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Maren Gaughan 
has been named as-
sociate dean of de-
velopment and alum-
ni relations for the 
School of Dental 
Medicine. Her ap-
pointment was effec-
tive August 30, 2010.

In this posi-
tion, Ms. Gaughan 
will serve as the 
School’s chief de-
velopment officer 
with senior manage-
rial responsibilities 
for all fundraising 
and alumni activities. She will also have over-
sight of the School’s Office of Communications. 

Ms. Gaughan comes to Penn Dental Medi-
cine from the Coriell Institute for Medical Re-
search in Camden, N.J., where she served as 
Executive director of development. Prior to that 
post, she was the executive director of develop-
ment for the Kimmel Cancer Center at Thomas 
Jefferson University. She also spent 13 years in 
several leadership positions at the City of Hope 
National Medical Center and Beckman Re-
search Institute, including having served as as-

Dr. Dana Graves 
has joined Penn’s 
School of Dental 
Medicine as profes-
sor of periodontics 
and associate dean 
for translational re-
search. His appoint-
ment to the standing 
faculty was effective 
July 1, 2010.

Dr. Graves came 
to Penn Dental Med-
icine from the Uni-
versity of Medicine 
and Dentistry of 
New Jersey (UMD-
NJ), where since 2008, he served as professor 
and chair of the department of periodontics. Pri-
or to UMDNJ, he was on the faculty of Boston 
University School of Dental Medicine, serving 
within the department of periodontology and 
oral pathology as an assistant professor (1987-
1990), associate professor (1990-1993), and 
professor (1993-2008). Dr. Graves was also an 
attending periodontist with the Boston Universi-
ty Dental Health Center, Boston, Mass., (2003-
2008) and the South Shore Dental Group, Brain-
tree, Mass. (1988-2003). 

Associate Deans in the School of Dental Medicine

(continued on page 2)

J. Larry Jameson has been named the next 
executive vice president of the University of 
Pennsylvania for the Health System and dean 
of Penn’s School of Medicine, effective July 1, 
2011. 

The announcement was made earlier this 
month by Penn President Amy Gutmann.

Dr. Jameson will join Penn from Northwest-
ern University, where he has served since 2007 
as vice president for medical affairs and the 
Lewis Landsberg Dean of the Feinberg School 
of Medicine.  

“Larry Jameson is an eminent researcher, ed-
ucator and clinician with a sterling track record 
of inspired leadership, a deep appreciation for 
Penn Medicine’s exceptional faculty, students 
and clinical programs, an unwavering ethical 
compass, and a desire to broadly engage with 
the entire Penn community,” Dr. Gutmann said.  
“He is deeply committed to integrating research, 
education, and clinical practice through inter-
disciplinary collaborations and partnerships.”

Dr. Jameson will be responsible for the over-
sight and strategic management of all of Penn 
Medicine’s academic programs, research ac-
tivities and clinical services.  Ralph Muller, the 
CEO of the University of Pennsylvania Health 
System, will report to Dr. Jameson.

“Penn Medicine’s close integration of clin-
ical, research, and educational programs rep-
resents the future of academic medicine,” Dr.  

Jameson said. “I look forward to partnering with 
Penn’s faculty, students, and staff to lead Penn 
Medicine’s clinical, educational and research 
programs to even greater heights of quality and 
prominence and influence the practice of medi-
cine worldwide.”

“Larry Jameson is a strong leader who 
brings deep experience and proven success in 
leading high quality academic and clinical pro-
grams,” said Penn Provost Vincent Price, who 
chaired the consultative committee that advised 
Dr. Gutmann during the search. “I am excited to 
work with him to continue propelling forward 
the vision for Penn that President Gutmann has 
articulated in the Penn Compact.” 

As vice president and dean at Northwest-
ern, Dr. Jameson has focused on interdisciplin-
ary research and clinical programs.  Before be-
coming vice president and dean, he was the Ir-
ving S. Cutter Professor of Medicine and chair 
of the department of medicine at Northwestern 
for seven years, where he led initiatives that in-
creased research funding and clinical activity, 
redesigned residency and physician-scientist 
training programs, and developed new faculty 
mentoring and leadership programs.  

Dr. Jameson began his tenure at Northwestern 
in 1993 as chief of the Division of Endocrinolo-
gy, Metabolism and Molecular Medicine.  Earlier 
in his career, he was associate professor of med-
icine at the Harvard Medical School and chief 

J. Larry Jameson to Lead Penn Medicine
of the Thyroid 
Unit at Massa-
chusetts Gener-
al Hospital.

An interna-
tionally recog-
nized research-
er, Dr. James-
on’s pioneering 
work in molec-
ular endocrinol-
ogy has great-
ly improved un-
derstanding of 
the transcrip-
tion of endo-
crine genes and 
the genetic ba-
sis of reproduc-
tive and meta-
bolic disorders.  
His work has helped bridge laboratory studies 
with clinical endocrinology, a vitally important 
experience as Penn Medicine prepares to open 
a new Translational Research Center adjacent 
to the Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine 
and Roberts Proton Therapy Center.

Dr. Jameson has authored more than 300 
scientific articles and chapters, including stud-
ies that have been published in leading journals 
such as the New England Journal of Medicine, 
Nature Genetics, Science, and the Journal of 
Clinical Investigation. 

Dr. Jameson is an editor of Harrison’s Princi-
ples of Internal Medicine, the most widely used 
textbook in the field worldwide.  He is co-au-
thor of DeGroot and Jameson’s Endocrinology, 
the most comprehensive text in endocrinology, 
now in its sixth edition, and he is author of the 
award-winning Jameson’s Principles of Molecu-
lar Medicine, which serves as a principal text in 
this interdisciplinary field, fostering the bedside 
clinical application of basic scientific research.

Dr. Jameson was elected to the Institute of 
Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, the American Society of Clinical In-
vestigation and the Association of American 
Physicians. He has served as president of the En-
docrine Society, as a member of the medical ad-
visory board of the Howard Hughes Medical In-

(continued on page 2)
Maren Gaughan Dana Graves

Larry Jameson
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Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by e-mail at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

SENATE From the Senate Office

Room 205 College Hall 
Wednesday, September 15, 2010

3–5 p.m.
1. Welcome and Introductions (5 minutes)
2. Approval of the Minutes of May 12, 2010 (2 minutes)
3. Chair’s Report (5 minutes)
4. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
5. Discussion on the draft Committee Charges for 2010- 2011 Committees (15 minutes)
6. Faculty Senate Executive Committee members discussion of, and recommendations for, 

SEC’s agenda for 2010-2011 (60 minutes)
7. New Business

sociate vice president for development. At all of 
these institutions, Ms. Gaughan was key in cre-
ating new programs to increase giving; devel-
oped a track record for raising major gifts; and 
was recognized for motivating both her staff and 
key volunteers.

