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Bob & Penny Fox

New $5 Million Gift: Expanding Fox Leadership Program at Penn

Laurie Olin, 
Practice Pro-
fessor of Land-
scape Architec-
ture at the Uni-
versity of Penn-
sylvania, was re-
cently awarded 
the 2012 National 
Medal of Arts— 
the nation’s high-
est civic honor 
for excellence in 
the arts—by the 
National Endow-
ment of the Arts. 
President Barack 
Obama present-

ed the award at a ceremony this summer at the 
White House. 

President Obama cited Mr. Olin for “his acute 
sense of harmony and balance between nature 
and design,” and noted that he has “dedicated his 
energy to shaping many iconic spaces around the 
world and to educating new leaders in his art.”

Mr. Olin, who has taught at Penn more than 
35 years, established the landscape architec-
ture, urban design and planning firm, Olin Part-
nerships, Ltd., with studios in Philadelphia and 
Los Angeles. It is responsible for revitalizing 
Philadelphia’s Benjamin Franklin Parkway—
where he served as the landscape architect for 
the Barnes Foundation’s new art education cen-
ter—and many other projects across the world 
including New York City’s Bryant Park and 
the Washington Monument Grounds. He was a 
member of Penn’s Faculty Design Team that un-
dertook, produced and implemented the Univer-
sity’s Landscape Master Plan of 1976.

Professor Olin was recently honored with 
the 2013 Thomas Jefferson Foundation Med-
al in Architecture, granted jointly by the Thom-
as Jefferson Foundation and the University of 
Virginia School of Architecture and is a Fellow 
of the American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects (ASLA). He was the recipient of the 2011 

Medal of Arts: Laurie Olin

Laurie Olin

Thanks to a generous boost from its found-
ers, the Fox Leadership Program at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania will be able to prepare even 
more students for lives of leadership and service.

The Fox Leadership Program already engag-
es thousands of students each year with its “study 
and serve” mission, accomplished through a 
combination of coursework, advising, events 
and service experiences. Robert A. Fox, C’52, 
and Penny Grossman Fox, ED’53, established 
the program in 1999 and permanently endowed 

it with a gift of $10 million in 2007. Now they 
have made a new gift of $5 million to expand the 
program and establish four new scholarships in 
the School of Arts and Sciences, bringing their 
total support of the program to more than $28 
million. In addition to providing programmatic 
support, the Foxes created three endowed chairs 
in the School of Arts and Sciences. 

“Bob and Penny have a tremendous passion 
for giving Penn undergraduates unique oppor-
tunities to explore both service and leadership,” 
said Penn President Amy Gutmann. “They cre-
ated this program to enable our students to de-
velop and apply their skills in practical and 
meaningful ways. The value of this approach 
has become ever more apparent with each pass-
ing year. We are so very grateful to Bob and 
Penny for their vision and their continued gen-
erosity, which will benefit students for genera-
tions to come.”

The Fox Leadership Program offers myr-
iad service and leadership-building activities 
for undergraduates. These include Fox Fel-
lowships—one- to two-year service and learn-
ing experiences at leading non-profit and gov-
ernment agencies—and the Penn in Washing-
ton program, which sponsors internships and 
events for Penn students in the nation’s capital. 
Fox Leadership is also behind University initia-
tives such as Penn Leads the Vote, a non-par-
tisan, student-led network that has dramatical-
ly increased on-campus election turnout; Penn 
Undergraduates in New Orleans, the largest 

The University of Pennsylvania has been named 
a project site for the Undergraduate STEM Educa-
tion Initiative, a multiyear, multimillion dollar proj-
ect that aims to improve the quality of education in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
Developed by the Association of American Univer-
sities in 2011, the project called for proposals from 
member universities, looking for those best able to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of evidence-based 
teaching practices in these disciplines.

The AAU initiative received a three-year, 
$4.7 million grant from The Leona M. and Har-
ry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust in October 
which has enabled the association to develop 
the initiative framework and provide $500,000 
to each of eight project sites.

Leveraging its Open Learning Initiative and 
its Center for Teaching and Learning, Penn was 
named one of these sites and will implement its 
proposal during the next three years. 

“Vice Provost Andy Binns and I are pleased 
and proud that Penn will be part of this important 
initiative,” Provost Vincent Price said. “It recog-
nizes the leadership of our outstanding faculty in 
both STEM education and open learning and the 
ways in which these two areas are working togeth-
er synergistically to support our educational mis-
sion. We look forward to the enthusiastic partici-
pation of the Penn community in the years ahead.” 

Penn to Implement AAU Undergraduate STEM Education Initiative
Dennis DeTurck, dean of the College, and Beth 

Winkelstein, associate dean for undergraduate edu-
cation in SEAS, will lead the project at Penn.

At the project’s core is the proliferation of 
online courses, particularly the new massive-
ly open MOOCs. Notable among these class-
es is “Calculus: Single Variable,” taught by PIK 
Professor Robert Ghrist. The series of animated 
lectures has attracted tens of thousands of stu-
dents and has been recommended for credit by 
the American Council on Education. 

Using his animated lecture materials as a 
model, Penn will implement a series of “gate-
way” courses that include varied levels of active 
learning that will enable undergraduates to di-
rectly engage in the STEM disciplines and bet-
ter prepare them for advanced study.

“By converting lectures to a digital format,” 
Dr. DeTurck said, “we can open up class time 
for more interactive, engaging teaching meth-
ods that have been shown to be particularly ef-
fective for these disciplines.” 

The new “blended” courses will be taught in 
mathematics, physics, chemistry and bioengi-
neering. Approximately 30 faculty members are 
already engaged with introducing active learn-
ing pedagogy in their classes at Penn.   

“We are very pleased and excited about this 
(continued on page 7)
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Speaking Out welcomes reader 
contributions. Short, timely letters on 
University issues will be accepted by 
Thursday at noon for the following  

Tuesday’s issue, subject to right-of-reply 
guidelines. Advance notice of intention 

to submit is appreciated. —Eds.

