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Louis J. Soslowsky: 
Fairhill Professor of 
Orthopaedic Surgery

Dr. Louis J. Sos-
lowsky, professor of 
orthopaedic surgery 
and bioengineering, 
has been appointed to 
the Fairhill Endowed 
Professorship in the 
School of Medicine.  
He serves as vice chair 
for research in the de-
partment of orthopae-
dic surgery, director of 
the McKay Orthopae-
dic Research Labora-
tory, and the founding 
director of the new 
NIH-sponsored Penn 
Center for Musculoskeletal Disorders.  

Dr. Soslowsky’s research goals include deter-
mining the fundamental relationships and mech-
anisms of tendon and ligament injury, healing, 
repair, and regeneration, and using this infor-
mation to develop and evaluate potential treat-
ment modalities. His rat model for rotator cuff 
injuries of the shoulder has been adopted as the 
standard by researchers in this area. He has also 
developed sophisticated and rigorous models in 
transgenic and knockout mice for studying in-
jury, repair, and functional tissue engineering of 
tendons and ligaments.  

Dr. Soslowsky is the recipient of several pres-
tigious awards, including the Y.C. Fung Young 
Investigator Award from the American Soci-
ety of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and the 
Hughston Award from the American Orthopae-
dic Society for Sports Medicine. He is a two-time 
recipient of the Charles Neer Award from the 
American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons, a fel-
low of ASME and AIMBE, and a past chair of 
the Bioengineering Division of ASME.  Dr. So-
slowsky is the basic research editor for the Jour-
nal of Shoulder and Elbow Surgery, and serves 
on the advisory boards of the Journal of Biome-
chanics and Journal of Orthopaedic Research. 

Dr. Soslowsky earned his PhD in biome-
chanics from Columbia University and began 
his first faculty appointment at the University of 
Michigan, where he rose to the rank of associ-
ate professor with tenure in 1997, prior to his re-
cruitment to Penn.

The Fairhill Professorship was established 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Tuesday
November 4, 2008
Volume 55 Number 11
www.upenn.edu/almanac

IN THIS ISSUE
2	 Senate:	SEC	Agenda;	Council	Meeting	Coverage;		
	 Death:	Dr.	Mphahlele;	Grant	for	Cancer	Research
3	 Trustees’	Meeting	Coverage	
4	 PGFI	Visiting	Scholars	Program;	MLK	Symposium		
	 Committee	Call	for	Programs;	CCTV	Locations
5	 HR:	Prescription	Drug	Coverage	and	Medicare;		
	 Snow	Day	Childcare;	Maintain,	Don’t	Gain
6  Penn’s Way Raffle; Classifieds;	One	Step	Ahead;		
	 Morris	Arboretum	Wellness	Walks
7	 Great	Sites	of	the	Ancient	World	Lecture	and	Gallery		
	 Tour	Series;	Update;	CrimeStats
8		 Talk	About	Teaching	and	Learning

The Penn Institute for Urban Research (Penn 
IUR) and the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Design (PennDesign) will co-host a ground-
breaking symposium on the critical ways urban 
designers and leaders in both public and private 
sectors are re-envisioning cities in the face of 
costly energy and global warming. The sympo-
sium, Re-Imagining Cities: Urban Design After 
the Age of Oil, will be held from November 6-8, 
at Penn. More than 300 international urban lead-
ers, scholars, and practitioners will explore meth-
ods of achieving a truly sustainable urban world. 
“Today’s urban designers are poised to meet the 
dual challenges of climate change and peak oil 
prices. Re-Imagining Cities will show the way,” 
said Dean of PennDesign Marilyn Jordan Taylor.

Supported by the Rockefeller Foundation, the 
symposium addresses the profound need around 
the world for urban innovation at every level—
from the way people commute to work to the way 
they plan the future development of entire regions. 
These new approaches are crucial to ensuring that 
American cities continue to thrive in a future with-
out the abundant oil that has historically given rise 
to the most prosperous urban economies.

“The Rockefeller Foundation is proud to 
support this seminal gathering,” said Dr. Judith 
Rodin, the Foundation’s president. “A half cen-
tury ago, a similar University of Pennsylvania/
Rockefeller Foundation conference sparked the 
20th century’s most innovative thinking about 
urban criticism, design, and planning. Today, at 
the start of the 21st century, urban areas around 
the world face new challenges and demand a 
new generation of sustainable solutions. This 
symposium will help devise them.”

Participants of Re-Imagining Cities: Urban 
Design After the Age of Oil will delve into dis-
cussions on a wide array of topics, including:

• Scientific, historical, and global perspectives 
on reducing carbon emissions and energy prices

• Current urban adaptation to environmental 
and energy problems

• Groundbreaking design solutions from around 
the world

• The future of design, from mega-regions to 
pioneering products

• Opportunities for urban design of all scales in 
new development

• The potential role of traditional and new me-
dia in changing public perception of urban design 
possibilities

• Recent innovative responses by city managers 
to climate change and energy strategies

Today’s leading thinkers about the impacts 
of energy shortages and climate change—Rob-
ert Socolow, Elizabeth Kolbert, David Orr, Adil 

(continued on page 2)

Exploring Challenge of Urban Development in an “After-Oil” World:
Rockefeller Foundation Supports Groundbreaking 

Penn Institute for Urban Research Symposium
Najam, and William Rees, to name a few—will 
exchange ideas and perspectives with leading 
practitioners of urban design—Peter Head, Jon-
athan Barnett, and Gary Hack among them. Ur-
ban design educators from around the world will 
consider how to organize educational systems to 
produce the next generation of designers capable 
of responding to current and future challenges.

“Integrating the new call for urban design 
into practice will be the job of today’s profes-
sors and professionals as they instruct current 
and future students,” Dr. Eugenie Birch, co-di-
rector of Penn IUR, noted. “This conference 
will reshape their work.” By the closing of the 
conference, participants will have drafted a cru-
cial manifesto for urban design education in the 
next era. An accompanying interactive exhibi-
tion will feature trailblazing ideas from an inter-
national array of designers, architects, and plan-
ners, showcasing projects, initiatives, and poli-
cies that seek to reduce emissions by changing 
the way we design and inhabit cities.

Re-Imagining Cities: Urban Design After the 
Age of Oil marks the 50th Anniversary of the 1958 
University of Pennsylvania/Rockefeller Foun-
dation Conference on Urban Design Criticism, 
which included such participants as Jane Jacobs, 
Louis Kahn, Kevin Lynch, Ian McHarg, Lewis 
Mumford, and I.M. Pei. “Just as that historic con-
ference helped shape the new field of urban de-
sign for the 20th century, this symposium promis-
es to forge vital new paths for urban design in the 
21st century and beyond,” added Dr. Rodin.

Registration is closed; however, the confer-
ence sponsors encourage attendance at the Friday, 
November 7 lecture and panel discussion which 
will be held in B1 Meyerson Hall, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Speakers include Neal Peirce, chairman, Citistates 
Group; Inga Saffron, architecture critic, Philadel-
phia Inquirer; Elizabeth Kubany, principal, Eliza-
beth H. Kubany Public Relations; Andrew Revkin, 
reporter, dot Earth, The New York Times; Witold 
Rybczynski, Martin & Margy Meyerson Profes-
sor of Urbanism, School of Design and architec-
ture critic, Slate.com; and Norbert W. Young Jr., 
president, McGraw Hill Construction.

