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UPHS CEO Ralph W. Muller, Mariann MacDonald, Barbara 
McNeil Jordan and Arthur H. Rubenstein, EVP of the University 
for the Health System and Dean of the School of Medicine, at the 
“Heel to Heal” event during Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Penn Medicine recently hosted a special event during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, “Taking Steps to End Women’s Cancers: Heel to Heal” to celebrate the tenth an-
niversary of the Rena Rowan Breast Center and the fifth anniversary of the Jordan Center 
for Gynecologic Cancer at Penn Medicine’s Abramson Cancer Center (Almanac Decem-
ber 16/23, 1997). The event also marked the official launch of the new MacDonald Wom-
en’s Cancer Risk Evaluation Center, which aims to help women who are at high risk of 
breast and ovarian cancers. “Heel to Heal” marked a decade of ground-breaking research 
and treatment at the Rena Rowan Breast Center (Almanac October 10, 2000).

A decade ago, Rena Rowan Damone and her husband Vic Damone created the Rena 
Rowan Breast Center which she described as her gift “to those whose lives, like mine, 
have been affected by breast cancer.” The Center has a multi-disciplinary team which pro-
vides coordinated care in a supportive, caring environment.

Last month’s event also marked the fifth anniversary of the Jordan Center for Gyneco-
logic Cancer, established by Barbara (Barrie) McNeil Jordan and her late husband, Dr. Hen-
ry A. Jordan, M’62, RES’67 (Almanac April 27, 2010). “Henry and I have been proud to 
be a part of building a state-of-the-art facility for women’s health at Penn,” Mrs. Jordan had 
said. The Center harnesses the combined expertise of Penn physicians and scientists from 
across the Health System. 

The new Mariann and Robert MacDonald Women’s Cancer Risk Evaluation 
Center will build on the research done in Penn’s Breast and Ovarian Cancer Risk 
Evaluation Program, the first in the country to be established. Mrs. MacDonald said, 
“I have been a cancer survivor for 16 years. Bob and I are more than proud to estab-
lish the new Center. I have a daughter and granddaughter—maybe they won’t have 
to worry about getting cancer.” The proceeds of the 2011 Philadelphia Antiques Show 
will benefit ovarian cancer at Penn Medicine. 

Mr. Muller said, “because of our leading philanthropists, to-
day we offer better therapies and greater hope to our patients with 
breast, ovarian, uterine, cervical and other gynecologic cancers.”

Dr. Rubenstein thanked the donors for their “visionary phi-
lanthropy” and “vote of confidence in our work and your ex-
traordinary compassion for our patients.” 

Taking Steps to End Women’s Cancers: Heel to Heal

President Amy Gutmann with Perry Golkin, W’74, WG’74, L’78 and 
his wife, Donna Golkin, WG’77, and Dean Michael Fitts at the Topping 
Off Ceremony earlier this month when the final steel beam was placed 
on the Law School’s new building, Golkin Hall (below).

Donna and Perry Golkin with Dean Michael Fitts at the groundbreaking in July.
Penn Law Dean Michael Fitts 

said, “Golkin Hall will complete a 
10-year transformation of the Penn 
Law campus. This major expan-
sion in our academic facilities will 
ensure our continued role as a lead-
er and innovator in legal educa-
tion.” The 40,000 square foot state-
of-the-art building is scheduled to 
be completed in January 2012.

Transforming the Law School: 
Golkin Hall—Connecting the 

Past and the Future
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Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit Almanac’s 
website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for in-
structions on how to subscribe to the Almanac 

RSS Feed. 

Section IV.3(c) of the Council Bylaws provides that a University Council meeting “shall 
incorporate an open forum to which all members of the University community are invited and 

during which any member of the University community can direct questions to the Council.”
All members of the University community are invited to bring issues 

for discussion to the University Council Open Forum 
Wednesday, December 8, 2010 4–6 p.m. 

Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall
Individuals who want to be assured of speaking at Council must inform the Office of the Univer-

sity Secretary (ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu) by Wednesday, December 1, 2010.  Please indicate the 
topic you would like to discuss. Those who have not so informed the Office of the University Sec-
retary will be permitted to speak only at the discretion of the Moderator of University Council and 
in the event that time remains after the scheduled speakers.

 Please see the format given below. Questions may be directed to the Office of the University 
Secretary at (215) 898-7005 or ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu.

—Office of the University Secretary 

Format for University Council’s Open Forum
The University Council will devote a substantial portion of its December 8, 2010 meeting to a 

public forum.  The purpose of the Open Forum is to inform Council of issues important to the Uni-
versity’s general welfare and of the range of views held by members of the University.  The forum 
is open to all members of the University community under the conditions set by the Bylaws, follow-
ing guidelines established by the Steering Committee of Council: 

1. Any member of the University community who wishes to do so may attend the Council meet-
ing.  Individuals who want to be assured of speaking at Council, however, must inform the Office of 
the University Secretary (ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu) by Wednesday, December 1, 2010, indicat-
ing briefly the subject of their remarks. Those who have not so informed the Office of the Universi-
ty Secretary will be permitted to speak only at the discretion of the Moderator of University Council 
and in the event that time remains after the scheduled speakers. Speakers should expect to be limited 
to three minutes with the possibility of additional time in cases where members of Council engage 
the speakers with follow-up questions or remarks. The Moderator may restrict repetition of views.  
Speakers are encouraged to provide Council with supporting materials and/or written extensions of 
their statements before, during, or after the Council meeting.

2. Following the deadline for speakers to sign up in the Office of the University Secretary, the 
Chair of Steering and the Moderator of Council will structure the subject matter themes, speakers 
and times for the Open Forum session.  In the event that there is not enough time available at the 
meeting to provide for all those who have requested to speak, the two officers may make selections 
which accommodate the broadest array of issues having important implications for Council’s work 
and represent the breadth of Council’s constituencies. The resulting order of the Open Forum of 
University Council will be made available no later than the Tuesday before the meeting, to be pub-
lished on the Office of the University Secretary website (www.upenn.edu/secretary/council/openfo-
rum.html) and,  if deadline constraints allow, in The Daily Pennsylvanian and Almanac.

3. Speakers’ statements should be framed so as to present policy issues and directed to Univer-
sity Council as a body through the Moderator. The Moderator will have discretion to interrupt state-
ments that are directed against persons and otherwise to maintain the decorum of the meeting, as 
provided for in the Bylaws. In cases where questions or positions can be appropriately addressed by 
members of Council, or where a colloquy would seem to be productive given the time constraints of 
the meeting, the Moderator may recognize members of Council to respond to speakers’ statements, 
with opportunities for follow-up by the speakers.

Ed. Note: See pages 4-5 for the lists of the University Council Members and Committees, 2010-2011. 

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students, and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
e-mail almanac@upenn.edu.

Professor Summers, Law
Clyde W. Sum-

mers, the Jefferson 
B. Fordham Emeri-
tus Professor of Law 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania Law 
School, died October 
30 at the age of 91. 