SPEAKING OUT

Legacy and Innovation: Unlocking Value in Regional Energy Assets 
The University of Pennsylvania is hosting a symposium on October 11, Legacy and Innova-

tion: Unlocking Value in Regional Energy Assets. The symposium will bring together regional 
and national leaders across urban policy, planning, design, innovation and economic develop-
ment to discuss a future for the Philadelphia region, with the aim of generating an actionable re-
search agenda that can be applied to other metropolitan areas across the country and the world.

The day-long symposium will include four panels, featuring Penn faculty and distin-
guished guests, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Fitts Auditorium at Penn Law School: Compel-
ling Cases; Legacy Cities, Legacy Assets; Innovation and Its Drivers; and Strategies for Un-
locking Value. The symposium will open with remarks by Penn Provost Vincent Price, and 
Dean Marilyn Jordan Taylor of the Penn School of Design will introduce a keynote speech by 
Bruce Katz of The Brookings Institution. Mayor Michael A. Nutter will introduce a speech 
by Navarrow Wright of Starfish Media Group.

The symposium is supported by the Provost’s Interdisciplinary Seminar Fund and several Penn 
Schools and centers, including PennDesign, Penn Law, Wharton IGEL and Penn IUR. All Penn Fac-
ulty are invited and encouraged to attend, to join the discussion, and to help explore opportunities 
for collaborative research across disciplines. More information is at www.legacyandinnovation.org

Penn affiliates may register for the symposium free of charge using the access code: LEG-
ACYANDINNOVATION2013.

Final Report of the Consultative Committee
On the Appointment of a Vice Provost for Faculty

In January 2013, Provost Vincent Price convened a consultative committee to advise him on the ap-
pointment of a Vice Provost for Faculty to succeed Dr. Lynn Hollen Lees, who served as Vice Provost for 
Faculty since January 2010 and announced her intention to retire from the University as of July 1, 2013. 

The members of the committee were:
Robert Holthausen, Ernst & Young and Nomura Securities Company Professor of Accounting 

and Finance; Chair, Department of Accounting, The Wharton School (Chair)
Lisa Bellini, Professor of Medicine; Vice Dean for Faculty Affairs, Perelman School of Medicine
Nader Engheta, H. Nedwill Ramsey Professor of Electrical and Systems Engineering, School 

of Engineering & Applied Science
Kelly Jordan-Sciutto, Associate Professor and Chair of Pathology, School of Dental Medicine
Catriona MacLeod, Professor of German, School of Arts & Sciences
Rogers Smith, Christopher H. Browne Distinguished Professor of Political Science, School of 

Arts & Sciences
Lynne Hunter, Assistant Provost (Staff) 

As the campus leader with broad oversight of faculty affairs across the University, the Vice Pro-
vost for Faculty reports directly to the Provost and is a member of the Provost’s senior leadership 
team for academic and strategic planning. S/he oversees faculty life and the academic personnel 
process at Penn, including recruitment, retention and retirement; appointments, tenure, and promo-
tions; enhancement of faculty diversity and gender and minority equity; and resolution of individu-
al faculty issues, including grievances. S/he coordinates the Provost’s Staff Conference and works 
closely with the deans and chairs of Penn’s 12 Schools, as well as the Faculty Senate, Vice Presi-
dent for Human Resources, Ombudsman, Affirmative Action Officer, diversity search advisors, Pro-
vost’s Senior Advisor for Diversity, and PASEF (Penn Association of Senior and Emeritus Faculty). 

The committee sought nominations of and applications from currently tenured faculty members 
at Penn with demonstrated administrative skills and experience, extensive knowledge of the Uni-
versity and its policies and practices, and experience addressing sensitive issues in an effective and 
principled manner, handling confidential information tactfully and discreetly, and working well with 
faculty, staff, deans and department chairs in negotiating difficult situations.

Nominations and applications were solicited through an email to all faculty members and an an-
nouncement in Almanac. 

Twenty nine faculty members were nominated or applied, of whom 12 were women and five 
were members of historically underrepresented groups. The committee interviewed six candidates, 
of whom four were women and four were members of historically underrepresented groups, and rec-
ommended four of these candidates to the Provost. From this list, Anita Allen, Henry R. Silverman 
Professor of Law in the Penn Law School, was appointed by the Provost as Vice Provost for Facul-
ty, effective July 1, 2013. 

PASEF Luncheon, September 18: The Death of College Sports?
Kenneth Shropshire will consider The Death 

of College Sports? The days of raccoon skin 
coats and games free of the impact of money are 
long gone. Those immersed in college sports of-
ten speak of an economic arms race. The dol-
lars flow to bigger and better facilities, higher 
paid coaches and in various forms to the athletes 
themselves. This race is fueled by the realign-
ment of college conferences and the huge media 
rights deals signed over the past few years. This 
talk will focus on this evolution and whether or 
not the new form of college sports signifies the 
death of college sports as it has long been known.  

Professor Shropshire is an author, attorney, 
consultant, educator and the David W. Hauck 
Professor at Penn’s Wharton School. He is also 
the director of the Wharton Sports Business Ini-

tiative and a past president of the Sports Lawyers 
Association. He is the author of numerous books 
including Negotiate Like the Pros, McGraw-Hill 
(2009). His commentary has appeared in The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Sports 
Illustrated and on National Public Radio.

The luncheon will begin at noon on Wednes-
day, September 18, in the Hourglass Room at 
the University Club. Plan to arrive between 
11:30 a.m. and noon to avoid long lines at the 
buffet. The cost is $12.35 for a full lunch or 
$9.35 for a light lunch. Purchase of lunch is not 
required to attend the talk. You are welcome to 
attend the talk even if you are not a Club mem-
ber if you are a PASAF member. For more infor-
mation, see http://origin.www.upenn.edu/emeri-
tus/MoreInfo.html

International Engagement: 
Penn’s ISTAR

After a long vetting process, Friends 
of the Institute for Strategic Threat Anal-
ysis & Response (ISTAR) was officially 
granted Special Consultative Status at the 
UN through the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC). This means we are 
expected to: 1) provide expert analysis on 
issues directly from our experience in the 
field; 2) monitor and implement interna-
tional agreements; 3) play a major role in 
advancing United Nations’ goals and ob-
jectives; 4) attend and participate in UN 
meetings and conferences; and 5) submit 
written and oral statements relevant to the 
work of the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) and its subsidiary bodies. We 
also have the privilege of organizing our 
own events at UN locations, and we can 
maintain five annual grounds passes for 
our staff to United Nations’ premises in 
New York, Geneva, Vienna, and Nairobi.   