The lecture is followed by the opening re-
ception of an exhibition which reflects on the in-
fluence of the 1958 conference participants and 
features innovative ideas and projects from an 
international array of designers that challenge 
how cities are designed, built and inhabited. The 
exhibition, in Meyerson Hall’s Lower Gallery, 
November 6-8—is free and open to the public, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Additional information is avail-
able at www.upenn.edu/penniur/afteroil.

Louis Soslowsky
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Death

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former facul-
ty and staff members, students, and other 
members of the University community.

However, notices of alumni deaths 
should be directed to the Alumni Records 
Office at Room 545, Franklin Building, 
(215) 898-8136 or e-mail record@ben.
dev.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Levy Conference Center at Silverman Hall, Penn Law School

Wednesday, November 12, 2008, 2:30–5 p.m.

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (2�5) 898-6943, or by e-mail at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

SENATE From the Senate Chair Fairhill Professor of Orthopaedic 
Surgery  (continued from page �)

Correction
Stanley I. Sheerr, for whom the Stanley I. 

Sheerr Term Professorship in the Social Scienc-
es is named, was mistakenly referenced on the 
front page of the October 21, 2008 issue as W 
’33, however he was in fact W’37. 

We regret the error.   —Eds.

Dr. Mphahlele, English
Dr. Ezekiel Es’kia Mphahlele, H’82, former 

professor in the department of English, passed 
away October 27; he was 88.

Dr. Mphahlele was a renowned scholar and 
writer from South Africa who served on Penn’s 
faculty from 1974 to 1977. During this time he 
had been in exile from South Africa since 1957 
for his opposition to unequal education under 
the apartheid government. Upon his return to 
South Africa in 1977, he later became the first 
black professor at the University of Witwa-
tersrand and later founded its African literature 
department. 

Dr. Mphahlele returned to Penn in 1982 to 
deliver the baccalaureate address and to accept 
a doctor of humane letters (Almanac April 13, 
1982). In the previous year, he formed the Coun-
cil of Black Education and Research in South Af-
rica to enhance the education for blacks outside 
the University of Witwatersrand, which Penn en-
couraged support for in a note from the Presi-
dent’s Office published in Almanac (September 
10, 1985). In addition, he spoke at the 1985 Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Program 
along with civil rights activist Rosa Parks. 

His honors and awards included numerous 
honorary degrees and the 1999 National Silver 
Award of the Southern Cross awarded by Nel-
son Mandela. He was most known for his nov-
el Down Second Avenue (1959), which portrays 
his early life as a black South African during 
Apartheid.

Dr. Mphahlele is survived by his sons, Cha-
bi, Motswiri, Tony and Puso; and grandchildren, 
Es’kia, Jr., Rorisang, Justin, Shelton, Tumisho 
and Soycka.

www.makinghistory.upenn.edu

** Please note change in meeting time and location and 
that you will need your PennCard to enter Silverman Hall

1. Approval of the Minutes of October 22, 2008  (2 minutes)
2. Chair’s Report (5 minutes)
3. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
4. Discussion on the Economic Status of the Faculty Report (20 minutes)
  Senate Committee on the Economic Status of the Faculty, Chair, Laura Perna
5. Ballot:  Nominating Committee Tie (5 minutes)
6. The Millennium Discussion on Faculty in the 21st Century (60 minutes)
  Senate Committee on Faculty and the Academic Mission, Chair, Steve Phipps
  Associate Provost for Faculty Affairs, Vincent Price
7. Ballot:  Nominating Committee Chair (5 minutes)
8. New Business

$1 Million Grant for Cancer Gene Therapy Research
Dr. Carl June, director of Translational Research at the Abramson Can-

cer Center of the University of Pennsylvania and professor of pathology 
and laboratory medicine in Penn’s School of Medicine, has received $1 
million over the next three years from the Alliance for Cancer Gene Ther-
apy, Inc. (ACGT) to harness the immune system to fight the worst cases 
of ovarian cancer.

As the only national foundation devoted exclusively to funding cancer 
gene therapy research, the mission of ACGT is to identify and fund innova-
tive scientific research on the causes, treatment, and prevention of all types 
of cancer, using cells and genes as medicine. The award is entitled The 
Joan Miller and Linda Bernstein Gene Therapy Ovarian Cancer Award.

Ovarian cancer is the leading cause of gynecologic cancer death, and 
though most patients respond to initial chemotherapy, the majority will 
eventually relapse and die of chemotherapy-resistant disease. Despite the 
advent of newer chemotherapies, the five-year survival for patients with 
advanced disease remains only 25 percent, and few patients are cured.

“With this grant from the Alliance for Cancer Gene Therapy we plan to carry out a Phase 1 clin-
ical trial to test whether the immune cells we designed to withstand the toxic effects of ovarian tu-
mors are able to mediate tumor regression in patients with advanced cancer that has failed to regress 
after chemotherapy,” said Dr. June. In preliminary studies, Dr. June’s group has developed geneti-
cally engineered T cells to augment traditional treatments. The engineered T cells have eradicated 
large tumors in pre-clinical experiments with animals.

Dr. June was selected by ACGT’s 12-member Scientific Advisory Council, which includes some 
of the nation’s most preeminent physicians and researchers in cancer gene therapy.

Carl June

from the sale of the Fairhill Mansion, the fam-
ily homestead of Isaac Norris, a member of a 
distinguished Philadelphia family whose ances-
tor founded Norristown.  Mr. Norris was a trust-
ee of the College and Academy of Philadelphia, 
now the University of Pennsylvania, from 1751-
1755. He also served as the speaker of the Penn-
sylvania Assembly from 1751-1764.

At the October 22 Council meeting, after the 
State of the University Report of the President (Al-
manac October 28) EVP Craig Carnaroli report-
ed on Campus Life Issues: Transportation, Public 
Safety, Graduate Housing, Dining, and Retail. 

Transportation: A new initiative installed this 
summer is a global positioning system (GPS) to 
allow riders to track the location of Penn Tran-
sit vehicles with their PDA or cell phone; three 
new transit stops were added with CCTV and 
phones; boundaries were expanded; four new 
fuel-efficient buses have been added to Penn’s 
fleet; holiday shuttle buses to the airport will run 
for the Thanksgiving and winter break. South 
Street Bridge will likely close in December, ac-
cording to city officials. The Weave Bridge, to be 
installed later this month, will allow pedestrians 
to get from Hollenback to the Palestra area.

Public Safety: While crimes against persons 

have been down over the past calendar year, crimes 
against property, generally unattended theft, is a 
problem. A campus  lighting project along Walnut, 
Spruce, and 34th streets has improved those areas; 
next phases are moving lighting westward.

Graduate Housing: The Neighborhood Pres-
ervation and Development Fund is an initia-
tive that Penn has to acquire properties aimed at 
maintaining available and affordable multifami-
ly housing in the neighborhood.

Retail: More than 100 businesses occupy 
over 350,000 square feet of retail space here with 
a mix of both independent and national brands. 

Penn Dining: New initiatives include the 
guest chef series at the dining halls which have 
gone trayless; some changes in the Houston 
Market and at 1920 Commons; the University 
Square Farmers Market accepts Penn Cash and 
Dining Dollars.

October Council Coverage
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Today, President Amy Gutmann will 
join student group Penn Leads the Vote, 

at 3:15 p.m. in Steinberg-
Dietrich Hall. This group 
is a student-run non-parti-
san voter-registration and 
mobilization campaign. 
See their Don’t Vote vid-

eo on YouTube at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V7IQ2VLVVsI and then exer-
cise your right to vote.

As Trustee Chair James Riepe remarked 
when he called the Stated Meeting of the Trust-
ees to order on October 31, these are  “tumultu-
ous times” and it is necessary to evaluate the im-
plications for Penn but he is “still optimistic.”