Born in Montana 
and raised throughout 
the Midwest, Profes-
sor Summers earned 
a bachelor’s degree 
(1939) and a law degree 
(1942) from the Uni-
versity of Illinois.  He 
received a doctorate in 
judicial science from Columbia University in 1952. 

Professor Summers joined the faculty at 
Penn Law in 1975.  Although he formally re-
tired in 1989, he continued to teach full-time un-
til 2005, when he suffered a stroke.  

Before coming to Penn, he taught at the Uni-
versity of Toledo, University of Buffalo and 
Yale University. He had been a visiting profes-
sor at Cornell University, University of Minne-
sota, University of Mississippi, University of 
Puerto Rico, the University of Utah as well as 
Sendai University in Japan and Witwatersand 
University in South Africa. 

Considered to be one of the greatest labor law 
scholars of his generation, he was the author of 
more than 125 articles in law journals and five la-
bor-law and employment-law casebooks. He was 
an expert witness in labor-law litigation and was 
a consultant to state legislatures, including Penn-
sylvania’s, and to the U.S. Department of Labor 
and other government agencies. He served on the 
New York Governor’s Commission on Improper 
Union and Management Practices and the Con-
necticut State Labor Relations Board and was 
president of the International Society for Labor 
and Social Security Law.

Professor Summers was the recipient of 
Guggenheim, Ford, Marshall, Fulbright, and 
National Endowment of Humanities Fellow-
ships and studied in Belgium, Sweden, Germa-
ny and England.  He was awarded honorary de-
grees from the University of Leuven (Belgium), 
University of Stockholm (Sweden) and the Uni-
versity of Illinois. 

He is survived by his wife, Evelyn; sons, 
Mark and Craig; daughters, Erica and Lisa; a 
sister, Majel Drake; and eight grandchildren.

Donations in memory of Professor Sum-
mers may be made to the Peggy Browning 
Fund, which provides fellowships for law stu-
dents dedicated to improving the lives of work-
ers, at 1525 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19102 
or to the Association for Union Democracy, 104 
Montgomery St., Brooklyn, NY 11225.

Clyde Summers

Mr. McBride, Social Policy & Practice
Joseph McBride, 

a part-time professor 
in the School of So-
cial Policy & Practice, 
died November 5 in 
a bicycle accident in 
Upper Makefield. He 
was 58.  

A resident of Ew-
ing, New Jersey, Mr. 
McBride was a grad-
uate of Trenton State 
College, now known as 
the College of New Jer-
sey. He earned his mas-
ters in social work from 

Rutgers University. He joined the School of So-
cial Policy & Practice faculty in 1998. 

In addition to teaching at Penn, Mr. McBride 
had his own private practice for three decades, 

specializing in bereavement and chronic illness.  
He was the former chief social worker and the 
director of social work training at the Philadel-
phia Child Guidance Center and the associate 
director of the Diabetes Center at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. 

He lectured extensively on the areas of fam-
ily and grief, chronic illness, parenting, private 
practice in social work and social work supervi-
sion.  He published articles on funeral homes, 
grief therapy and diabetes.  

Mr. McBride was the recipient of the School 
of Social Policy & Practice’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award in both 2002 and 2003.  

He is survived by his wife, Judy; son, Jared 
and daughter, Jenna. 

Donations in memory of Mr. McBride may 
be sent to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun-
dation, Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter, 225 City 
Line Avenue, Suite #104, Bala Cynwyd, PA 
19004.

Joseph McBride
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Eric Kaplan, asso-
ciate secretary of the 
University, joined De-
velopment and Alum-
ni Relations effective 
November 8 in the 
new role of senior di-
rector of Development 
and Alumni Relations 
for International Insti-
tutional Initiatives.

John Zeller, vice 
president of Develop-
ment and Alumni Re-
lations, said, “Follow-
ing a lengthy analysis 
of our expanding activities in international de-
velopment and alumni relations, we determined 
the need to create a senior position to work with 
partners across the institution and coordinate ma-
jor international initiatives. Eric’s extensive and 
diverse knowledge of Penn, and particularly the 
strong institutional relationships he has formed 
throughout the schools and centers and with key 
leadership, will be valuable assets as DAR in-
tensifies its efforts in development and alum-
ni engagement around the globe. He will work 
closely with the President’s and Provost’s Offic-
es, the Office of International Programs, and our 
schools and centers to leverage DAR programs 
for the benefit of the University.” 

Dr. Kaplan began his Penn career as region-
al director of Admissions in 1994, and served as 
associate dean of Admissions before becoming 
director of Admissions in 2000. In 2003, he was 
named dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at 
Lehigh University. 

He returned to Penn in 2006 as associate 
secretary of the University, where he oversaw 
the daily operations of the Office of the Secre-
tary. Under his guidance, the Office of the Sec-
retary participated in a restructuring effort that 
has enhanced operational efficiency and im-
proved constituency service. In addition to serv-
ing as the principal liaison to the President’s Of-
fice, he managed many aspects of the Univer-
sity’s relationships with Trustees, and worked 
closely with several Overseer Boards, Universi-
ty committees and DAR staff. Dr. Kaplan spent 
the 2007-2008 academic year as Penn’s Interim 
Dean of Admissions.

Dr. Kaplan holds a BA in psychology from 
Connecticut College, an EdM from Harvard 
University in administration, planning, and so-
cial policy, and earned his doctorate in higher 
education management from Penn in 2010. Pri-
or to Penn he worked in admissions and finan-
cial aid at Westbrook College (Portland, ME), 
Boston University, and Brandeis University.

Exceptional Commitment
The fall 2010 Pres-

ident and Provost’s Ci-
tation for Exceptional 
Commitment to Grad-
uate and Professional 
Student Life is being 
presented to Andrew 
Rennekamp, the 2008-
09 Chair of GAPSA. 
The Citation is given 
to graduate or profes-
sional students, upon 
their graduation from 
Penn, who have been  
catalysts for transfor-
mative and lasting new 
developments that have enhanced graduate and 
professional student life at Penn.

A reception to honor Mr. Rennekamp 
will be held on Thursday, November 18 
from 5 until 6 p.m. in the Graduate Stu-
dent Center, room 305, 3615 Locust 
Walk. All members of the University 
community are invited to attend. RSVP 
at www.gsc.upenn.edu/register.