ECOSOC’s biggest meeting is held ev-
ery July alternating between New York and 
Geneva. This month-long gathering is di-
vided into five segments—High-level; Co-
ordination; Operational Activities; Human-
itarian Affairs; and General, which covers 
both global issues and technical, adminis-
trative questions. With its focus on press-
ing development challenges (employment, 
education, health, etc.), the High-level seg-
ment regularly attracts policy-makers from 
the top ranks of government (interesting ref-
erences are The Annual Ministerial Review 
(AMR) and biennial Development Cooper-
ation Forum (DCF)). You can find out more 
about ECOSOC at www.un.org/en/ecosoc/

This is a great opportunity for our stu-
dents and faculty to have their work featured 
on an international stage. The subjects of in-
terest to ECOSOC are broad and include 
“role of science, technology and innovation, 
and the potential of culture—and related na-
tional and international policies – in promot-
ing sustainable development and achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals.”  We 
would like to hear from you about the top-
ics we can pursue through this mechanism. 
Please email me at rubinh@upenn.edu

One of the first issues we intend to 
tackle is extending vaccinations to the 
most vulnerable children around the 
world through our Energize the Chain 
(EtC) project, which is a multidisciplinary 
project with participation of students and 
faculty from the Wharton School, the 
Perelman School of Medicine, the School 
of Arts & Sciences and the School of En-
gineering & Applied Sciences. If you 
have a minute take a look at this video 
from Zimbabwe where EtC is up and run-
ning— http://vimeo.com/m/65549347 
—Harvey Rubin, Professor of Medicine, 

Microbiology and Computer Science
Director, ISTAR
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Death

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff mem-
bers, students and other members of the Universi-
ty community. Call (215) 898-5274 or email alma-
nac@upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths should be di-
rected to the Alumni Records Office at Room 517, 
Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 or email record@
ben.dev.upenn.edu

Fox Leadership Program
(continued from page 1)

Officer Morrison, Public Safety
Officer James 

Kevin (Jimmy) 
Morrison of the 
University of Penn-
sylvania Police De-
partment (UPPD) 
in the Division 
of Public Safety, 
passed away Au-
gust 29 due to inju-
ries sustained from 
an off-duty motor-
cycle accident; he 
was 47.

He had been 
riding his motorcy-
cle in Culpeper, Virginia, as part of his annual 
ride with the Blue Knights, a nonprofit organiza-
tion of law enforcement officers who raise mon-
ey for different charities. He was the head of the 
Pennsylvania chapter of the Blue Knights.

“Officer Jimmy Morrison was a model father, 
husband, Patriot, University of Pennsylvania Po-
lice Officer. He will be deeply missed by his fam-
ily and friends,” said Vice President for Public 
Safety, Maureen S. Rush.

He joined UPPD in 2007, after 13 years with 
the Philadelphia Housing Authority Police. He 
had also served as a member of the Armed Forc-
es, deployed on several combat missions in the 
past ten years.

Officer Morrison is survived by his wife, 
Wendy; his son, James, Jr.; his mother, Jane; his 
brother, Calvin; and his two sisters, Karen He-
wins and Joy. Donations in his memory may be 
made to St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children. 

National Constitution Day
National Constitution Day, September 17, is 

an annual celebration of our nation’s founding 
document.

The Penn community is invited to attend the 
School of Arts & Sciences’ 60-Second Lecture 
at Stiteler Plaza, 37th and Locust Walk begin-
ning at 11:55 a.m. to hear Jack Dwiggens, his-
tory lecturer and research associate at the Mc-
Neil Center for Early American Studies, dis-
cuss the political landscape during the drafting 
of the U.S. Constitution. Stop by to pick up a 
free pocket Constitution, courtesy of the Office 
of Government and Community Affairs.

The Penn Bookstore will feature a special 
display of American history books. Students 
from Penn Leads the Vote will conduct a voter 
registration drive in the Penn Bookstore lobby 
from noon-2 p.m. 

Students, faculty, and staff are encouraged 
to enjoy the National Constitution Center’s free 
admission and schedule of Constitution Day 
events on Tuesday, September 17 from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. A complete listing of the celebrations at 
the NCC can be found at http://constitutioncen-
ter.org/constitution-day/

For more information, contact Penn’s Office 
of Government and Community Affairs at ogca@
exchange.upenn.edu or call (215) 898-1388.

Voter Registration Information
Monday, October 7, 2013 is the deadline to 

register to vote in Pennsylvania’s 2013 Munici-
pal Elections on November 5, 2013. If you have 
recently moved, you will need to re-register at 
your new address in order to vote at your local 
polling place.

Register to vote and bring your questions 
about voting in Pennsylvania to Locust Walk 
outside of the Penn Women’s Center, 3643 Lo-
cust Walk, on National Voter Registration Day, 
Tuesday, September 24. OGCA is collaborating 
with the Penn Women’s Center from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. to provide registration forms, voter infor-
mation, American flags and refreshments to en-
courage students, faculty and staff to register be-
fore the October 7 deadline and Election Day on 
November 5, 2013.

Jimmy Morrison

The Trustees of the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Board of Directors of The Chester 
County Hospital and Health System (TCCHHS) 
announced TCCHHS as a new member of the 
University of Pennsylvania Health System. TC-
CHHS includes a 245-bed hospital complex in 
West Chester and satellite locations in Exton, 
West Goshen, New Garden, Jennersville and 
Kennett Square. The announcement serves as 
the final step of plans put in motion earlier this 
year by Penn Medicine and TCCHSS to form a 
strategic corporate partnership.