“We are confident that Maren will take our 
fundraising program to a new level of excel-
lence,” said Penn Dental Medicine’s Morton 
Amsterdam Dean Denis F. Kinane on her ap-
pointment.  

Ms. Gaughan holds a BA in International 
Studies from Gettysburg College. 

“A highly respected researcher and lectur-
er, Dr. Graves brings a depth of experience and 
scholarship to the School,” said Morton Amster-
dam Dean Denis F. Kinane.

Dr. Graves’ key research interests are in the 
areas of inflammation and diabetes as they re-
late to periodontal disease and the loss and re-
pair of connective tissue and bone. Dr. Graves 
holds a DMSc in oral biology and a certificate 
in Periodontology from Harvard University and 
earned his DDS at Columbia University. 

In addition to his appointment as professor 
ofperiodontics, Dr. Graves will also be serving 
as associate dean for translational research. In 
this role, he will have primary responsibility for 
maximizing the School’s combined clinical and 
related basic science research. 

stitute, as a director of the American Board of In-
ternal Medicine, and as a member of the Jury for 
the Lasker Award.  He has also been the recipient 
of distinguished awards, including the Van Me-
ter Award from the American Thyroid Associa-
tion, Thomas G. Sheen Award from the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons, and Oppenheimer and 
Koch Awards from the Endocrine Society. 

Larry Jameson: Penn Medicine 
(continued from page 1)

Maren Gaughan: Dental Med Associate 
Dean of Development & Alumni Relations

Dana Graves : Dental Med Associate 
Dean of Translational Research

Matthew J. Ryan Veterinary Hospital (Ry-
an-VHUP) at the School of Veterinary Medicine 
has named Patricia B. DeAngelis Executive Di-
rector while Melissa von Stade has been named 
assistant dean of advancement and communica-
tions for the entire Penn Vet entity. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Pat and Melis-
sa to our team,” said Joan Hendricks, the Gilbert 
S. Kahn Dean, School of Veterinary Medicine. “I 
am confident that the combination of their expe-
rience, leadership skills and outstanding develop-
ment skills will be positive assets to Penn Vet and 
its faculty, staff and students and be instrumen-
tal as we look to shape our future and continue 
to lead in our mission of veterinary excellence.” 

As executive director of Ryan-VHUP, Pat 
DeAngelis is responsible for the entire business 
workings of Ryan-VHUP and will work in close 
partnership with the School’s chair to optimize 
support for Penn Vet’s academic missions. 

“I am honored to be joining the extraordi-
nary team at the Matthew J. Ryan Veterinary 
Hospital,” said Ms. DeAngelis. “Their reputa-
tion for excellence in research, education and 
service is world renowned and the passion they 
exhibit in all aspects of their work is unparal-
leled. I look forward to working with my new 
colleagues as we continue to advance the care 
of animals and the field of veterinary medicine.” 

Most recently, Ms. DeAngelis has served 
as CEO and president for DeAngelis Business 
Solutions, where she provided strategic busi-
ness, change management and leadership de-
velopment consulting to companies and non-
profit organizations. She has also worked for 
Nazareth Hospital as CEO and president, dur-

ing which time she led the $140 million orga-
nization through a financial, clinical and cultur-
al turnaround. Other experience includes time at 
St. Francis Hospital in Wilmington, DE and St. 
Agnes Medical Center in Philadelphia. 

Having earned bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in nursing from Hahnemann University 
and University of Pennsylvania, respectively, 
Ms. DeAngelis was also awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate from Holy Family University.  

Ms. DeAngelis serves on the boards of Fa-
ther Judge High School in Philadelphia; Manor 
College in Jenkintown; and The Handmaids of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, United States Prov-
ince, in Haverford.

As assistant dean of advancement and com-
munications, Melissa von Stade is responsible for 
the management and oversight of the entire de-
velopment, alumni relations and communications 
team of both the Philadelphia and Kennett Square 
campuses of the Vet School, and works closely 

Patricia B. DeAngelis and Melissa von Stade: Penn Vet Leadership
with faculty and administration in the School’s 
hospitals, clinical studies and research areas. She 
joins Penn Vet most recently from the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Morris Arboretum, where she 
served as the director of development. 

“I am honored to be coming on board at Penn 
Vet,” said Ms. von Stade. “I am so looking for-
ward to working with this team of professionals 
who are dedicated to the field of veterinary med-
icine and jointly focused on the school’s mission 
of education, research and service. I’m excited 
about the possibilities that exist for Penn Vet. The 
groundwork has been laid and I look forward to 
being part of this world-renowned team.” 

Prior to joining Penn at Morris Arboretum in 
2003, Ms. von Stade worked as a vice president 
at the Wayland Group based in Sudbury, MA. 
In that role, she provided resource development, 
strategic planning and capital campaign coun-
sel to more than 45 non-profit organizations. 
She has also worked at Harvard University as 
the acting director of development for the John 
K. Fairbank Center for East Asian Research; the 
director of the Harvard Graduate Society Annu-
al Fund; and as a fund officer. In these increas-
ingly visible roles, Ms. von Stade has managed 
volunteers, hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
fundraising budgets and created effective cam-
paign committees and programs. 

Ms. von Stade earned her bachelor of arts 
degree from Denison University. She has had 
a menagerie of companion animals throughout 
her life and, as a result, has gained a keen ap-
preciation for veterinary medicine. Currently, 
she and her family care for two Springer spaniel 
dogs, Maddie and Phoebe.

Dr. Jameson received his doctor of medicine 
degree with honors and a PhD in biochemistry 
from the University of North Carolina in 1981.  
He received his clinical training in internal med-
icine at Massachusetts General Hospital.

Dr. Jameson will succeed Dr. Arthur Ruben-
stein, who has served as Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Dean at Penn since 2001. 

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

Patricia DeAngelis Melissa von Stade
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Call for Honorary Degree 
Nominations: November 1

Dear Colleagues,
We invite you to nominate candidates 

to receive honorary degrees from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania at the 2011 Com-
mencement ceremony and beyond. Can-
didates should exemplify the highest ide-
als of the University, which seek to ed-
ucate those who will change the world 
through innovative scholarship, scientif-
ic discovery, artistic creativity and/or so-
cietal leadership.

We encourage you to involve your 
faculty colleagues, within and across de-
partments and schools, in the nomina-
tion process. Nominations should explain 
how nominees meet the criteria for selec-
tion and outline the nominees’ achieve-
ments and contributions.  Please include 
as much biographical and other support-
ing information as possible, but do not 
contact the nominees, who should not 
know that they are being considered.  We 
particularly encourage nominations from 
departments and schools whose fields 
have not been recognized by the award of 
honorary degrees in recent years.  Please 
note that it is University policy not to 
consider Penn standing faculty, trustees, 
or school and center overseers for Penn 
honorary degrees.

