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SOM Teaching Awards

The Leonard Berwick Memorial 
Teaching Award 

This award was established in 1980-81 as 
a memorial to Leonard Berwick by his family 
and the department of pathology to recognize 
“a member of the medical faculty who in his or 
her teaching effectively fuses basic science and 
clinical medicine.” It is intended that this award 
recognize persons who are outstanding teachers, 
particularly among the younger medical faculty.

Dr. Steven Siegel 
received his MD and 
PhD in neurobiolo-
gy at the Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine in 
1996 after completing 
an undergraduate de-
gree in neuroscience 
at Colgate University 
in 1986. He later com-
pleted a residency in 
psychiatry and a Fel-
lowship in neuropsy-
chiatry at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania 
before joining the faculty in 2001. He is cur-
rently the director of the Translational Neuro-
science Program in the department of psychi-
atry and director of the Clinical Neuroscienc-
es Training Program for the School of Med-
icine at Penn. He is also a practicing psychia-
trist specializing in the treatment of schizophre-
nia. Work in his laboratory includes the estab-
lishment and development of new methods for 
the treatment of schizophrenia using biodegrad-
able long-term delivery systems. The methods 
and technologies developed in his group are 
also being extended to the treatment of Parkin-
son’s Disease. Additionally, his laboratory in-
vestigates the neurobiology of schizophrenia, 
autism, drug abuse and nicotine dependence us-
ing animal models to evaluate EEG and event-
related brain activity in mice.

Steven Siegel

Creating a Partnership with a Memorandum of Understanding:
Penn Nursing and Peking University’s Nursing School

The University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing and the School of Nursing at Peking Univer-
sity in Beijing have established a Memorandum of Understanding. The new partnership creates a 
formal research relationship between the schools. Peking University’s School of Nursing, with Dr. 
Guifang Guo, as dean, is widely considered the premier nursing school in China. Penn Nursing also 
has academic partnerships in Botswana and India. “With our international partners, we are providing 
ways for our students and faculty to learn to think as world citizens,” said Penn Nursing Dean Afaf 

I. Meleis. “By providing opportuni-
ties for faculty and students to collab-
orate on research, by offering recip-
rocal faculty and leadership develop-
ment with our international partners, 
and by giving students the opportu-
nity to see nursing in the context of 
world affairs, we are preparing our 
nurses to be the leaders in global 
health initiatives.” 

Back row, left to right:  Dr. Mar-
jorie Muecke, Penn Nursing facul-
ty; Chenjuan “Tina” Ma, pre-doctor-
al fellow at Penn Nursing; Dr. Jiang-
hong Liu, Penn Nursing faculty and 
Dr. Linda Aiken, Penn Nursing faculty.

Front row: Dean of Penn Nurs-
ing Afaf Meleis with Dean of Peking 
University School of Nursing Gui-
fang Guo.

The following 14 faculty members were 
chosen to receive this year’s School of Medi-
cine teaching awards. Nominations were solicit-
ed from faculty, house staff and students. These 
recipients will be honored at the School of Med-
icine graduation ceremony later this month and 
at the Awards of Excellence Banquet in the fall.

The University of Pennsylvania has received 
a $15 million gift from an anonymous donor to 
renovate the historic Arts, Research and Culture 
House (ARCH), to create a center for campus 
life that builds on the cultural diversity of Penn 
students and offers a rich intellectual and social 
experience for the entire University community. 

The building, located at 36th Street and Locust 
Walk in the heart of Penn’s campus, was built in 
1928 and is listed in the Pennsylvania Register of 
Historic Places.  It currently houses three cultur-
al resource centers, La Casa Latina, Makuu: The 
Black Cultural Center and the Pan-Asian Ameri-
can Community House; as well as the Center for 
Undergraduate Research and Fellowships; a class-
room; an auditorium; and community spaces.

“This incredibly generous gift will transform 
a beloved landmark for new generations of stu-
dents and help to ensure that arts, culture and 
undergraduate student research at Penn continue 
to thrive,” Penn President Amy Gutmann said. 
“The renovated ARCH building will be a cam-
pus hub, offering our students intellectual and 
artistic stimulation, state-of-the-art technology 
and spots to study, as well as opportunities to 
engage in diverse activities that define and dis-
tinguish the Penn experience.  By providing this 
gift, our donor will enable us to greatly enhance 
the quality of the student experience.”

The renovation is expected to be complet-
ed by early 2014.  It contains plans for an out-
door terrace on Locust Walk and an indoor café 
with a nearby lounge and gallery.  The new open 
plan for the first floor contains a common “liv-
ing room” with comfortable seating, paneling, 

stone fireplaces and leaded glass windows that 
reflect the building’s historic provenance.

“We envision that this renovation will cre-
ate a center that is used by a variety of groups 
from all over campus and will introduce an even 
wider circle of students and Penn community 
members to the ARCH,” Penn Provost Vincent 
Price said. “Penn students are eclectic, busy and 
plugged in. This reconfigured space will provide 
a variety of avenues in which they can explore 
interests and connect with other students.”

As part of the renovation the second-floor 
auditorium will serve as a premier classroom for 
large lecture courses of as many as 150 students.  
The space will contain an interactive teaching-
learning environment where multi-media, ac-
cess to digital information and interconnectivity 
is fully integrated.  In the evening, the auditori-
um will be utilized for lectures, receptions, re-
citals and other programs. 

Penn’s Center for Undergraduate Research 
and Fellowships is the University’s primary re-
source for undergraduate research, currently serv-
ing some 1,300 students.  As part of the renova-
tion, CURF will occupy larger, modernized spac-
es, enabling the program to accommodate more 
students.

The renovation of the ARCH building is a core 
priority of Penn’s Making History Campaign.

The project is based on a feasibility study 
conducted by architectural firm SaylorGregg 
Architects. SaylorGregg completed the histor-
ic renovations to Penn’s Fisher-Bennett Hall in 
2006 and has extensive experience integrating 
leading-edge technology into historic buildings.

$15 Million Gift to Enhance Student Life and Learning
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Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Please Note Location for this Meeting

Wednesday, May 11, 2011
University Club at Penn, 

Inn at Penn, 3611 Walnut Street
2nd Floor Lobby Level

3–5 p.m.

SENATE From the Senate Office
The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu

Coverage of University Council’s April Meeting

Correction
The article on the 2011 Pulitzer Prizes (Al-

manac April 26, 2011) inadvertently omitted 
mentioning two additional finalists with Penn 
connections:

Stephanie McCurry, professor of history, 
was a finalist for the History Pulitzer for her 
book, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Poli-
tics in the Civil War South (Harvard University 
Press) which the Pulitzer website called “an in-
sightful work analyzing the experience of disen-
franchised white women and black slaves who 
were left when Confederate soldiers headed for 
the battlefield.”

Graduate music alum Ricardo Zohn-Muldoon 
was a Music Finalist for Comala, a recording re-
leased in June, 2010 by Bridge Records, described 
on the Pulitzer website as “an ambitious cantata 
that translates into music an influential work of 
Latin American literature, giving voice to two cul-
tures that intersect within the term America.” 