 He presented a resolution to amend the Stat-
utes of the Trustees: to reflect a name change 
for the College of General Studies to College of 
Liberal and Professional Studies as the School 
of Arts and Sciences’ lifelong learning program; 
and to reflect the addition of Clinician Educators 
as members of the faculty in non-health schools. 
Mr. Riepe also presented resolutions of appre-
ciation for three trustees who have “served the 
University with great passion,” Mitchell J. Blutt, 
Alan G. Hassenfeld and Mitchell I. Quain. 

The trustees also passed a resolution of ap-
preciation and designation as emeritus trustee for 
Alvin V. Shoemaker, H’95, who has been “true to 
the Red and Blue” since graduating from Whar-
ton over 50 years ago. He served as chair of the 
Penn Trustees from 1984-94—during the Cam-
paign for Penn which raised more than $1.4 bil-
lion, and led in the presidential search that result-
ed in the appointment of Dr. Judith Rodin, and 
inspired the Penn Club in New York City. Mr. 
Shoemaker said that the biggest single change 
at Penn that he has witnessed over the decades 
is that the institution now has more “self-confi-
dence,” there are “no limits to what we can do.” 

David M. Silfen, C’66, a member of the 
board since 1998, was elected a charter trust-
ee. William P. Egan II, WG’69, and Katherine 
S. Sachs, CW’69—both members of the board 
since 2004, were elected as term trustees effec-
tive January 1, 2009. 

President Amy Gutmann noted that thanks to 
the University’s prudent management and keen 
focus on priorities, Penn will be poised to “do 
more with less” in these difficult financial times. 
She also announced that the Making History 
campaign launched last year has reached 63% of 
its goal as of October 28, at $2.19 billion. This 
year’s goal is $450 million and there are already 
$129 million in new gift commitments. 

The Campus Development Plan, Penn Con-
nects, is progressing—the new post office is com-
plete where the annex had been; renovations are 
taking place in the historic 30th Street Post Of-
fice building and the design for the Penn Park is 
nearing completion. The Weave Bridge compo-
nents are being fabricated in Pittsburgh, and will 
be assembled on site to create a pedestrian bridge 
that would cross the Amtrak rail lines near Bower 
Field. She also thanked trustee George Weiss for 
his generosity; the Weiss Pavilion will contain a 
state-of-the-art Weight Training and Fitness Cen-
ter within the northern arcade of Franklin Field. 
The Music Building renovation has begun; the 
Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine offi-
cially opened on October 2. 

President Gutmann said that she soon will be 
traveling to Dubai to attend the World Economic 
Forum ‘Summit on Global Agenda.’ She will then 
be traveling to Ghana, China and to Davos, Swit-
zerland, where the outcomes of the Summit will 
be presented at the World Economic Forum Annu-
al Meeting 2009 for further discussion and action. 
Wharton Dean Thomas Robertson and PIK Profes-
sor John Gearhart will also be attending that event.

Dr. Gutmann presented a resolution of appre-
ciation for Dean Gary Hack who led the School 
of Design, from 1996 to 2008, presiding over 
the name change from Graduate School of Fine 
Arts and launching PennPraxis—a unique con-
sulting and practice unit, and establishing the 

T.C. Chan Center, specializing in building ener-
gy and technology research.  Dr. Gutmann then 
presented a resolution to appoint Marilyn Jor-
dan Taylor, an internationally known architect, 
as dean of the School of Design. 

Provost Ron Daniels gave the Penn Medi-
cine Report on behalf of Dr. Arthur Rubenstein. 
He expressed the need to be vigilant and con-
cerned about the financial situation. He said 
that the Abramson Cancer Center is scheduled 
to move in December. This year Penn had more 
people inducted into the Institute of Medicine 
than other institutions—five from Penn Medi-
cine and one from the School of Nursing. 

Provost Daniels then gave the Academic Re-
port, focusing on the School of Veterinary Medi-
cine which in anticipation of celebrating its 125th 
anniversary next year has launched its $125 mil-
lion campaign; $68 million has been raised.

EVP Craig Carnaroli gave the financial re-
port, noting that the impact of the financial sit-
uation has rippled through the University. On a 
consolidated basis, the University’s total net as-
sets as of August 31 decreased one percent since 
June 30, 2008. The total endowment value as of 
August 31 is $6.15 billion, a $80.3 million (-
1.3%) decrease since June 30, 2008.  Howev-
er, he noted good progress in contributions and 
a modest growth in sponsored programs. In the 
Health System component, the admissions have 
increased 2.8 percent and there is strength in 
such areas as cardiac and cancer care.

Dr. Deborah Marrow’s Academic Policy re-
port noted that there are many collections at 
Penn, such as rare books and museum artifacts 
that could provide more students with research 
opportunities. Abby Seldin, a graduate student 
in anthropology, co-curated the Museum’s ex-
hibition, Fulfilling a Prophecy: The Past and 
Present of the Lenape in Pennsylvania.

The Audit and Compliance Committee pre-
sented a resolution to oversee the development, 
implementation and administration of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Red Flags Rule Pro-
gram—an Identity Theft Prevention Program to 
be overseen by the Associate Vice President for 
Audit, Compliance and Privacy.

The Development Committee reported that 
the Campaign’s first public year went well and 
there have been and will continue to be alumni 
events in the US and abroad to engage alumni.

The External Affairs Committee reported on 
the new Public Safety video, with voice over by 
trustee Andrea Mitchell. Penn faculty have giv-
en more than 180 interviews on election-related 
topics. Penn student groups, Penn Democrats, 
Penn Republicans and Penn Leads the Vote have 
collaborated on voter registration and registered 
more than 4,000 voters.

The Facilities and Campus Planning Com-
mittee chair William Mack reported on the work 
of the Environmental Sustainability Committee 
and that Penn is seeking LEED certification for 
all new buildings. There will be another HUB 
residential/retail building developed east of the 
first HUB on Chestnut Street; this one will an be 
8-story building with 60 apartments, and shel-
tered parking spaces for bicycles.

Neighborhood Initiatives  reported on collab-
orations between the Office of Government Com-
munity Affairs and the members of the commu-
nity, such as the First Thursday meetings; the ef-
fects of City and Commonwealth budget cuts on 
the Penn Museum and the School of Veterinary 
Medicine; the effectiveness of Public Safety’s 
deployment of resources and their ‘PennReady’ 
emergency preparedness campaign. Anne Papa-
george, vice president, Facilities and Real Es-
tate, is tracking the potential opportunity for the 
Neighborhood Preservation Development Fund 
to acquire real estate in the University City area. 
Penn’s Mortgage Program, which expanded its 
boundaries in 2004, has had 895 participants in 
the last ten years. 

Student Life reported on OASIS (Online Ad-
missions Staff Information System), the new on-
line application system for undergraduate admis-
sions which now has 90% of applicants apply-
ing online. The Office of Alcohol & Other Drug 
Program Initiatives has a new program which has 
been successful in reducing binge drinking.

Howard Marks, chair of the Investment 
Board, reported that although this is a tough pe-
riod financially, Penn’s cash is secure.  