Nominations are welcome any time, 
but for consideration by this year’s Uni-
versity Council Committee, it would be 
very helpful to have them in hand by No-
vember 1.  Review is ongoing and candi-
dates may ultimately be selected several 
years after their initial nominations.  The 
University Council Committee’s recom-
mendations are forwarded to the Trust-
ee Committee on Honorary Degrees and 
Awards, which makes the final selection.  
The list of previous University of Penn-
sylvania honorary degree recipients can 
be found at www.upenn.edu/commence-
ment/hist/honorary.html.

Please send signed letters of nomina-
tion on your official stationery to:  Uni-
versity Council Committee on Honor-
ary Degrees, c/o Office of the University 
Secretary, 211 College Hall/6303.  Nom-
inations may also be faxed to (215) 898-
0103.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lynne Sniffen at sniffen@upenn.
edu or (215) 573-5047.

Penn emeritus faculty are eligible to 
receive honorary degrees through a spe-
cial nomination process. University 
deans will propose candidates from their 
schools for consideration by the Coun-
cil of Deans, which will forward success-
ful nominations to the University Council 
Committee on Honorary Degrees.

Honorary degrees are important state-
ments of Penn’s values and aspirations, 
and we strongly encourage your partici-
pation in this process.

––Amy Gutmann, President
––Carol Ann Muller, Chair, 

University Council Committee on 
Honorary Degrees 

The Division of the Vice Provost for Univer-
sity Life (VPUL) announced that Hikaru Kozu-
ma has been named Executive Director of Penn’s 
Office of Student Affairs, effective July 1.

Mr. Kozuma, who goes by Karu, came to 
Penn from Columbia University, where he had 
served for eight years in student affairs leader-
ship, most recently as Director of Residential 
Programs. He is also the current National Co-
Chair for the Asian Pacific Islander Knowledge 
Community for NASPA Student Affairs Admin-
istrators in Higher Education.

Originally from New York City, Mr. Ko-
zuma attended Middlebury College, majoring 
in English and minoring in American history. 
Upon graduation, he worked for Middlebury for 
three years, serving as a resident director and 
housing director. After completing the master of 
education in higher education administration at 
Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, he re-
turned to New York to join the Columbia Uni-
versity student affairs staff.  

“Excitement and enthusiasm do not capture 
how much I am looking forward to joining the 
Penn family,” he said. “I am humbled by the op-
portunity given to me to be part of this great ed-
ucational institution, and I hope to learn a great 
deal from the students, staff, and faculty.”  

Associate Vice Provost for Student Affairs 
Dr. Ajay Nair praised Mr. Kozuma, “Karu is an 

exemplary student 
affairs professional. 
He was a transfor-
mative leader at Co-
lumbia University, 
and I am sure he will 
bring the same lev-
el of energy and pas-
sion to the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania.” 

Mr. Kozuma will 
provide leadership 
to and direction for 
VPUL student af-
fairs programs and 
services. Mr. Ko-
zuma will have di-
rect oversight of the newly-reorganized Office 
of Student Affairs (formerly, the Office of Stu-
dent Life) and will convene the work of staff 
members responsible for student activities and 
governance, pre-orientation programs, Univer-
sity Life leadership training programs, and cam-
pus-wide special events. He will work with oth-
er University Life directors, the Undergraduate 
Assembly, the Graduate and Professional Stu-
dent Assembly, academic departments, and stu-
dent affairs officers in Penn schools and centers 
to develop programs that support University and 
VPUL divisional initiatives.

Hikaru Kozuma: Executive Director of Student Affairs

Hikaru Kozuma

The Penn-Nanotoxicology Alliance—a col-
laboration between the Center of Excellence in 
Environmental Toxicology (CEET), the Target-
ed Therapeutics and Nanomedicine Program of 
the ITMAT/CTSA, the Nanotechnology Insti-
tute (NTI), and the Nano-Bio Interface Center 
(NBIC) announce the availability of pilot proj-
ect grants for 12-month seed efforts that address 
any relevant research topic related to the toxicol-
ogy of nanoparticles and nanostructured materi-
als. These funds are being made available from 
the Vice Provost for Research and the School of 
Medicine. Projects that characterize the physical 
and chemical properties of engineered nanopar-
ticles, explore their basic biology and pathobiol-
ogy, and provide a clear pathway to the clinical 
and commercial deployment of environmentally 
safe nanoparticles are particularly encouraged, 
as are projects that have the potential to gener-
ate new or develop existing intellectual property.

Awards of up to $25,000 will be made and a 
start date of November 15, 2010 is anticipated. 

Any member of the standing faculty or re-
search track faculty in the 12 professional 
schools at the University of Pennsylvania, or 
our affiliates (CHOP and Monell) are eligible to 
apply. Applications from Penn researchers who 
collaborate with researchers at other NTI affili-
ated institutions will be considered. The NTI Af-
filiated Institutions are: CHOP, Drexel Univer-
sity, Fox Chase Cancer Center, Haverford Col-
lege, Lankenau Institute for Medical Research, 
Millersville University, Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity, University of Pennsylvania, University 
of the Sciences in Philadelphia, Temple Univer-
sity, Villanova University, and Widener Univer-
sity. The research being proposed should repre-
sent a new idea or direction, and cannot already 
be funded by an external funding agency. 

Proposals will be evaluated based on techni-
cal merit, impact, feasibility, likelihood of suc-
cess, and appropriateness of needed facilities and 
equipment. A successful track record of research, 
commercial or clinical deployment, and inter-
disciplinary collaborations are all advantageous. 

Toxicology Pilot Project Grants: October 15
Applications that involve the disciplines of toxi-
cology and engineering are particularly encour-
aged. Leveraging of current or future extramural 
funding from the federal NanoHealth initiative, 
NIEHS, or NIST will be considered in the review 
process. Potential for economic impact in the 
southeast Pennsylvania region is also preferred.  

Award recipients are required to submit a fi-
nal project and expenditure report to the Penn 
Nanotoxicology Alliance at the end of the fund-
ing period and awardees must present their find-
ings at a CEET Chalk Talk. The source of this 
funding must be acknowledged on all publica-
tions resulting from the supported research.

The following should be submitted for the 
internal review by Friday, October 15, 2010.

All forms and descriptions can be found on 
the NTI website, www.nanotechinstitute.org or 
the CEET web site at www.med.upenn.edu/ceet.