Mellon Foundation 
Distinguished Achievement 
Award: Kaja Silverman

University of 
Pennsylvania pro-
fessor Kaja Silver-
man has received 
the Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation Dis-
tinguished Achieve-
ment Award in rec-
ognition of her exem-
plary contributions to 
humanistic scholar-
ship. Dr. Silverman, 
the Katherine Stein 
Sachs CW’69 and 
Keith L. Sachs W’67 
Professor of Art His-

tory, will receive a $1.5 million award to be used 
over approximately six years in support of her 
scholarly pursuits as a visual theorist.

“Kaja Silverman is one of the most influen-
tial humanists of our day, whose work in the his-
tory of art, and film and visual studies has con-
tributed greatly to our nation’s intellectual life,” 
said Penn President Amy Gutmann. “By be-
stowing this award on Kaja—the single-largest 
prize awarded in the Humanities outside of the 
Nobel Prize—the Mellon Foundation has en-
sured that her important work will continue to 
influence students and scholars throughout the 
world and help develop our understanding of 
what it means to be human.”

The Mellon awards are intended for individ-
uals whose past scholarship has had a creative 
effect in their disciplines and on their own stu-
dents, has affected the thinking of scholars in 
other fields, and whose current work promises 
to make significant new contributions through 
both teaching and research.  

Dr. Silverman, whose studies encompass 
film, photography, art, psychoanalysis, litera-
ture, and feminist theory, is the author of eight 
books including James Coleman; World Specta-
tors, Speaking About Godard; and The Thresh-
old of the Visual World. Her most recent book, 
Flesh of My Flesh, was published in 2009.

Her writing and teaching focus primarily on 
phenomenology, psychoanalysis, photography, 
time-based visual art, and literature. She teaches 
courses on cinema, is interested in painting, and 
has an ongoing commitment to feminist theory. 
She is currently writing a book about photogra-
phy titled The Miracle of Analogy.

SAS Dean Rebecca Bushnell comment-
ed, “This award is a fitting recognition. Kaja’s 
scholarship is truly remarkable for its breadth 
and creativity, and she energizes discourse 
across the humanities.”  

Dr. Silverman received her PhD in Eng-
lish from Brown University. Before joining the 
School of Arts and Sciences history of art depart-
ment at Penn in 2010, Dr. Silverman taught at 
the University of California, Berkeley. In 2008 
she was awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship.

The award will provide Dr. Silverman and 
Penn with resources to deepen and extend hu-
manistic studies and support programs and 
events that will enhance both Dr. Silverman’s 
research and teaching in the arts and scholarly 
communities at Penn, in the region and nation.

Over the past ten years the Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation has conferred three to four Dis-
tinguished Achievement awards per year. Re-
cipients are chosen from such fields as classics, 
history, history of art, musicology, philosophy, 
religious studies and all areas of literary studies.  

Kaja Silverman
1. Approval of the Minutes of April 20, 2011 (2 minutes)
2. Chair’s Report (10 minutes)
3. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
4. Review and vote on the revised Open Access Principles (10 minutes)
5. Progress Toward a Diversity Action Plan (45 minutes)
 Vice Provost for Faculty, Lynn Hollen Lees
6. Vote for University Council Steering Committee faculty members (5 minutes)
7. Senate Committee Reports (60 minutes)
 Senate Committee Chairs
8. New Business
 Catered Reception following the SEC Meeting for 
 SEC Members, Past Faculty Senate Chairs & SEC Committee Members

Additional information on Making History: 
the Campaign for Penn is available at

www.makinghistory.upenn.edu.

Last Wednesday’s Council meeting was 
the final one for the semester. The meeting be-
gan with a moment of silence in memory of Dr. 
Henry Teune, professor of political science, who 
passed away April 12 (Almanac April 19, 2011). 

President Amy Gutmann announced that 
Penn received an anonymous $15 million gift 
to renovate the ARCH building (see front page). 

The chairs of the Council Committees each 
gave a brief summary of their final reports (see 
the supplement to this issue).

Michael Topp, chair of the Committee on Aca-
demic and Related Affairs, recommended that en-
hancements be made to the statistical tracking of 
undergraduates involved in research, a review of  
academic integrity training, a review of the Ath-
letics and the Penn Library’s budgetary constraints 
and upgrades or alternatives to the course support 
software Blackboard. It was also recommended 
that Penn Transit service be extended to Penn Park.

Chair of the Committee on Campus and Com-
munity Life, Philip Nichols, noted that they met 
with directors from many cultural centers and rec-
ommended that a survey be conducted to deter-
mine the constraints of an increase in the student 
population, particularly of non-degree students.

Chair of the Committee on Diversity and 
Equity, Nancy Tkacs, mentioned that one of the 
Committee’s focuses has been on climate as-
sessment and that work is ongoing on Penn’s 
new diversity website.

Michael McGarvey, who chaired the Com-
mittee on Facilities, spoke about the need for re-
pairs and renovations to Guardian Drive and the 
need for more lactation spaces on campus.

David Pope, chair of the Committee on Per-
sonnel Benefits, noted their recommendations 
that were implemented regarding benefits dur-
ing open enrollment. He also noted that the fair-
ness of the tuition benefit should be addressed.

Chair of the Committee on Committees, Ca-
mille Charles, noted that it was the first year 
Committees operated under the new system de-
veloped to increase the committees’ productiv-
ity and streamline the process by which recom-
mendations are responded to.

Steering Committee Chair Robert Hornik 
took suggestions for additional focus issues for 
next year. 

In closing, the President and Provost thanked 
the committee members, chairs and everyone 
for their participation this year. 

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
email almanac@upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office at 
Room 545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 
or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu
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Honors & Other Things

President of Philosophical Society: 
Dr. Barker

Dr. Clyde F. Barker, the Donald Guthrie Pro-
fessor of Surgery in the School of Medicine, as-
sumed the duties of the president of the Ameri-
can Philosophical Society on April 29. Dr. Bark-
er was elected to the American Philosophical So-
ciety in 1997 and has served on the Council since 
2003 and as a vice president since 2005.  His pre-
sentation of “Thomas Eakins and His Medical 
Clinics” at the Society’s November 2007 meet-
ing was awarded the Henry Allen Moe Prize in 
the Humanities in 2010. 
Dedication of Ellen D. Baer 
Reading Room at Penn Nursing

The Barbara Bates Center for the Study of the 
History of Nursing dedicated its reading room in 
honor of Dr. Ellen D. Baer, one of the founders of 
the Bates Center and its former associate director. 

Dr. Baer joined the Penn Nursing faculty 
in 1980. She initiated and directed a federally 
funded program in oncology for nursing gradu-
ate students and a federally funded demonstra-
tion project for undergraduate nursing students 
to have clinical experiences caring for persons 
with AIDS. A prolific writer, she has been wide-
ly recognized as a voice for nursing past and 
present. Her award-winning work illustrates 
how to comprehend contemporary issues by ex-
amining them in historical context. 