Budget and Finance presented eight resolu-
tions: 

to authorize design and construction of the 
Richards Building and John Morgan Building 
renovations for Otorhinolaryngology ($1.085 
million);

 to authorize purchase and delivery of a 
PET/CT Scanner for the Roberts Proton Thera-
py Center at the Perelman Center for Advanced 
Medicine ($1.4 million); 

to authorize the Museum purchase of a col-
lections database management system ($1.578 
million); 

to authorize the design development for a 
new College House on Hill Square for an addi-
tional $2.8 million (total to date $5 million); 

to authorize the purchase and replacement of 
an air handling unit, back-up chiller and emer-
gency generator for ULAR at Stemmler 5 ($5.85 
million); 

to authorize Rodin/Du Bois College House 
interior renovation ($29.8 million); 

to authorize the ground lease and develop-
ment by the lessee of the property at 3939-41 
Chestnut Street for The HUB 3 project; 

and to authorize the refinancing of certain 
UPHS indebtedness.

Mr. Riepe announced these appointments to 
Boards: Richard D. Feintuch was appointed as 
the vice chair of the Overseers of the Annenberg 
Center; William W.M. Cheung was appointed 
chair of the Overseers of the School of Dental 
Medicine; Alex Haidas and Jeffrey M. Rosen-
bluth were appointed overseers of SEAS; Ste-
phen A. Cozen, Robert C. Sheehan and Rob-
ert I. Toll were re-appointed overseers of the 
Law School; Peter G. Gould and Luis Fernan-
dez were appointed overseers of the Museum; 
Stephen Golding was appointed to the board of 
Penn Praxis; Shiv V. Khemka was appointed an 
overseer of Wharton.

Trustees’ October Meeting Coverage
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2009 MLK Commemorative Symposium on Social Change
Call for Programs: November 24 

Dear Penn and Philadelphia Community: 
Penn’s MLK Program Planning Committee would like to request your 

participation in planning or sponsoring an event or activity to commemo-
rate Dr. King’s life during our annual symposium. The programs can be an 
opportunity for reflection and action on contemporary issues that speak to 
social change and justice and incorporate King’s vision to end racism and 
poverty, strengthen and embrace diversity and support free expression. The 
programming committee would be happy to assist you over the next few 
weeks in submitting a successful event consistent with the legacy of Dr. 
King. Submission Deadline: November 24, 2008 

To learn more about Penn’s MLK Symposium, visit the website www.
upenn.edu/aarc/mlk/calendar.htm. View the 2008 calendar for program 
ideas, as well as learn about our Annual Day of Service and Community In-
volvement Awards and past awardees.  

Here’s how you can get involved:
• Submit a brief description of your program: including the date, time, 

location, and intended audience no later than November 24, 2008. Program 
submissions can be submitted online at www.upenn.edu/aarc/mlk/dos.htm 

• Don’t have time to plan a program? Sponsor one by collaborating with 
other organizations on campus and with the Philadelphia community. We 
can help connect you.  

• Contribute to the success of the symposium by donating needed mon-
ey and resources, which will greatly enhance the success of the symposium. 
Your donations will go toward honorariums for speakers, the Day of Service 
Projects and other logistical needs for the two weeks of programming.

Questions? Contact us at: mlk-programming-committee@google-
groups.com.

—Ninah Harris, MLK Program Committee

The Division of Public Safety is committed to enhancing the quality of life for the campus commu-
nity by integrating the best practices of public and private policing with state-of-the-art technology. A 
critical component of a comprehensive security plan using state-of-the-art technology is CCTV.

As prescribed by the University Policy “Closed Circuit Television Monitoring and Recording of 
Public Areas for Safety and Security Purposes,” (Almanac April 13, 1999), the locations of all out-
side CCTV cameras monitored by Public Safety are to be published semi-annually in the Almanac. 
The locations and descriptions of these cameras can also be found at the Division of Public Safety 
website, www.publicsafety.upenn.edu.

The following existing cameras meet those criteria:

CCTV for Public Spaces

1.	4040	Chestnut	Street	(Front)
2.	4040	Sansom	Street	(Rear)
3.	41st	&	Chestnut	Sts.
4.	40th	&	Locust	Walk
5.	40th	&	Spruce	Sts.
6.	41st	&	Spruce	Sts.
7.	39th	&	Spruce	Sts.
8.	39th	&	Walnut	Sts.
9.	38th	&	Walnut	Sts.
10.	38th	&	Spruce	Sts.
11.	FELS	Center	For	Government
12.	36th	&	Walnut	Sts.
13.	37th	&	Spruce	Sts.
14.	36th	&	Spruce	Sts.
15.	33rd	&	Smith	Walk
16.	34th	&	Walnut	Sts.
17.	100	Block	of	S.	37th	Street
18.	Steve	Murray	Way	&	Sansom	Sts.
19.	37th	&	Walnut	Sts.
20.	Towne	Loading	Dock
21.	Steve	Murray	Way	&	Chestnut	Sts.
22.	40th	&	Walnut	Sts.
23.	33rd	&	Chestnut	Sts.
24.	36th	&	Sansom	Sts.	(Franklin	Bldg.)
25.	Bennett	Hall	(Overseeing	Levine	Bldg.)
26.	1920	Commons	(Garage	14	Rooftop)
27.	33rd	&	Walnut	Sts.
28.	42nd	&	Locust	Sts.
29.	36th	&	Locust	Walk

30.	38th	&	Hamilton	Walk
31.	31st	&	Chestnut	Sts.	(Left	Bank)
32.	31st	&	Walnut	Sts.	(Left	Bank)
33.	43rd	&	Locust	Sts.
34.	Schattner	Coffee	Shop	Area
35.	Bridge	Cinema
36.	4119	Walnut	St.
37.	Franklin	Field
38.	40th	&	Market	Sts.
39.	Levy	Dental	Loading	Dock
40.	Left	Bank	Loading	Dock
41.	34th	&	Chestnut	Sts.	(Garage	#37)
42.	39th	&	Locust	Walk
43.	38th	&	Locust	Walk
44.	37th	&	Locust	Walk
45.	38th	&	Sansom	Sts.
46.	Penn	Tower	Hotel	(Rooftop)
47.	Huntsman	Hall	N/E	Corner
48.	34th	&	Spruce	Sts.
49.	WXPN/World	Cafe	31st	&	Walnut	Sts.
50.	WXPN/World	Cafe	S/W	Side	(Lower	Level)
51.	Transitional	Research	Labs,	31st	Street
52.	Transitional	Res.	Labs	31st	St.	(Upper	Level)
53.	Transitional	Res.	Labs,	30th	St.	(Lower	Level	
South)
54.	Transitional	Res.	Labs,	30th	St.(Lower	Level	
North)
55.	Levy	Tennis	Pavilion
56.	Mod	7	West
57.	Mod	7	North

58.	Mod	7	Southeast
59.	Hollenback	(Lower	Level	Rear	Parking)
60.	Hollenback	(Rooftop)
61.	40th	&	Pine	Sts.
62.	41st	&	Pine	Sts
63.	42nd	&	Pine	Sts.
64.	38th	&	Chestnut	Sts.
65.	38th	&	Market	Sts.
66.	34th	&	Market	Sts.
67.	36th	&	Market	Sts.
68.	39th	St.	&	Baltimore	Ave.,	Hill	Pavilion
69.	Stellar	Chance	Roof	(Rear)
70.	Stellar	Chance	Roof	(Front)
71.	Stellar	Chance	Loading	Dock
72.	Blockley	Hall	Roof
73.	BRB	II	Loading	Dock	(Exterior)
74.	Osler	Circle	Courtyard
75.	BRB	II	Roof	(Rear)
76.	BRB	II	Roof	(Front)
77.	CRB	Roof
78.	CRB	Bridge	(Main	Entrance	Hall)
79.	CRB	Stemmler	Hall	(Main	Entrance)
80.	Penn	Museum,	Loading	Dock	Exterior
81.	Penn	Museum,	33rd	Street	Exterior
82.	Penn	Museum,	Kress	Entrance	Exterior
83.	Penn	Museum,	Interior	Kress	Entrance
84.	Penn	Museum,	Upper	Loading	Dock	Exterior
85.	Penn	Museum,	Warden	Garden
86.	Penn	Museum,	Stoner	Courtyard

PGFI Visiting Scholars Program: 
Call for Nominations 

The Penn Genome Frontiers Institute (PGFI) seeks nomina-
tions for its 2009-2010 Visiting Scholars Program. Any Penn fac-
ulty member is encouraged to nominate a scholar for residency at 
PGFI.  Proposals for scholars in any area of the genome scienc-
es are welcomed.  Proposals showing the potential to appeal to a 
broad sector of the PGFI research community will be prioritized.