I.   Proposal Cover Page
II.  Non-Confidential Executive Summary
III. Research Plan

a. Specific Aims 
b. Significance and Innovation
c. Approach  
d. References
e. Biographical Sketches
f. Current and Pending Support
g.Sections (a-c) of the Research Plan should 

not exceed 5 pages.
IV. Budget: Funds may be used to support grad-

uate students, and other research staff; materials and 
supplies. Minor equipment less than $5,000 can be 
purchased with these funds and the leasing of larger 
equipment is allowed. Subcontracts may be includ-
ed but there is no overhead associated with these 
awards. Faculty cannot charge their salary or re-
quest travel funds on these grants.

To apply, submit one PDF file to Mary Web-
ster, director of administration, CEET: webster@
upenn.edu. Proposals should be written using 
11-point font, single spaced, with 1" margins.

The evaluation of Program proposals is ex-
pected to be completed approximately 2-4 weeks 
from the submittal date. The time may vary 
slightly depending on the volume of applications. 
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Convocation 2010

Why Penn?

Below is the Convocation Address given by President Amy Gutmann to the Class of 2014 on College Green 
on Tuesday, September 7, 2010. The Penn Band, The Inspiration and the Glee Club performed. Chaplain 
Charles Howard gave the invocation and Dean of Admissions Eric Furda presented the Class of 2014. 
Alumni Trustee Lee Spelman Doty, W’76, president of the Penn Alumni, also welcomed the future alumni. 
To watch the Convocation, visit www.youtube.com/univpennsylvania.

My enthusiastic greetings to the great Class of 2014 and to all of the 
students who have transferred from other institutions! Smart move, trans-
fers! Welcome all to the University of Pennsylvania! 

It is my pleasure and honor to address you in front of College Hall, one 
of Penn’s finest and oldest buildings. Over the past 137 years, generations 
of students have walked its corridors, learned in its classrooms, and, occa-
sionally, napped in its shadow.

Yes, napped. Despite what you may have heard, students here do sleep. 
Knitting up the “ravelled sleave of care,” as Shakespeare put it, is just as 
necessary as hitting up the well-stocked stacks of Van Pelt. 

This evening, you officially join those generations. Together, we cel-
ebrate more than your admission to the School of Nursing, the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science, the Wharton School, or the College 
of Arts and Sciences. Together, we celebrate your bright beginning as a 
proud member of the Penn community.

And what a community it is! Bearers of the Red and the Blue are 
290,000 strong. For more than a quarter of a millennium, our graduates 
have applied their knowledge and made lasting contributions to humanity. 
Put simply, Penn’s dreamers become the world’s doers. 

They have developed life-saving medical treatments; they have nursed 
the sick back to health; they have built businesses from the ground up, and 
they have transformed communities around the world with the products of 
their creative imaginations. 

They are Rhodes Scholars, Nobel Laureates, educators, and Olympians. 
They are actors, authors, artists, and inventors. 
Poets, pioneers, and Pulitzer Prize winners. 
Quakers have sat on the United States Supreme Court, marched for Civil 

Rights, and walked weightlessly outside of the International Space Station. 
It seems the only thing that a Penn graduate hasn’t done is become 

President of the United States. But I am sure that more than one of you is 
equal to the task. 

Yet less than a year ago, you were working on your application and won-
dering whether you would stand out in the most crowded field in Penn’s his-
tory—26,938 of your peers, to be exact, applied for admission with you. 

Staring at a blinking cursor, you asked yourself, “Why Penn?”  You 
started to answer, deleted the answer, and started over. You took a break. 
Maybe you bemoaned your plight in a status update. And then you started 
over again. Why Penn?

Yes, it’s a tough question. And because you answered it for us, I am go-
ing to answer it for you. 

Why Penn? Because we want you to pursue your passion and combine 
it with purpose. Your dedication to learning is part of what drew you here, 
and part of what we found so appealing about you. Now, you have the pre-
cious opportunity both to explore broadly and to focus intensely on what 
matters most to you.  

I love hearing stories of students who combine their passion with a 
purpose. One of my favorite examples is the Hydros Bottle. Tired of buy-
ing water and wasting plastic, two graduates from the Class of 2009 in-
vented a reusable, filtered water bottle. Today, the product is on store 
shelves, and sales are helping fund the construction of sorely-needed wa-
ter distribution systems in Cameroon.  

Of course, not all of you know what you want to do and how to make 
it happen from the moment you set foot on campus. Why Penn? Because 
you’ve demonstrated great potential, and we’re prepared to help you. Your 
classes will be challenging. Your professors will demand your best work, 
and they will be happiest when you succeed. If you have a question, ask 
it. “A prudent question,” as Francis Bacon said, “is one-half wisdom.” 

So: Why Penn? Because, here, you will put knowledge to work for hu-
manity. Don’t wait until after Commencement to pursue independent re-
search and apply what you have learned in the classroom.

Visit our Center for Undergraduate Research and Fellowships—
CURF, as members of the Penn community refer to it. The Center’s staff 
will help you identify opportunities to do research alongside our world-
renowned faculty members. 

Get involved in West Philadelphia. Check out Civic House, the Fox 
Leadership Program, and the Netter Center for Community Partnerships. 

Each year, thousands of Penn students display what our founder Benja-
min Franklin considered “true merit”—“an inclination joined with an abili-
ty to serve [humankind].” Whether you get involved in our neighborhood, in 
our nation, or around the world, you uphold the aim of our great University. 

Many of the Penn dreamers I mentioned earlier sat where you sit to-
night not so long ago. Like you, they filled out applications and waited 
patiently for news of their acceptance. Unlike you, they couldn’t “friend” 
anyone until they got to campus. But, once here, they followed their pas-
sions. They asked for expert advice when they needed it. And they put 
their knowledge into practice.

I’ll leave you with one final example: Dr. William Pepper. He received 
both his undergraduate degree and his medical degree from Penn, and he 
became a professor at our Medical School in 1874. Seven years later, he 
was unanimously elected to lead Penn. Over the course of his 13-year ten-
ure, he oversaw the addition of four schools, increased the number of fac-
ulty more than five-fold, and more than doubled the number of students. 

Pretty productive for a guy without internet access! 
Dr. Pepper not only transformed Penn into a modern research univer-

sity, but also was instrumental in founding several other educational insti-
tutions in Philadelphia, including the Free Library. 

Today, if you visit the Free Library’s main branch on the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, you will see a beautiful, bronze memorial to Shake-
speare, its black marble base inscribed with two lines from Jaques’ famous 
monologue in As You Like It:  

“All the world’s a stage / and all the men and women merely players.”
Why Penn? Because, here, new scenery, new cast members, and new 

plots await you. The role you will play is limited only by your imagination. 
You are here because we believe that you are capable of doing great 

things. All the world’s a stage, and your curtain is rising. Get used to the 
bright lights, and welcome to the University of Pennsylvania!