The dedication launches the Bates Center’s 
25th anniversary. The mission of the Bates Cen-
ter, the pre-eminent center for scholarship in 
nursing history in the world, is to ensure the 
generation of historical knowledge, scholarship, 
and research on healthcare and nursing history 
in the US and internationally. The Center holds 
an extensive archival collection of photographs, 
artifacts, and the personal and professional pa-
pers of nursing leaders and clinicians, schools 
of nursing, visiting nurse associations, and other 
kinds of health care agencies.
Nursing Ambassador: 
Ms. Hogan Quigley

Beth Hogan Quigley, senior lecturer in the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nurs-
ing, has been appointed by the National League 
for Nursing (NLN) to serve as an NLN Ambas-
sador. As an ambassador Ms. Hogan Quigley 
will inform the school about the NLN’s initia-
tives, grant opportunities, conferences, publica-
tions, workshops and other benefits available to 
members. The program was created to make it 
as easy as possible for the nursing community 
to understand and communicate with the NLN.
Nursing Excellence: Dr. Lipman 

Dr. Terri Lipman will receive the Caroline 
Langstadter Mentor/Preceptor Award for Excel-
lence in Nursing from The Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia (CHOP). Dr. Lipman, the Miri-
am Stirl Endowed Term Professor for Nutrition, 
professor of nursing of children, clinician educa-
tor, coordinates the first clinical course, Pediat-
ric Physical Assessment and Clinical Decision 
Making, for graduate students and developed 
and maintains the only registry of pediatric type 
1 diabetes in Philadelphia. The award recogniz-
es those who have filled the consummate roles 
of mentor/preceptor—teacher, clinical role mod-
el, consultant and advocate—that increase anoth-
er’s intellectual and clinical skills. Dr. Lipman 
will receive the award at a reception on May 4.

Honorary Doctorate: Dr. Murray 
Dr. Christopher B. Murray, Richard Perry 

University Professor and professor in the de-
partment of materials science and engineering 
in the School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ence, received an honorary doctorate in sustain-
ability from Utrecht University on March 25. 
The degree was conferred during the celebration 
to mark the school’s 375th anniversary, and Dr. 
Murray was recognized for his work in relation 
to sustainability, specifically in colloid science 
and nano-science. Dr. Murray is also a Penn In-
tegrates Knowledge (PIK) professor.
Penn-made President: Dr. Rozhon

Dr. Tamara Rozhon, a 2008 graduate of Penn 
GSE’s executive doctorate in higher education 
management program, has been appointed pres-
ident of Pacific Oaks College and Children’s 
School, in Pasadena, California. Dr. Rozhon has 
worked closely with Pacific Oaks since 2009 as 
an advisor and was named interim president in 
November 2010. Her achievements include in-
troducing an online campus and the launch of a 
new alumni association and alumni magazine. 
For additional Penn-made presidents, see www.
upenn.edu/almanac/pennpres.html
Nursing Dean’s Medal &  
PA Bio Board: Dr. Rubenstein

Dr. Afaf Meleis, dean of the School of Nurs-
ing, awarded the Penn Nursing Dean’s Med-
al for Distinguished Service to Dr. Arthur Ru-
benstein, the outgoing dean of Penn’s School 
of Medicine and executive vice president for 
the University of Pennsylvania Health System, 
in honor of his commitment to scholarly part-
nerships between Nursing and Medicine facul-
ty. Dr. Meleis presented the medal during a trib-
ute to Dr. Rubenstein, “Transforming Health 
Care through Partnerships,” on April 28. This is  
the second time Penn Nursing has awarded the 
Dean’s Medal for Distinguished Service. The 
first recipient was Carol Ware Gates, Nu’73.

In addition, Dr. Rubenstein was appointed 
to the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania 
Bio, the only statewide trade association for the 
life sciences in the Commonwealth. It was not-
ed that, “Dr. Rubenstein’s prominence in aca-
demia will be critical in helping Pennsylvania 
Bio maintain and continue building strong re-
lationships and partnerships with academic re-
search institutions across the Commonwealth.”
Honorary Doctorate: Dr. Vuchic 

Dr. Vukan R. Vuchic, professor emeritus of 
electrical and systems engineering in the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science, was award-
ed the Honoris causa (honorary doctorate) from 
the National Conservatory of Arts and Crafts 
(Conservatoire National des Arts et Metiers) in 
Paris at an award ceremony held in March.

Dr. Vuchic’s research interests are in the area 
of transportation systems, especially with re-
gard to urban transportation. In his research, he 
examines urban transportation systems technol-
ogy, operations, planning and economics; the 
definitions of transportation systems compo-
nents and their modeling; and the interrelation-
ship of cities and transportation with respect to 
urban planning, livability and sustainability. He 
has questioned the role of Maglev technology 
for high-speed ground transportation (HSGT) 
and further challenged the USDOT selection of 
demonstration projects. 

2011 GAPSA-Provost Award for  
Interdisciplinary Innovation

These awards, jointly funded by GAPSA and 
the Office of the Provost, enable graduate and 
professional students to engage in interdisciplin-
ary projects of their own design. The award in-
cludes a summer fellowship stipend of up to 
$6,000 for work that harnesses the knowledge of 
different academic disciplines to explore societal 
issues. Students were selected based on the qual-
ity of their application and funding status. Recip-
ients submit a report at the end of the summer 
and participate in a poster session in the fall at the 
Graduate Student Center, at which they can pres-
ent their work, receive feedback from the Penn 
community, and encourage future interdisciplin-
ary collaborations. This year’s recipients are:

Philip J. Maciak (PhD student in English): 
Tricks and Actualities: A Genealogy of the Pas-
sion Play Film, 1898-1927

Tekla Bude (PhD student in English): The 
Songs of Angels: Performing Community and 
Female Identity in Late Medieval England 

Caroline Henze-Gongola (PhD student in 
English) and Maxwell Rogoski (PhD student in 
History and Sociology of Science and a Penn 
Med student): How to Succeed in Medicine a 
Century Ago: The Legacies of D.W. Cathell’s 
Physician Manual    

Michelle Evans-Chase (PhD student in So-
cial Welfare): Mindfulness Meditation with In-
carcerated Youth: A Randomized Controlled 
Trial Informed by Neuropsychosocial and Cul-
tural Theories of Adolescence

Minseop Kim (PhD student in Social Wel-
fare) and Hyun Suk Kim (PhD student in Com-
munication): Maternal Work and Risk Behavior 
of Adolescents: A Meditation Effect of Mother-
Child Communication

Masha Kowell (PhD student in History of 
Art) and Ian Macmillen (PhD student in Music): 
The Politics of Jazz as a Target and Medium of 
Ideological Propaganda in Soviet Animations, 
1949-1969
Innovation Award: GRASP Lab 

Penn Engineering’s General Robotics, Auto-
mation, Sensing and Perception (GRASP) Lab-
oratory has received the 2011 IEEE Corporate 
Innovation Award. The award was presented on 
April 9 at the IEEE Philadelphia Section Awards 
Banquet and Gala. The Corporate Innovation 
Award recognizes a company or corporation for 
its outstanding contribution to electrotechnolo-
gy and emphasizes developments, projects, prod-
ucts, and other accomplishments that have been 
innovative and successful. The GRASP Labora-
tory integrates computer science, electrical engi-
neering and mechanical engineering in a vibrant, 
collaborative environment that fosters interac-
tions between students, research staff and faculty.
Scholarships for Four Nursing Students 

Four Penn Nursing students have been award-
ed scholarships from the National Student Nurses 
Association (NSNA) totaling more than $18,000. 
The four students are: Amanda Daley, Nu’12; 
Jeffrey Lee, Nu/W’12; Kaitlin Best, Nu’13; and 
Candace Freeman, Nu’13. 

