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Dr. Mendoza is 
currently Neil Mos-
kowitz Professor of 
Economics at the 
University of Mary-
land, where he has 
taught since 2002. 
He previously taught 
at Duke Universi-
ty and served for 
several years as an 
economist for the 
International Mon-
etary Fund and on 
the Board of Gover-
nors of the Federal 
Reserve System. He 
has also been a con-

sultant, visiting professor and resident schol-
ar at a wide range of international universities, 
banks and economic organizations. His research 
in international macroeconomics provides criti-
cal insights—for scholars, researchers and poli-
cymakers—across such areas as business cycles 
in emerging market economies, sovereign debt 
and default in developing countries and the im-
plications of America’s trade deficit.  

“Enrique Mendoza is one of the most im-
portant international scholars at the crossroads 
of economics, politics and global engagement,” 
said Provost Price. “His work will advance mul-
tiple disciplines of intellectual inquiry on our 
campus. In particular, it will expand our exper-
tise in both global macroeconomics and public 
policy, two of the most essential areas of con-
temporary economics.”  

“The appointment of Enrique Mendoza 
adds important new expertise to our outstand-
ing department of economics,” said Dr. Rebec-
ca Bushnell, dean of SAS. “He is also an award-
winning teacher who will be able to share that 
expertise with students in some of our largest 
undergraduate and graduate programs.” 

Dr. Mendoza earned his PhD (1989) and his 
MA (1986) in economics from the University of 
Western Ontario and his BA (1985) with honors 
in economics from Anahuac University in Mex-
ico City.  

Presidential Term Professorships, support-
ed in part by a $2 million grant from The Pew 
Charitable Trusts (Almanac December 6, 2011), 
are awarded to exceptional scholars, of any rank, 
who contribute to faculty eminence through di-
versity across the University. 

Dr. Charles L. 
Kane, professor of 
physics in the de-
partment of phys-
ics and astrono-
my, in the School 
of Arts & Sciences 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania, was 
awarded a five-year, 
$500,000 grant from 
the Simons Foun-
dation as part of its 
inaugural class of 
Mathematics and the 
Physical Sciences (MPS) Simons Investigators.

Similar to the MacArthur Foundation’s “Ge-
nius Grants,” the prize comes from the nonprofit 
with no strings attached. It is intended to enable 
the researchers to undertake long-term study of 
fundamental questions in theoretical fields.     

Dr. Kane was surprised. None of the 21 
mathematicians, theoretical physicists and the-
oretical computer scientists who were awarded 
were aware he or she had been nominated by the 
foundation’s selection board until receiving an 
email detailing the terms of the grant.

“I had heard that the Simons Foundation 
was going to do something like this, but I didn’t 
know any of the details,” Dr. Kane said. “This 
came completely out of the blue. When I get an 
email that says ‘Congratulations,’ my first in-
stinct is to delete it. I’m glad I didn’t.” 

The award was in recognition for his work 
in the physics that govern the behavior of elec-
trons in different kinds of materials and struc-
tures. Dr. Kane’s major contribution in this field 
is his theory of topological insulators, for which 
he shared the 2012 Oliver Buckley Prize of the 
American Physical Societ,y awarded for out-
standing theoretical or experimental contribu-
tions to condensed matter physics and the 2011 
Europhysics Prize of the European Physical So-
ciety.    

“A topological insulator is an insulator in 
that it doesn’t conduct electricity on the inside, 
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President Amy Gutmann and Provost Vin-
cent Price are pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. Enrique G. Mendoza as Penn’s third 
Presidential Term Professor, effective January 
1, 2013. Dr. Mendoza, a scholar of internation-
al macroeconomics, will be Presidential Term 
Professor of Economics in the School of Arts & 
Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania.

“As an internationally recognized scholar on 
macroeconomics and finance, Enrique Mendo-
za has advised leaders and policymakers around 
the nation and the world on the complex eco-
nomic issues confronting our world today,” said 
President Gutmann. “He brings to Penn a vast 
range of expertise and scholarship on many of 
the key challenges brought on by an ever more 
global and interconnected world economy.”

Enrique G. Mendoza: Presidential Term Professor

Enrique Mendoza

Reaccreditation Resources 
The Office of the Provost announces a new web 

area for information and resources about Penn’s 
2014 reaccreditation by the Middle States Com-
mission on Higher Education. It includes infor-
mation about the self-study of undergraduate edu-
cation that precedes the reaccreditation, including 
the members of the self-study working groups and 
steering committees. It also includes a timeline, 
background materials and contact information. 

We encourage all members of the Penn com-
munity to visit the site at www.upenn.edu/provost/
reaccreditation For questions or comments at any 
time about the reaccreditation and self-study pro-
cess, please feel free to contact us at: selfstudy@
pobox.upenn.edu

—Vincent Price, Provost
—Andrew Binns, Vice Provost for Education

but it does conduct electricity in a very special 
way on its surface,” Dr. Kane said. “If you com-
bine these materials with a superconductor, you 
can create a state that hosts an exotic particle 
known as a Majorana fermion, which in princi-
ple provides a route to making a kind of quan-
tum computer.”

The grant comes with an additional $100,000 
that goes to the department and University. At 
the end of the five years, the foundation will 
consider Dr. Kane’s work for an additional five 
years of funding. 

According to the Foundation, “Charles Kane 
and co-workers showed, extending earlier work 
by Thouless and collaborators, that the electron-
ic band structures of all crystals could be clas-
sified in terms of the momentum space topolo-
gy of the electronic states, and that as a conse-
quence there exist protected states at interfac-
es between topologically nontrivial crystals and 
topologically trivial crystals. Along with related 
work by Dr. Shoucheng Zhang and others, Dr. 
Kane’s results have created a large and vibrant 
research field focused on the search for and 
measurement of topologically nontrivial mate-
rials, including materials that are topologically 
nontrivial as a result of broken symmetries.”

Dr. Kane is also a winner of this year’s Di-
rac Medal and Prize by the Abdus Salam Inter-
national Centre for Theoretical Physics, given 
annually to scientists who have made signifi-
cant contributions to theoretical physics. It is 
one of the top prizes in theoretical physics in-
ternationally.

The citation is as follows: “The 2012 Di-
rac Medal and Prize are awarded to F. Duncan 
M. Haldane (Princeton University), Charles L. 
Kane (University of Pennsylvania) and Shou-
cheng Zhang (Stanford University) in recogni-
tion of their many important contributions to 
condensed matter physics, including their inde-
pendent work preparing and opening the field 
of two- and three-dimensional topological insu-
lators. Their research and the physical implica-
tions of the concepts and theories they devel-

$500,000 Grant from Simons Foundation for Charles Kane

Charles Kane
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SENATE From the Senate Office
The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Room 205, College Hall 

Wednesday, October 24, 2012
3-5 p.m.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit Almanac’s 
website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for instruc-

tions on how to subscribe to the Almanac RSS Feed. 

Call for Honorary Degree Nominations: November 15
Dear Colleagues, 

We invite you to nominate candidates to receive honorary degrees from the University of 
Pennsylvania at the 2013 Commencement ceremony and beyond. Candidates should exem-
plify the highest ideals of the University, which seek to educate those who will change the 
world through innovative scholarship, scientific discovery, artistic creativity and/or societal 
leadership. 

We encourage you to involve your faculty colleagues, within and across departments and 
schools, in the nomination process. Nominations should explain how nominees meet the crite-
ria for selection and outline the nominees’ achievements and contributions. Please include as 
much biographical and other supporting information as possible, but do not contact the nom-
inees, who should not know that they are being considered. We particularly encourage nomi-
nations from departments and schools whose fields have not been recognized by the award of 
honorary degrees in recent years. Please note that it is University policy not to consider Penn 
standing faculty, trustees, or school and center overseers for Penn honorary degrees. 