To encourage the integration into the PGFI community that is 
vital for the success of the residency experience, scholars will be 
asked to lead an educational/outreach seminar or workshop series 
on a topic of their choice. Scholars will also have the opportunity 
to give a research seminar in the PGFI seminar series and to par-
ticipate in other ongoing academic and social events.   

Residency durations are for up to three months. PGFI will provide 
an office, standard computer equipment and staff support.  Scholars 
will also receive a $10,000 honorarium for their visit.  Housing is not 
provided, but PGFI will provide guidance in finding options.

To submit a nomination, please send the following materials to 
Vscholar@genomics.upenn.edu.  

Proposal materials:
1) Letter of nomination from a Penn faculty member
2) Letter from the nominee, stating the rationale for the visit  

 and the proposed duration
3) Proposal of research that would be done at PGFI and of  

 the educational/outreach seminar or workshop series that  
 the nominee would be willing to lead

4) Nominee’s CV
Proposals are reviewed on a continuous basis.
Questions about the Visiting Scholars Program can be directed 

to Kristin Field at kfield@sas.upenn.edu.
Nominations of and proposals from women and other members 

of under-represented groups are strongly encouraged by PGFI.
—Penn Genome Frontiers Institute
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Important Notice from University of Pennsylvania 
Regarding Your Prescription Drug Coverage and Medicare

Please read this notice carefully and keep it where you can find it. This notice 
has information about your current prescription drug coverage with University of 
Pennsylvania and about your options under Medicare’s prescription drug coverage. 
This information can help you decide whether or not you want to join a Medicare 
drug plan. If you are considering joining, you should compare your current cover-
age, including which drugs are covered at what cost, with the coverage and costs of 
the plans offering Medicare prescription drug coverage in your area. Information 
about where you can get help to make decisions about your prescription drug cov-
erage is at the end of this notice.

There are two important things you need to know about your current coverage 
and Medicare’s prescription drug coverage: 

1. Medicare prescription drug coverage became available in 2006 to everyone with 
Medicare. You can get this coverage if you join a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan or 
join a Medicare Advantage Plan HMO or PPO that offers prescription drug coverage. All 
Medicare drug plans provide at least a standard level of coverage set by Medicare. Some 
plans may also offer more coverage for a higher monthly premium.  

2. The University of Pennsylvania has determined that the prescription drug cover-
age offered by the University of Pennsylvania is, on average for all plan participants, 
expected to pay out as much as standard Medicare prescription drug coverage pays and 
is therefore considered Creditable Coverage. Because your existing coverage is Credit-
able Coverage, you can keep this coverage and not pay a higher premium (a penalty) if 
you later decide to join a Medicare drug plan.
When Can You Join a Medicare Drug Plan?

You can join a Medicare drug plan when you first become eligible for Medicare 
and each year from November 15th through December 31st.  

However, if you lose your current creditable prescription drug coverage, through 
no fault of your own, you will also be eligible for a two (2) month Special Enroll-
ment Period (SEP) to join a Medicare drug plan.  

You should compare your current coverage, including which drugs are covered 
at what cost, with the coverage and costs of the plans offering Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage in your area. 
What Happens to Your Current Coverage if You Decide to Join a Medicare Drug Plan?

If you decide to join a Medicare drug plan and waive Penn’s prescription drug 
coverage, be aware that you and your dependents will not be able to enroll in the 
company-sponsored prescription plan in the future unless Medicare’s change in 
policy adversely affects your coverage. 
When Will You Pay a Higher Premium (Penalty) to Join a Medicare Drug Plan?

You should also know that if you drop or lose your current coverage with the 
University of Pennsylvania and don’t join a Medicare drug plan within 63 continu-
ous days after your current coverage ends, you may pay a higher premium (a pen-
alty) to join a Medicare drug plan later. 

If you go 63 continuous days or longer without creditable prescription drug cov-
erage, your monthly premium may go up by at least 1% of the Medicare base ben-
eficiary premium per month for every month that you did not have that coverage. 
For example, if you go 19 months without creditable coverage, your premium may 
consistently be at least 19% higher than the Medicare base beneficiary premium. 
You may have to pay this higher premium (a penalty) as long as you have Medi-
care prescription drug coverage. In addition, you may have to wait until the follow-
ing November to join. 
For More Info About This Notice or Your Current Prescription Drug Coverage

Contact Retiree Assist at 1-866-789-7366 for further information. NOTE: You 
will receive this notice each year. You will receive it before the next period you can 
join a Medicare drug plan, and if this coverage through the University of Pennsyl-
vania changes. You also may request a copy of this notice at any time. 
For More Info About Your Options Under Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage

More detailed information about Medicare plans that offer prescription drug 
coverage is in the “Medicare & You” handbook. You’ll get a copy of the handbook 
in the mail every year from Medicare. You may also be contacted directly by Medi-
care drug plans. 

For more information about Medicare prescription drug coverage:
• Visit www.medicare.gov. 
• Call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (see the inside back cover 

of your copy of the “Medicare & You” handbook for their telephone number) for per-
sonalized help.

• Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.
If you have limited income and resources, extra help paying for Medicare prescription 

drug coverage is available. For information about this extra help, visit Social Security on 
the web at www.socialsecurity.gov, or call 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).
Remember: Keep this Creditable Coverage notice. 

If you decide to join one of the Medicare drug plans, you may be required to provide a 
copy of this notice when you join to show whether or not you have maintained creditable cov-
erage and, therefore, whether or not you are required to pay a higher premium (a penalty). 

Snow Day Child Care Preregistration
It’s been a beautiful fall, but you knew it couldn’t last for-

ever. That chill in the air means that winter is on its way, and 
winter means the possibility of lousy weather. If you have 
young children, now’s a good time to think about register-
ing for Penn’s Snow Day Child Care program. This service, 
available to Penn faculty and staff members with children 
from 12 weeks to 12 years of age, provides child care when-
ever the Philadelphia County Public Schools are closed due 
to inclement weather but Penn is open for business. Children 
who attend school in other districts are also welcome on days 
that Philadelphia public schools are closed.

Snow Day Child Care will be available weekdays between 
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. from December 1, 2008 through April 3, 
2009. Child care is provided by the Penn Children’s Center at 
the Left Bank Commons, Suite 100, 3160 Chestnut Street.

Children must be pre-registered in order to participate. 
To pre-register, simply complete the online application 
found at www.business-services.upenn.edu/childcare/art.
html and return it to the Penn Children’s Center. If you need 
assistance with enrollment or specific information about the 
services that are provided, contact the Penn Children’s Cen-
ter at (215) 898-5268 or jcao2@exchange.upenn.edu.

Please note that all registrations must be completed be-
fore you can use Snow Day Child Care and a new registra-
tion is required each year. Registration forms cannot be ac-
cepted on the day that care is requested.