The NSNA is dedicated to fostering the pro-
fessional development of nursing students. The 
Promise of Nursing Regional Scholarship Pro-
gram, provides scholarships and grants to both 
undergraduates and graduate students.
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School of Medicine Teaching Awards (continued from page 1)
The Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial 
Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Medical Education

This award was established by the department 
of anesthesia. As a pioneer in the specialty of an-
esthesia and chair of the department from 1943 to 
1972, Dr. Dripps was instrumental in the training 
of more than 300 residents and fellows, many of 
whom went on to chair other departments. This 
award recognizes excellence as an educator of 
residents and fellows in clinical care, research, 
teaching, or administration.

Dr. Wallace Miller is an associate professor of 
radiology. He earned his MD from Penn 1986  and 

has been on the faculty 
since 1991. Dr Miller 
has always had an in-
terest in teaching at all 
levels within the medi-
cal center, is the author 
of two medical text-
books and has been in-
volved in the educa-
tion of countless Penn 
medical students, radi-
ology residents, pulmo-
nary and critical care 
fellows, thoracic imag-
ing fellows, and nurs-
ing students. For his ef-

forts he has previously been awarded three Penn 
Pearl Awards for medical student education and 
the Wallace T. Miller Sr. Award for Excellence in 
Radiology Resident Education. 
Blockley-Osler Award

Created by the Blockley Section of the Phila-
delphia College of Physicians, this award is giv-
en to a member of the faculty at an affiliated hos-
pital for excellence in teaching modern clinical 
medicine at the bedside in the tradition of Dr. 
William Osler and others who taught at Philadel-
phia General Hospital.

Dr. Richard Rutstein, 
professor of pediat-
rics, currently serves as 
the director of the Spe-
cial Immunology Ser-
vice/Family Care Cen-
ter at CHOP. After com-
pleting his pediatric resi-
dency at CHOP, Dr. Rut-
stein worked in Camden 
at an urban health center, 
returning to CHOP in 
1989 to direct the new-
ly developed Pediatric 
HIV clinic (which be-

came the Family Care Center). His recent clinical 
research focuses on HIV infection and cognitive 
outcomes, as well as on the impact of HIV infec-
tions on childrens’ health. Dr. Rutstein has been 
recognized by his peers and trainees for his en-
thusiasm for patient care, dedication and excel-
lence in bedside teaching and patient/family ori-
ented rounds. His teaching efforts have previous-
ly been recognized with the Dean’s Award for Ex-
cellence in Clinical Education (1996), the Facul-
ty Teacher of the Year Award from CHOP (1998), 
the CHOP Master Clinician Award (2011), and 
has been on the faculty “Honor Role” for clinical 
educators since its inception in 2000.
Dean’s Award for Excellence in  
Basic Science Teaching

This award recognizes teaching excellence 
and commitment to medical education in the 
basic sciences. One or more Dean’s Awards are 
made annually, the recipients being selected on 

the advice of a committee composed of faculty 
and students.

Dr. Kathryn Schmitz is an associate professor 
in the departments of biostatistics and epidemiolo-

gy and family medicine 
and community health, 
and currently serves 
as director of educa-
tional development for 
the Center for Public 
Health Initiatives. Dr. 
Schmitz came to Penn 
in 2005 to grow a re-
search program on ex-
ercise and cancer re-
habilitation. Along the 
way, she became con-
nected to two mas-

ters training programs in the School: the Master 
of Science in Clinical Epidemiology (MSCE) and 
Master of Public Health (MPH) programs. She 
has taught epidemiology methods in three differ-
ent programs at Penn, and currently co-leads ef-
forts to obtain funding for MPH students and to 
seek re-accreditation of Penn’s growing MPH Pro-
gram through the Council for Education on Pub-
lic Health.  In 2004, she was awarded the Charles 
Hewitt Creative Teaching Award from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. Her background as a former 
professional classical dancer deeply influences her 
teaching style. She believes that the best possible 
learning occurs in classrooms imbued with ample 
curiosity, creativity and enthusiasm. 
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical 
Teaching (at an Affiliated Hospital*)

This award recognizes clinical teaching ex-
cellence and commitment to medical education 
by outstanding faculty members from affiliated 
hospitals (all hospitals except HUP). This year 
there were two winners of this award.  

Dr. Craig Alter is 
clinical associate pro-
fessor in the depart-
ment of pediatrics. He 
is the Fellowship Pro-
gram Director and for-
merly the clinical di-
rector of the Endocri-
nology & Diabetes Di-
vision at CHOP. He 
has served as chair of 
the Educational Com-
mittee of the Lawson 
Wilkins Pediatric En-
docrine Society. He 

was voted as one of the regions “Top Docs” by 
Philadelphia Magazine. 

Dr. Alter completed his undergraduate train-
ing at Penn, majoring in mathematics and chemis-
try before attending Harvard Medical School. Af-
ter residency at Boston’s Children’s Hospital, he 
did his fellowship training at CHOP where he won 
the Fellow Teacher of the Year Award in 1991. He 
served as a clinical endocrinologist at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts where he was director of 
the Children’s Diabetes Center. At the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts, he won the Faculty Teaching 
Award in 1996 before rejoining the Endocrinolo-
gy Division at CHOP in 1999. At CHOP, Dr. Alter 
is a clinical pediatric endocrinologist and is deeply 
involved in medical education. 

Dr. Alter has lectured nationally on various 
topics in endocrinology. In addition, he enjoys 
studying methods of education and has taught 
and run workshops nationally on improving 
methods of teaching in medicine. He is best 
known for his creative style of teaching.

Dr. Sami Khella is a clinical associate profes-
sor of neurology in the School of Medicine, and 
currently serves as the chief of neurology at Penn 
Presbyterian. Dr. Khella came to the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania as an undergraduate in 1975 

and has been here ever 
since. Before going 
to medical school, he 
studied in the Gradu-
ate School of Fine Arts 
at Penn (now PennDe-
sign). He then earned 
his MD from Penn in 
1984 and did his res-
idency in neurology 
and fellowship in neu-
romuscular diseases 
also at Penn. Dr. Khel-
la has long had an in-
terest in teaching med-

ical students and undergraduates and he was rec-
ognized for excellence in teaching by the Penn 
Medicine Class of 1992. He continues to be a 
practicing artist. He combines painting and print-
making with medicine in an attempt to communi-
cate the non-verbal aspects of caring for the sick. 
He shows his work regularly around the Univer-
sity and internationally.
Dean’s Award for Excellence in 
Medical Student Teaching by an 
Allied Health Professional 

This award was established in 1996-97 to 
recognize outstanding teaching by allied health 
professionals (e.g. nurses, physicians assistants, 
emergency medical technicians). The recipient 
is selected on the advice of a committee com-
posed of faculty and students.