Nominations are welcome any time, but for consideration by this year’s University Coun-
cil Committee, it would be very helpful to have them in hand by November 15. Review is on-
going and candidates may ultimately be selected several years after their initial nominations. 
The University Council Committee’s recommendations are forwarded to the Trustee Com-
mittee on Honorary Degrees and Awards, which makes the final selection. The list of previ-
ous University of Pennsylvania honorary degree recipients can be found at:

https://secure.www.upenn.edu/secretary/HDhome.html
Please send signed letters of nomination on your official stationery to: University Coun-

cil Committee on Honorary Degrees, c/o Office of the University Secretary, 211 College 
Hall/6303. Nominations may also be faxed to (215) 898-0103. If you have any questions, 
please contact Lynne Sniffen at sniffen@upenn.edu or (215) 573-5047. 

Penn emeritus faculty are eligible to receive honorary degrees through a special nomina-
tion process. University deans propose candidates for consideration by the Council of Deans. 
The Council’s nominations are then reviewed by the President and Provost, and final selec-
tion is made by the Trustee Committee on Honorary Degrees.

Honorary degrees are important statements of Penn’s values and aspirations, and we 
strongly encourage your participation in this process.  

––Amy Gutmann, President
––Harvey Rubin, Chair, University Council Committee on Honorary Degrees

Executive Director of Academic 
Innovation at GSE: Bobbi Kurshan

Dr. Bobbi Kur-
shan joined the Uni-
versity of Penn-
sylvania’s Gradu-
ate School of Edu-
cation (Penn GSE) 
this month as exec-
utive director of ac-
ademic innovation. 
The appointment 
was announced by 
Dean Andy Porter. 
In her new role, Dr. 
Kurshan will pro-
vide executive-lev-
el leadership for a 
series of entrepre-
neurially focused programs and efforts (such as 
the Milken-Penn GSE Educational Business Plan 
Competition) and help develop new degree and 
non-degree programs. 

Dr. Kurshan has had a career as both an aca-
demic and award-winning entrepreneur. Dr. Kur-
shan has honed her vision of “what can be” by 
using technology while supporting the growth of 
new education companies and developing inno-
vative software products. She began her teaching 
career at Virginia Tech, where she obtained her 
doctorate. She was also the director of academ-
ic computing and assistant professor of comput-
er science at Hollins College for many years. As 
a professor, she researched the impact of technol-
ogy on learning and helped her students explore 
applications of technology across the curricula.

Dr. Kurshan then became an education en-
trepreneur. As president of Educorp Consultants 
Corporation, she provided strategic consulting 
and seed funding in the areas of education, tech-
nology and innovation; and as the executive vice 
president of WorldSage, a consortium of for-prof-
it higher education institutions in the EU to ad-
dress education for the 21st century, she identi-
fied innovative investments in learning institu-
tions. As the former executive director of curri-
ki, she helped to build one of the most innovative 
and robust global open-source education com-
munities. She has previously served as the Co-
CEO of Core Learning, an education investment 
fund, and the chief academic officer of Bigchalk.
com. She developed the first children’s software 
products for Microsoft and also created award-
winning products for McGraw-Hill, Apple, CCC 
(Pearson) and others. She currently serves on the 
boards of several education companies.  

Recent awards include the prestigious WISE 
Award for Innovation at the World Innovation 
Summit for Education in Doha, Qatar and the “20 
to Watch” award from NASBE in 2009. In 2008, 
Dr. Kurshan was named Laureate by the Tech 
Awards part of Technology Benefiting Humani-
ty. In 2007, she was awarded the UNESCO King 
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of In-
formation and Communication Technologies in 
Education. In 2005, she received the ISTE “Mak-
ing It Happen” award and the Women’s Venture 
Fund’s “Highest Leaf Award.” 

Dr. Kurshan earned her BS in mathematics at 
Newcomb College of Tulane University, her MS 
in computer science and her EdD in curriculum 
and instruction with a concentration in education-
al technology at Virginia Tech University.

5–6 p.m.: Catered Reception following the SEC Meeting
Kroiz Gallery of the Architectural Archives*

*Entrance to the Gallery is located on the lower level of the Fisher Fine Arts Library, off of the brick 
courtyard across from Meyerson Hall and down the first set of steps toward 34th Street.

1. Approval of the Minutes of September 19, 2012  (2 minutes)
2. Chair’s Report (5 minutes)
3. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
4. Ballot: 2012 Senate Nominating Committee (5 minutes)
5. Penn’s Research Enterprise: Maintaining the Momentum in a Challenging Environment (45  

 minutes)
 Steven Fluharty, Senior Vice Provost for Research 
6. Supporting Penn Faculty and Staff Through Best Practice for Human Resources (45 minutes)
 Jack Heuer, Vice President of Human Resources
7. New Business

oped have been instrumental to exciting recent 
developments in this new area of experimental 
and theoretical condensed matter physics.” 

Though not awarded to Nobel Laureates, 
Fields Medalists, or Wolf Foundation Prize win-
ners, many winners of the Dirac Medal contin-
ue on to receive these esteemed prizes. Dr. Kane 
is the first Penn professor to receive this award.

Dr. Kane is being recognized for his contri-
butions to condensed-matter physics, including 
advancing the understanding of the strange con-

ductive qualities of topological insulators. His 
expertise lies in fields of mesoscopic physics, 
or the study of semiconductor nanostructures. 
Dr. Kane also focuses on the theory of quantum 
electronic phenomena in solids. 

He received the Condensed Matter Euro-
physics Prize in 2010 (Almanac September 20, 
2010), has been a fellow of the American Physi-
cal Society since 2006 and was an NSF Gradu-
ate Fellow, 1985-1988. He joined Penn’s facul-
ty in 1991.

Simons Grant for Charles Kane (continued from page 1)

Bobbi Kurshan
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Dr. Wood, Physics & Astronomy
Dr. Thomas H. Wood, professor emeritus 

in Penn’s School of 
Arts & Sciences’ de-
partment of physics 
& astronomy, passed 
away July 5 at the age 
of 89.

Born in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Dr. Wood 
spent most of his 
youth in Tallahassee, 
Florida. He attend-
ed the University of 
Florida where he ma-
jored in mathematics 
before being draft-
ed into the US Navy 
in 1943. After attending the Naval Postgradu-
ate School in Monterrey, California, he was 
stationed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard where he 
helped oversee construction of the aircraft car-
rier FDR and served aboard as a radar operator. 

After WWII, Dr. Wood completed his under-
graduate degree and began graduate studies in 
physics and in the new field of biophysics at the 
University of Chicago. In 1953 he was awarded 
a PhD in physics. 

He then came to the University of Pennsylva-
nia where he became full professor of physics in 
1963, continuing work in radiation biology and 
genetics. He chaired the Physics Graduate Group 
from 1971-1976. Fond of travel, Dr. Wood took 
sabbatical leaves in Paris, France; Leicester, Eng-
land; and Cairo, Egypt. 

He became professor emeritus in 1988 and re-
tired from Penn a year later.

As an experimental biophysicist, Dr. Wood 
worked on mapping the E. coli genome decades 
before DNA sequencing, mentored younger fac-
ulty and trained a generation of premedical stu-
dents at Penn. 

Dr. Wood is survived by his sons, David, 
Robert and Scott; daughter-in-law, Suzanne; 
and grandchildren, Aaron, Carolyn and Rich-
ard Wood.

