	AM	 3200	South	St	 Aggravated	Assault
04/16/07	 11:02	AM	 200	Preston	St	 Homicide
04/16/07	 11:02	AM	 3400	Spruce	St	 Robbery
04/16/07	 3:00	PM	 3000	Market	St	 Robbery
04/16/07	 10:33	PM	 4700	Baltimore	Ave	 Robbery
04/18/07	 2:30	PM	 4000	Baltimore	Ave	 Robbery
04/18/07	 8:30	PM	 199	Farragut	St	 Robbery
04/20/07	 4:16	AM	 5100	Larchwood	Ave	 Confidential
04/22/07	 10:27	AM	 4631	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault
04/22/07	 1:16	PM	 4606	Baltimore	Ave	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
04/22/07	 2:00	PM	 4600	Walnut	St	 Robbery

Online Survey Melanoma Research 
Penn researchers who are part of GenoMEL, an 

international research consortium coordinated by 
the University of Leeds, are asking people about 
what they do in the sun and what they think about 
skin cancer. Completing the online survey takes 
between 20 to 30 minutes and consists of multiple-
choice questions. There is an option to request 
information about how you can reduce your risk of 
developing skin cancer. The questionnaire will be 
available over the next six months at www.genomel.
org. GenoMEL’s website will also carry regular 
updates on the progress of the research.  The final 
results will help develop more effective skin cancer 
prevention strategies and inform GenoMEL’s 
internet-based melanoma education packages.

—Althea Ruffin, GenoMEL Project Manager

READING/SIGNING
3    Joan Quigley—The Day the Earth Caved In: 
An American Mining Tragedy; 7 p.m.; Penn Book-
store (Bookstore).

Thunder Drums 
of China
From the producers 
of The Peking 
Acrobats comes 
Jigu!, a troupe with 
an ultra-sensory, 
folk-infused show, 
featuring high-tech 
lighting and special 
effects on Friday, 
May 11 at 8 p.m. 
in the Zellerbach 
Theatre, Annenberg 
Center; $21-$47. 
For information 
or to purchase 
tickets, visit: www.
pennpresents.org.

Move-Out Traffic Advisory: May 3—6
Due to move-out 2007, Spruce Street will be closed from 34th to 38th Streets on Thurs-

day, May 3 and Friday, May 4 from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. On Saturday, May 5, Spruce Street 
will be closed from 34th to 40th Street from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on Sunday, May 6, Spruce 
Street will be closed from 34th to 40th Street from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. Street parking in the 
areas of Hamilton Village, the Quadrangle, Hill House, English House and Kings Court will 
also be restricted, and these areas will be dedicated to move-out.

 —Captain Joseph D. Fischer, Commanding Officer, Patrol Operations, UPPD

Submissions	for	classified	ads	are	due	every	
Thursday	for	the	following	Tuesday’s	issue.
For	information	call	(215)	898-5274	or	visit	

www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•

CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL
OPPORTUNITY

Almanac	is	not	responsible	for	contents	of	
classified	ad	material.	

Research Technician:	 The	 Howard	 Hughes	
Medical	 Institute,	 a	 leading	 biomedical	 research	
organization	 located	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Penn-
sylvania	School	of	Medicine,	seeks	a	responsible	
technician	 for	a	structural	and	molecular	biology	
lab	of	one	of	its	Investigators.	Principal	responsi-
bilities	include	participating	in	ongoing	projects	in-
volving	molecular	biology,	tissue	culture,	and	bio-
chemistry	 techniques	 and	 assisting	 with	 general	
lab	 maintenance	 (media	 and	 buffer	 preparation,	
ordering	supplies),	and	other	duties	as	assigned.	
Preferred	qualifications	are	a	Bachelor’s	degree	in	
biology	or	a	related	field	and	prior	research	expe-
rience	involving	molecular	biology	and	tissue	cul-
ture	techniques.	HHMI	offers	a	competitive	salary	
and	an	excellent	benefits	package.	Please	send	a	
resume	to	HHMI/Univ.	of	PA	School	of	Med.,	Attn:		
Dr.	Gregory	Van	Duyne,		c/o	Anne	Kelly,	415	Cu-
rie	Blvd.,	Rm.	405/CRB,	Philadelphia,	PA		19104	
or	email	to	kellya@hhmi.org			EOE.
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RESEARCH ROUNDUP