International Institutional InitiativesHonors & Other Things

Eric Kaplan

Andrew Rennekamp

US Commission on Human Rights: 
Ms. Garry

Joan Garry, an adjunct instructor at the An-
nenberg School for Communication, has been 
named to the New Jersey State Advisory Com-
mittee (SAC) by the US Commission on Civil 
Rights. Congress has directed the Commission 
to establish advisory committees in all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia to study issues and 
forward advisory reports to the Commission on 
matters within the agency’s jurisdiction that re-
flect the views of the majority of SAC members 
producing the report.  
Honorary Doctoral Degree: Dr. Katz:

Dr. Elihu Katz, Distinguished Trustee Profes-
sor of Communication in the Annenberg School, 
received an honorary doctoral degree from the 
Université du Québec à Montréal during a con-
ference where he discussed his landmark books 
Personal Influence: The Part Played by People 
in the Flow of Mass Communication and Media 
Events: The Live Broadcasting of History. 
2010 Roland Bainton Award: Dr. Silver

Dr. Larry Silver, Farquhar Professor of Art 
History, has been awarded (with co-author Shel-
ley Perlove of the University of Michigan-Dear-
born) the 2010 Roland Bainton Award for the best 
book in Art and Music History by the Sixteenth 
Century Studies Conference. Their book, Rem-
brandt’s Faith, Church and Temple in the Dutch 
Golden Age, was published by Penn State Univer-
sity Press in 2009. It is the first book to offer a ho-
listic analysis of Rembrandt’s oeuvre of religious 
images in paintings, etchings, and drawings. 
Eisenberg Fellowship

The winners of this year’s Eisenberg Fellow-
ship, sponsored by the Center for Programs in 
Contemporary Writing, are Kimberly Eisler and 
Maggie McGrath. Ms. Eisler, C’11, will work on 
an article about the long-term effects of frater-
nity membership during college. Ms. McGrath, 
C’11, will research and write about the transfor-
mation of abandoned spaces into public parks, 
trails, and museums in American cities. Their 
work will be featured in an event at the Kelly 
Writers House in April. 

Gov. Edward G. Rendell and Judge Marjorie 
O. Rendell, the first lady, honored President Amy 
Gutmann, and Kathleen Hall Jamieson, a pro-
fessor in the Annenberg School for Communica-
tion, as Distinguished Daughters of Pennsylva-
nia. Six other women were also recognized.

Dr. Gutmann was recognized for her leader-
ship of Penn and her commitment to increasing 
access.  Since becoming president in 2004, she has 
eliminated student loans for eligible undergradu-
ates, increased undergraduate financial aid by 78% 
and helped raise nearly $250 million to date for fi-
nancial aid for undergraduate students.   

Dr. Jamieson is the Elizabeth Ware Packard 
Professor of Communication and director of the 
Annenberg Public Policy Center at Penn. She is 
an expert on political communication and has 
written 15 books on political science and com-
munication, most recently The Obama Victory: 
How Media, Money and Messages Shaped the 
2008 Election, in 2010.
Penn Museum: ici Mobile App Award

Penn Museum is the winner of the 2010 ici 
Mobile App Award for the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion. The award, offered by ici, is valued at 
$50,000. The contest was open to nonprofit arts 
and cultural organizations operating in the Mid-
Atlantic region offering publicly accessible pro-
gramming or services. 

According to the Penn Museum, its mobile 
app “will extend our reach beyond our existing 
social media platforms. The mobile app will ‘cu-
rate’ the visitor experience and make our win-
dow on the world a bit more transparent. Down-
load free podcasts and videos of lectures, and 
browse our collections and archival materials 
from our 120 year history in some of the most 
important excavations around the globe.”

Distinguished Daughters of PA: 
Drs. Gutmann & Jamieson

Amy Gutmann Kathleen Hall Jamieson

(Above) A winner of an AIA award, the “Out on a 
Limb” structure is a 450-foot long walkway that 
soars 50 feet above the ground that’s part of the 
Tree Adventure exhibit at the Morris Arboretum.

2010 Architectural Excellence Award
Several structures on Penn’s campus, as well 

as those affiliated with Penn, received the 2010 
Architectural Excellence Award from AIA Phil-
adelphia (American Institute of Architects). See 
www.aiapa.org for pictures of the structures. 
Penn’s winners are: 

“Out on a Limb” tree canopy walk at the 
Morris Arboretum designed by Metcalfe Archi-
tecture & Design

The Annenberg Public Policy Center de-
signed by Maki and Associates and Ballinger

The Radian designed by Erdy McHenry Ar-
chitecture, LLC

The Mask and Wig Club renovation designed 
by Matthew Millan Architects
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Membership of University Council, 2010–2011

COUNCIL

Faculty Senate officers are italicized. Asterisk [*] indicates observer status.

Members of the Administration
Amy Gutmann
Joan Hendricks
Charles Howard
Denis Kinane
Anita Mastroieni 
Andrew Porter
Vincent Price
Thomas Robertson
Maureen Rush
Valarie Swain-Cade McCoullum
Marilyn Jordan Taylor

Elected by Faculty At Large
(Faculty Senate Officers Are Indicated)
Camille Charles, Chair-Elect
Robert Hornik, Chair
Harvey Rubin, Past-Chair
Kelly Jordan-Sciutto, Secretary
Karin McGowan, Secretary-Elect

Elected by Faculty Constituency
Term Expires May 2011
1. Katherine Sender
3. Deborah Thomas
7. Gerald Prince
9. Chi-ming Yang
11. Jamal Elias
12. Robert Hollebeek
13. Robert Vitalis
15. Janice Madden
17. Shaun Harper
19. Jonathan Smith
21. Tom Baker
24. Daniel Langleben
25. Brian M. Salzberg
27. Michael McGarvey
29. Evan Siegelman
31. Femida Handy
36. Sigal Barsade

Term Expires May 2012
2. Robert St. George
4. Jim Haglund
5. Mecky Pohlschroder
6. Ivan Dmochowski
8. Harold Cole
10. Susan Suave-Meyer
14. TBD
16. Ellis Golub
18. Ravi Radhakrishnan
20. Annette Fierro
22. John Holmes
23. Robert Gaiser
26. Martin Keane
28. Ian Krantz
30. Barbra M. Wall
32. John Wolfe
33. Raymond Boston
34. Steve Kimbrough
35. Phil Nichols

Assistant Professors
Term Expires 2011
Sigal Ben-Porath
Kristen Harknett 
Term Expires 2012
Joseph Straton

Junior and Research Faculty 
Members
Term Expires May 2011
Valerie Cotter
Term Expires May 2012
Ellen Giarelli

Graduate/Professional Students
Anthony Altimore
Suzanne Bratt, GAPSA Vice Chair
Tom Byrne
Julie Crudele
Ehriel Fannin
Liz Feldmeier
Jeff Li
Maria Murray
Kelly Nealis
Scott Ordway
Elizabeth Roodhouse
Lee Solomon
Emma Stanley
Ashley Ward
Maher Zamel, GAPSA Chair

Undergraduate Students
Matt Amalfitano, UA President
Carolina Costa, AIS
Wendy de La Rosa, Latino 
Coalition
Nicole Dillard, CHAC
Tyler Ernst, UA
Jason Goodman, Lambda Alliance
Rohan Grover, APSC
Ryan Houston, UA
Nigel Lam, UA
GJ Melendez-Torres, UA
Roxana Moussavian, MSA
Mark Pan, UA Vice-President
Evan Schoenbach, PRISM
Jake Shuster, UA
Jeffrey Tillus, UMOJA

Penn Professional Staff Assembly
Laurie McCall, Chair
Glenn Stieffenhofer, Chair-Elect