A celebration and recollection of Dr. Wood’s 
life will be held on Saturday, October 20, at 2 
p.m. followed by a reception at 4 p.m., at 375 
Baird Road, Merion Station, PA 19066. 

Donations in his name may be made to Salk 
Institute for Biological Studies, Office of Annu-
al Giving, 10010 North Torrey Pines Road, La 
Jolla, CA 92037 or to the Egyptian Section, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeolo-
gy and Anthropology, 3260 South Street, Phila-
delphia, PA 19104.

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
email almanac@upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office at 
Room 517, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 
or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu

Death

DRC Pilot and Feasibility Grants
The Diabetes Research Center (DRC) of the 

University of Pennsylvania is now accepting ap-
plications for support to perform Pilot and Fea-
sibility (P&F) studies in diabetes and related en-
docrine and metabolic disorders.

The P&F program is particularly directed at 
new investigators and established investigators 
new to diabetes research. Established diabetes in-
vestigators pursuing high impact/high risk proj-
ects or projects that are a significant departure 
from their usual work are also eligible for sup-
port under the DRC P&F program. Applications 
are welcome from basic, clinical and translation-
al investigators.

For information and application instructions, 
see: www.med.upenn.edu/idom/derc/pilots.html

If human subjects will be participating in the 
proposed research, it will be necessary to sub-
mit an IRB approval letter. If animal research is 
being proposed, a copy of the IACUC approv-
al letter is required. Approval may be pending 
at the time of application, but funds will not be 
disbursed without these approval letters. Equip-
ment, travel funds and investigator salary are not 
covered on this award.

Grants will be reviewed by the DRC Pilot 
and Feasibility Review Committee and inter-
nal and external reviewers.  Funding level maxi-
mum is $50,000. Current award period: April 1, 
2013-March 31, 2014.

Investigators who are currently in the first 
year of support through this P&F program may 
reapply for an additional year of funding.  Such 
continuation requests need to be carefully justi-
fied, however, and will be considered as a com-
peting renewal application.  

Application Deadline: Monday, December 3, 
2012. For more information, please contact Me-
lissa Reilly: (215) 898-4365 or mereilly@mail.
med.upenn.edu or Dr. Doris Stoffers, director, 
DRC Pilot & Feasibility Grants Program: (215) 
573-5413 or stoffers@mail.med.upenn.edu

Penn Trustees’ Fall Meetings 
All trustee committee meetings will be held at 

the Inn at Penn on October 25 & 26, 2012. Call 
(215) 898-7005 if you plan to attend.
Thursday, October 25 

8:30–10 a.m.—Local, National & Global 
Engagement Committee, Woodlands AB 

10:15–11:45 a.m.—Facilities & Campus 
Planning Committee, Woodlands AB 

2-3:30 p.m.—Student Life Committee, 
Woodlands CD 

3:45–5:15 p.m.—
Academic Policy Committee, Woodlands CD 
Budget & Finance Committee, Woodlands AB 

Friday, October 26 
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.—Stated Meeting of 

the Trustees, Woodlands ABCD 

WPPSA Board and Meeting
Chair: Linda Satchell, Netter Center for 

Community Partnerships
Chair-elect: Marcia Dotson, Political 

Science/SAS
Secretary: Michelle Wells Lockett, Office of 

Diversity and Community Outreach, Perelman 
School of Medicine

Treasurer: Joyce Woodward-Jones, ULAR-
University Laboratory Animal Resource

WPPSA will meet today, 12:30-1:30 p.m., 
on the 1st floor, Stiteler Hall; presentation from 
the Ronald  McDonald House, one of WPPSA’s 
service projects. 

For more information, www.upenn.edu/wpsa/

TBIC Pilot Grants: December 7
The Translational Biomedical Imaging Cen-

ter (TBIC) was established under the leader-
ship of The Institute for Translational Medicine 
and Therapeutics (ITMAT) in part “to broaden 
and accelerate translational imaging research 
through the development of a center to bring to-
gether investigators with diverse backgrounds 
that contribute to various aspects of imaging sci-
ence and who share a vision of contributing to 
the advancement of clinical medicine.” Among 
the approaches adopted by the TBIC to promote 
the use of imaging technology to facilitate trans-
lational research are the support of core facili-
ties, collaborative imaging scientists, and re-
treats/seminars. Building on this foundation, the 
TBIC announces a new collaborative pilot grant 
program to help catalyze collaborations between 
primary imaging scientists and primary biomed-
ical/clinical researchers that integrate novel im-
aging approaches to enhance translational sci-
ence and medicine.

These proposals require at least two co-prin-
cipal investigators, one investigator whose pri-
mary research focus is in imaging methodolo-
gy development and another investigator whose 
research is focused on biomedical science. 
At least one of the co-principal investigators 
should have a primary appointment in the Perel-
man School of Medicine. All investigators must 
be members of ITMAT. Please visit www.itmat.
upenn.edu/membership.shtml for details.

The TBIC adopts a broad definition of imag-
ing science and seeks proposals that focus on ana-
tomic or functional imaging approaches that span 
from the microscopic to in vivo regimes. Propos-
als that include a broad range of imaging meth-
ods, including image acquisition techniques, im-
age analysis and imaging probe development will 
be considered. Funding will be based on scientif-
ic merit, potential downstream clinical impact and 
the likelihood that the project will generate inde-
pendent funding to sustain the effort.  Post-pilot 
award outcomes will be surveyed. The deadline 
for applications is December 7, 2012 for an award 
start date of February 1, 2013.

Visit www.itmat.upenn.edu/funding.shtml for 
more information related to funding. For addition-
al information related to TBIC, visit www.itmat.
upenn.edu/ctsa/tbic/index.shtml or contact Drs. 
Mitchell Schnall at mitchell.schnall@uphs.upenn.
edu or James Gee at gee@mail.med.upenn.edu

ITMAT Proposals: December 7
The Institute for Translational Medicine and 

Therapeutics (ITMAT) invites proposals from 
ITMAT Members and ITMAT Associate Mem-
bers in the Research Associate or Instructor A 
categories. It is not too late to become a Mem-
ber or an Associate Member if you meet mem-
bership criterion and would like to apply for the 
grant. If you are interested, please visit the mem-
bership section of our website (www.itmat.upenn.
edu/membership.shtml) for details.

The proposals must center on the translational 
space—in terms of drug development, from proof 
of concept in cells or model systems through to 
mechanistic studies in humans or, in drug devel-
opment, completion of dose selection in Phase II. 
Programs that plan to progress within that space 
and which deploy technologies and approaches 
conventionally segregated from each other with-
in the traditional boundaries of academic medi-
cine will be especially favored. The proposals are 
due by December 7, 2012 for a proposal start date 
of February 1, 2013. Please visit our website at 
www.itmat.upenn.edu/funding.shtml for detailed 
instructions.

—Garret A. FitzGerald, Director, ITMAT

Thomas Wood

Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive email 

notification when we post 
breaking news between issues. 
Send an email to listserv@

lists.upenn.edu with “subscribe e-almanac <your 
full-name>” in the body of the message. —Ed.
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Honors & Other Things

RWJF Nurse Fellow: Dr. Adeniran
Dr. Rita K. Adeniran, director of diversity 

and inclusion at the 
Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylva-
nia, has been named 
one of only 20 Robert 
Wood Johnson Foun-
dation (RWJF) Exec-
utive Nurse Fellows 
from across the coun-
try for 2012. Dr. Ad-
eniran joins a select 
group of nurse lead-
ers chosen to partici-
pate in the three-year, 
world-class leadership 

development program which will enhance nurse 
leaders’ effectiveness in improving the nation’s 
health care system. Dr. Adeniran was chosen 
from more than 150 applicants for the fellow-
ship program.
IOM Committee: Dr. Asch

Dr. David A. Asch, executive director of the 
Penn Medicine Center for Innovation and the Rob-
ert D. Eilers Professor of Health Care Management 
and Economics in the Perelman School of Medi-
cine and the Wharton School, has been appoint-
ed to serve as a member of the Institute of Medi-
cine’s (IOM) new Committee on Governance and 
Financing of Graduate Medical Education.