For more information about the program, visit www.
hr.upenn.edu/quality/worklife/snowday.aspx or contact Hu-
man Resources at (215) 573-2471 or kenne@upenn.edu. 

Maintain, Don’t Gain 
Holiday Weight Maintenance Program
Thanksgiving is fast approaching, signaling the start of 

the festive winter holiday season—a time to celebrate and 
enjoy the company of family and friends! Unfortunately, 
it’s also one of the hardest times of year to maintain your 
waistline, as many of the holiday celebrations revolve 
around food and drink. Human Resources wants to help 
you during this challenging time by offering the Maintain, 
Don’t Gain holiday weight maintenance program.

Maintain, Don’t Gain helps you track your weight 
with pre- and post-holiday weigh-ins at convenient loca-
tions across Penn’s campus. Inspiring messages through-
out the holiday season will motivate you and keep you fo-
cused. The program even offers gifts to those who partici-
pate and succeed. And most participants do succeed—last 
year, nearly 90% of the participants either maintained or 
lost weight, with 35% maintaining their starting weight 
within 0-2 pounds, and 54% losing weight! 
New this year–Team Competition

Create a team with your office mates or friends on cam-
pus. Give yourselves a name. We will track how all team 
members are doing and average your results in January. 
Teams with all members who maintain and or lose weight 
by the final weigh-in will be highlighted on the Maintain, 
Don’t Gain Honor Roll on the Human Resources website 
and receive a special token gift.

All participants who maintain or lose weight will be 
entered into a raffle for several exciting prizes from the 
Computer Connection.  

Participating is easy. Once you’ve registered, just 
come to the pre- and post-holiday weigh-ins and keep your 
weight within 2 or 3 pounds of where you were before the 
holidays. Weights will be recorded and maintained by Hu-
man Resources staff members, and all private information 
will be kept absolutely confidential. You will be given a 
record of your initial and final weights.

To take part in the Maintain, Don’t Gain program, reg-
ister online at www.hr.upenn.edu/quality/wellness/main-
taindontgain.aspx. Pre-Holiday weigh-ins will take place 
November 20-24. Registration reduces wait times and 
gives us the information we need to provide you with in-
spiring motivational messages about how to tackle the 
greatest challenges during the holidays.

Questions? Contact Human Resources at (215) 898-
5116 or suzsmith@hr.upenn.edu.

From Human Resources
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead 
link on the Information Security website: 
www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit 
Almanac’s website, www.upenn.edu/
almanac for instructions on how to 

subscribe to the Almanac RSS Feed. 

RESEARCH
CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

•

Almanac	is	not	responsible	for	contents	
of classified ad material. 

For	information	call	(215)	898-5274	or	visit	
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

The	UPHS/Division	of	Endocrinology	seeks	wom-
en at least 60 years of age	who	have	been	told	
they	need	treatment	for	osteoporosis or	who	have	
had	a	bone	 fracture	 from	osteoporosis	 for	a	 re-
search	study.	Women	who	are	interested	will	be	
evaluated	by	bone	densitometry	and	MRI.	Wom-
en	who	qualify	will	receive	treatment	with	an	os-
teoporosis	medication	for	two	years	and	compen-
sation	for	travel.	Please	call	Terry	Scattergood	RN,	
MSN	at	(215)	898-5664	for	more	information.

—Rob Eich, Penn’s Way Campaign

To qualify for the week five raffle, you must 
participate by 5 p.m. on Friday, November 7—
either online at www.upenn.edu/pennsway or 
contact your Penn’s Way Coordinator for a pa-
per form.

Raffle winners for week five will be random-
ly selected Monday, November 10 and will be 
announced in Almanac. 

Week Five Prizes: November 3-7
Business Services—University of Pennsyl-

vania photograph book
Business Services—Penn Ice Rink at the 

Class of 1923 Arena coupon booklet containing 
10 admission tickets

Auntie Anne’s—Pretzel Party Pack
Strikes Bowling Lounge—Bowling party for 

8 bowlers
Bikram’s Yoga College of India—$120 gift 

certificate to 10 free sessions of yoga
Franklin Institute Science Museum—4 com-

plimentary SCI-passes
Business Services—Voucher for a free sand-

wich at Subway in the 1920 Commons
UPHS HR—Penn umbrella
UPHS HR—Penn umbrella
UPHS HR—Trinket box
UPHS HR—Samsung Black Jack II cell phone
Morris Arboretum—Free family membership
Picnic—$40 gift certificate

Week Three Winners

Beyond Passwords: 
Strong Authentication

As more and more sensitive and confi-
dential information makes its way into on-
line systems and databases, “strong authen-
tication” is a term we’re all going to be hear-
ing more about in the coming months and 
years. The need for computer users to select 
and protect “strong” passwords has been a 
recurring topic of our One Step Ahead se-
ries, and it remains a fact that the over-
whelming majority of systems in the world 
still rely on passwords as a single method to 
authenticate users despite the well-known 
problems and vulnerabilities.

Discussions about authentication usual-
ly center around three commonly identified 
“factors” that can be used to verify identity:

1) Something you know. The most ob-
vious example of this, of course, is a pass-
word/passphrase that, in theory, is known 
only by the user.

2) Something you have. For computers, 
this usually is some sort of electronic “to-
ken” or “Smart Card” that displays a short-
term code (which changes every minute or 
so) that is synchronized with the system. 
While it may seem like a password, the pur-
pose is to verify that the user is in physical 
possession of the token.

3) Something you are. This refers to 
“biometric” verification of identity using 
devices that scan physical attributes like 
fingerprints or irises. While technology-
based measures like these are not yet gen-
erally ready for mass-market (the “Myth-
busters” TV show has recently demonstrat-
ed that consumer-level fingerprint scanners 
can be deceived), the time is coming when 
it will be commonplace to log on in part by 
touching or looking into something.

A system that uses two or more of these 
factors is said to be “strongly authenticat-
ed”. Like our peer institutions, Penn is in-
vestigating ways to employ strong authenti-
cation, especially on critical systems. If you 
regularly work with data that is sensitive or 
confidential, chances are that “strong au-
thentication” will become part of your life 
in the not-too-distant future.

Morris Arboretum Wellness Walks on Saturday Mornings 
Back by popular demand, the Morris Arboretum will offer Wellness Walks again this winter! Arbo-

retum Wellness Walks encourage visitors to step outside and get some exercise by walking the Arbo-
retum’s paved paths, such as the one above, in a beautiful, safe environment. Wellness Walks will be 
offered every Saturday morning at 10:30 now through March 28. What better way to gain energy for 
the day! Walkers meet at the Visitors Center wearing comfortable clothing and shoes, ready to walk 
two mile-long loops on the paved paths. Guides point out some of the Arboretum’s specimen trees and 
other distinctive features along the way, but there is no stopping to smell the roses. The walk lasts for 
about 45 minutes to an hour, and walkers are welcome to continue on their own afterward.