Librarians Assembly
Jon Shaw

Weekly-Paid Penn Professional 
Staff Assembly
Michelle Wells Lockett, Chair
Karima Williams, Chair-Elect

United Minorities Council
Jacqueline Chaudhry

ROTC Representative
Colonel Stephen D. Marchioro, 
USMC*

Moderator
Reed Pyeritz*

Parliamentarian
Marjorie Hassen*

Secretary
Leslie Laird Kruhly*

Steering Committee
 The Steering Committee shall 
consist of the president of the Uni-
versity, the provost, the chair, the 
chair-elect and the past chair of the 
Faculty Senate, the chair of the Un-
dergraduate Assembly, the chair of 
the Graduate and Professional Stu-
dent Assembly, the chair of the 
Penn Professional Staff Assembly, 
and the chair of the Weekly-Paid 
Penn Professional Staff Assembly. 
Drawn from the Council member-
ship there shall be in addition four 
faculty members, one graduate/
professional student, and one un-
dergraduate student elected by the 
respective governing bodies, as 
well as one additional member of 
the Penn Professional Staff Assem-
bly, and one additional member 
of the Weekly-Paid Penn Profes-
sional Staff Assembly, each elect-
ed by their representative assem-
blies. The chair of the Faculty Sen-
ate shall be the chair of the Steer-
ing Committee. In the absence of 
the chair, or at the request of the 
chair, the chair-elect shall serve 
as chair of the Steering Commit-
tee. The Council moderator will be 
an official observer at meetings of 
the Steering Committee. The secre-
tary of the Council shall serve as 
secretary of the Steering Commit-
tee. Members of the Steering Com-
mittee may attend the meetings of 
Council committees.

–Council Bylaws

Members of 
Steering Committee
Matthew Amalfitano
Suzanne Bratt
Camille Charles, Chair-Elect
Amy Gutmann
Shaun Harper
Robert Hollebeek
Robert Hornik, Chair
Laurie McCall
Michael McGarvey
Mark Pan
Vincent Price
Harvey Rubin, Past-Chair
Glenn Stieffenhofer
Deborah Thomas
Michelle Wells Lockett
Karima Williams
Maher Zamel

Penn Association for 
Senior & Emeritus Faculty
Henry Teune, PASEF Representative

Members of Council 
Faculty: Forty-five members of the 
Executive Committee of the Faculty 
Senate. The Faculty Senate shall in-
sure that each faculty is represented 
and that at least three assistant pro-
fessors serve on the Council. The 
members of the Faculty Senate Ex-
ecutive Committee who are mem-
bers of the Council shall otherwise 
be chosen in accordance with the 
rules of the Faculty Senate.
 One full-time lecturer and one 
full-time member of the research 
faculty to be selected to serve two-
year terms by vote facilitated by 
the Office of the Secretary in con-
sultation with the Steering Com-
mittee of the full-time lecturers and 
research faculty, respectively, from 
a slate consisting of the five lectur-
ers, and the five members of the re-
search faculty receiving the larg-
est number of nominations by lec-
turers and members of the research 
faculty. If the Steering Committee 
receives fewer than five nomina-
tions for either group, additional 
nominations shall be solicited from 
the constituency representatives of 
the Senate Executive Committee.
Administrative and Staff: Eleven 
administrative officers, including 
the president, the provost, and nine 
members of the administration to be 
appointed annually by the president, 
at least five of whom shall be deans 
of faculties.
 Two elected representatives of 
the Penn Professional Staff Assem-
bly. One elected representative of the 
Librarians Assembly. Two elected 
representatives of the Weekly-Paid 
Penn Professional Staff Assembly.
Students: Fifteen graduate and pro-
fessional students elected as mem-
bers of the Graduate and Profession-
al Student Assembly. The Graduate 
and Professional Student Assembly 
shall insure that, to the extent possi-
ble, each school is represented. The 
members of the Graduate and Pro-
fessional Student Assembly who are 
members of the Council shall other-
wise be chosen in accordance with 
the rules of the Graduate and Pro-
fessional Students Assembly.
 Fifteen undergraduate students 
elected as members of the Under-
graduate Assembly. The Under-
graduate Assembly shall insure 
that, to the extent possible, each un-
dergraduate school is represented. 
The members of the Undergraduate 
Assembly who are members of the 
Council shall otherwise be chosen 
in accordance with the rules of the 
Undergraduate Assembly.
 One elected representative of 
the United Minorities Council.

–Council Bylaws

For more information  
regarding University Council, 
including Status Reports and 

Resolutions, see the  
Council website: 

www.upenn.edu/secretary/
council/index.html
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University Council Committees, 2010–2011
Standing Committees

COUNCIL

University Council 
Meetings

Following are the dates 
for meetings of the Univer-
sity Council, which are open 
to observers who register 
their intention to attend by 
calling the Office of the Uni-
versity Secretary in advance 
(215) 898-7005.

December 8, 2010
February 2, 2011
March 2, 2011
March 30, 2011
April 27, 2011
All meetings are held 

on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 
in Bodek Lounge, Houston 
Hall. The agenda will be an-
nounced in Almanac prior to 
each meeting. Council meet-
ing coverage is also pub-
lished in Almanac in the issue 
following the meeting.

Academic & Related 
Affairs
Chair: Michael Topp
Liaison: Karen Lawrence
Staff: Ralph Dispigno
Faculty:
Kathleen Boesze-Battaglia
Nancy Hanrahan
Paula Henthorn
Jon Merz
Paul Shaman
Joseph Turow
John Vohs
Graduate Students:
Michael Kelly-Sell
Maria Murray
Undergraduate Students:
Daniel Urgelles
Charles Gray
PPSA:
Laura Foltman
Jon Shaw
WPPSA:
Suzanne Oh
Peter Rockett

Campus & Community 
Life
Chair: Philip Nichols
Liaison: Ajay Nair
Staff: Lisa Payakovich
Faculty:
Kent Bream
Andrea Doyle
Kathleen Hall
Judd Hollander
Chanita Hughes-Halbert
Eileen Sullivan-Marx
Henry Teune
Graduate Students:
Emily Joy Rothchild
Felicia Yen
Undergraduate Students:
Elizabeth Qian
Mo Shahin
PPSA:
Gail Oberton
Chris Pastore
WPPSA:
Joyce Woodward Jones
Loretta Hauber

Diversity and Equity
Chair: Nancy Tkacs
Liaison: Lubna Mian
Staff: Gail Oberton
Faculty:
Tulia Falleti 
John Jackson
Grace Kao
Lisa Lewis
Anna Malykhina
Yvonne Paterson
Robert Preucel
Graduate Students:
Henry Friedman
Sandya Ajith
Undergraduate Students:
Wendy de la Rosa
Sasha Lagombra
PPSA:
Delores Magobet
Diane Sandefur
WPPSA:
Connie Gordon 
Michelle Wells Lockett