The committee will be tasked with assessing 
the current regulation, financing, content, gov-
ernance, and organization of US graduate medi-
cal education and making recommendations for 
how to modify the system to “produce a phy-
sician workforce for a 21st century US health 
care system that provides high quality preven-
tive, acute and chronic care, and meets the needs 
of an aging and more diverse population.”
World Urban Campaign Co-Chair: 
Dr. Birch

Dr. Eugenie Birch, co-director of the Penn In-
stitute for Urban Research (IUR), was re-elect-
ed co-chair of the United Nations Human Set-
tlements Programme’s World Urban Campaign 
(WUF), a global coalition of public, private and 
civil society partners acting to promote sustain-
able urbanization.

Dr. Birch’s re-election underscores Penn 
IUR’s prominent position in the global conver-
sation on urban issues.

Dr. Birch was re-elected in September at the 
6th World Urban Forum, held in Naples, Ita-
ly where thousands of attendees learned about 
Penn IUR research and publications through an 
exhibit and Dr. Birch’s several presentations.
Diamond Anniversary Book Award

The authors of The Obama Victory: How 
Media, Money, and Message Shaped the 2008 
Election (Oxford University Press, 2010), Dr. 
Kate Kenski, Gr’06; Dr. Bruce W. Hardy, Gr’10; 
and Dr. Kathleen Hall Jamieson, the Elizabeth 
Ware Packard Professor of Communication in 
the Annenberg School and director of the An-
nenberg Public Policy Center, are the recipients 
of the Diamond Anniversary Book Award from 
the National Communication Association. The 
three authors will receive their award during the 
NCA annual conference in November. This is 
the fifth time in the history of this book award 
that an Annenberg author has received it.

Tribute Symposium: Dr. Brinster
Dr. Ralph Brinster’s half-century career at 

Penn was honored in 
August with a two-day 
symposium as tribute 
to his work and im-
pact on science. Dr. 
Brinster is the Richard 
King Mellon Professor 
of Reproductive Physi-
ology in the School of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Often regarded as 
the father of transgen-
esis, Dr. Brinster was 
the first veterinarian to 

receive the prestigious National Medal of Sci-
ence (Almanac October 4, 2011). The on-cam-
pus symposium provided an opportunity for 
over 15 noted scientists from around the globe 
to share the work they are doing in their labs.
Journalism Fellow: Ms. Broussard

Meredith Broussard, a lecturer in Penn’s Cen-
ter for Programs in 
Contemporary Writing, 
has been selected to be 
a USC Annenberg/Get-
ty Arts Journalism Pro-
gram Fellow. She is one 
of 15 arts journalists, 
web designers and web 
developers chosen from 
among 257 applicants.

The fellows will 
produce an arts/jour-
nalism project called 
“Engine 30” Novem-
ber 8-18. They’ll collaborate in a “pop-up 
newsroom” with arts editors and reporters from 
the The Los Angeles Times, KCET-TV’s “Art-
bound” and “Departures” programs, KPCC-FM 
and 16 students in USC Annenberg’s arts jour-
nalism masters program.

“Engine 30” is the latest in a series of ex-
perimental USC Annenberg/Getty Arts Journal-
ism projects.
Repligen Award: Dr. Christianson

Dr. David Christianson, Roy and Diana Va-
gelos Professor in Chemistry and Chemical Bi-
ology in Penn’s School of Arts & Sciences, will 
be named as the recipient of the 2013 Repli-
gen Award. The Repligen Award for Chemis-
try of Biological Processes was established in 
1985 and consists of a silver medal and hono-
rarium. Its purpose is to acknowledge and en-
courage outstanding contributions to the under-
standing of the chemistry of biological process-
es, with particular emphasis on structure, func-
tion and mechanism. The award is administered 
by the Division of Biological Chemistry of the 
American Chemical Society. The award sympo-
sium will take place at the Fall 2013 ACS Na-
tional Meeting in Indianapolis.
College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
President: Dr. Goldfarb

Dr. Stanley Goldfarb, professor of medi-
cine and associate dean for curriculum at Penn’s 
Perelman School of Medicine, has been named 
the 61st president of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia.

Established in 1787, the College is the oldest 
private medical society in the United States. Dr. 

John Morgan, founder of the Perelman School of 
Medicine, was also a founding member of the so-
ciety. Throughout its 225-year history, the College 
has provided a place for both medical profession-
als and the general public to learn about medicine 
as both a science and as an art. During his two-year 
term as president, Dr. Goldfarb will serve as the 
volunteer chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
oversee issues of governance for the society.
Honorary Degree: Dr. Krippendorff

Dr. Klaus Krippendorff, the Gregory Bateson 
Professor of Communication in the Annenberg 
School for Communi-
cation, was awarded 
the Swedish degree of 
doctor of philosophy 
honoris causa from 
Linnaeus University in 
Kalmar, Sweden this 
past spring. 

Their official cita-
tion reads as follows:

“Professor Krippen-
dorff has wide rang-
ing experience from the 
fields of design, com-
munication and technol-
ogy. He is a major influence on the development of 
global design discourses through his work and es-
pecially through his well-known book of 2006, The 
Semantic Turn.”
American Sociological Association: 
Dr. Lareau

Dr. Annette Lareau was named president-
elect of the American Sociological Association 
(ASA). She is the Stanley I. Sheerr Professor of 
Social Sciences in Penn’s School of Arts & Sci-
ences’ sociology department.

Following her year of service as president-
elect, Dr. Lareau’s term as president will begin 
in August 2013. In the meantime, she will chair 
the 2014 Program Committee that will shape the 
2014 ASA Annual Meeting in San Francisco.

Dr. Lareau has served on the ASA’s Commit-
tee on Committees and chaired both the Sociol-
ogy of the Family and the Sociology of Educa-
tion sections.

The American Sociological Association is a 
non-profit membership association dedicated to 
serving sociologists in their work and advancing 
sociology as a science and profession.
Honor Roll: HUP

The Hospital of the University of Pennsylva-
nia (HUP) has once again been ranked among 
the top hospitals in the nation by U.S. News & 
World Report. Their annual ranking of hospitals 
in America lists HUP as one of only 17 hospi-
tals in the nation to be recognized as an “Honor 
Roll” hospital for its exceptional performance, 
based on outstanding quality, expertise, technol-
ogy, and experience. According to the editors, 
the Honor Roll distinction “signals both rare 
breadth and rare depth of medical excellence.” 
HUP is the only hospital in the Philadelphia re-
gion to make the 2012-2013 Honor Roll.