Regan Miles-Sapnas, CPUP—University of 
Pennsylvania photograph book, Business Ser-
vices

Kenneth Brown, HUP—Penn Ice Rink at the 
Class of 1923 Arena coupon booklet containing 
10 admission tickets

Aimee Kirsch, HUP—Pretzel Party Pack, 
Auntie Anne’s

Cheryl Wall, Pennsylvania Hospital—$50 
gift certificate, Abbraccio Restaurant

Brian Sherman, Vet School—$50 gift for 
Penne at The Inn at Penn, Business Services

Jose Alvarez, HUP—free night stay, Hilton 
Inn at Penn

Evelyn Desmond, HUP—8 GB iPod Touch, 
Business Services 

Bridget Murphy-Harner, HUP—3 guest pass-
es to Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site

Eric Horchuck, Presbyterian Medical Cen-
ter—Voucher for a free sandwich at Subway in 
the 1920 Commons, Business Services

Kathryn Quinn, Pennsylvania Hospital—4 
passes, National Constitution Center

Doreen Roman, Pennsylvania Hospital—
Penn umbrella, UPHS HR 

Pamela Allen, Pennsylvania Hospital—Penn 
umbrella, UPHS HR 

Edward Franklin, HUP—Trinket box, UPHS 
HR 

Gary Holloway, Pennsylvania Hospital—LG 
CU515 cell phone, UPHS HR 
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A Through Time, Across Continents, World Tour with 2008-2009 
Great Sites of the Ancient World Lecture 

and Gallery Tour Series
Since 1887, the University of Pennsylvania Museum 

has been one of the leading archaeology and anthropology 
museums in the world, sponsoring more than 400 expedi-
tions around the globe. A new monthly Wednesday eve-
ning series invites the public to dig in and explore eight fa-

mous archaeological sites, from Iraq to Guatemala, all ex-
cavated by Penn Museum scholars over the last century.
Great Sites of the Ancient World features talks by Penn Muse-

um curators or affiliated researchers, followed by a related gallery tour in the Museum. All programs 
begin with a lecture at 6 p.m., followed by a tour or special display in the galleries. Admission is $5 per 
program; free for Museum members and PennCard holders. Subscriptions to the full series are $30. For 
subscription or advance reservations, call the Museum Special Events office at (215) 898-4890, or reg-
ister online at www.museum.upenn.edu/greatsites.

November 5: Ur of the Chaldees: Abraham’s Birthplace in the late 3rd and early 2nd Millennia BC; 
Richard Zettler, associate curator-in-charge, Near East Section. Located in the southwestern Mesopota-
mian, near Nasiriayh in what is today Iraq, ancient Ur, Biblical Ur of the Chaldees, was one of the larg-
est and most important of Mesopotamia’s city-states. Come explore the remains of the city and the streets 
that Abraham himself is claimed to have walked.

December 3: New Surprises from Ban Chiang, Thailand; Joyce C. White, senior research scientist 
and director, Ban Chiang Project. From its discovery by a Harvard student falling on some sherds along a 
back village alleyway in the 1960s, to its recent central role in the biggest US case to date on internation-
al antiquities smuggling, Ban Chiang has repeatedly made headlines. Dr. White discusses the newest “in 
press” and surprising findings concerning one of the big Ban Chiang debates—the source for the earliest 
bronze metallurgy in Southeast Asia.

January 7: The Trojan War—Myth or Fact: Recent Excavations at Troy; C. Brian Rose, deputy di-
rector. Renewed excavations at Troy during the past 20 years have focused on a synthetic overview of the 
nine settlements, from the beginning of the Bronze Age (ca. 3,000 BC) through the end of the Byzantine 
period (ca. 1400 AD). An assemblage of gold jewelry in the Museum’s collection, dating to the same pe-
riod as Schliemann’s Treasure, will be on view after the lecture.

February 4: Built of Memory and Hope: The Sacred City of Abydos, Egypt; Josef Wegner, associate 
curator, Egyptian Section. Abydos was a city that grew from the myths and memories of the earliest 
origins of Egyptian civilization. Dr. Wegner discusses the archaeology of Abydos and current re-
search which is contributing to our understanding of this most sacred of ancient Egyptian cities.

March 4: Gordion: 40 Centuries Lost & Found; Gareth Darbyshire, Gordion fellow. Gordion had 
once been one of the great Iron Age capitals of the Near East. Lost to memory for many centuries, 
it has been rediscovered through a massive program of over 30 seasons of excavation and decades 
of analysis. This lecture evaluates the key achievements and lacunae in our understanding of the de-
velopment and decline of Gordion over 4,000 years.

April 1: Exploring the Maya Kingdom of Copán; Loa Traxler, research scientist, American Section. 
The kings of Copán controlled the southeastern region of the Classic Maya world for four centuries 
(ca. 426–822 CE). Excavations exploring the capital city have uncovered the remains of its royal 
precincts, the lives of its inhabitants, and the history of its Classic dynasty. New discoveries contin-
ue to build the story of Copán’s past and to shape Honduras’ future.

May 6: Erasing a City: The Day Life Stopped at Hasanlu Tepe, Iran in 800 BC; Michael Danti, re-
search associate.

June 3: Tikal: Changing Views of Ancient Maya Urbanism; Jeremy A. Sabloff, curator, American 
Section.

See www.museum.upenn.edu/new/news/fullrelease.php?which=354 for more details.
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus	report	for	October 20-26, 2008.	Also	reported	were	14	crimes	against	property	(including	13	thefts	
and	1	case	of	fraud).		Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v55/n11/creport.html.	
Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Ed.

This	summary	is	prepared	by	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	includes	all	criminal	incidents	reported	and	
made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	October 20-26, 2008.	The	University	
Police	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	River	to	43rd	Street	in	
conjunction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	
public	safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	
concerns	or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.

18th District Report
10	incidents	with	3	arrests	(including	2	aggravated	assaults	and	8	robberies)	were	reported	between	Octo-

ber 20-26, 2008	by	the	18th	District	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	St.	&	Market	St.	to	Woodland	Ave.

Deadline: Submissions for the Update are due ev-
ery Monday for the following Tuesday’s issue. The 
deadline for the December AT PENN calendar is 
Tuesday, November ��. For information see www.
upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html.
Events are subject to change. More information 
can be found on the sponsoring department’s web-
site.  Sponsors are listed in parentheses. For build-
ing locations, call (215) 898-5000 between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. or see www.facilities.upenn.edu.

Update
November AT PENN

10/20/08	 7:50	AM	 4725	Pine	St	 Robbery
10/20/08	 10:43	PM	 3025	Walnut	St	 Robbery/Arrest
10/22/08	 4:30	PM	 4800	Osage	Ave	 Robbery/Arrest
10/22/08	 5:40	PM	 4821	Walton	Ave	 Robbery/Arrest
10/22/08	 9:53	PM	 5100	Addison	St	 Robbery
10/24/08	 1:50	PM	 4700	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault
10/24/08	 5:34	PM	 1239	Market	St	 Aggravated	Assault
10/25/08	 8:45	PM	 500	48th	St	 Robbery
10/26/08	 2:26	AM	 1415	Grays	Ferry	Ave	 Robbery
10/26/08	 4:15	AM	 711	52nd	St	 Robbery

10/20/08	 10:46	PM	 3025	Walnut	St	 Offender	robbed	complainants/Arrest
10/21/08	 1:44	AM	 3333	Walnut	St	 Complainant	harassed	by	phone
10/23/08	 1:27	AM	 3604	Chestnut	St	 Offender	cited	for	obstructing	highway
10/23/08	 10:20	AM	 3900	Market	St	 Offender	selling	counterfeit	DVDs/Arrest
10/24/08	 2:20	AM	 3900	Walnut	St	 Complainant	assaulted	by	unknown	offenders

TALKS
5 What Just Happened? Making Sense of the 
2008 Presidential Election in Real Time; noon; 
Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall; faculty members 
from the department of political science will 
discuss the results—and significance—of the 
2008 Presidential Election (Political Science; the 
Penn Program on Democracy, Citizenship, and 
Constitutionalism; SAS).
6 What’s Wrong with Korean History? An 
Examination of Peace and War; Mark Peterson, 
BYU; 4:30 p.m.; rm. 231, Fisher-Bennett Hall 
(Center for East Asian Studies). 
12 Two Court Scenes with Poems From the 
Reign of Tang Xuanzong; Paul Kroll, Institute for 
Advanced Study; 4 p.m.; rm. 402, Claudia Cohen 
Hall (Center for East Asian Studies).   
 Note: See www.upenn.edu/almanac/vol-
umes/v55/n�0/novcal08.html for many more No-
vember events.  