On behalf of the more than 250,000 Penn alumni located all across the 
globe, I extend a warm welcome to each of you! We congratulate you on all 
you have already accomplished to earn a place in this amazing class of 2014 
and we look forward with eager anticipation to what you will achieve in the 
years ahead. Whether you are in Nursing, Engineering, Wharton or the Col-
lege, you will be following awesome footsteps. Penn alumni are leaders in 
every field, from Nobel laureates to the inventor of the cheese doodle! And, 
Abdi Farah class of ’09 was just named “America’s next great artist.”  If you 
want to have some fun,  look up Penn Alumni on Wikipedia...you will be 
amazed at the long list of Penn graduates who have achieved eminence in 
their fields... and someday we expect you to be among them.

As the president of Penn Alumni, I have the privilege on Ivy Day of 
presenting graduating seniors with student alumni awards. These awards 
are given to students who have made the most impact on Penn and the 
community during their undergraduate years. One of this past year’s se-
niors, upon receiving his award, noted that when he arrived on campus as 
a freshman, he had a choice, he could be a renter or an owner. He went 
on to comment that no one ever bothered to wash a rental car! His point 
was simply that he made the decision to “own” Penn, to make it his and 
to feel that sense of shared responsibility. I would encourage you to do 
the same. Take advantage of all that Penn has to offer, on campus and off. 
Take classes in subjects you have not been exposed to before. Partake in  
extracurricular activities... if you don’t see what you want, start it! If you 
find something you can make better, do it! Go to Franklin Field and the 
Palestra...throw toast at football games and cheer our teams, all of them! 
And remember...your connection to Penn is not just the 4 years you will 
spend in West Philadelphia. It is very possible that the person sitting next 
to you tonight or in class tomorrow could be someone you will know for 
the rest of your life. I still have lunch with my Hill suitemates every month 
decades after we graduated! Long after your formal education ends, Penn 
will remain the center of your intellectual life. You will bleed red & blue!

Below are the remarks given by Lee Spelman Doty.

A Lifelong Connection to the Red & Blue
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Below are the remarks given by Provost Vincent Price to the Class of 2014 on September 7, 2010.

As Provost, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Penn. 
Tomorrow, you begin your undergraduate studies. Tonight, you can relax. 
You’ve met your roommates, unpacked your bags, and chosen your 

classes. You’ve visited a dining hall. And you’ve explored the campus, if 
only a little.   

Now if you have a good memory of your previous visits to campus, or 
a keen eye for detail, you may have noticed what’s missing here on Col-
lege Green. 

In late June, a tremendous summer storm barreled through Philadel-
phia. A number of trees on campus were damaged, including a signifi-
cant one that was just to my left. Every morning, I looked out my win-
dow, just over there at this 114-year-old tree; Penn’s largest and most ma-
jestic American elm.

Incidentally, the tree was damaged by wind, not struck by lightning, so 
there’s no direct Ben Franklin connection.

The elm wasn’t totally uprooted in the storm, but half had splintered 
and required removal. I was pleased to see, after the clean-up, that the oth-
er side had been saved. 

But two weeks later, I was dismayed to see that it, too, was being tak-
en down.

It turned out that the two sides of the tree were interdependent, the one 
balancing the other. I learned that the remaining half, though it appeared 
healthy, would not survive.

Why mention that tree tonight? Well, there are a few parallels here, to 
Penn itself and to the education it will provide. 

A tree is full of dualities. 
It is solitary, but also part of a vast, communal fabric. 
It is a practical and useful object—something that gives shade, and 

even a degree of shelter —but also beautiful, with its own history and cy-
cles of regeneration. 

An Education in Balance
We see it and rely on it each day, yet we’re not always aware of its im-

portance.
Penn, too, was founded with a dual purpose. Franklin’s Publick Acad-

emy, as he called it, was to teach both the practical and the theoretical—
what he termed the useful and the ornamental. The specific, and the broad.  
Two branches of learning, each reliant on the other, to provide a complete 
education that would serve society. 

And two languages. In Franklin’s plan, classes would be taught in clas-
sical Latin, but also in English. He further insisted on a multidisciplinary 
education, long before that term was invented. A Penn education meant 
exposure to the liberal arts and also to what he called the Professions: sci-
ence, medicine, business, engineering, and accounting. This was all very 
new at the time, quite unlike the education at Harvard, Yale, or Princeton.

Which brings me to the dual aspects of your education here, each com-
plementary to the other:  independence and responsibility. 

During your four years, you will have the opportunity—the freedom 
to take classes in many different disciplines. Now is the time to take some 
academic chances—that course in art history, or Japanese, or microfi-
nance, or astronomy—before you have the demands of a major or a spe-
cific field of study. 

This is an independent journey. 
Your professors, your advisor, your classmates and friends—all will 

help to guide you along the way.  But no one will pick your classes, or 
wake you in the morning, or tell you when to go to bed. 

Of this last, I’m quite certain.
With that independence comes responsibility: You are responsible for 

your intellectual and civic development.  
Responsible for making smart choices, from your performance in the 

classroom to your conduct on campus.  
Responsible for making the most of this four-year opportunity.
Responsibility and independence are best realized in balance, each de-

pendent on the other.  
Plan, but don’t fear being in the moment. 
Consider the future, but don’t obsess about it. 
Work hard, but enjoy yourself. 
And this may sound like odd advice coming from Penn’s Chief Aca-

demic Officer, but please don’t over-think every decision.  
With Penn, Franklin tried something new. I hope you will too.   
Keep in mind that a major is not a profession. Take a class just because 

it seems interesting, or unusual. Join a club or a group or a team, not be-
cause you’re good at something, but because you’re not. This is the way 
to become well educated, and well balanced.

I’m told a new tree will be planted where the great elm once stood.  
I understand we haven’t found the perfect specimen just yet.  You see, 

even in horticulture, we’re extremely selective in choosing our newest 
members. 

By the time you graduate, the tree will have taken root, and grown a bit.   
As you will have.  
That tree will remain part of this place long after you’ve graduated.  
I expect you will too.
There will inevitably be some difficult moments, even some raging 

storms.  
They will pass.
Your Penn education and this tree will share more in common than a 

coincidence of timing.   
Your studies here will be practical and, in Franklin’s terms, ornamental. 
Your Penn education will enable you to stand alone, to grow as a person. 
It will make you part of a vast communal fabric, rooted in a larger 

community.
In the coming years, rushing to and from class, you will cross College 

Green countless times.   
On occasion, I hope you will take just a second to stop and simply look 

around: to appreciate this wonderful place, this leafy urban campus, nour-
ished and grown, over centuries from fertile minds like your own.

I wish you the very best, and welcome you to the great Class of 2014.