In the publication’s rating of regional hos-
pitals, all three Penn Medicine hospitals were 
among the top 10 hospitals in Philadelphia. HUP 
again topped the list at #1, while Penn Presby-
terian Medical Center and Pennsylvania Hos-
pital ranked 3rd and 5th respectively. All three 
also ranked among the top 10 in Pennsylvania. 
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Corrections 
In the list of new 25-Year Club members, in 

the October 2 issue, Yogeshwar Sukwa should 
have been listed as Mr. not Ms. 
 In the October AT PENN calendar, under 
TALKS, the October 18 lecture by Terri Lip-
man, Hitch Your Wagon to a Star: A Roadmap 
for Promoting the Health of Children with En-
docrine Disorders, had the wrong time; it will 
begin at 3 p.m. in the Ann L. Roy Auditorium in 
the School of Nursing’s Claire M. Fagin Hall.
 In the October 2 story about the new lunch-
time talk series, Food for Thought, at the Uni-
versity Club, the date for the talk on the Maya 
2012 exhibit by Martin Simon should have said 
the talk will be on Friday, November 16. 
 In the October 2 Honors & Other Things col-
umn, Dr. Barbara Medoff-Cooper, who received 
the Nurse Scientist Award, was referred to as the 
inventor of a device. It should have said she is 
the co-inventor of the Neonur device; developed 
in collaboration with Dr. Jay N. Zemel, the H. 
Nedwill Ramsey Professor Emeritus of Sensor 
Technologies in the department of electrical and 
systems engineering in SEAS at Penn.
 We regret the errors.                           

—Eds.

Emerging Leaders Grant: Dr. Larson
Puentes de Salud co-founders Dr. Steve Lar-

son, associate professor of emergency medicine 
in Penn’s Perelman School of Medicine, and Dr. 
Matthew O’Brien of Temple University, were 
selected for an Emerging Leaders Fund grant 
from the Claneil Foundation to support Puentes 
de Salud, a nonprofit free health clinic for Lati-
no immigrants in Philadelphia.

The Emerging Leaders Fund provides found-
ers and leaders of young organizations who show 
great potential for strong positive impact with 
$200,000 of unrestricted funding over four years 
and a peer group of other leaders for guidance. 

Puentes de Salud partners with communi-
ty leaders, local government, and educational 
and nonprofit institutions to address the detri-
mental economic and social attributes impacting 
the health of South Philadelphia’s Latino popu-
lation. In doing so, Puentes de Salud promotes 
health and wellness in this population and ed-
ucates future generations of community advo-
cates, health care providers, educators and lead-
ers by offering opportunities for responsible and 
respectful community engagement.

Ninth grade students at University City and 
Sayre high schools in West Philadelphia will 
be the beneficiaries of a $300,000 competitive 
grant received by the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s Netter Center for Community Partnerships 
from the AT&T Aspire Local High School Im-
pact Initiative. 

The funds will support programming de-
signed to stem the dropout crisis. The gift was 
presented October 4 at University City High 
School (UCHS) in ceremonies that featured 
Pennsylvania First Lady Susan Corbett and of-
ficials from AT&T, the Netter Center and the 
School District of Philadelphia.

“Dropping out of school exacts a human 
toll,” Ms. Corbett said, “Over a lifetime, high 
school dropouts earn $1 million less than those 
with a college degree and are more likely to end 
up in the justice system or to require public as-
sistance. They take a toll on the city, the state 
and the nation.”

This two-year grant will support the schools’ 
College Access and Career Readiness (CACR) 
program, a component of the Netter Center’s 
comprehensive University-Assisted Communi-
ty Schools strategy. Set up inside the two high 
schools in 2010, the CACR programs provide 
students academic support and guidance in 
making plans for their education.

Specifically, the grant will provide academic 
support and enrichment to help 700 ninth-grade 
students elevate their academic performance 
and achieve on-time promotion to the next 
grade. Program staff coordinators, along with 
university students serving as graduation coach-
es and tutors, will develop a support system for 
these students to help them succeed academical-
ly, increasing their chances of earning a diploma 
and begin planning for post-secondary success.

UCHS Principal Timothy Stults said the CACR 
program there, called Student Success Center, has 
already made a difference. He said UCHS has seen 
a dramatic rise in the number of students taking 
advanced placement courses, the school-wide at-
tendance rate, the graduation rate and number of 

Netter Center to Use AT&T Grant to Support Ninth Graders’ Achievement 
at Two West Philadelphia Schools

Philadelphia Police Foundation:  
Ms. Rush

Maureen Rush, the vice president of public 
safety at the University of Pennsylvania, has been 
chosen as the Philadelphia Police Foundation’s 
first female president. The vote was unanimous.

After six years as a member of the founda-
tion and 18-year veteran of the Philadelphia Po-
lice Department, Ms. Rush has a long history as 
a pioneer in trailblazing opportunities for wom-
en in law enforcement. 

With a nearly 40-year career, she was one of 
the first 100 women hired as Philadelphia police 
officers to serve on the street patrols in 1976.  
Twenty years later, she earned the role of first 
female chief in the Penn Police Department.

In 2000, Ms. Rush became the vice presi-
dent for public safety, where she oversees sev-
en departments within Penn’s Division of Pub-
lic Safety.

The Philadelphia Police Foundation is a non-
profit organization that supports Philadelphia’s 
Police Department by funding projects that fall 
outside the scope of the city’s budget, such as 
bicycles, training, ballistic vests and Segways.

ASMBS Excellence: Dr. Sarwer
Dr. David Sarwer, professor of psychology in 

psychiatry and surgery at 
Penn’s Perelman School 
of Medicine, has been 
honored by the Amer-
ican Society of Meta-
bolic and Bariatric Sur-
gery (ASMBS) with the 
2012 Circle of Excel-
lence Award. The award 
recognizes achievement 
in education, research, 
patient care and admin-
istrative and/or public 
awareness in the field of 

metabolic and bariatric surgery. This is the first 
time the surgical society has honored a mental 
health professional with the award.

A world-renowned expert in the assessment and 
treatment of obesity, Dr. Sarwer is also the direc-
tor of clinical services at the Center for Weight and 
Eating Disorders and the director of the Stunkard 
Weight Management Program at Penn Medicine.
AAHN President: Dr. Whelan

Dr. Jean Whelan, special projects director for 
Penn’s Barbara Bates Center for the Study of the 
History of Nursing, was named president of the 

American Association 
for the History of Nurs-
ing. Her term began Sep-
tember 30.

Founded in 1978, the 
American Association 
for the History of Nurs-
ing is an organization 
that advances historical 
scholarship in nursing 
and health care and pro-
motes the development 
of nurse historians. Dr. 
Whelan’s research fo-

cuses on the historical development of the US 
nursing workforce and the policy involved in 
maintaining adequate nurse services.

Jean Whelan
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students with post-secondary plans.
UCHS senior Glen Casey said, “the Student 

Success Center got me on a positive path. I’ve 
gained skills, had the opportunity to work on 
projects, do college-level research and meet im-
portant people.” 

Thanking AT&T for its support, Ira Harkavy, 
Penn associate vice president and Netter Cen-
ter director, said this program will build upon 
more than two decades of successful collabora-
tion between Penn and West Philadelphia part-
ners, “deepening the partnerships that focus on 
college access, career readiness, retention and 
completion.”

Dr. Harkavy said that community partner-
ships also help to make Penn a better university.

William Hite, superintendent of the School 
District of Philadelphia, who said he was tweet-
ing Mr. Casey’s remarks as the student spoke, 
echoed thanks to AT&T and said he’s thrilled to 
have these programs in Philadelphia schools.

“We know that students exposed to college-
access programs do better in school, students 
exposed to career-readiness programs are more 
successful on the job,” he said.

Sayre High School Principal Charles Ireland, 
himself born and raised in West Philadelphia ad-
dressed the students directly, saying, “we’re all 
here for you. The only reason we do this work is 
so you guys can be successful.”

The goals of this grant go hand-in-glove with 
Opening Doors, Ms. Corbett’s initiative to ensure 
Pennsylvania youth have a promising future.

“Together with organizations like the Nett-
er Center and committed companies like AT&T, 
we can help open the doors to a brighter future 
for our children, our Commonwealth and our 
nation,” Ms. Corbett said.