Dr. Alissa E. Silver-
man joined the Phil-
adelphia VA Medical 
Center in 2008.  She is 
a clinical associate in 
the department of psy-
chiatry at Penn.  Dr. 
Silverman consistently, 
compassionately, and 
expertly teaches med-
ical, psychology, and 
nursing students,  as 
well as psychiatry res-
idents, staff, and pa-

tients in group and individual therapy techniques.  
Dr. Silverman teaches by example how to facil-
itate group therapy, individual therapy, family 
meetings, and milieu therapy.  She provides guid-
ance in understanding the complex needs of the 
veteran population.  In a community setting, Dr. 
Silverman also utilizes psychodrama techniques 
in group drug and alcohol treatment.
The Scott Mackler Award for Excellence 
in Substance Abuse Teaching

This award was established in 2000 by the 
Penn/VA Center for Studies of Addiction and 
the department of psychiatry. Dr. Mackler is 
known for his excellence in teaching medical 
students, residents, post-doctoral fellows, nurs-
es and other Penn faculty in many different de-
partments in the area of substance abuse.

Dr. George Woody has been involved in 
treatment, research and teaching medical stu-
dents, residents and fellows about substance use 
disorders since he began at the Philadelphia VA 
Medical Center in 1971. Dr. Mackler was recruit-
ed to work with the addiction treatment staff. Drs. 
Woody and Mackler became friends and collab-
orated on teaching assignments. Over the years 
Dr. Woody became more involved in research, 

Wallace Miller

Richard Rutstein

Kathryn Schmitz

Craig Alter

Sami Khella

Alissa Silverman



ALMANAC   May 3, 2011 www.upenn.edu/almanac   5   

retired from the VA in 
2004, and is now prin-
cipal investigator of the 
Delaware Valley Node 
of the NIDA Clini-
cal Trials Network. 
He reviews papers for 
many journals, has au-
thored or co-authored 
over 250 publications, 
has been a member of 
many NIH study sec-
tions, was a member 
of the DSM-IV Work 
Group on Substance 

Use Disorders, has been on FDA Advisory Com-
mittees, co-edited Treatment Improvement Pro-
tocols on methadone maintenance, participates 
in resident and medical student training, has lec-
tured nationally and internationally, was awarded 
a Doctor Sui Causa from Pavlov State Medical 
University in St. Petersburg, Russia and received 
an award in honor of Dr. Alexei Alexeevich Likh-
achev, founder of the pharmacology department 
of the Women’s Medical Institute of St. Peters-
burg, later renamed after Pavlov.
The Special Dean’s Awards

The Special Dean’s Awards, honor special 
achievements by Penn faculty members, particu-
larly in the development of new and innovative 
educational programs. The Vice Dean for Edu-
cation, in consultation with the Teaching Awards 
Selection Committee, identifies faculty members 
who have made unique contributions to medical 
education at Penn during the previous year.

Since 1997, Dr. 
Gasser, professor of 
genetics, has served as 
the course director for 
Module 1: Core Prin-
ciples, as well as the 
course director for ge-
netics, a lecturer and 
small group instructor. 
He is completely ded-
icated to medical stu-
dent education and to 
Penn and has done an 
outstanding job with 
Module 1. Students 

comment that, “Dr. Gasser is very enthusiastic 
about the material and is very dedicated to mak-
ing sure students understand all the concepts,” 
and is “Great at promoting discussion! Also, ex-
cellent timing placing the Masters in Bioethics 
info session immediately after the discussion!” 
and “Dr. Gasser is wonderful in small section.”

Dr. John Hirshfeld is professor of medicine 
in the cardiovascular 
division at HUP. He 
joined Penn as assis-
tant professor of med-
icine at HUP in 1974. 
He directed the Cardi-
ac Catheterization Lab-
oratory at HUP from 
1976 until 2007. He 
continues to be clini-
cally active in the lab-
oratory, performing di-
agnostic and interven-
tional cardiac proce-
dures. He has directed 

the Penn Medicine cardiovascular course since 
1979. He was principally responsible for the 
overall design of Module 2 of Penn Med’s curric-
ulum and directed Module 2 from its inception in 

1997 through the completion of 2010. He contin-
ues to direct the Module 2 Cardiovascular Block. 
He has previously been a recipient of a Lindback 
Award and the Penn Cardiovascular Division 
Distinguished Faculty Teaching Award.
Jane M. Glick Graduate Student 
Teaching Award

This award was established remembrance of 
Dr. Jane Glick for her dedication to the Biomed-
ical Graduate Studies (BGS) programs. 

Dr. Marisa S. Bartolomei, professor of cell 
and developmental biology, received her BS 

at the University of 
Maryland in 1982, her 
PhD at Johns Hopkins 
University School of 
Medicine in 1987 and 
her postdoctoral train-
ing at Princeton Uni-
versity. She came to 
Penn in 1993 and since 
then has been commit-
ted to training graduate 
and medical students. 
Her lab’s research fo-

cuses on the study of genomic imprinting and 
X chromosome inactivation. Dr. Bartolomei has 
been the co-director on the Cell and Molecu-
lar Biology Training Grant since 2004, a grant 
that has helped mentor over 100 PhD students. 
Dr. Bartolomei was also the co-director and co-
founder of the Biomedical Graduate Studies core 
course, Control of Gene Expression from 2002-
2006. She is regarded by students and peers as 
one of the most gifted BGS teachers and mentors.
The Leonard Tow Humanism in 
Medicine Award Presented by the 
Arnold P. Gold Foundation

This award is given to a faculty member who 
illustrates professional behavior by example, 
who displays cultural sensitivity in working with 
patients and family members of diverse ethnic or 
religious backgrounds, and who demonstrates the 
highest standards of compassion and empathy in 
the delivery of care to patients.  

Dr. Chris Feudtner is a pediatrician, epidemi-
ologist, historian, and 
ethicist at CHOP and 
Penn who focuses on 
improving the lives of 
children with complex 
chronic conditions and 
their families. He is the 
director of the depart-
ment of medical eth-
ics, and holds the Ste-
ven D. Handler En-
dowed Chair of Med-
ical Ethics at CHOP, 
where he is also an at-

tending physician and director of research for 
both the Pediatric Advance Care Team and the 
Integrated Care Service.  

Dr. Feudtner received his medical degree and 
his doctoral degree in the history of medicine 
from Penn in 1995, and completed his residen-
cy in pediatrics at the University of Washington 
in 1998. Between 1998-2000, he was a Robert 
Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar and earned his 
masters in public health degree from the Uni-
versity of Washington. An esteemed teacher, in 
2002 he was awarded the Stanley Stamm Role 
Model in Medicine from the Pediatric Residen-
cy Program of the University of Washington, 
and in 2005 the Class of 1990 David Cornfeld 
Bedside Teaching Award from the House staff 
of CHOP.

School of Medicine Teaching Awards (continued from page 4)

George Woody

Dr. Feudtner is described as a consummate 
physician, leader, teacher, mentor, colleague and 
friend. According to one colleague, “He has pi-
oneered palliative care for children in the US.”  
Others refer to him as “an expert at helping par-
ents through the most heart wrenching, compli-
cated decisions they will ever face.” Through his 
extraordinary skills at the bedside and in one on 
one teaching he has mentored and taught count-
less students, residents, fellows and colleagues 
how to better care for children and their fami-
lies at the end of life. Another colleague sums it 
up, “He is an outstanding clinician for whom this 
honor seems to have been created!” 