Facilities
Chair: Michael McGarvey
Liaison: David Hollenberg
Staff: Taylor Berkowitz
Faculty:
Charles Branas
Fermida Handy
Janine Remillard
Witold Rybczynski
Bernard Shapiro
Walter Wales
Rachel Weinberger
Graduate Students:
David Streim
Henry Friedman
Undergraduate Students:
Jon Monfred
Edward Ober
PPSA:
Lisa Anzalone
Ellen Mueller
WPPSA:
Steven Hauber
Linda Satchell

Personnel Benefits
Chair: David Pope
Liaisons: 
Susan Sproat
Jack Heuer
Staff: Amy Coe
Faculty:
Tom Baker
Erling Boe
William Dailey 
Howard Goldfine
Scott Harrington
Ingrid Waldron
Barbara Wall 
PPSA:
Victoria Mulhern
Eleanor Rupis
Jared Susco
WPPSA:
Peter Rockett
Linda Satchell
Karima Williams

Committee on 
Committees
Chair: Robert Hornik
Staff:  
Sue White
Brenda Brand
Faculty:
Camille Charles
Shaun Harper
Robert Hollebeek
Michael McGarvey
Harvey Rubin
Deborah Thomas
Graduate Student:
Henry Friedman
Undergraduate Student:
Nicholas Greif
PPSA:
Glenn Stieffenhofer
WPPSA:
Loretta Hauber

Independent Committees
Honorary Degrees
Chair: Carol Ann Muller
Liaison: Eric Kaplan
Staff: Lynne Sniffen
Faculty:
Garret Fitzgerald
Jean Lemaire
Carolyn Marvin
Phil Rea
Therese Richmond
Amos Smith
Tukufu Zuberi
Graduate Students:
Andy Fenelon
Maher Zamel
Undergraduate Students:
2 TBD
PPSA:
David Azzolina
WPPSA:
Michelle Wells Lockett

Open Expression
Chair: Claire Finkelstein
Staff: Lisa Payakovich
Faculty:
Mary Ersek
Matt Hartley
Gary Hatfield
Robert Hollebeek
Claire Mitchell
Sheila Murnaghan
Hillary Nelson
Graduate Students:
Gaston de los Reyes
Jillian Popadak
Felicia Yen
Undergraduate Students:
Zev Fagin
Lavinia Seow
Amanda Young
PPSA:
Diana Richie
WPPSA: 
Donna Gladstone

Annual Report of the Steering Committee of 
University Council, 200 9-2010

Prepared by the Office of the University Secretary
The 32nd annual report of the Steering Committee of the Uni-

versity Council, prepared in accordance with a requirement in the 
Council Bylaws. Section V. (d) of the Council Bylaws states: (d) 
The Steering Committee shall publish an annual report to the Uni-
versity community. This report, to be published early in the aca-
demic year, shall include a review of the previous year’s Council 
deliberations (highlighting both significant discussions and the for-
mal votes taken on matters of substance) and a survey of major is-
sues to be taken up by the Council during the coming year.

The annual report is published online on the Council website; to 
see the full schedule of Council meetings, as well as links to other im-
portant documents see www.upenn.edu/secretary/council/index.html

2010-2011 Schedule of 
Council Discussions

December 8, 2010
• Update on Penn’s Relationship 
With West Philadelphia: Recent Suc-
cesses, Current Opportunities and 
Challenges Going Forward

February 2, 2011
• Review of Penn’s Current Ap-
proach to “In Loco Parentis,” and 
the University’s Efforts to Resolve 
and Avoid Crisis, Either On- or Off-
Campus

March 2, 2011
• Review of Diversity Pipeline Ini-
tiatives Throughout University
• Open Forum

March 30, 2011
• Reports on Budgets and Plans for 
the Next Academic Year

April 27, 2011
• Presentation of Final Committee 
Reports
• Discussion of Potential Focus Is-
sues for the 2011-2012 Academic Year
• Discussion of Potential Commit-
tee Charges for the 2011-2012 Aca-
demic Year
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

See www.upenn.edu/pennsway

Grand Prize 
(November 15-19, Drawing December 6):

Business Services/Computer Connection: 
Apple iPad Bundle (valued at $999) 
Note: This individual raffle prize is valued at 
more than $100 and so is subject to income tax. 
The prize winner should contact Tracy Hawkins to 
confirm his/her willingness to accept the prize, and 
will receive more information at that time.

Penn’s Way Raffle 

Penn Press announces the debut of its new-
est peer-reviewed journal, Humanity: An Inter-
national Journal 
of Human Rights, 
Humanitarianism, 
and Development, 
edited by Samu-
el Moyn, profes-
sor of history at 
Columbia Univer-
sity. Humanity is 
a semiannual pub-
lication dedicated 
to publishing orig-
inal research and 
reflection on hu-
man rights, human-
itarianism and development. An interdisciplin-
ary enterprise, Humanity draws from a variety 
of fields, including anthropology, law, literature, 
history, philosophy and politics, and examines 
the intersections between them. Articles in the 
Fall 2010 issue covered topics ranging from hu-
man rights mainstreaming as a strategy for insti-
tutional power; to comparing methods of man-
aging infectious disease on a global scale; to the 
realities of working as an unembedded journal-
ist in Iraq. Articles are available for browsing at 
http://humanityjournal.org.  

Penn Press also publishes Dissent magazine 
as well as nine other scholarly peer-reviewed 
journals in the fields of intellectual history, Jew-
ish studies, American history, Hispanic and Lu-
so-Brazilian studies, and eighteenth century 
studies, among others. The Press will launch a 
new journal in the field of historic preservation, 
Change Over Time, in spring of 2011. For more 
information, visit http://journals.pennpress.org.

For additional tips, see the One Step 
Ahead link on the Information Security web-
site: www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

Tax Exemption for Graduate
 Tuition Benefit to Expire

If you are currently enrolled in or are consid-
ering enrolling in a graduate program at Penn, 
we want to make you aware of the pending ex-
piration of the tax exemption currently offered 
under IRS Code, Section 127. Keep in mind that 
Penn’s tuition benefit for faculty and staff is not 
changing. You’ll still receive the exact same 
benefit as you did before. However, the expira-
tion of the tax exemption will affect the taxabili-
ty of your tuition benefit. This exemption allows 
faculty and staff to receive up to $5,250 in tax-
free graduate tuition benefits each calendar year.

The exemption is set to expire on December 
31, 2010. Unless Congress renews the exemp-
tion, your 2011 tuition benefit will be considered 
taxable income from the first dollar. Because 
Congress has not indicated whether the exemp-
tion will be renewed, the Tuition Benefit Office 
will treat your entire Spring 2011 benefit as tax-
able income. Please be prepared for the addition-
al balance on your student account due to with-
holding from the elimination of the $5,250 ex-
emption. We’re making you aware of this now so 
you have time to consider how it will affect you 
well in advance of the Course Selection Period 
deadline for spring term. If Congress renews the 
exemption after you have paid your spring term 
bill, we’ll adjust your withholding calculations 
and reimburse your student account. 