Noting that there were thousands of appli-
cants for the grants, Joseph Divis of AT&T Ex-
ternal Affairs, congratulated the Netter Cen-
ter and the staffs at both schools for their work, 
adding, “together, we can confront the drop-out 
problem head-on.”



ALMANAC   October 16, 20126   www.upenn.edu/almanac

For additional tips, see the One Step 
Ahead link on the Information Security web-
site: www.upenn.edu/computing/security/

Another tip in a series provided by the  
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

Engaging Students through Technology, a 
symposium for faculty and instructors will be 
held on Friday, October 26, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

It will be hosted by the Penn Libraries’ Da-
vid B. Weigle Information Commons in con-
junction with the School of Arts & Sciences. 

Inside Out: Using Technology to Enhance 
Classroom Interactions will address the follow-
ing topics:

• How can social media enhance face-to-face 
interactions with students? 

• How can video and collaboration tools help 
students demonstrate their mastery of concepts? 

• How can tech tools free up valuable class 
time and what can be done with this time? 

Annual Selection Period for 
Retirees and Long-Term Disability (LTD) Recipients: 

October 29–November 9
The Annual Selection Period for retirees and Long-Term Disability (LTD) recipients will 

run from Monday, October 29 through Friday, November 9, 2012. This annual two-week 
event allows participants to review their current benefits and make changes for the upcoming 
calendar year. All changes will be effective as of January 1, 2013. 

Personalized enrollment packets will be mailed to each participant’s home shortly. You’ll 
receive a 2013 Annual Selection Period Guide, which includes a personalized worksheet with 
your current enrollment information and costs, medical plan comparison charts, what’s new 
for 2013 and more. Visit the Human Resources website at www.hr.upenn.edu/benefits/retiring 
for complete details.

Retirees and LTD recipients are invited to attend a benefits information session on Wednes-
day, October 31 in Ben Franklin Room, Houston Hall, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Representatives from 
Independence Blue Cross, Aetna, Medco, SilverScript, Social Security and Medicare will be 
on campus to share information and answer questions.

Retirees who wish to make changes to their benefits must enroll online or call the Penn 
Benefits Center by Friday, November 9, 2012. LTD participants must call the Penn Benefits 
Center to enroll.   

If you have questions about this year’s Annual Selection Period, please contact the Penn 
Benefits Center at 1-888-PENNBEN (1-888-736-6236), Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m. 

—Division of Human Resources

Security and Privacy 
Online Training & Tools:

Penn provides a variety of free tips 
and tools to help you stay on top of priva-
cy and security issues:

“Top 10” Lists: Whether it be the 
most important steps to take to protect 
your smartphone, computer, applica-
tion or to secure your Facebook profile, 
Information Security and Privacy have 
you covered. Check out easy-to-under-
stand “Top 10” lists on all these topics 
at:  www.upenn.edu/computing/securi-
ty/checklists/Top10 and www.upenn.edu/
privacy/Brochures/top10fb.pdf

Grady the Security Dog: In this short 
video, Grady points to the simplest way 
to create a secure password: www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=jeC_KzgPNk0

Securing the Human: Free online 
computer security training on more than 
30 topics is available for all Penn facul-
ty and staff. Each web-based module is 
only a few minutes long. Contact your 
Local Support Provider, who can request 
access on your behalf from Information 
Security.

If you have questions or feedback 
about any of these free online resources 
contact security@isc.upenn.edu or pri-
vacy@upenn.edu If you are unsure who 
your local support provider is, visit www.
upenn.edu/computing/view/support/ 

Penn Green Fund: October 31
The Fall 2012 application period is 

now open for the Penn Green Fund; appli-
cations are due by 5 p.m. on October 31.

The Penn Green Fund welcomes ideas 
from the Penn community about ways to 
improve Penn’s environmental perfor-
mance and reduce campus emissions. An 
initiative of Penn’s Green Campus Part-
nership and funded by the Division of 
Facilities and Real Estate Services, the 
Green Fund was designed to seed inno-
vative ideas from Penn students, facul-
ty, and staff, with one-time grants of as 
much as $50,000. Learn more about the 
Green Fund application process, crite-
ria for project proposals, and the status 
of previously awarded projects at www.
upenn.edu/sustainability  

The Green Fund Review Board looks 
forward to receiving applications from 
the Penn community, especially in those 
areas not yet significantly impacted by 
sustainability efforts. Applicants are en-
couraged to email sustainability@upenn.
edu well in advance of the deadline to ar-
range a time to discuss the proposed proj-
ect and resolve any questions about the 
process.

Engaging 
Students 
through 
Technology— 
A Symposium 
for Faculty:
October 26

The symposium will include a faculty panel, 
a student panel, lunch and an unconference-style 
afternoon where participants propose sessions.
Conference Schedule

10 to 11:15 a.m.—Cohen Hall Room 402 
Faculty panel, including Al Filreis, Shannon 

Lundeen and Peter Struck (SAS), and Connie 
Scanga (Nursing). 

11:15 a.m. to noon—Cohen Hall Room 402
Peter Decherney (SAS) will facilitate a panel 

discussion of undergraduate students who will 
share their perspectives. 

Noon to 3 p.m.—Van Pelt-Dietrich Library 
Center

Lunch with symposium presenters in the 
Weigle Information Commons followed by 
multiple afternoon sessions with topics pro-
posed by participants.

For more information and to register visit 
wic.library.upenn.edu

Registration is open for Penn faculty and in-
structors. Interested graduate students can email 
wic1@pobox.upenn.edu to be included on a 
space-available basis.

The Penn Museum presents a special opportunity; the Museum is 
partnering with the Arden Theatre Company as they gear up for Freud’s 
Last Session, an imaginative play by Mark St. Germain, directed by Ian 
Merrill Peaks, running late October through December 23, 2012.

About Freud’s Last Session: On the day that England enters World 
War II, Sigmund Freud invites a young C. S. Lewis (future author of 
such classics as The Chronicles of Narnia, The Screwtape Letters, 
and The Great Divorce) to his London flat. Here, the father of mod-
ern psychology challenges a little known professor on the brink of lit-
erary fame.

The Penn Museum connection: Sigmund Freud was a prolific col-
lector of antiquities—so much so that the Museum hosted a traveling 
exhibition, The Sigmund Freud Antiquities: Fragments from a Buried 
Past, in 1989. In order to create an authentic space for Freud’s office, 
the Arden Theatre Co. needed to find a collection of suitable antiquities. 
Penn Museum loaned 17 artifact reproductions from the collection—
Asian, Egyptian, Greek and Roman pieces—to help set the stage, and 
the tone, for what happens when these two great men meet.

Tickets are now available for the last dress rehearsal of Freud’s 
Last Session, on Wednesday, October 24, 8 p.m. at the award-winning 
Arden Theatre Company, 40 North 2nd Street in Philadelphia. Tickets 
are $15, with all proceeds going to the Penn Museum. 

Tickets are limited. Order advance tickets at www.penn.museum/
events-calendar/details/914.html and print out the ticket voucher. Open seating tickets will be handed out 
beginning at 7 p.m. on the day of the show at the Arden Theatre.

Penn Museum & the Arden Theatre: Setting the Stage for Freud’s Last Session 

One of the many artifact re-
productions from the collec-
tions of the Penn Museum on 
loan to the Arden Theatre for 
Freud’s Last Session.