Medical Student Government Awards
Basic Science Teaching Award

Dr. James White is an adjunct associate pro-
fessor of cell and de-
velopmental biology 
in the School of Medi-
cine where he teaches a 
number of introductory 
courses, including gross 
anatomy. He also teach-
es neuroscience and his-
tology. He is univer-
sally praised as an ex-
tremely passionate and 
dynamic teacher whose 
extensive knowledge of 
the subject matter com-

bined with his friendly and approachable demean-
or make him a student favorite. 

Dr. White’s lecturing style is described as 
very student-friendly: organized, clear, and en-
gaging. As one student writes, “Dr. White has the 
rare quality of excelling both in the lecture hall as 
well as on an individual level.  I think this stems 
from his sincere commitment to student educa-
tion.” Dr. White is often praised for his commit-
ment to teaching. Students comment that not only 
did Dr. White deliver lectures that were “works 
of art” in their grasp of how best to convey a 
point, he “took the time to personally get to know 
all of us, which made him that much more spe-
cial.” “He can make even the most lost student 
feel like they ‘get it’ by the end of 10 minutes in 
the anatomy lab—and often did!” 
Clinical Teaching Award

Dr. Eric Goren is assistant professor of clin-
ical medicine in the 
section of hospital 
medicine at HUP. He 
is described as an out-
standing mentor who 
has a passion for ed-
ucation. One student 
comments, “He made 
the learning experi-
ence enjoyable and is 
an example of the type 
of physician I would 
like to be.” Another 
said, “There is truly no 
one as compassionate 

and generous as Eric Goren.” And a third student 
remarks, “As a physician, he uses his vast medi-
cal knowledge and remarkable clinical skills to 
provide the highest quality care for his patients, 
but his true gift is his ability to form relationships 
with patients from every walk of life.  As a teach-
er, he becomes a partner in learning with his stu-
dents, and challenges them to expand their hori-
zons; every moment on service with Dr. Goren is 
a teaching moment, and he uses every opportuni-
ty to help his students grow.”

David Gasser

Marisa Bartolomei

James White

Eric Goren

John Hirshfeld

Chris Feudtner 
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Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive email 

notification when we post 
breaking news between is-

sues. Send an email to listserv@lists.upenn.edu 
with “subscribe e-almanac <your full-name>” in 
the body of the message. —Ed.

Almanac Schedule: 
No Issue May 17

There will be no issue May 17 due to 
Commencement. The final issue of the se-
mester comes out May 24 and includes the 
Summer AT Penn calendar as well as Com-
mencement coverage. The schedule for the 
remainder of the academic year is online at 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/issues/vol57.html 
Submissions are due every Tuesday for the 
following Tuesday’s issue.

Get Perspective on Penn
Penn is a large and complex place with a his-

tory that goes back for centuries. Do you ever 
wonder what it takes to keep the University run-
ning so well for so long? Well now you can find 
out. We’ll give you a behind-the-scenes look at 
how Penn operates.

Join us on June 8–9 for The Penn Perspec-
tive, a two-day event that will teach you all 
about Penn and what keeps the University going 
from one day to the next. Learn about sustain-
ability, art and athletics at Penn; what student 
life is like on our campus; and how the Division 
of Safety enhances the quality of life and secu-
rity in our community. You’ll even get an insid-
er’s look at the University Archives—a reposi-
tory for documents and artifacts dating back to 
Penn’s founding in 1749.

This is also an excellent opportunity to net-
work with fellow members of the Universi-
ty and get a better understanding of your role 
at Penn. For more details and to register, visit 
the Human Resources website at www.hr.upenn.
edu/coursecatalog

—Division of Human Resources

Recognized Holidays for Fiscal Year 2012
The following holidays will be observed by the University in the upcoming fiscal year (July 1, 

2011–June 30, 2012) on the dates listed below:
Independence Day: Monday, July 4, 2011
Labor Day: Monday, September 5, 2011
Thanksgiving: Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25, 2011
Christmas Day: Monday, December 26, 2011
New Year’s Day: Monday, January 2, 2012
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: Monday, January 16, 2012 
Memorial Day: Monday, May 28, 2012

To the University Community:
The Special Winter Vacation granted to faculty and staff between Christmas Day and New Year’s 

Day will be December 27, 28, 29 and 30. If an employee is required to work to continue depart-
mental operations for part or all of this period, the Special Winter Vacation can be rescheduled for 
some other time.

Staff members who are absent from work either the work day before a holiday, the work day af-
ter a holiday, or both days, will receive holiday pay if that absence is charged to pre-approved paid 
time off or to sick days substantiated by a written note from the staff member’s health care provider.

Vacations and holidays for hospital employees or those staff members in collective bargaining units 
are governed by the terms of hospital policies or their respective collective bargaining agreements.

 Fiscal Year 2012 Fiscal Year 2013 Fiscal Year 2014
Independence Day Mon., 7/4/11 Wed., 7/4/12 Thurs., 7/4/13
Labor Day Mon., 9/5/11 Mon., 9/3/12 Mon., 9/2/13
Thanksgiving Thurs. and Fri., Thurs. and Fri., Thurs. and Fri., 

 11/24-11/25/11 11/22-11/23/12 11/28-11/29/13
Christmas Day Mon., 12/26/11 Tues., 12/25/12 Wed., 12/25/13
New Year’s Day Mon., 1/2/12 Tues., 1/1/13 Wed., 1/1/14
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Mon., 1/16/12 Mon., 1/21/13 Mon., 1/20/14
Memorial Day Mon., 5/28/12 Mon., 5/27/13 Mon., 5/26/14

This is a summary of the annual report of 
The University of Pennsylvania Health and 
Welfare Program, Plan No. 503, sponsored by 
The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania, 
EIN 23-1352685, for the period that began on 
July 1, 2009 and ended on June 30, 2010. This 
annual report has been filed with the Employ-
ee Benefits Security Administration, as required 
under the Employee Retirement Income Securi-
ty Act of 1974 (“ERISA”). Please note that not 
all employees are eligible to participate in all 
of the benefits available under the Plan. Please 
consult your Plan materials for specific eligibil-
ity information.
Medical, Prescription Drug, Dental, and 

Long Term Disability Benefits
The University of Pennsylvania has commit-

ted itself to pay certain medical and prescrip-
tion drug claims, dental benefits and long-term 
disability benefits incurred under the terms of 
the Plan on a self-insured basis. In addition, the 
Plan has a contract with Aetna, Inc. to pay cer-
tain medical claims incurred under the terms of 
the contract.  The total premiums paid to Aet-
na, Inc. for the plan year ending June 30, 2010 
were $122,556. The Plan also has a contract 
with Standard Insurance Company to pay cer-
tain long-term disability benefits incurred under 
the terms of the contract. The total premiums 
paid to Standard Insurance Company for the 
plan year ending June 30, 2010 were $762,424.