Gene-Environment Interactions in Lung Cancer
The Penn School of Medicine, in association with Pennsylvania State 

University Medical College and Lincoln University, has received $4.2 
million to study gene-environment interactions that increase the risk of 
lung cancer in African American and Caucasian smokers and non-smok-
ers. The funds were awarded from Pennsylvania’s share of the national to-
bacco settlement for 2006-2007.

The award will fund the establishment of a Center for Gene-Environ-
ment Interactions in Lung Cancer directed by Dr. Steve Whitehead, profes-
sor of pharmacology. The study will be conducted under the Gene-Environ-
ment Initiative of Penn’s Center of Excellence in Environmental Toxicolo-
gy (CEET), directed by Dr. Trevor M. Penning, professor of pharmacology, 
obstetrics and gynecology, and biochemistry and biophysics. 

Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths in the adult U.S. pop-
ulation. “This year alone 174,500 new cases of lung cancer will be diag-
nosed and almost as many deaths will result,” notes Dr. Penning. “Eighty-
five to 90 percent of all lung cancer is seen in individuals who smoke cig-
arettes, yet only ten-percent of those who smoke will succumb to the dis-
ease. These statistics suggest that a significant gene-environment interac-
tion exists.”

Cigarette smoke contains two major classes of cancer-causing chem-
icals: those derived from nicotine and those derived from polycyclic ar-
omatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). PAHs are also produced by burning fossil 
fuels and are ubiquitous environmental pollutants. “PAHs are present in 
soot that is found at relatively high concentrations in the air we breathe 
in urban environments,” explains Dr. Penning. “Exposure to environmen-
tal PAHs may also account for lung-cancer incidence in people who have 
never smoked.”

The researchers aim to enroll and compare 600 lung-cancer patients 
from Philadelphia, which has high concentrations of air pollutants, and 
600 patients from Hershey, PA, which has comparatively unpolluted air. 
In addition, for the 600 recruits in the Philadelphia-based part of the proj-
ect, the investigators hope to recruit 300 African Americans and the same 
number of Caucasians to study possible racial differences in gene-envi-
ronment causes of lung cancer.

Each site will also recruit 600 control individuals who do not have 
lung cancer, even though they have the same smoking behavior and expo-
sures to pollutants.

The study subjects will answer questions about their smoking history 
and exposure to airborne pollutants. These pollutants will also be mapped 
cartographically using GIS technologies to ascertain distribution in each 
study location.

Exposure to air pollutants for each subject will be analyzed together 
with their individual variation in approximately 100 genes. “The genes to 
be tested are considered to be very important for dealing with the carcin-
ogens that are known to cause lung cancer and include many of those re-
sponsible for the metabolism and detoxification of carcinogens and for re-
pairing DNA damage caused by carcinogens,” explains Dr. Whitehead.

Additionally, current exposure to nicotine and PAHs will be estimat-
ed by measuring molecules called biomarkers produced from these chem-
icals in the body. This is an important component to the study, especially 
for estimating carcinogen levels in participants who have never smoked 
but have Dr. Whitehead and Dr. Penning both note that urban areas that 
are most polluted are very often occupied by residents of lower socio-
economic status and issues of health-disparity and environmental justice 
exist. Faculty and student interns from Lincoln University will conduct 
questionnaire-based surveys to identify health-care disparities between 
the various populations to be enrolled. In addition, they will examine how 
information about genetic risk is understood and acted upon by the vari-
ous participating groups.

“Once lung cancer is diagnosed, the five-year survival rate is less than 
15 percent,” notes Dr. Penning. “This study provides the opportunity to 
identify those individuals who may be genetically pre-disposed to lung 
cancer. This genetic information could provide the impetus for high-risk in-
dividuals to enter smoking cessation programs. In addition, a better under-
standing of the relationship between pollution and genetic factors in lung 
cancer would inform agencies involved in urban planning and facilitate the 
formulation and implementation of environmental health policies.”