Founded by Ben Franklin in 1740,  Penn is a place steeped in tradi-
tion. One of the deepest held of these traditions is the commitment of 
Penn alumni to their alma mater. They are truly the foundation of this 
great university... and I mean that literally! In buildings and walkways all 
over campus you will notice Ivy stones, pieces of bedrock inscribed with 
a class year. You will place your own ivy stone on campus when you grad-
uate, as hundreds of classes have done before you, a small physical token 
of your presence here. But the impact of our alumni is so much greater 
than bricks and mortar. 

Penn Alumni are passionate about their University. We love hearing 
that this is the best class ever to have entered these halls. The reputation 
Penn enjoys today, under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Gutmann, would 
not be possible without the tireless commitment of our alumni who give 
so generously of their time and resources.

Our alumni love to come back to campus and share their insights with stu-
dents. Penn alumni are a great source for career advice; when the time comes, 
take advantage of this tremendous network. Penn alumni support our athletic 
teams and cultural institutions, attending events with great enthusiasm. 

Often inspired by the aid they themselves may have received as stu-
dents, Penn alumni have provided thousands of scholarships to make sure 
that the most talented students can attend Penn. Alumni have endowed 
professorships ensuring our ability to attract the best faculty in the world 
to this campus. It is a virtuous circle... the best students want the best fac-
ulty and the best faculty want the brightest students…Penn alumni help 
make this happen!

As you embark on your own transformative journey, know that Penn’s 
alumni community will be there to support and encourage you – every step 
of the way.  You have made a lifelong commitment to Penn and you can be 
assured that the Penn alumni community will make a lifelong commitment 
to you! You are part of the Penn tradition, and your experience starts here.

Enjoy every minute of your Penn experience!

Below are the remarks given by Lee Spelman Doty.

A Lifelong Connection to the Red & Blue
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Celebrating National Constitution 
Day at Penn: Friday, September 17

Constitution 
Day commemo-
rates the signing 
of the U.S. Con-
stitution on Sep-
tember 17, 1787 
by 39 brave men 
who gave us the 
framework for 
our democracy. Penn celebrates this national 
observance of our founding document with the 
following activities:

The School of Arts and Sciences’ 60-Second 
Lecture will feature Penn Law professor Sar-
ah Barringer Gordon’s address, A Constitution-
al Moment: Freedom of Religion in One Minute. 
This event will be held on September 17 at Stitel-
er Plaza, 37th and Locust Walk, at 11:55 a.m. 
Rain Location: Reading Room, Houston Hall.

The Penn Program on Democracy, Citizen-
ship and Constitutionalism is hosting Ethnici-
ty Without Groups, featuring UCLA sociologist 
Rogers Brubaker. This free event will be held 
on September 23 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Hous-
ton Hall’s Class of ’49 Auditorium.

The Penn Bookstore will display an assort-
ment of Constitution-themed books and Penn 
Leads the Vote will conduct a voter registra-
tion drive in the bookstore foyer on Constitu-
tion Day from noon-2 p.m. 
Voter Registration Information 

OGCA is distributing voter registration 
forms to all schools and centers this week. The 
deadline to register to vote in the Pennsylvania 
General Election on November 2, 2010 is Mon-
day, October 4, 2010.  Forms will also be avail-
able at these locations:

College Hall Information Desk
ARCH, 3602 Locust Walk
Civic House, 3914 Locust Walk
Houston Hall Front Information Desk
Silfen Center, Williams Hall
Graduate Student Center, 3615 Locust Walk
Greenfield Intercultural Center, 3708 Chestnut
Penn Women’s Center, 3643 Locust Walk
LGBT Center, 3907 Spruce Street
For more information, contact Penn’s Of-

fice of Government and Community Affairs at 
ogca@exchange.upenn.edu or (215) 898-1388.

Your Body: From Head to Toe
Taking care of your health means being well 

informed, well prepared, and capable of mak-
ing good choices when it comes to your body. 
This series of workshops, led by physicians and 
health experts from the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Health System, will address vari-
ous health issues from head to toe and steps you 
can take to maintain a healthier lifestyle. Pre-
registration is required for these workshops, 
which are sponsored by Human Resources. You 
are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch to the 
sessions. For more information and to register, 
visit the online course catalog at www.hr.upenn.
edu/coursecatalog or contact Human Resources 
at (215) 898-5116 or suzsmith@upenn.edu. 

Metabolism and Calorie Needs: Finding a 
Balance; September 15; noon–1p.m.; free.

Calorie consumption is an important part of 
weight loss. Regardless of whether your diet fo-
cuses on fat or carbohydrate intake, you’ll gain 
weight if you take in more calories than your 
body needs. Come to this workshop to learn 
about and better understand the concept of me-
tabolism and calorie requirements. It will be led 
by Terri Brownlee, regional director of nutrition 
for Bon Appétit Management Co.
Want to Lose Weight and Keep it Off?

It’s no secret that a nutritious diet and regular 
exercise are important to our health and wellbe-
ing. But it can be difficult to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle year-round. If you want to learn how to 

Human Resources: Upcoming Programs

chology Annex Building. In an effort to “mod-
ernize” the twin, a metallic ornamental screen 
was added to the upper floors, covering the tex-
tured clicker brickwork on the west side and the 
original brick and terra cotta on the east side.

In 2004, the psychology department relo-
cated and the building began to house vari-
ous programs for the School of Social Policy 
& Practice. The University decided to remove 
the metallic screen and discovered that the ear-
lier brickwork and terra cotta had been painted 
black, but were in good condition.

About a year ago, Penn’s Facilities and 
Real Estate Services, along with SP2-hired Ci-
cada architects, endeavored to make the build-
ing more accessible and presentable to Walnut 
Street. The façade was cleaned and repointed, 
and a new porch was designed and built, based 
on a contemporary interpretation of the orig-
inal Furness design. A lift was added to pro-
vide an accessible entrance to the building and 
new granite walls and site landscaping were 
installed.

Currently, the building houses five of SP2’s 
centers: the Field Center for Children’s Policy, 
Practice & Research; the Evelyn Jacobs Ort-
ner Center in Family Violence; the Center for 
Religion & Social Policy Research; Out-of-
School Time Resource Center; and the Center 
for High Impact Philanthropy.

Adding to its eclectic history, the restora-
tion of the façade and entrance to 3815 Wal-
nut Street is now complete. The building, com-
pleted in 1889 and designed by Furness, Ev-
ans & Co, was one of four twin houses fea-
turing brick and terra cotta façade and grand 
front porches facing Walnut Street. Of the four 
twins, only three remain, as the easternmost 
twin was demolished in the 1960s to accom-
modate the widening of 38th Street.