Vision Benefits
The Plan has a contract with Davis Vision 

Plan to pay vision claims incurred under the 
terms of the contract. The total premiums paid 
under this contract for the plan year ending June 
30, 2010 were $726,852.  

Life Insurance Benefits
The Plan has a contract with Aetna Life In-

surance Company to pay life insurance, depen-
dent life insurance and accidental death and dis-

memberment insurance claims incurred under 
the terms of the contract. The total premiums 
paid under this contract for the plan year ending 
June 30, 2010 were $5,428,225.  

Long Term Care Benefits
The Plan has a contract with John Hancock 

Life Insurance Company to pay long term care 
claims incurred under the terms of the contract. 
The total premiums paid under this contract 
for the plan year ending June 30, 2010 were 
$1,067,027.

Your Rights to Additional Information
You have the right to receive a copy of the 

full annual report, or any part thereof, on re-
quest. Insurance information is included in this 
annual report. The items listed below are includ-
ed in that report:

1. financial information and information on 
payments to service providers; and

2. insurance information including sales 
commissions paid by insurance carriers.

To obtain a copy of the full annual report, or 
any part thereof, write or call the office of the 
Plan Administrator, c/o Joanne M. Blythe, Re-
tirement Manager, University of Pennsylvania, 
3401 Walnut Street, Suite 527A, Philadelphia, 
PA  19104-6228, (215) 898-9947. The charge to 
cover copying costs will be $5 for the full annual 
report or 25 cents per page for any part thereof.

You also have the legally protected right un-
der ERISA to examine the annual report in the 
offices of the Employer at the address for the 
Plan Administrator, above, and at the U.S. De-
partment of Labor in Washington, D.C., or to 
obtain a copy from the U.S. Department of La-
bor upon payment of copying costs. Requests 
to the Department should be addressed to: Pub-
lic Disclosure Room, Room N-1513, Employee 
Benefits Security Administration, U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20210.

Summary Annual Report for the University of Pennsylvania 
Health and Welfare Program

OF RECORD

Be a part of PennMOVES 2011
PennMOVES is in need of volunteers through 

May 31 to assist with the collection of items from 
students and to ensure that they get to our collec-
tion point set ups at campus residences. If you 
haven’t already volunteered and are considering 
it, we still need help! Anyone interested in help-
ing can register online at www.upenn.edu/pen-
nmoves 

It is more fun to volunteer with your col-
leagues so we welcome departmental teams! If 
you have questions about this effort, please send 
an e-mail to pennmoves@upenn.edu

 The PennMOVES community sale is open 
to faculty, staff and students, as well as the sur-
rounding community. This year, Goodwill Indus-
tries will provide technical expertise and logisti-
cal support for the effort. Proceeds from the sale 
will benefit Goodwill’s local job training pro-
grams. The sale will be held Saturday, June 4 in 
a new location at 3401 Grays Ferry Avenue, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. In addition, bargain hunters can pay 
an early admittance fee of $5 for entry on a first-
come, first-served basis between 8 a.m. and 10 
a.m. Free parking is available. All items are sold 
as is. Sale items include televisions, refrigerators, 
printers and other small appliances; household 
and kitchen items, clothing, lamps, furniture (ta-
bles, sofas and chairs); bikes, books, school sup-
plies and other miscellaneous items.

—Division of Business Services
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for April 18-24, 2011. Also reported were 23 crimes against property (including 16 thefts, 1 
auto theft, 3 burglaries, and 3 cases of fraud). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/vol-
umes/v57/n32/creport.html. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of April 18-24, 2011. The University 
Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street in 
conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any 
concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
Below are all Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 13 incidents with 5 arrests (including 5 rob-

beries, 6 aggravated assaults and 2 rapes) were reported between April 18-24, 2011 by the 18th District cov-
ering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Update
May AT PENN

AT PENN Deadlines 
The May AT PENN calendar is online at www.

upenn.edu/almanac 
The deadline for the Summer AT PENN cal-

endar, which includes events in June, July and 
August, is Tuesday, May 10. The deadline for the 
weekly Update is each Monday for the following 
week’s issue. Events are subject to change. 

Information is on the sponsoring department’s 
website. Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, 
call (215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIED—PERSONAL

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

FOR RENT
Ocean City NJ – delightful 1 BR condo close 
to beach, boardwalk, shopping, and restaurants. 
Free internet access, free beach tags (4), 2 TV’s 
with	DVD,	free	parking,	elevator,	office	on	prem-
ises. $575+/week. Call Gary (609) 315-9848. 

NIH funded research study needs right-handed 
menopausal woman who are willing to try estrogen 
for 8–10 weeks in order to help us examine the ef-
fect of estrogen on brain functioning and memory 
in menopausal women.  If you are a healthy, meno-
pausal woman between the ages of 48 – 60, you may 
qualify to participate in this brain imaging research 
study at the Penn Center for Women’s Behavioral 
Wellness. Participants are compensated for study 
visits. Study visits include brain imaging and blood 
draws. For more information please contact Claudia 
at (215) 573-8878 or sclaud@mail.med.upenn.edu.

CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY

Telephone Services: Reduce Your Monthly Telephone Bill
ISC continues to work with the campus community to remove telephone services that are no 

longer needed.  This program has provided a savings of $500,000 to our clients!  If you would like 
to join the departments who have reduced their telephone bills, please contact the ISC Networking 
and Telecommunications Service Desk at (215) 746-6000 or service-requests@isc.upenn.edu.  ISC 
will provide a detailed audit of the number of telephone lines and voice mail boxes in use across 
your department.  This report will include a review of your department’s telephone lines that have 
not had local or long distance calls placed from them during the past 12 months. Departments may 
use the review to identify telephone lines and voice mail boxes that may be turned off, potentially 
reducing monthly telephone charges.

Planning a Move or Office Renovation?
If you are planning a move or renovation during June, July, or August, now is the time to sched-

ule your project with ISC.  Please contact our ISC Networking and Telecommunications Service Desk 
at (215) 746-6000 or service-requests@isc.upenn.edu to consult with our Project Leaders regarding 
your move and your telephony and data requirements.  This could be an opportunity to convert your 
department to PennNet Phone, thus avoiding the costs associated with having ISC move your tele-
phone service.

Please visit our voice services website at www.upenn.edu/computing/voice/ for additional infor-
mation.

—Michael Palladino, Associate Vice President, ISC Networking & Telecommunications
Is Your Blood Pressure Borderline High? Would 
You Like To Try Controlling It Naturally With Life-
style Changes? Penn researchers are conducting 
a study examining the effects of yoga, walking and 
nutrition on lowering blood pressure. If you are not 
currently on a blood pressure medication or taking 
regular yoga classes and over 18 years of age, call 
the LIMBS Study Coordinator at (215) 615-6570 or 
visit the website: http://limbs.cohenhtn.com.
Are you a menopausal woman? Are you having 
trouble remembering things, focusing, or concen-
trating?		If	so,	you	may	find	relief	by	participating	
in a clinical research study. The Penn Center for 
Women’s Behavioral Wellness is conducting a 
research study to see if a medication is helpful 
in reducing cognitive complaints in menopausal 
women.  If you are a healthy, menopausal wom-
an between the ages of 45 – 55 who is not cur-
rently on hormone replacement therapy, you may 
qualify for participation. Please call Jeanette @ 
215-573-8884 or email pcwbw@med.upenn.edu 
for more details!