LOCATION CHANGE
 Film director Mira Nair will speak on Novem-
ber 6 at 6 p.m. in the Ibrahim Theater, International 
House, a location different than what was published 
in the November AT PENN calendar. Ms. Nair has 
directed such films as The Namesake, Vanity Fair 
and Monsoon Wedding. This event is made possi-
ble by the Elliot and Roslyn Jaffe Fund in Cinema 
Studies and the Judith R. Berkowitz Lectureship in 
Women’s Studies with support from the South Asia 
Studies Center, the South Asia Studies department, 
and the Asian American Studies Program at Penn
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TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

“I didn’t think this was going to be a math course.” 
“The exam questions have nothing to do with the material covered 

in class.”
These (paraphrased) comments will be familiar—particularly the first 

one—to anyone who has read student evaluations from a course that ful-
fills the physical-science and natural-science sector requirement for a 
large number of non-science majors. I will explain here how I delude my-
self into interpreting these obvious signs of student disgruntlement as in-
dications that my goals for the course have been successfully met.

Professor Ken Lande and I have developed Physics 016, “Energy, Oil, 
& Global Warming” as an introductory course for non-majors. Teaching 
such courses is a challenge many of us face. For us, in Physics 016 we 
have a topic that Penn students are very interested in and it is an excellent 
opportunity to convey physical principles and scientific reasoning to non-
specialists. We cover the scientific principles and basic economics behind 
the production and use of energy, without assuming any scientific back-
ground. My overarching goal is that students leave the course prepared to 
wade through the flood of (mis)information and emotional appeals on en-
ergy issues, and make valid judgments on the merits of the arguments they 
read and choices they face. There are three key facets to this:

1) Acquire the qualitative knowledge relevant to this field: what forms 
of energy do we use or have at our disposal, what are the physical limits on 
these, and what are the monetary and societal costs of our choices? They 
should know, for example, that hybrid cars do not get cost-free energy be-
cause they have electric motors in them: they get their energy from gaso-
line, just like any other car, but use it more efficiently. They should know 
the difference between the global warming problem and the ozone layer. 
They should know what health hazards are associated with nuclear, coal, 
or oil as energy sources. The students are happiest with this goal, since it 
involves learning and appropriately recalling qualitative arguments. They 
even appreciate having their preconceptions overturned.

2) Understand that mathematics is the language of science, and that 
quantitative analysis is needed to answer most of the questions that we 
face.  Even the simple “paper or plastic” question needs a careful analysis 
of the life-cycle energy use and carbon balance of each option, not a fac-
ile moral judgment that plastic=evil, paper=natural. Costs and risks are al-
ways measured by degree, not by a priori merits. Our citizens and leaders 
must be able to make simple quantitative judgments and appreciate com-
plex ones.  Yet many students consider it “unfair” that they cannot get all 
A’s at one of the world’s leading universities without a basic facility with 
numerical argumentation. I often hear “I’m not a math person.” Would 
anyone at Penn admit “I’m not a reading or writing person”? 

3) Realize that science is not a list of facts, it is a method of inquiry.  
When faced with a question, the scientific approach is to test potential an-
swers via experimentation and calculation. The essential skill is to devise 
a means to use our numerical and experimental methodologies to answer 
new questions as they arise. A test of this skill must necessarily involve 
posing a question whose answer is not among the materials in the lec-
ture or textbook, but whose answer can be built from them. Developing 
critical-thinking skills is of course a goal throughout the curriculum, but 
many students are particularly wedded to memorization and recipes when 
it comes to scientific and quantitative techniques.  

Given the goal that all Penn students should develop basic skills in 
quantitative argumentation and in scientific problem-solving techniques, 
what can we do in the science Sector Requirements to help our students 
gain these abilities, not just learn selected facts about energy, astronomy, 

Teaching Your Field to Non-Specialists:  Why Hard Stuff Matters
Gary Bernstein

geology, etc.?  At Penn we are fortunate that our starting point is good: al-
most all students, even non-scientists, have taken AP calculus successful-
ly.  They are nearly all competent with arithmetic and algebraic manipu-
lation, and probably would not cringe if I mentioned a derivative (which I 
don’t). Many, however, only know their mathematics as rote procedures, 
and have little idea how to put their knowledge to work in diverse situa-
tions. This does not seem to be a skill that is rewarded heavily by their sec-
ondary educations or by the admissions process.  

I want to make the students more fluent in quantitative argument and 
problem solving. The lecture format is well-suited to delivering content, 
much less well-suited to imparting problem-solving skills to students.  Un-
fortunately the CU-based economy at Penn and the sheer number of students 
fulfilling sector requirements will drive the non-scientists’ science classes to 
large enrollments. The only way that I know to teach problem-solving skills 
is to demonstrate a few cases, and then have the students practice as much as 
possible. My strategies for doing this in a large course include:

• In most lecture sessions, I give a challenge question for students to 
attack in small groups for 5 minutes. Afterwards we compare the answers 
given by the groups, and I collect the written responses to give credit for 
participation. These in-class questions take away time that could be spent 
on subject matter. But they break up the lectures, introduce peer pressure 
as an incentive, and have the side effect of making students feel more ob-
ligated to attend lecture, even if the credit for answering is insignificant.

• Nearly every homework question in Physics 016 is a problem-solv-
ing exercise, most of them quantitative. Lecture time needs to be devot-
ed to solving some examples, since we have no recitation sections. Office 
hours are very popular the day before homework is due.

• On exams, fewer than half of questions are simple recall. Most in-
volve induction or problem-solving, many quantitative. Not a popular ap-
proach.

Penn faculty are not, in general, selected nor trained for expertise on 
successful strategies for encouraging problem-solving skills. This is not a 
trivial task, so faculty should draw from prior experience and experimen-
tation (e.g. at the Center for Teaching and Learning) rather than attempt-
ing to derive all techniques on their own. 

Maybe some Physics 016 alumni are paying attention to the current de-
bate over opening up oil leasing in offshore US areas. If I have succeeded, 
their opinions are not based on their gut reactions to oil companies or en-
vironmentalists. Instead, their first (or at least second) thoughts are to ask 
the basic quantitative questions that define the decision, such as: is the oil 
located offshore a significant fraction of global oil reserves? What frac-
tion of demand would it meet when delivered? How much money would 
be made by selling that offshore oil at $150 per barrel?

As my fellow astronomy professor, Robert O’Connell (U. Virginia) 
points out: in our distribution-fulfilling science courses, many or most 
students are in the class specifically because they dislike or resent tak-
ing a science course, many postponing it until the last possible semes-
ter. Their grades will of course be lower in the courses that require skills 
they are reluctant or unable to develop. Some students’ comments clearly 
reflect their displeasure, even after my efforts, and I would be foolish to 
expect complete success. But a charitable interpretation is that they have 
been exposed, at some personal pain, to the way that science really works. 
The majority of students don’t express these complaints, and I hope that in 
Physics 016 they have not only learned about energy sources and climate, 
but also have gained some ability and confidence to ask the right ques-
tions, and to create or, at least, to recognize valid quantitative answers.

Dr. Gary Bernstein is the Reese W. Flower Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics in SAS.