“With Chester County Hospital and Health 
System becoming a member of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania Health System, we hope to 
further expand the depth and breadth of quali-
ty health care services that Penn Medicine pro-
vides to the greater Southeastern Pennsylvania 
region,” said Ralph W. Muller, chief executive 
officer of the University of Pennsylvania Health 
System. “As one of the world’s leading academ-
ic medical centers, dedicated to the missions of 
medical education, biomedical research, and ex-
cellence in patient care, we plan to provide un-
paralleled access and support to both patients 
and staff at TCCHHS.”

TCCHHS currently offers a variety of in-
patient and outpatient medical/surgical ser-
vices, including interventional cardiovascular 
services, open heart surgery, oncology, radia-
tion oncology and comprehensive maternal/in-
fant health services. The health system also of-
fers home health and hospice care; skilled nurs-
ing care; occupational and employee healthcare; 
professional and technical education; outpatient 
laboratory; radiology and physical therapy ser-
vices; prenatal care and gynecological care cen-
ters for the underserved; and cardiopulmonary 
rehabilitation.

“For 120 years, we have served our communi-
ty with the highest quality health care,” said Wil-
liam W. Wylie, Jr., chairman of The Chester Coun-
ty Hospital and Health System Board of Directors, 
“and now, as one of Penn’s prestigious hospitals, 
we will have the resources, knowledge and exper-
tise of one of the top academic health systems in 
the country right here in Chester County.”

“This is an exciting time for our organization,” 
commented Michael J. Duncan, president and 
CEO of The Chester County Hospital and Health 
System. “We will now blend the best of Chester 
County Hospital with the remarkable achieve-
ments of Penn Medicine to create one of the lead-
ing hospitals in the Philadelphia suburbs.”

The new affiliation will expand current stra-
tegic programs between Penn Medicine and TC-
CHHS, such as membership in the Penn Cancer 
Network, and foster additional collaboration to 
identify new programs and technology that can 
be brought to the community.

New Member of UPHS: The Chester County Hospital and Health System

university-sponsored program from outside the 
Gulf region continuously providing volunteer 
services in post-Katrina New Orleans; Youth 
Education for Success Recess Initiative, which 
aims to improve the recess experience for stu-
dents at elementary schools; and Penn MERT, a 
student-run medical services organization. 

“The Fox Leadership Program is among the 
best in the nation at preparing students for lead-
ership roles in whatever realm they are called 
to,” Steven J. Fluharty, Dean and Thomas S. 
Gates, Jr. Professor of Psychology, Pharmacol-
ogy, and Neuroscience. “This most recent gen-
erous gift from Bob and Penny Fox will take the 
program to even greater heights.”

The new gift will double the number of fully-
funded Fox Fellowships, from 50 to 100. Twen-
ty of the new fellowships will be dedicated to 
opportunities in the nation’s capital as part of an 
expanded Penn in Washington. Another ten of 
the new Fox Fellows will work on a new initia-
tive—the Penn Program for Opinion Research 
and Election Studies, headed by John Lapinski, 
associate professor of political science and di-
rector, Elections for NBC News. 

“The Leadership program, under the di-
rection of John J. DiIulio Jr., the Frederic Fox 
Leadership Professor of Politics, Religion, and 
Civil Society, has more than exceeded our ex-
pectations,” Mr. Fox said. “We are happy to en-
able it to expand and offer even more opportu-
nities to students at Penn.” 

The Foxes’ gift also establishes four new 
scholarships in the School of Arts and Scienc-
es for students with high financial need from the 
Philadelphia metropolitan area. The recipients 
will be known as Frederic Fox scholars, honor-
ing Robert Fox’s father.

Robert Fox is the chairman and CEO of 
R.A.F. Industries Inc., a private investment 
company that acquires and manages a diversi-
fied group of middle market companies located 
across the United States. He is an emeritus trust-
ee at Penn and received the University’s Alum-
ni Award of Merit in 1999. Penny Fox serves on 
the boards of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, 
the Moore College of Art and Design, and the 
Pennsylvania Ballet. 

In addition to establishing the Fox Leader-
ship Program, the Foxes support a variety of 
other areas of the University, including Penn 
Medicine, athletics, and student life.
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Eleven researchers from the Division of 
Gastroenterology at the Perelman School of 
Medicine have been awarded a total of $6.1 
million in grants from the National Institutes of 
Health. This year’s awards include ten K series 
career advancement grants and one Early Inde-
pendence Award (a K series equivalent grant). 
The grants given to the 11 assistant professors, 
instructors and research associates will be used 
over the next two to five years to explore a range 
of topics related to GI health including chronic 
liver diseases, Hepatitis C, inflammatory bowel 
disease, esophageal diseases, colon cancer, pan-
creatic cancer and cancer treatment.

“We are so proud of the high-caliber research 
being conducted by these young investigators,” 
said Dr. Anil K. Rustgi, chief of the division of 
Gastroenterology. “It’s an honor to have their 
efforts recognized by the NIH. These awards are 
a result of the focus and hard work each of them 
has demonstrated, but also they reflect the dedica-
tion of their mentors’ and our Division’s cohesive 
approach to career and professional development. 
We are excited to see the valuable contributions 

their research will make to the fields of Gastro-
enterology and Hepatology, and look forward to 
the establishment of their independent careers.”

The NIH’s K awards are designed to promote 
the career development of specific groups of 
individuals based on their past training and ca-
reer stage. The objective of these programs is to 
bring candidates to the point where they are able 
to conduct their research independently and are 
competitive for additional grant support.

Among recipients of the groups’ K series ca-
reer awards is Dr. Rotonya Carr, who earlier this 
year was also named the recipient of the Harold 
Amos Medical Faculty Development Award from 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

The other Penn GI researchers who received 
awards are Drs. Meenakshi Bewtra, Kimberly 
Forde, David Goldberg, Blair Madison, Frank 
Scott, Gregory Sonnenberg, Marie-Pier Tetreault, 
Vesselin Tomov and Christina Twyman-St. Victor. 
Dr. Andrew Rhim, a K series award recipient and 
former researcher at Penn Medicine, is now on 
faculty at the University of Michigan.