04/19/11 7:50 PM 1 S 40th St Driver on cell phone/Citation
04/20/11 5:22 PM 200 S 40th St Driver on cell phone/Citation
04/20/11 7:30 PM 4000 Walnut St Driver on cell phone/Citation
04/20/11 11:18 PM 4000 Spruce St Intoxicated driver arrested
04/21/11 1:22 AM 4000 Chestnut St Complainant robbed by unknown males
04/21/11 7:39 AM 3744 Spruce St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
04/21/11 12:47 PM 240 S 40th St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest

New CCTV Cameras
The “Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) 

Monitoring Policy” (Almanac April 29, 
2008) states that, “the proposed location of 
permanent CCTV cameras will be provided 
to the CCTV Monitoring Panel for review 
and published in the Almanac before instal-
lation.” Per the meeting on April 18, 2011, 
the CCTV Monitoring Panel approved the 
following new camera locations.  

The Division of Public Safety will be 
installing CCTV cameras at the following 
locations:

• NW corner of Perelman Quad
• 41st & Locust Streets
• 42nd & Spruce Streets
• 43rd & Spruce Streets
• 42nd & Chestnut Streets
• Main entrance to VHUP
• DRL, 33rd Street next to tennis courts
• 29 cameras throughout the new 
 Penn Park area

04/18/11 9:00 PM 4100 Market St Rape
04/19/11 1:56 AM 1435 S 47th St Aggravated Assault
04/19/11 1:56 AM 1435 S 47th St Aggravated Assault
04/19/11 2:45 AM 5100 Walnut St Robbery/Arrest
04/21/11 12:15 AM 4000 Chestnut St Robbery
04/21/11 4:29 PM 4314 Locust St Robbery
04/21/11 10:30 PM 3900 Market St Rape
04/23/11 9:25 AM 900 S Farragut St Robbery
04/23/11 8:49 PM 100 S 46th St Robbery/Arrest
04/23/11 9:49 PM 4200 Ludlow St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
04/23/11 9:49 PM 4200 Ludlow St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
04/24/11 12:00 AM 4900 Walton Ave Aggravated Assault
04/24/11 4:40 AM 4300 Baltimore Ave Aggravated Assault/Arrest

TALK
9 Hearing Loss and Aging: New Methods of Diag-
nosis and Treatment; James Saunders, emeritus pro-
fessor of otorhinolaryngology; luncheon at noon, in 
the Lenape Room of the University Club, 2nd floor, 
The Inn at Penn, 3611 Walnut St., see www.med.
upenn.edu/asef (ASEF). Open to ASEF and Club 
members; RSVP: asef@mail.med.upenn.edu
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The Rotunda Turns 100

Now: The Rotunda’s sanctuary as it looks today. 
For other current and historic photos, visit Almanac’s website.  
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The Rotunda at 4014 Walnut Street continued its year-long 100th 
birthday celebration this past weekend with Le Dada va Gaga dans 2011, 
a dance/video work performed by the Anne-Marie Mulgrew and Dancers 
Company as part of the Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts.  
The Rotunda was an appropriate venue for the festival, which was inspired 
by the cultural renaissance in Paris from 1910 to 1920.  

Finished and dedicated on June 4, 1911, the building that is now 
known as The Rotunda was designed by the famed New York architectural 
firm of Carrère and Hastings for the First Church of Christ Scientist of 
Philadelphia.  

One of the foremost architectural firms of the Beaux-Arts style, which 
influenced US architecture from 1880-1920, it was also responsible for 
the New York Public Library and the Ponce de Leon Boutique Hotel in 
St. Augustine, Florida, as well as the Russell Senate Office Building in 
Washington, DC. Both Carrère and Hastings studied at the École des 
Beaux-Arts in France and were interested in adapting classical European 
architecture to modern America.

“Certainly the most dynamic aspect of this building is the powerful 
concatenation of diverse interior spaces, welded together with the 
ingenuity in planning composition that was bred by the Beaux-Arts 
system of design, in which the plan came first, followed by the study of 
outside appearances,” said Dr. David Brownlee, Shapiro-Weitzenhoffer 
Professor in Penn’ department of the history of art.  

“Also notable is the quite free but sensible use of various historical 
forms, borrowed from Imperial Roman and Early Christian architecture.  
There is nothing pedantic or romantic about this, again embodying the 
best things about the Beaux-Arts system.” 

George E. Thomas, lecturer of urban studies at Penn and co-author 
of Building America’s First University, along with Dr. Brownlee, called 
the structure, “One of the three best pieces of church architecture in 
Philadelphia.”

In its day, the building garnered much attention in the architectural 
world. It was praised in the national magazine, Architecture, which 
described its “undeniable beauty” and other national architecture 
magazines such as the Architectural Record and Architectural Forum. 
The Philadelphia North American, a prominent newspaper, praised the 
structure for its “splendid light” and focused mostly on the cast iron and 

blue crystal chandeliers made by church member and well-known artist 
Violet Oakley along with artisans from Tiffany and Company.  

The 1,500-pound main chandelier that hung from the center of the oculus 50 
feet above ground was taken down in 2005 to accommodate video projectors. 
It now rests in the center of the pine floor in The Rotunda’s sanctuary (see 
below), where performers sometimes incorporate it into their pieces.

The building served as a place of worship and Sunday school until a 
dwindling congregation caused the organization to offer its building to 
Penn. The University of Pennsylvania purchased the building on October 
6, 1995. The space lay dormant until students in urban studies seminars 
led by Drs. Ira Harkavy and Lee Benson came up with an idea: a place for 
the community to gather based on the idea that art can foster social change 
and form meaningful relationships between Penn and the neighborhoods 
that surround it. 

The Rotunda, named for its magnificent dome that measures 80 feet in 
diameter, still features some original wood fumed pews, arched windows 
and a giant pipe organ. But while it’s easy to focus on the overwhelming 
beauty of the sanctuary space, the real life of The Rotunda now takes place 
in its modest back room reminiscent of a middle school auditorium. “It 
doesn’t look like much now,” said Gina Renzi, who began as a volunteer 
before becoming executive director in 2003, “but during an event, it really 
comes alive.”

The back room also features a mural, Collective Imprints, a permanent 
installation led by muralist Michael B. Schwartz that is a collectively-
produced work of visual art that celebrates the life and history of The 
Rotunda, local history and folklore, and visions for future neighborhoods 
and communities. 

Today, the building is one of Philadelphia’s cultural meccas. Anyone 
in the community, including those outside of Penn, may utilize the venue 
that is smoke-free, alcohol-free and appropriate for Philadelphians of all 
ages. The Rotunda hosts about 300 events per year, ranging from concerts, 
plays and dance performances to yoga classes, film screenings and art 
exhibits. Not only is The Rotunda’s programming versatile, it is also 
accessible. It is community-driven, but University-funded, which means 
that most events are free of charge.  

Visit www.therotunda.org for more information about The Rotunda, its 
programs or to volunteer.

Then: First Church of Christ Scientist of Philadelphia, 1958. 
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