Please understand that this is a federal regula-
tion and not a change in Penn policy. For more in-
formation on the graduate tuition benefit, visit the 
Human Resources website at www.hr.upenn.edu/
benefits/tuition/FAQGraduateTuitionTax.aspx. 

—Division of Human Resources

Shipping Data Safely
In an age of e-mail and storage appli-

cations, we often think only of “sending” 
confidential data electronically and se-
cure ways to do so. In fact, some facul-
ty and staff actually have a need to phys-
ically ship or “snail mail” data—on CD-
ROMs, flash drives, hard drives, paper 
and other physical media—to collabo-
rators, government agencies, and maybe 
even themselves.  

If you need to ship confidential infor-
mation, think about the following:

First, consider less risky alternatives.  
You may not need to actually ship data on 
physical media to reach the desired des-
tination. Secure electronic file transfers 
are quite common and can be arranged 
by your Local Support Provider. This is 
much less risky and should be used when-
ever possible.  

If you must ship the data and the data 
is sensitive “breach notification data”— 
including Social Security numbers, cred-
it card or bank account information and 
certain health information—you must en-
crypt it. Failure to do so, and any loss of 
that data, can cause significant privacy 
harm and will likely require a notification 
be sent to affected individuals. Encrypt-
ing the data is an easy and critical solu-
tion to these problems. Even with other 
types of sensitive information, encrypting 
the data is highly recommended.

Data can be encrypted with PGP soft-
ware and then saved to CD-ROMs, flash 
drives, hard drives and other electronic 
media. Contact your Local Support Pro-
vider for assistance.

Alternatively, encrypted flash drives 
can be purchased at a low cost. See for 
example Iron Key flash drives at www.
ironkey.com.

If you cannot encrypt the data you 
must ship, for example, because it is on 
paper:

Verify the recipient’s most direct ad-
dress before sending.

For domestic mail, send certified mail 
with restricted delivery. For shipping in-
ternationally, send registered mail with 
restricted delivery.  

This way, the person the package is 
addressed to will be the only one who can 
sign for it and you will receive a “return 
receipt” confirming that the delivery has 
been made. You can also track the pack-
age online at www.usps.com.  

Contact Penn Mail Services (215-898-
MAIL) to arrange for these more secure 
shipment options.

New Journal: Humanity

Week Five Winners
(November 1-5, Drawing November 8):

Megan Cameron, Pennsylvania Hospital— 
Marathon Grill:  Gift Certificate

Marisa Marcin, School of Medicine—Aun-
tie Anne’s: Pretzel Party

Beverly Ptashkin, HUP—Dante & Luigi’s:  
$25 gift certificate

Corinthia Carr, HUP—Beijing Restaurant:  
Gift Certificate

Laurie Zimmerman, School of Medicine— 
World Café Live: Gift Certificate for two tickets

Ann Domski, HUP—Bon Appétit at Penn 
Dining: Lunch for two 

Tamika Cashaw, HUP—Business Services:  
Morris Arboretum: One Family Membership

Molly O’Brien, HUP—Business Services/Penn 
Publication Services: Penn Photography Book

Kate Ledwith, School of Medicine—Busi-
ness Services/Penn Ice Rink: 10 Admission 
Coupon Booklet

Penn’s Theatre Arts Program Presents: Urine-
town, starting tonight, November 16, through 
Saturday, November 20, at the Bruce Montgom-
ery Theatre, Annenberg Center at 8 p.m. Tickets, 
$10, $8/PennCard, www.annenbergcenter.org. 
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The University of Pennsylvania’s journal of record, opinion and 
news	 is	published	Tuesdays	during	 the	academic	 year,	 and	as	
needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic editions 
on the Internet (accessible through the PennWeb) include HTML 
and Acrobat versions of the print edition, and interim information 
may be posted in electronic-only form. Guidelines for readers and 
contributors are available on request and online.

EDITOR Marguerite F. Miller
ASSOCIATE	EDITOR		 Natalie	S.	Woulard
ASSISTANT	EDITOR	 Andrea	Tursi
STUDENT	ASSISTANTS	 Kelly	R.	Bannan,	Laura	E.	Crockett,	
 Catherine A. Imms
ALMANAC	ADVISORY	BOARD:	For	the	Faculty	Senate,	Martin	Pring	
(chair), Sunday Akintoye, Helen Davies, Al Filreis, Carey Mazer, Devra 
Moehler.	For	the	Administration,	Lori	N.	Doyle.	For	the	Staff	Assem-
blies,	 Nancy	McCue,	 PPSA;	Michelle	Wells	 Lockett,	WPPSA;	 Jon	
Shaw,	Librarians	Assembly.
The University of Pennsylvania values diversity and seeks tal-
ented students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. The 
University of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
creed, national or ethnic origin, citizenship status, age, disabili-
ty, veteran status or any other legally protected class status in the 
administration	of	its	admissions,	financial	aid,	educational	or	ath-
letic programs, or other University-administered programs or in 
its employment practices. Questions or complaints regarding this 
policy should be directed to Sam Starks, Executive Director of the 
Office	 of	Affirmative	Ac-
tion and Equal Opportu-
nity Programs, Sansom 
Place East, 3600 Chest-
nut Street, Suite 228, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-
6106; or (215) 898-6993 
(Voice)	 or	 (215)	 898-
7803 (TDD). 

3910	Chestnut	Street,	2nd	floor
Philadelphia, PA 19104-3111
Phone: (215) 898-5274 or 5275 FAX: (215) 898-9137
E-Mail: almanac@upenn.edu
URL: www.upenn.edu/almanac

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report:	Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus report for November 1-7 2010.	Also	reported	were	16 crimes against property (including 14 thefts 
and 2 cases of fraud). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v57/n12/creport.html. 
Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	November 1-7, 2010. The University 
Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street in con-
junction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	public	
safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	concerns	
or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
11	 incidents	with	2	arrests	 (including	7	 robberies	and	4	aggravated	assaults)	were	 reported	between	  

November 1-7, 2010 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to 
Woodland Avenue.

AT PENN Deadlines 
The November AT PENN calendar is online, at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac. 
The deadline for the January AT PENN calen-

dar is December 7. The deadline for the weekly 
Update is each Monday for the following week’s 
issue. Events are subject to change. Info. can be 
found on the sponsoring department’s website, which 
are listed in parentheses. For locations, call (215) 
898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu.

Update
November AT PENN

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•
Almanac is not responsible for contents 

of	classified	ad	material.	

Is Your Blood Pressure Borderline High? 
Would	You	 Like	To	Try	 Controlling	 It	 Naturally	
With Lifestyle Changes? Penn researchers are 
conducting a study examining the effects of 
yoga,	 walking	 and	 nutrition	 on	 lowering	 blood	
pressure. If you are not currently on a blood 
pressure medication or taking regular yoga 
classes and over 18 years of age, call the 
LIMBS Study Coordinator at (215) 615-6570 or 
visit	the	website:	http://limbs.cohenhtn.com.