Once the home of Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
Weaver in 1894, the building was advertised 
for sale in the Philadelphia Inquirer in 1921. 
The listing boasted that the structure was “suit-
able for apartment house” with 15 rooms, 3 
baths and 4 stories through to Sansom Street 
with a rear garage.

The western half of this twin was acquired 
by the Penn Chapter of the Phi Beta Delta Fra-
ternity, who in 1927, commissioned renova-
tions that included the removal of the brick and 
terra cotta façade and the installation of rough 
textured “clinker” brickwork (somewhat simi-
lar to what was to be employed on Hill College 
House three decades later). By this time, the 
original Victorian porch had already been re-
placed by a more classicized version.

By 1959, the University had acquired both 
sides of the twin and 3815 Walnut Street would 
eventually become known for years as the Psy-

Restoring the Beauty of 3815 Walnut Street

Correction: In “Honors & Other Things” in 
the September 7, 2010 issue, Dr. Eli Glatstein, 
professor of radiation oncology, and vice chair 
of the department in the School of Medicine, 
was incorrectly identified as clinical director of 
the department. Almanac regrets the error. 

—Ed.

eat right, lose weight and stay healthy, consider 
joining Weight Watchers at Penn.

Meetings are held on campus every Tues-
day, giving you the support and flexibility you 
need to succeed and stay on track. You’ll learn 
how to make informed decisions about your nu-
trition and exercise choices. Plus, you can save 
money by joining Weight Watchers today! From 
now until October 5, you can become a member 
for less than half the regular price.

For more information, including rates, meet-
ing details and to participate, visit the Human 
Resources website at www.hr.upenn.edu/Qual-
ity/Wellness/WeightWatchers.aspx. 

––Division of Human Resources
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for August 30-September 5, 2010. Also reported were 13 crimes against property (including 
11 thefts, 1 narcotics offense and 1 burglary). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/
v57/n03/creport.html. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of August 30-September 5, 2010. The 
University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd 
Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate re-
port on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For 
any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
9 incidents with 4 arrests (including 4 robberies and 5 aggravated assaults) were reported between  

August 30-September 5, 2010 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to  
Woodland Avenue.

AT PENN Deadlines 
The deadline for the October AT PENN is to-

day. For information see www.upenn.edu/almanac/
calendar/caldead-real.html. 

The September AT PENN calendar is online, 
www.upenn.edu/almanac. 

The deadline for the weekly Update is each 
Monday for the following week’s issue. The 
weekly Update normally lists events happening 
Wednesday through Tuesday. 

Update
September AT PENN

CLASSIFIED—PERSONAL

RESEARCH
CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY

The University of Pennsylvania Health System/
Division of Endocrinology seeks women at least 
60 years of age who have been told they need 
treatment for osteoporosis or who have had a 
bone fracture from osteoporosis for a research 
study.  Women who are interested will be evalu-
ated by bone densitometry and MRI.  Women 
who qualify will receive treatment with an osteo-
porosis medication for two years and compensa-
tion for travel.  Please contact Terry Scattergood 
RN, MSN at (215) 898-5664 for more information.

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•
Almanac is not responsible for contents 

of	classified	ad	material.	

Research Study: Women volunteers ages 50-
75. Study involves three visits over a three month 
period for MRI of the wrist. Contact:  Helen 
Peachey:  (215)-898-5664 or peacheyh@mail.
med.upenn.edu

$25 Minimum Order Value for Office Supply Orders
Penn Purchasing Services, together with Telrose and Office Depot, are announcing an important 

new initiative for the University. We are now recommending a minimum order value of $25 for all 
office supply orders, which will eliminate an estimated 6,000 purchase orders annually. This simple 
change supports the University’s Climate Action Plan by lowering Penn’s carbon footprint and re-
ducing waste. By eliminating purchase orders for office supplies under $25, and thereby eliminating 
over 3,000 packages, the environmental benefits yielded would be a reduction of over 17,000 lbs. of 
CO2, and eliminating over 8,500 lbs. of packaging waste (cardboard and pillows). Penn Purchasing 
Services will be soliciting feedback from departments about this new initiative. Anyone who has a 
question or a comment should contact Rich Beynon at rbeynon@upenn.edu.

VACATION RESORT
Costa Rican Retreat. Vacation in our award 
winning home. Delight for architects but a plea-
sure for any guests. Outstanding views. Beach 
access, activities galore, 30 minutes from inter-
national airport. October special discount.  See 
www.casaholmes.com  for more information  or 
write casaholmes@mac.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
Magnificently restored 6 bdrm, 3 1/2 bth Vic-
torian near campus. Beautiful 1910 home with 
original woodwork, stained & leaded glass and 
every modern convenience--on University City’s 
loveliest block in Penn Alexander cachement. 
Meticulously remodeled in 2006 with new 3-zone 
HVAC; eat-in kitchen with Viking range, Subzero, 
Vermont soapstone counters, and island; guest 
quarters with separate entrance; luxurious mas-
ter bedroom suite; garden deck; upstairs laun-
dry.  $649,000.00 (215) 990-5494.

SPECIAL EVENTS
16 Fire Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
Event; safety information and equipment dem-
onstrations; 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; College Green (Penn 
Public Safety).

TALKS
22 Penn Science Cafe: Do Genomes  
Compute?; Junhyong Kim, biology; 7 p.m.; The 
Mar Bar, 40th & Walnut Streets; RSVP: jreese@
upenn.edu (SAS).

ICA Fall 
Opening 
Reception
A free  
reception 
on Wednes-
day, Septem-
ber 15 from 
6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Institute 
of Contem-
porary Art 
(ICA) 
celebrates 
the opening 
of three new 
exhibitions, 
including 
Mineral Spir-
its: Anne Chu 
and Matthew  
Monahan, 
featuring the artists’ distinctive takes on the  
figure. Pictured is Monahan’s Untitled, 2007, 
charcoal on paper on canvas with wood. 
Visit www.icaphila.org for exhibit information.