$6.1 Million in Career Development Awards: Gastroenterology Researchers

The National Cancer 
Institute has awarded 
$10.3 million over five 
years to a group of Penn 
researchers to inves-
tigate the early events 
of Kaposi’s sarcoma 
associated herpesvirus 
infection and its impli-
cation for developing 
therapeutics in treating 
associated cancers.

Dr. Erle S. Rob-
ertson, professor of 
microbiology, at the 
Perelman School of Medicine, heads the team of 
Penn faculty who will be conducting the research.

“This funding comes at an opportune time 
when funding is extremely limited from the 
NIH and provides support to pursue a difficult 
area of research not previously explored due to 
lack of funding or difficulty in obtaining fund-
ing,” said Dr. Robertson. “The program will 
explore the early events after infection with 
the oncogenic herpesvirus in primary cells and 
allows for breakthroughs which are likely to be 
fundamental to our understanding of the events 
that lead to a successful infection which goes on 
to a transformed state.”

Kaposi’s sarcoma associated herpesvirus 

(KSHV) is associated with a number of human 
cancers, in particular AIDS associated Kaposi 
sarcoma (KS) and pleural effusion lymphomas, 
as well as Multicentric Castlemen’s Disease.

KSHV was identified 15 years ago and has 
been tackled mostly on a level of the individual 
investigator. This award brings together three 
groups of investigators, which includes Drs. Paul 
Lieberman (The Wistar Institute) and Yan Yuan 
(Penn Dental School), within the Penn commu-
nity to join their scientific expertise to address 
the mechanism of KSHV-mediated oncogenesis.

The overall goal is to investigate the mecha-
nism of viral control by encoded antigens during 
the early stages of infection of primary B cells. 
The fundamental cellular processes targeted dur-
ing these early stages will provide new informa-
tion as to the strict requirements for successful 
establishment of latency by the virus.

The success of these projects will allow for 
a more comprehensive view of KSHV infection 
and pathogenesis and provide new clues for the 
development of strategies to prevent and treat 
KSHV associated cancers, endemic and in the 
HIV population.

In addition, the accumulation of new infor-
mation on KSHV biology will be critical for the 
broader area of herpesvirus biology to gain insights 
into the mechanism of oncogenesis associated with 
other viruses, including Epstein Barr virus.

$12 Million to Probe Biology of Asthma
T h e  P e r e l m a n 

School Medicine has 
received a $12 million 
grant over five years 
from the National Insti-
tutes of Health to head 
up a multi-institutional 
study looking at the 
biology of asthma and 
other airway diseases. 
The goal of the research 
is to find new, drug-
gable targets in the 
smooth muscles of the 
airway that could lead 
to more effective bronchodilators that prevent 
or reverse lung constriction for longer periods 
of time.

Current, long-term therapies for asthma keep 
the airways open for 12 hours to prevent attacks 
but at the same time desensitize a key cell surface 
receptor known as the G-coupled protein receptor 
(GCPR), limiting their efficacy.  Here, researchers 
will devise new therapeutics that sustain such re-
ceptors, and increase efficacy to 96 hours or more.

“Our approach has been to investigate novel 
targets and molecules with the hopes of finding 
bronchodilators that won’t lose activity and re-
main effective in severe asthma and other airway 
diseases, like COPD. We want longer-lasting 
treatment options,” said Dr. Reynold A. Panettieri, 
Jr., director of the Asthma Section in the division 
of Pulmonary, Critical Care and Allergy, and prin-
cipal investigator for the NIH grant. “This grant 
will propel our research even further, as the team, 
under the Airways Biology Initiative here at Penn, 
work towards much-needed and new approaches 
to managing asthma, a particular area of interest 
that affects 26 million Americans a year.”

Bronchodilators are medications that relax 
the bronchial muscles for obstructive lung dis-
eases, like asthma.  Today, the disease costs the 
US about $56 billion in medical costs, lost work 
days, and even early deaths—some of which are 
caused by current medications. COPD, or chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, costs the US al-
most $30 billion, not including lost productivity.

Past studies by researchers from the Initiative 
have uncovered new mechanisms in the airway 
smooth muscles that can be exploited. 

The new research endeavor will elaborate on 
these discoveries and investigate other unique 
molecules that promote bronchodilation, new 
agonists to bitter taste receptors and antagonists 
to GCPR to prevent bronchoconstriction.

Other institutions involved in the research 
include Thomas Jefferson University, the Uni-
versity of Southern Florida, Johns Hopkins 
University and the University of Arkansas. The 
Program Project Grant (PPG) was awarded by the 
NIH’s National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.

The Program Project Grant is more complex 
in scope and budget than the individual research 
grant. While individual research grants are 
awarded to support the work of one principal 
investigator who, with supporting staff, is ad-
dressing a scientific problem, Program Project 
Grants are available to a group of several inves-
tigators with differing areas of expertise who 
wish to collaborate in research by pooling their 
talents and resources. PPGs represent synergistic 
research programs that are designed to achieve 
results not attainable by investigators working 
independently.

Honors & Other Things
$10 Million NIH Grant: Penn Cancer Virology Group

Erle Robertson Reynold Panettieri, Jr.

(Left to right) Frank Scott, Vesselin Tomov, David Goldberg, Kimberly Forde, Rotonya Carr, Marie-
Pier Tetreault, Christina Twyman-St. Victor, Blair Madison; Not present: Meenakshi Bewtra, Gregory 
Sonnenberg and Andrew Rhim.
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Library Company of Philadelphia 
Board: Dr. Bushnell

The Library Company of Philadelphia, a non-
profit research library founded by Benjamin Frank-
lin, has elected Dr. Rebecca W. Bushnell, School of 
Arts & Sciences Board of Overseers Professor of 
English, to its board of trustees. The Library Com-
pany of Philadelphia is an independent research li-
brary specializing in American history and culture 
from the 17th through the 19th centuries.
Straus Institute Fellow: Dr. Charles 

Dr. Camille Z. 
Charles, Edmund J. 
and Louise W. Kahn 
Term Professor in the 
Social Sciences at the 
School of Arts & Sci-
ences, has been select-
ed as a 2013-14 fellow 
by The Straus Insti-
tute for the Advanced 
Study of Law & Justice 
at New York Universi-
ty, where fellows will 
address the topic “Ra-
cial, Ethnic and Eco-
nomic Segregation.”