Update Your Department’s 
Almanac Mailing Label

Help Almanac keep its mailing list up-to-date. 
Please provide us with any updates to your depart-
ment’s mailing label including changes in the num-
ber of issues your department/center receives and/
or changes to the mailing address and contact per-
son. Changes can be submitted by fax, (215) 898-
9137; e-mail, almanac@upenn.edu; or through in-
tramural mail, 3910 Chestnut St., 2nd fl./3111.

Please consider the environment and our free 
online alternatives, such as E-Almanac, and ask 
your colleagues if they would still like to receive 
a hard copy. To start getting Almanac delivered by 
e-mail with teasers linked to the newly posted ma-
terial, see www.upenn.edu/almanac/express.html.

  —Ed.

How does your brain respond to food? 
An	NIH-funded	research	study	is	seeking	right-
handed	 women,	 age	 21-45	 years,	 who	 are	 at	
least	 50	 pounds	 overweight.	 	 Study	 involves	
three visits over an 18 month period for MRI 
brain	 scans	 and	 blood	 draws.	 Participants	will	
be compensated for their time. For information, 
please	contact	Emily	VanderMeer	at	University	
of Pennsylvania Center for Weight and Eating 
Disorders at (215) 746-7342 or at vemily@mail.
med.upenn.edu.

Traffic Advisory from Penn Public Safety
The Division of Public Safety has been notified that, due to ongoing construction that 

began Wednesday, November 10, 2010 and will continue through approximately March 4, 
2011, 37th Street is closed, between Sansom and Walnut Streets, to all vehicular traffic. This 
closure is in effect 24/7 until the conclusion of the project.

ON STAGE
18 Strictly Funk Presents: The Asylum; avant-
garde fusion dance troupe; 9 p.m.; Iron Gate The-
atre; $12/door, $10/advance. Also November 19 
and 20, 8 p.m. (PAC).

Quadramics Theatre Company Presents: Mr. 
Marmalade; 7 p.m.; Class of ’49 Auditorium, 
Houston Hall; $7. Also November 19, 9 p.m. and 
November 20, 2 p.m. (PAC).

Pennyloafers Present: The Loafers Wanted: Bread 
or Alive; 8 p.m.; Dunlop Auditorium, Stemmler Hall; 
$10/door, $8/advance. Also November 20 (PAC).
19 PennSori Fall Show; Korean a cappella; 8 
p.m.; Rainey Auditorium, Penn Museum; $10/door, 
$8/advance. Also November 20, 8 p.m. (PAC).
 West Philly Swingers Present “The Man Your 
Man Could Swing Like;” 8 p.m.; Harold Prince 
Theatre, Annenberg Center. Also November 20, 7 
p.m. (PAC). 
20 African American Arts Alliance (4A) Pres-
ents: Flyin’ West by Pearl Cleage; 1:30 and 8:30 
p.m.; Harold Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; 
$10/door, $8/advance (PAC).  

TALK
16 Women Abroad: Tools and Tips for the Pre-
pared Traveler; 6 p.m.; Penn Women’s Center; 
RSVP: assist@exchange.upenn.edu (PWC).

11/02/10	 4:04	PM	 3401	Walnut	St	 Male	wanted	on	warrant/Arrest
11/07/10	 1:57	AM	 4000	Sansom	St	 Male	observed	violating	city	ordinance/Arrest
11/07/10	 1:58	AM	 3800	Woodland	Walk	 Female	was	driving	under	the	influence/Arrest

11/01/10	 8:00	PM	 217	S	42nd	St	 Aggravated	Assault
11/02/10	 10:30	PM	 4300	Market	St	 Robbery
11/03/10	 8:30	PM	 4600	Chester	St	 Robbery
11/04/10	 10:30	PM	 4800	Walton	Ave	 Robbery
11/05/10	 2:50	AM	 4500	St	Marks	St	 Robbery
11/06/10	 9:55	PM	 4800	Walnut	St	 Robbery
11/06/10	 11:00	PM	 4406	Chestnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
11/07/10	 12:12	AM	 4800	Baltimore	Ave	 Aggravated	Assault
11/07/10	 1:50	AM	 4400	Market	St	 Aggravated	Assault
11/07/10	 10:15	AM	 451	University	Ave	 Robbery
11/07/10	 12:15	PM	 5004	Hazel	Ave	 Robbery/Arrest

Thanksgiving Break Special Checks
Dear Students, Faculty and Staff:

Thanksgiving Break 2010 (5 p.m. Wednes-
day, November 24, 2010, through 7 p.m. Sun-
day, November 28, 2010) is approaching quick-
ly. Traditionally, this is a time of lower occu-
pancy and greater opportunity for crime. There-
fore, we need to be more safety and security 
conscious. 

In order to reduce the opportunity for crime 
(criminal mischief, burglaries, etc.), the Divi-
sion of Public Safety is again offering to con-
duct Special Checks of Residential Properties 
during the timeframe 5 p.m. Monday, Novem-
ber 24 to 7 p.m. Sunday, November 28. Stu-
dents, faculty and staff who live within the fol-
lowing geographical boundaries—Schuylkill 
River to 43rd Street and Baltimore Avenue to 
Market Street—may list their residence with 
the Penn Police Department for Special Checks 
during the period it will be vacant. 

Penn Police officers will periodically check 
the exterior of the property for signs of crimi-
nal activity or security breaches. If any are dis-
covered, the officers will take appropriate action 
with subsequent notification to the listed occu-
pant. If you would like to list your residence 
for Special Checks during Thanksgiving Break, 
you may do so via the web or in person. Visit 
www.publicsafety.upenn.edu, click on “Forms” 
on the left hand side and choose “Request for 
Special Property Check.” To register in person 
please pick up an application at the Penn Police 
Headquarters, 4040 Chestnut Street. You need 
to complete and return the application prior to 
vacating the premise. 

Wishing you delicious food and quiet mo-
ments with family and friends, 

—Patricia Brennan, Director of Special
 Services, Division of Public Safety
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Getting Students to Think About the Place Where They Are

This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Domenic Vitiello is Assistant Professor of City Planning (School of Design) and Urban Studies (SAS)

Domenic Vitiello

Sometimes I joke that students take my classes because we take field trips.  
I occasionally wonder how much of their motivation lies in the reprieve from 
a windowless classroom or the dinners and shopping of those who linger after 
trips to Chinatown or the Italian Market. My own motivations for the trips lie 
in the additional layers of complexity that the city, its built environment, peo-
ple, and institutions, offer to the project of getting students to think critically 
and contextually.  Pushing students to connect class readings and other materi-
als to what we see, hear, and “read” in neighborhoods helps develop more nu-
anced, sophisticated analysts and problem solvers. Working through the com-
plex, sometimes-disorienting challenges of making sense of cities, urban life, 
and urban problems can also help students locate themselves in the world, in 
personal and professional terms. Yet like other subjects or course materials, 
employing the city as a teaching tool or laboratory for learning carries its own 
risks.  Some are mildly amusing, while others have greater consequences.