Link Between Autism and Abnormal Blood-Vessel 
Function and Oxidative Stress

Researchers at Penn’s School of Medicine discovered that children with 
autism showed signs of abnormal blood-vessel function and damaging lev-
els of oxidative stress compared to healthy children. The children with au-
tism possessed levels of biochemicals that indicate the presence of constrict-
ed blood vessels via the endothelium (the cells that line vessels) with a high-
er tendency to form clots (through cells called platelets). Exploring the re-
lationship between oxidative stress and blood-vessel function in autistic pa-
tients, may lead to new therapeutic options for this syndrome. The research-
ers, led by Dr. Domenico Pratico, associate professor of pharmacology, pub-
lished their findings in the August issue of the Archives of Neurology.

According to the Autism Society of America, the reported number of au-
tism cases is increasing 10 to 17 percent per year in the U.S. Autism, an ear-
ly onset neurological disorder, is characterized by impaired social interac-
tions, limited verbal and nonverbal communication, and repetitive and re-
stricted behavioral patterns. Patients with autism can differ in the severity 
and scope of their symptoms, suggesting that multiple factors contribute to 
explaining the disorder’s symptoms. Previous studies at other institutions 
have shown that autistic patients have reduced cerebral blood flow, presum-
ably due to constricted blood vessels in the brain, versus healthy controls.

Dr. Pratico’s team measured isoprostane, a biomarker for oxidative 
stress; thromboxane, an index of platelet activation; and prostacyclin, a 
measure of blood vessel activation in the samples. Compared with con-
trols, children with autism had significantly higher urinary levels of iso-
prostane, thromboxone, and prostacyclin. 

Oxidative stress is the result of an excessive formation of chemical-
ly unstable byproducts, called free radicals, within the cell. Under normal 
conditions, the cell is able to destroy the free radicals. However, when ex-
cessive free radicals accumulate, these molecules mount an attack against 
the cell in search of chemical stability. 

Autism is a complex neurological disorder and oxidative imbalance is 
one feature of the autistic syndrome. Several lines of evidence support the 
hypothesis that oxidative imbalance may also play a role in this disease: 
autism is characterized by an impaired anti-oxidant defense system, high-
er free-radical production, and improvement of behavioral symptoms af-
ter taking anti-oxidants. 

Meditation Helps Congestive Heart Failure
According to a first-of-its-kind randomized study conducted by re-

searchers from Penn’s division of geriatric medicine, a widely practiced, 
stress-reducing meditation technique can significantly reduce the severity 
of congestive heart failure. The study appears in the Winter 2007 issue of 
Ethnicity & Disease.

“The results of this study indicate that transcendental meditation can 
be effective in improving the functional capacity and quality of life of 
congestive heart failure patients,” said Dr. Ravishankar Jayadevappa, lead 
author and research assistant professor in the division of geriatric medi-
cine. “These results also suggest long-term improvements in survival in 
these individuals.”

Dr. Jayadevappa and fellow researchers from Penn evaluated 23 Afri-
can American men and women, average age 64, who were recently hos-
pitalized with New York Heart Association class II or III congestive heart 
failure. Participants were randomized to either the Transcendental Med-
itation ® (TM) technique or health education—in addition to standard 
medical treatment.  According to Dr. Jayadevappa, the TM group signifi-
cantly improved on a six-minute walk test after both three and six months 
of TM practice compared to the control group. The TM group also showed 
improvement in quality of life measurements, depression, and had fewer 
re-hospitalizations.

This present finding is consistent with previous research demonstrat-
ing that TM reduces factors that contribute to the cause or progression of 
heart failure, such as high blood pressure, stress, metabolic syndrome, left 
ventricular hypertrophy (enlargement of the heart) and severity of athero-
sclerosis (hardening of the arteries).  Further validation of the outcomes of 
this study is planned via a large, multi-center trial with long-term follow-
up. According to the study authors, TM most likely improves heart failure 
by reducing sympathetic nervous system activation associated with stress 
that is known to contribute to the failing heart.