During her fellowship, Dr. Charles will com-
plete a book-length manuscript on the diversity 
of black students at selective colleges and uni-
versities in the United States. She will also work 
to develop a longer-term project that explores 
racial inequality in Philadelphia, modeled the-
oretically and methodologically after Du Bois’s 
classic study, The Philadelphia Negro. An im-
portant component of this project will be the use 
of mapping and spatial statistics, as well as the 
production of policy-relevant scholarship and 
the training of undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents in the social sciences. 

Dr. Charles is a professor of sociology and 
Africana studies at SAS, director of Penn’s Cen-
ter for Africana Studies, and holds an appoint-
ment at Penn’s Graduate School of Education. 
Strittmatter Award: Dr. Evans

Dr. Audrey E. Evans, professor emerita of 
pediatrics, received the Strittmatter Award of 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society at the 
meeting of the Society this summer. The award 
is presented to “a physician who has made the 
most valuable contribution to the healing arts, 
surgical or medical.”
AIChE Fellow: Dr. Fabiano

Dr. Leonard Fabiano, adjunct professor 
in the department of chemical and biomolec-
ular engineering, has been named Fellow of 
the American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
(AIChE). Fellows are elite members of AIChE 
who have been practicing chemical engineering 
for 25 years or more and have been a member 
for at least ten years.

Dr. Fabiano has over 35 years of experience 
in the process engineering and development 
field and has played a key role in the detailed 
design effort in existing and new technology de-
velopment.
Outstanding Clinical Research: 
Gene Therapy Study

A gene therapy study focused on finding a 
cure for a rare congenital blinding disease has 
been recognized as one of the ten most out-
standing clinical research projects of the year by 
the Clinical Research Forum (CRF). The study, 

led by Dr. Jean Bennett, F.M. Kirby Professor 
of Ophthalmology at the Perelman School of 
Medicine, and carried out in collaboration with 
Penn Medicine’s Dr. Albert M. Maguire, and 
Dr. Katherine A. High, at The Children’s Hos-
pital of Philadelphia (CHOP), has been present-
ed with the Distinguished Clinical Research 
Achievement Award, the second highest given 
in the CRF’s Annual Top 10 Clinical Research 
Achievement Awards. CRF award winners are 
cited as the most compelling examples of scien-
tific innovation that results from the nation’s in-
vestment in clinical research that can benefit hu-
man health and welfare.
LSE Honorary Fellow: Dr. Gutmann

President Amy 
Gutmann was made 
an honorary fellow of 
the London School of 
Economics and Politi-
cal Science this sum-
mer. “Dr. Gutmann is 
an LSE graduate and 
an outstanding public 
intellectual whose ele-
vation to the Honorary 
Fellowship will enrich 
the School communi-
ty and recognize her 
great distinction over 
an extraordinary academic career,” said Dr. 
Craig Calhoun, LSE Director. She was praised 
for her success in increasing access to higher ed-
ucation and integrating knowledge across disci-
plines in order to maximize creativity and inno-
vation and for creating Penn’s no-loan guaran-
tee for undergraduates.
NLP Honor: Dr. Joshi

The Natural Lan-
guage Processing 
(NLP) and Penn Engi-
neering communities 
celebrated Dr. Aravind 
Joshi, Henry Salvato-
ri Professor of Com-
puter and Cognitive 
Science, for his many 
years of achievements 
and contributions, at a 
symposium in his hon-
or last fall. At the sym- last fall. At the sym- At the sym-
posium, several schol-
ars were given the 
chance to highlight Dr. 
Joshi’s insights and influence and convey their 
personal thanks.

In his 53rd year as a professor at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, his service to the Univer-
sity includes being a founding member of the 
graduate group in computer and information 
science in the 1960s; co-founder of the com-
puter and information science (CIS) department 
with Dr. Saul Gorn in 1972 and serving as its 
first chair.

Dr. Joshi co-founded and co-directed with 
Dr. Lila Gleitman the Cognitive Science Pro-
gram at Penn, serving as co-directors until 2002. 
In 1990, with support from the National Science 
Foundation, Drs. Joshi and Gleitman co-found-
ed the Institute for Research in Cognitive Sci-
ence (IRCS), serving as co-directors until 2002.

Dr. Joshi is best known for his theory of 
prominence in discourse, which reflects the hi-
erarchy of informational tasks in discourse, 

and for developing Tree-Adjoining Grammars 
(TAGs), which quantified the grammatical 
mechanisms available to human languages.
Achievement Award: Ms. Kinney

June Kinney, associate director and lectur-
er at the Wharton School’s health care manage-
ment department and a Leonard Davis Institute 
(LDI) Senior Fellow, was chosen as the name-
sake and inaugural recipient for the Business 
School Alliance for Health Management June 
Kinney Achievement Award. The award is giv-
en for outstanding service in advancing health 
care-related education, research and practice.
ACS Fellow: Dr. Kozlowski

Dr. Marisa Kozlowski, professor of chemistry 
in the School of Arts & Sciences, is one of 96 dis-
tinguished members of the American Chemical 
Society named a 2013 ACS Fellow. The induc-
tion ceremony was held yesterday at the 246th 
ACS National Meeting in Indianapolis, IN.

Dr. Kozlowski was recognized for making 
“important advances in new chemical reaction 
methods” and for her “strong record of service 
in the organic chemistry community, serving on 
editorial boards, study sections and as an officer 
for the Division of Organic Chemistry.”
Magnus Gyan Board: Dr. Kurshan 

Magnus Gyan LLC announced that Dr. Bar-
bara “Bobbi” Kurshan, executive director 
of academic innovation for Penn’s Graduate 
School of Education, has joined its Board of Di-
rectors. In this role, Dr. Kurshan will work with 
other Board members from the fields of educa-
tion, business, government and philanthropy to 
guide the Company in developing its strategic 
road map. 