For undergraduate Urban Studies students, the ability to read broad social 
and economic patterns in the built environment is a vital literacy. This is an in-
tensely local project of analysis property-by-property and sometimes crack-by-
crack in old buildings. But by looking closely at a site or neighborhood it also 
enables them to locate places – and themselves – in the world. My class The 
Industrial Metropolis (URBS 103) introduces first- and second-year students 
to U.S. urban economic history and geography from European colonization to 
global warming. Our first trip is designed for students to begin the process of 
reading a place and locating it in the world economy. Visiting the Newlin Grist 
Mill in a bucolic corner of Delaware County, we explore the architectural ar-
chaeology of buildings erected and changed over centuries. This tends to elicit 
scratching of heads as to what this has to do with urban studies. It forces stu-
dents to make sense of how the rural periphery relates to the urban core, and 
how processing industries began to build a more complex economy that re-
shaped the region’s role in the Atlantic economy. Complemented by readings 
about Manchester’s industrialization and its links to the British Empire, and by 
maps that locate Newlin in the Philadelphia region, the trip initiates a semester-
long process of tracing connections at multiple scales.

Our next trip is to Old City, which makes more visceral sense but is chal-
lenging for other reasons. This time students’ confusion comes from the hand-
outs, 11x17 inch photocopies of c.1900 fire insurance atlases. This is the first 
part of an introduction to documentary sources whose analysis helps us recon-
struct urbanization and inform our place in time. Presented with the task of lo-
cating where we are on the map and what all the buildings around us were, stu-
dents learn how old maps can help us interpret what we see today and also to 
reconstruct what is no longer visible on the ground.

For the major research paper in the class, each student conducts a fine-
grained analysis of a Philadelphia industrial district from the Civil War to the 
Great Depression. They must decipher multiple sources and the relationships 
between them. While atlases help them track changes in economic geography 
and physical development, census records and factory inspectors’ reports allow 
them to reconstruct who lived and worked in East Falls, Kensington, or Spring 
Garden. The final product is a detailed portrait of industrial restructuring and 
corresponding changes in the labor market, demographics, and urban land-
scape. Students tend to emerge somewhat exhausted, partly from reading nine-
teenth century script, but generally satisfied with what they have accomplished 
using a set of primary sources that seemed indecipherable just a few weeks ear-
lier. Their ability to triangulate primary sources to construct coherent analysis 
gives most confidence that they can tackle sophisticated research in any num-
ber of disciplines. This capacity to connect disparate information seems an im-
portant part of developing students’ critical thinking in all sorts of fields.

The city also helps many students develop a more grounded sense of them-
selves and their subjects, whether academic or professional.  For the Masters 
students I teach in City Planning, integrated analysis of the multiple layers 
of cities tends to be computerized these days, and seemingly easy, thanks to 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). But as with any quantitative or geo-
graphic information, the data itself is an abstract representation of reality. With 
this generation of students thoroughly engrossed in digital communication and 
analysis, we run the risk of training “Nintendo planners” with limited abilities 
to make sense of things the data cannot capture. GIS is a wonderful tool, but 

too many plans and public policies today are generated simply from behind a 
computer screen. Immersion in the city itself helps overcome these pitfalls.  It 
compels students to wrestle with challenges whose messiness is often obscured 
by the bright colors and clean lines on their maps. It enables them to connect 
patterns displayed on maps to direct experience of people and places.

In Metropolitan Food Systems (CPLN 621), we train professional plan-
ners to analyze and repair our broken food systems. The major project in the 
class is a Community Food Assessment, a mode of analysis that attempts to 
capture the whole food environment of a neighborhood. GIS and administra-
tive data are critical to this endeavor, especially for characterizing demograph-
ic, economic, transportation, and other broad patterns. Readily available data 
on stores, however, tells us little more than their location, square footage, and 
gross sales.  This does not reveal what sorts of food are available, the quality 
or cost of that food, nor people’s experience of shopping and eating. Nor does 
it reveal anything about the vast landscape of food cupboards, community gar-
dens, and off-the-books vendors such as the produce trucks that set up on cor-
ners throughout the city. For this information, students need to connect with 
food relief and other civic organizations, and go out into the field to record their 
observations block by block.

Engaging substantially in the iterative, deductive process of systematical-
ly gathering field data “on the ground” can help students learn to analyze data 
in more nuanced and critical fashion. This year we partnered with The Food 
Trust’s Healthy Corner Stores Initiative, which is expanding to push fresh food 
and social marketing into over 1,000 stores in Philadelphia. Working in two 
zip codes, students documented the availability, prices, and quality of different 
foods, and whether stores accept food stamps or vouchers from the Women In-
fants and Children nutrition program.  They spoke with storeowners, employ-
ees, and sometimes customers, and observed people’s shopping behavior.  This 
enabled students to transcend the current “popular wisdom” that corner stores 
are simply bad places with bad food that fuel the inner city’s obesity epidem-
ic and related public health crises. One team that spent some quality time in 
the Hunting Park section of upper North Philadelphia found that certain stores 
serve as vital centers of community, sites of healthy interaction, social support, 
and safety in a neighborhood that lacks many other amenities.

Taking or sending Penn students to poor neighborhoods in the city helps 
develop important forms of literacy as well as sensibilities. Systematically an-
alyzing why inner city communities look and act like they do (usually with the 
help of readings from history or sociology) helps unpack common assump-
tions about why “this looks like a bad neighborhood.” Sensitizing our mostly 
white, privileged students to places they often only pass through on the train 
tends to be a humanizing experience. A more complex understanding, and of-
ten a bit of empathy, can go a long way toward preparing better analysts, prob-
lem solvers, and future decision makers. For many students, it informs an im-
portant and often challenging process of locating themselves in the world in a 
social, political, or professional sense.

Of course, engaging in the city has its pitfalls.  Some of our Urban 
Studies minors in Real Estate have gleaned little about the details of pov-
erty from our trip to Kensington, seeing mostly opportunities for specu-
lation and gentrification. In my class The Immigrant City (URBS 270, 
CPLN 670), on our trip to South Philadelphia, some hungry students go 
right for the cheesesteaks and tacos without pausing to critically analyze 
patterns of labor migration, consumption, and the local politics of illegal 
immigration. In Chinatown, when we open the City Paper to map out the 
geography of Asian brothels, some students get caught in the scandal and 
sensationalism, missing the lesson about economic geography and labor 
exploitation. As one colleague observed, “these responses allow students 
to return to a comfortable assurance about urban spaces, immigration and 
poverty.” Perhaps the greatest risk, though, is that my students will arrive 
at the end of the semester believing that all cities are like Philadelphia, 
emerging with a parochial view of urbanization and failing to grasp more 
of the city’s and their own place in the world. To recapture that broader 
context, we return to the classroom, to lectures and readings about other 
cities, and to assignments that build a comparative perspective beyond the 
city where we find ourselves.  