ALMANAC   October 16, 2012 www.upenn.edu/almanac   7   

The	 University	 of	 Pennsylvania’s	 journal	 of	 record,	 opinion	
and	news	 is	published	Tuesdays	during	 the	academic	year,	and	
as needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic edi-
tions	on	the	Internet	(accessible	through	the	Penn	website)	include	
HTML,	Acrobat	and	mobile	versions	of	the	print	edition,	and	interim	
information	may	be	posted	in	electronic-only	form.	Guidelines	for	
readers and contributors are available on request and online.

EDITOR	 Marguerite	F.	Miller
ASSOCIATE	EDITOR	 Natalie	Woulard
ASSISTANT	EDITOR	 J.	Gordon	Faylor
STUDENT	ASSISTANTS	 Kelly	Bannan,	Halie	Craig,	
	 Laura	Crockett,	Minji	Kwak,		

 Andrea Yeh
ALMANAC	ADVISORY	BOARD:	For	the	Faculty	Senate,	Mar-

tin	Pring	(chair),	Sunday	Akintoye,	Al	Filreis,	Carey	Mazer,	Raquel	
Walton,	 Tess	 Wilkerson-Ryan.	 For	 the	 Administration, Stephen	
MacCarthy.	For	 the	Staff	Assemblies,	Nancy	McCue,	PPSA;	Mi-
chelle	Wells	Lockett,	WPPSA;	Jon	Shaw,	Librarians	Assembly.

The	University	 of	Pennsylvania	 values	diversity	 and	 seeks	
talented	 students,	 faculty	 and	 staff	 from	 diverse	 backgrounds.	
The	University	of	Pennsylvania	does	not	discriminate	on	the	ba-
sis	of	race,	color,	sex,	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	religion,	
creed,	national	or	ethnic	origin,	citizenship	status,	age,	disability,	
veteran	status	or	any	other	 legally	protected	class	status	 in	 the	
administration	of	its	admissions,	financial	aid,	educational	or	ath-
letic	 programs,	or	 other	University-administered	programs	or	 in	
its	employment	practices.	Questions	or	complaints	regarding	this	
policy	 should	 be	 directed	 to	Sam	Starks,	Executive	Director	 of	
the	Office	of	Affirmative	Action	and	Equal	Opportunity	Programs,	
Sansom	 Place	 East,	
3600	 Chestnut	 Street,	
Suite	 228,	 Philadelphia,	
PA	19104-6106;	 or	 (215)	
898-6993	(Voice)	or	(215)	
898-7803	(TDD).	

3910	Chestnut	Street,	2nd	floor
Philadelphia,	PA	19104-3111
Phone:	(215)	898-5274	or	5275	
FAX:	(215)	898-9137
Email: almanac@upenn.edu
URL:	www.upenn.edu/almanac

Update
October AT PENN

Did you know that Penn’s new 3-year academ-
ic calendar is available on Almanac’s web-
site, Penn’s mobile website and 
as a printable PDF? 

You can also get the calen-
dar to sync with MS Outlook, 
Apple iCal, Google calendar 
and your mobile devices by vis-
iting www.upenn.edu/almanac/
acadcal.html and following the 
instructions from the link at the top of the page. 

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report:	Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus	report	for October 1-7, 2012.	Also	reported	were	30	Crimes	Against	Property (1	auto	theft,	24	thefts,	
1	act	of	fraud	and	4	other	offenses).	Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v59/n08/
creport.html.	Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Ed.

This	summary	is	prepared	by	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	includes	all	criminal	incidents	reported	and	
made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	October 1-7, 2012.	The	University	Po-
lice	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	River	to	43rd	Street	in	con-
junction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	public	
safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	concerns	
or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.

18th District Report
Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	from	the	18th	District:	2	incidents	(both	robberies)	with	1	arrest	re-

ported	between	October 1-7, 2012	by	the	18th	District	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	Street	&	Market	
Street	to	Woodland	Avenue.

Portable 3-Year Academic Calendar

Penn’s Way 2013 Raffle Drawings
Week Three: October 22 Drawing 

(for week of October 15-19)
Arden Theatre Company: Two theatre tickets
Bikram Yoga:  $50 gift card
Eastern State Penitentiary: Two admission tickets
Lamberti Restaurant: $50 gift certificate
Landmark Theatres: Two VIP passes 
Penn Business Services: Nook Simple Touch 

eReader
Penn Ice Rink: Coupon book for 10 free admis-

sions
Water Works Restaurant: $50 gift card

Week One Winners: October 8 Drawing
(for week of October 1-5)

Penn Museum:  2 VIP passes to Maya Exhib-
it—Donna Lee Wood, PA Hospital

Penn Museum:  2 VIP passes to Maya Exhibit 
—Ellen Carlino, UPHS CCA

Penn Athletics:  2 tickets to a Penn Football 
game—Bonnie Barrett, Penn Presbyterian

Penn Student Agencies:  Penn hoodie—Robin 
Harmony, UPHS COR

Picnic (Restaurant):  $25 gift certificate—Ni-
cole Wames, PA Hospital

Philadelphia 76ers:  Signed poster by Evan 
Turner—Angela Athanasoula, UPHS CPUP

Penn Ice Rink:  Coupon book for 10 admis-
sions—Lorie DeRose, UPHS CCA

Hampton Inn:  One weekend stay plus two 
breakfasts*—Maria Tague, UPHS HUP

Penne Restaurant & Wine Bar:  $75 gift certif-
icate—Mark Pomeroy, Human Resources

* Prizes valued at over $100 are subject to state and 
federal tax. Winners are offered the option of refus-
ing the prize.

See www.upenn.edu/pennsway for more info.

10/02/12	 9:41	PM	 4000	Market	St	 Defendant	yelling	on	highway/refused	to	leave/Arrest
10/06/12	 12:27	AM	 3900	Sansom	St	 Intoxicated	male	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
10/06/12	 8:33	AM	 106	S	38th	St	 Disorderly	male	in	store/Citation	issued

EXHIBIT
Now Penn Med Art Show; showcases artwork 
from Penn’s scientific community; Fox Art Gal-
lery, Claudia Cohen Hall. Through October 25.

ON STAGE
24 Mask and Wig Presents: Tights, Camera, Ac-
tion!; 8 p.m.; Iron Gate Theater; $10/Locust Walk, 
$15/door, tickets: maskandwig.com/tickets (Mask 
and Wig). Also October 25, 8 p.m., October 26, 7 
and 9:30 p.m., and October 27, 7 and 9:30 p.m.

TALKS
16 MDA-9/Syntenin: Novel Pro-metastatic Gene 
and Cancer Therapeutic Target; Paul Fisher, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University; 3 p.m.; Audito-
rium, Wistar Institute (Herlyn Lab).
17 Sustainable Energy Development: The Water 
Nexus and Possible Paths to the Future; Noam Lior, 
mechanical engineering & applied mechanics; noon; 
Carolyn Lynch Room, Chemistry Bldg. (IES, IGEL). 
19 Why Laws Aren’t Implemented: Accountabil-
ity Regimes and India’s Social Welfare Programs; 
Nick Robinson, Centre for Policy Research; noon; 
Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI). 
24 Green Streets/Green City; L.B. Cossaboon, 
McCormick Taylor; noon; Carolyn Lynch Room, 
Chemistry Bldg. (IES).

The University of 
Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medi-
cine has been added to 
the list of United Way 
charities to which indi-
viduals in the Philadel-
phia area may donate 
as part of a workplace 
campaign.

Within the Penn and 
Penn Medicine com-
munity, employees can 
contribute to United 
Way charities as part 
of the 2013 Penn’s Way 
campaign, which con-
tinues through November 16. Penn employees can 
have their donations directly deducted from their 
salary on a one-time or recurring basis.