Magnus Gyan’s vision is to bridge the ‘Dig-
ital Divide’ by providing high-quality interac-
tive and adaptive education through broadband 
mobile technology to students and young pro-
fessionals, especially to the burgeoning middle 
class of developing economies.
ICA Benefit Honor: Mr. Lauder

Emeritus Trustee 
Leonard A. Lauder was 
honored at the Institute 
of Contemporary Art’s 
Annual Benefit, held 
in the spring. A cele-
brated business lead-
er and philanthropist, 
Mr. Lauder is Chair-
man Emeritus of The 
Estée Lauder Compa-
nies Inc. and the senior 
member of its Board of 
Directors. He is also 
Chairman Emeritus of 

the Whitney Museum of American Art. The ICA 
Whitney-Lauder program was highlighted with 
a special presentation recognizing Mr. Lauder’s 
contributions.
Practitioner of the Year: Dr. Leone

Dr. Frank T. Leone, associate professor of 
medicine and director of the Comprehensive 
Smoking Treatment Program at the Perelman 
School of Medicine, has been named the 2013 
“Practitioner of the Year” by the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society (PCMS).

Dr. Leone was presented the award in June 
for his excellence in patient care and commu-
nity service.

Camille Charles

Amy Gutmann

Aravind Joshi

Leonard Lauder

(Honors continue on next page)
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The University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate 
School of Education (Penn GSE) and the Milken 
Family Foundation announced the winners of 
the 2013 Milken-Penn GSE Education Business 
Plan Competition (EBPC), held on May 7-8 on 
the Penn campus. 

Raise Labs was the big winner of the day, 
earning the most prize money ever at the Com-
petition with three $25,000 prizes—the Milken 
Family Foundation First Prize, the Startl Prize 
for Open Educational Resources and the K12 
Prize for Online Learning in Grades K-12. Ed-
ucation entrepreneurs from 10 early-stage start-
ups competed in the final phase of the com-
petition, which features seven prizes totaling 
$145,000 in funding. In addition to the prizes, all 
of this year’s Competition finalists will be invit-
ed to participate in the Education Design Studio 
Fund (EDSF), a newly-announced fund initiative 
created in collaboration with Penn GSE. 

In its fourth year, the EBPC attracts innovative 
ideas from around the world—with three previous 
finalists landing spots on Forbes Magazine’s “30 
Under 30” list of Gen-Y thought leaders who are 
reinventing education in 2013. Additionally, 2012 
winner Jason Young of Mindblown Labs was 
named by American Express and Ashoka Change-
makers as a top innovator in the US, Canada and 
Mexico while attending the Competition. 

This year’s finalists were chosen from a total 
of 250 applications from 17 countries. The com-
petition stimulates cutting-edge ideas—whether 
local or global, profit or non-profit, or preschool 
through adult learning—that serve the world’s 
educational needs. 

The winning entrepreneurs are: 
•	 Raise Labs (Preston Silverman and George 

Kirkland/San Francisco) won the Milken 
Family Foundation First Prize ($25,000), 
the Startl Prize for Open Educational Re-

sources ($25,000) and the K12 Prize 
for Online Learning in Grades K-12 
($25,000). 

•	 Persistence Plus (Jill Frankfort and Dr. 
Kenny Salim/Boston) won both the 
Milken Family Foundation Second Prize 
($15,000) as well as the American Public 
University System Prize for Innovation in 
Online Education ($25,000). 

•	 Autism Expressed (Michele McKeone/
Philadelphia) garnered the Educational 
Services of America Prize for Innovation 
in the Fields of Special Education and At-
Risk Students ($20,000) 

•	 BiblioNasium (Marjan Ghara and Adele 
Schwartz/New York) earned the Erudient 
Education Prize for Innovation in Border-
less Education ($10,000) 

The new Education Design Studio Fund 
(EDSF) is a new ecosystem of entrepreneurs, 
investors, practitioners, and researchers dedi-
cated to accelerating the rate of innovation in 
global education. EDSF, in collaboration with 
Penn GSE, will work with stakeholders in the 
investment and publishing communities and 
with the best providers of curriculum and pro-
grams to incubate edtech entrepreneurs. The 
EDSF will also further Penn GSE’s mission 
to bring education research to practice and in-
volve students and faculty with innovation in 
action. 

The Milken Family Foundation was estab-
lished by Lowell and Michael Milken in 1982 
with the mission to discover and advance in-
ventive and effective ways of helping people 
help themselves and those around them lead 
productive and satisfying lives. The Founda-
tion advances this mission principally through 
the various programs it initiates and carries out 
in the areas of education and medical research. 

GSE & the Milken Family Foundation Winners of
 Education Business Plan Competition

Honors & Other Things

ELAM Fellow: Dr. Millar
Dr. Sarah Millar, professor of dermatology in 

the Perelman School of Medicine, was accepted 
as a fellow in the 2013-2014 class of the Hed-
wig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Ac-
ademic Medicine® (ELAM) Program at Drexel 
University College of Medicine. 

This program is dedicated to preparing wom-
en for senior leadership roles in academic health 
science institutions, where they enhance institu-
tional leadership diversity while contributing to 
organizational strategy and innovation.
WFUMB President-Elect:  
Dr. Nisenbaum

Dr. Harvey L. Nisenbaum, chairman of the 
department of medical imaging at Penn Presby-
terian Medical Center was named president-elect 
(2013-2015) of the World Federation for Ultra-
sound in Medicine and Biology at the WFUMB 
World Congress 2013 Meeting in the spring.

WFUMB has over 50,000 members, in-
volves over 50 countries, and is dedicated to the 
advancement of ultrasound by encouraging re-
search, promoting international cooperation, dis-
seminating scientific information, and improv-
ing communication and understanding in the 
world community using ultrasound in medicine 
and biology.