08/31/10 8:30 PM 4813 Locust St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
09/01/10 9:04 AM 3735 Walnut St Robbery
09/01/10 12:45 PM 236 S 48th St Aggravated Assault
09/03/10 3:10 PM 4801 Greenway St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
09/03/10 4:07 PM 4034 Walnut St Robbery
09/03/10 9:27 PM 100 S 47th St Robbery/Arrest
09/04/10 12:00 AM 5100 Sansom St Aggravated Assault
09/04/10 12:00 AM 3916 Spruce St Aggravated Assault
09/04/10 12:05 AM 3908 Ludlow St Robbery/Arrest

08/31/10 4:19 AM 3800 Spruce St Male wanted on summary warrant/New date issued
08/31/10 9:33 AM 4314 Locust St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
08/31/10 11:26 AM 3900 Filbert St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
08/31/10 7:47 PM 3900 Walnut St Male acting disorderly/Arrest
09/01/10 9:56 AM 3735 Walnut St Location robbed by unknown male
09/02/10 3:00 AM 100 S 36th St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/02/10 6:05 AM 3900 Sansom St Male observed violating city ordinance/Arrest
09/02/10 5:47 PM 4000 Market St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/02/10 7:38 PM Sloan St  Male assaulted by unknown male
09/03/10 8:40 AM 3400 Walnut St Female wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/03/10 10:03 AM 3900 Market St Male acting disorderly/Arrest
09/03/10 10:12 AM 3700 Walnut St Male acting disorderly/Arrest
09/03/10 5:00 PM 4034 Walnut St Male robbed by unknown male
09/03/10 10:26 PM 3900 Market St Male acting disorderly/Arrest
09/04/10 12:20 AM 3900 Ludlow St Complainant robbed by male/Arrest
09/04/10 12:28 AM 1 S 39th St  Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/04/10 5:22 AM 3901 Locust Walk Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
09/04/10 5:24 AM 3916 Spruce St Complainant assaulted by unknown male
09/04/10 4:50 PM 3800 Spruce St  Male wanted on warrant/New date issued
09/04/10 6:17 PM 3900 Market St Male acting disorderly/Arrest
09/04/10 7:35 PM 4003 Chestnut St Male wanted on warrant/New date issued
09/04/10 9:41 PM 3800 Ludlow St Male wanted on warrant/New court date issued
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And when he came to the place where the wild things are, they 
roared their terrible roars and gnashed their terrible teeth and rolled 
their terrible eyes and showed their terrible claws till Max said, “Be 
still” and tamed them with the magic trick…   —Maurice Sendak
In this short essay I would like to share some thoughts about helping 

students get excited about topics that (maybe) are not initially exciting 
to them but, on the contrary, alien and frightening. I will focus on a con-
crete example ––teaching War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy, a 1,300+ pag-
es “loose and baggy monster” (in Henry James’s words) which usually 
scares students not only with its size (i.e., the amount of home reading) 
but with its numerous plotlines and historical references. I start my class 
with an introduction of “Several Basic Rules on How to Deal with Tol-
stoy’s Monster” which I will refer to below. I understand that a majority 
of the readers of this essay do not teach literature but I believe that most 
of us pursue the same goal—helping students to overcome their (quite 
natural) fear of the complex and unusual material –– and, in this sense, a 
discussion of general pedagogical objectives of these “rules” can be help-
ful for other instructors. My “magic trick” is domestication of the mate-
rial, which is based on the specific qualities of this material and aims at:

(1) helping students understand that learning about the complex and 
unusual subject is something to be proud of (My “Basic Rules” starts with 
“Yes, you are surely brave since you decided to read this huge text writ-
ten some 150 years ago about people who lived in a country 4,500 miles 
away from Philadelphia. When you finish reading you may tell your rela-
tives and friends that you did this Heracles labor (I assume that in this case 
a metaphoric “monster” transforms into Lernean’s Hydra) and they will 
be proud of you. You may feel slightly frightened and dizzy in the begin-
ning, but when you reach the open waters of the quietly expanding nov-
el you will enjoy swimming. It is certainly not swimming to and fro in a 
pool; there is a strong current and the destination is unknown, but isn’t it 
a pleasure to follow the stream with all your efforts?”);

(2) helping them understand that their work is not just an intellectual 
exercise but an opportunity to respond themselves to what they are learn-
ing about (I tell my students, “Do not be afraid of being too emotional, 
even sentimental, while reading: Tolstoy knows how to infect you with his 
ideas by acting upon you emotionally first of all.”);

(3) encouraging them to personalize what they read and see themselves 
in their reading (for example, “What Tolstoy describes has very likely 
happened to you, so you simply see a glimpse or reflection of your own 
emotional world in the characters’ perceptions. In fact, the distance be-
tween you and Tolstoy’s early 19th century Russian heroes may be real-
ly thin. Does hospitable Old Count Rostov ever resemble your (maternal 
or paternal) grandpa or, maybe, your uncle, or your close friend’s grand-
dad? Do you have a cousin like Sonya? Have you ever asked the questions 
Pierre Bezukhov is fascinated with? While reading this novel you do start 
feeling as if you are at home.”);

(4) providing them with a helpful way of dealing with the work’s 
unique structure and philosophy (I tell students“Do not search for a single 
plotline or a single major character. The novel has several closely interwo-
ven lines and several characters each of whom can be called major when 
he or she is in the author’s focus. This form provides you with an opportu-
nity to perceive the world seen from different points of view and—at the 
same time—to feel that each perception grasps just a part of the whole, 
which cannot be expressed fully in words.”);

(5) asking them to make sense of both the text and its context (my 
handout explains, “It is always a good idea to do your homework and 
uncover the intriguing historical context of Alexander I’s reign and Na-
poleonic wars which serve as a background for the novel. It will help 
you realize something really important in War and Peace, something we 
miss nowadays. What I mean is the Romantic sense of history as an excit-
ing (yet sometimes frustrating) non-stop movement towards an unknown 
goal, the movement you are nilly-willy involved in”).

Finally, I ask each student to keep a diary of a given character of the 
epic and to participate in discussions on his or her behalf. This theatrical 
device helps us not only to make the discussion lively, but to understand 
how the great text with several main heroes functions, how the reality ef-
fect is achieved by the author, and how Tolstoy’s favorite ideas “grow” 
in the ideological biographies of his characters. What I mean is that each 
student obtains his or her own area of responsibility and controls a zone 
of his or her character, paying close attention to the minutest changes in 
the character’s external or internal life, such as social background, physi-
cal appearance, events, hopes, fears, errors, or revelations. At the end of 
the semester, students write essays based on their knowledge and under-
standing of their characters as related to other heroes of the epic. Again, 
in doing so, students reach the higher level of control over and domesti-
cation of this huge text (my role is just to navigate the discussion by en-
couraging dialogues between students-characters and emphasizing the is-
sues which were central for the author). Monsters are usually scary (or 
funny, or pathetic as in Sendak’s book). I want my students to realize that 
War and Peace is a monster in whose company it is a genuine pleasure to 
spend a few weeks.

Can some of my techniques be helpful in a non-literature class? I hope, 
yes. Of course, a literary work is not a math problem or a chemical reac-
tion, but those who confront a difficult literary text, a math problem, or a 
chemical reaction are the same human beings, with their fears, biases and 
expectations. Domestication of the complex material encourages students 
of different disciplines see to personal connections, helps them understand 
that the task is relevant and exciting, and gives them the chance to “own” 
part of the job and convey their excitement. There are many seemingly 
“frightful creatures” in our teaching animal parks and we must know how 
to help our students make friends with them.
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