People outside of Penn who are participating in 
other Philadelphia-area workplace campaigns can 
also select Penn Vet as their charity of choice. The 
United Way identification number for Penn Vet is 
50178, and it can also be found by searching the 
school’s name.

Penn Vet Dean Joan Hendricks said it’s particu-
larly meaningful that Penn and Penn Medicine em-
ployees can now donate to the veterinary school, 
where many take their pets for care.

“We depend on our supporters,” Dean Hen-
dricks said. “Every dollar we receive helps our cli-
ents receive more affordable care for their pets. 
Every dollar helps us avoid charging our students 
more so they can graduate and do good work in-
stead of paying down debt. The more support we 
get, the more we can do to fulfill our mission.”

Donations to Penn Vet or any of the other ap-
proved charities as part of the Penn’s Way cam-
paign can be made at www.upenn.edu/pennsway

Helping Penn Vet 

Almanac on Penn Mobile Website
Almanac is available on Penn’s mobile web-

site, in addition to Almanac’s other familiar pa-
per-free options such as the website, RSS Feed 
and weekly Express Almanac email. Users can 
access the complete issue of Almanac—the Uni-
versity’s official journal of record, opinion and 
news—from their mobile devices by choosing 
“Almanac” under the category of “News” from 
the mobile site’s homepage, http://m.upenn.edu

AT PENN Deadlines 
The October AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac. The deadline for the 
weekly Update is each Monday for the following 
week’s issue. The deadline for the November AT 
PENN calendar is today, October 16. 

Events are subject to change. Information is on 
the sponsoring department’s website. Sponsors are 
in parentheses. For locations, call (215) 898-5000 or 
see www.facilities.upenn.edu 

10/04/2012	 2:00	AM	 5042	Market	St	 Robbery
10/07/2012	 4:35	PM	 900	S	48th	St	 Robbery/Arrest
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Ralph M. Rosen is the Rose Family Endowed Term Professor of Classical Studies and 
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies in the School of Arts & Sciences

and a recipient of the 2002 Ira Abrams Memorial Award forDistinguished Teaching for Faculty in SAS

Teaching with Facebook
Ralph Rosen

It is difficult to get through a social gathering these days without the 
conversation at some point turning to Facebook, and in these situations 
it never fails to raise an eyebrow when I mention that I’ve set up a Face-
book page for one of my classes. This began as a modest experiment three 
years ago in my Classical Studies course, “Scandalous Arts in Ancient and 
Modern Society,” when I sensed that many of the students were peeking 
at Facebook in class anyway instead of focusing on Plato or the Sex Pis-
tols as they should have been. If I could find a way to make their academic 
world occasionally pop into their private life, I thought, surely that would 
be progress of some sort. It was for this reason that Facebook seemed a 
better bet than Blackboard, the traditional web-based course interface that 
most of us already use. Blackboard feels too ‘official,’ too tied into the in-
stiutional formalities of the course, and it’s not really a place where one 
can post photos next to a syllabus—which is exactly the ‘feel’ I was af-
ter for this course.

“Scandalous Arts” is a medium-to-large class, usually enrolling 
around 75 students, taught in seminar-style despite its size. It concerns 
a set of perennial, fundamental aesthetic questions, which ramify in turn 
to cultural, political, and religious realms. The class studies comparative-
ly the scandalous arts of Greco-Roman antiquity and more recent eras—
the literary and visual arts, that is, that push boundaries or transgress pre-
vailing norms of taste or, in some cases, law. At the same time, it asks 
what it means to ‘classicize’ a work of art, why exactly calling something 
‘classical’ detoxifies what otherwise might be considered scandalous el-
ements. Why do we only smile at the obscene language of a poet such 
as Catullus or Martial, while in our own time we take novels to court, or 
impose fines on public media for using similar language? Modern media 
has much to offer a class such as this; there are plenty of YouTube vid-
eos freely available of artists and writers at work, documentaries, movie 
clips, images of ancient art, performances of ancient drama, not to men-
tion scholarly commentary in the form of  academic writing, blogs and 
assorted think-pieces. 

Our Facebook page does little more than act as a repository for such 
material, organized chronologically to follow the flow of the course. Ev-
ery year, as I (and the students) discover new material relevant to the class, 
I can add it to the Facebook page. In class, I can call up the page at the 
beginning of class, and I immediately have access to any of this mate-
rial if I decide to use it that day. Much of it is simply supplementary to 
the classes—we don’t have the time to watch all the interviews out there 
of  Nabokov discussing the scandalous Lolita, or to view an entire per-
formance of a salacious comedy of Aristophanes, but it’s all there in one 
place for students to consult at their leisure, either for further study or to 
share with friends who may have nothing to do with the course. Best of 
all, I have the settings such that the Facebook page allows not only mem-
bers of the class, but even the public at large to view and interact with the 
posted material.

This last point is what tends to startle people the most, precisely be-
cause it embraces for the classroom the very aspect of social networking 
that even its champions often think should be segregated from an academ-

ic setting, namely its very public nature. This is hardly the kind of forum 
I would like to encourage for every class I teach, but it’s exactly what I 
want for this one. For the issues we confront in this class, I think, go far 
beyond history lessons and aesthetic taste. Artistic material in any cul-
ture that scandalizes some portion of its populace forces everyone to think 
about even larger questions—about free speech, religion and state, demo-
graphic pluralism, class, gender—indeed the very enterprise of assessing 
the arts from a moral perspective. 

These are not discussions that should be limited to the classroom, it 
seems to me; they are discussions everyone should be having with each 
other daily. In the real world, when the time for debate is over real de-
cisions with real consequences have to be made about controversial art. 
When, for example, the Corcoran Gallery famously decided against host-
ing an exhibition of Robert Mapplethorpe’s scandalous photographs in 
1989, it could do them no good to wring their hands about the difficulty of 
such a decision. They could either host the show or not, but either choice 
is to take a stand. All our students will one day find themselves confront-
ing similar dilemmas, whether as decision-makers themselves or as mem-
bers of a public who from time to time will have to take a stand them-
selves on art that disturbs or offends. The more opportunity we have to 
think philosophically and historically about such matters when we’re not 
being forced to make practical decisions about them, the better equipped 
we’ll be to do so when we are.

The conversations one has on Facebook about such topics are often 
impressionistic and unnuanced, but they are ‘real’ in the sense that they 
reflect the ways in which people actually talk about them day to day. With 
enough people joining the conversation from far and wide, one learns to 
react to the scrappiness of such discourse by objecting, correcting, refor-
mulating—even if only offline, or to oneself. The various conversational 
threads posted beneath video clips, interviews, or links to articles, were 
usually just brief, sometimes aphoristic, comments, but they were often 
provocative and prompted more full-scale discussion in the classroom. 
One thread of this sort that comes to mind concerned a posting I added 
to the Facebook page about a retrospective show in Paris last spring of 
the photographer Helmut Newton, a controversial artist whose predilec-
tion for the female nude was legendary. This was actually not something 
I had planned to address in the class, but it seemed relevant at the point in 
the semester when we were considering ancient attitudes towards nudity 
and pornography, so I added it to the Facebook page as a last-minute com-
parandum. That posting alone prompted a memorably nuanced discussion 
in class about gender and aesthetics, which I now plan to replicate in fu-
ture iterations of the class.   

When it comes to topics as complex and intractable as scandalous art, 
I have found the virtue of Facebook to be its ability to bring in the frag-
ments, squeaks, and rants of voices from unexpected places, which I could 
never anticipate or plan for within the ordered context of the classroom. 
As a teacher, I certainly privilege academic rigor and coherence as much 
as I always have, but Facebook has shown me that there is sometimes ped-
agogical value in the random and scrappy. 