National Presidential Innovation Lab: 
Provost Price 

Provost Vincent 
Price, was named 
to the Presidential 
Innovation Lab, an 
effort by the Ameri-
can  Counc i l  on 
Education (ACE) 
to examine possible 
models, inspired by 
changes from new 
educational tech-
nologies such as 
massive open online 
courses, or MOOCs, 
to boost the number 
of Americans able to 

earn a college degree.
Provost Price is among 14 college and 

university officials participating. The Lab will 
be an opportunity for higher-education leaders 
to engage in proactive thinking about this new 
learning space and to guide a national dialogue 
about potential new academic and financial 
models that can help close persistent attain-
ment gaps, including those among low-income 
young adults.

The initial session was held July 21-23 at the 
Institute for the Future in Palo Alto, California, 

an independent, non-profit research organization 
that will help guide the work of the Lab. A second 
two-day meeting will take place in Washington, 
DC in October.

Also participating in the Presidential Innova-
tion Lab are college and university officials from 
institutions in Arizona, California, Louisiana, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
York, Texas, Utah and Wisconsin.

Lab participants will consider questions such 
as how newer educational innovations could be 
used by students toward degree completion and 
the potential impact of such innovations on the 
fundamental design and delivery of instruction, 
institutions’ recognition of learning and the 
underlying financing models for all of higher 
education.

The Presidential Innovation Lab is part of a 
wide-ranging research and evaluation effort ex-
amining the academic potential of MOOCs an-
nounced by ACE in November. 
Patient’s Advocate Award:  
Dr. Ramogola-Masire

Dr. Doreen Ramo-
gola-Masire, Botswa-
na-UPenn Partnership 
Country Director and 
clinical associate pro-
fessor of obstetrics 
and gynecology, has 
been selected by the 
American Society for 
Clinical Pathology as 
the recipient of the 
2013 ASCP Patient’s 
Advocate Award. She 
is recognized for her 
distinguished contri-
butions in the area of 
preventing cervical 

cancer and improving patient care in Botswa-
na and will be honored during the ASCP Annual 
Meeting in Chicago next week.
Nichols Medal: Dr. Smith

Dr. Amos B. Smith III, Rhodes-Thompson 
Professor of Chemistry in the School of Arts & 
Sciences, has been selected to receive the 2014 
William H. Nichols Medal by the New York 
Section of the American Chemical Society. This 
distinguished award, established in 1902 by 
Dr. William H. Nichols, for the purpose of en-
couraging original research in chemistry, is the 
first award authorized by the American Chemi-
cal Society. It is presented annually in recogni-
tion of an outstanding contribution in the field 
of chemistry.
Young Investigator Award: Dr. Yehia

Dr. Baligh Yehia, a clinical instructor in the 
division of infectious diseases at Penn Medi-
cine and the Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Cen-
ter for Health Equity Research and Promotion 
(CHERP), has received a 2013 ICAAC Young 
Investigator Award from the American Society 
for Microbiology for his innovative work and 
leadership in the field of HIV health services 
and quality research.

In addition to the award, Dr. Yehia was also 
named chair of the American Medical Associa-
tions of the GLBT Advisory Committee.

His teaching and scholarship focus on health 
outcomes of individuals living with chronic vi-
ral diseases and policies that affect those out-
comes.

Vincent Price

Doreen  
Ramogola-Masire

(continued from page 5)
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Nominations for New Faculty Award from Penn Alumni: October 15
The Penn Alumni Faculty Award of Merit is a new faculty award to be established in 

2014 by Penn Alumni and the Office of the Provost. It will be presented annually to an indi-
vidual or group of collaborators that has made an outstanding contribution to alumni educa-
tion and engagement at Penn by sharing their unique scholarship work with the alumni com-
munity. Special emphasis will be placed on faculty members who go above and beyond the 
call of duty by engaging Penn alumni with the University as their intellectual home, and to 
those who educate the faculty community about the alumni engagement opportunities avail-
able to them.

The award will consist of both a $2,500 cash award and a formal citation, and will be pre-
sented during the February Penn Alumni Volunteer Leadership Retreat. 

All Penn faculty, staff and alumni are eligible to nominate a faculty member for this 
award. For more information about award criteria and eligibility, or to nominate a faculty 
member, visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/education Nominations are due by October 15.

Ethics of Behavioral Health Care
The Scattergood Program for Applied Ethics 

of Behavioral Health Care (ScattergoodEthics) 
 —a research program within the department of 
medical ethics & health policy at the University 
of Pennsylvania—has received a $600,000, six-
year grant from the Thomas Scattergood Behav-
ioral Health Foundation to create and expand 
initiatives in the areas of ethics and policy of 
behavioral health care. This program will also 
be supported by a financial commitment from 
the department of medical ethics & health 
policy.

Funding will support work across the grow-
ing field of mental health care ethics and policy.

“We are extremely grateful to the Thomas 
Scattergood Foundation for its very generous 
support,” said Dr. Dominic Sisti, assistant pro-
fessor in the department of and director of Scat-
tergoodEthics. “We are now positioned to play 
a leading role in examining ethical, philosophi-
cal and policy issues in behavioral health care – 
and to effect positive change for millions suffer-
ing from mental illness.”

ScattergoodEthics is dedicated to education, 
research and resource development for the field 
of psychiatric, mental and behavioral health care 
ethics. It conducts scholarly research, trains and 
educates clinicians and scholars in mental and 
behavioral healthcare ethics, sponsors programs 
and public events and advocates for greater at-
tention to the ethical dimensions of diagnosis 
and treatment.  

“The future of American medicine will in 
large part be about preventing and managing 
chronic and psychosocial illness,” said Dr. Eze-
kiel Emanuel, chair of the department of medi-
cal ethics and health policy and the Diane v.S. 
Levy and Robert M. Levy University Professor 
and Vice Provost for Global Initiatives at Penn 
Medicine. “We take seriously the need to study 
the ethical and policy dimensions of behavioral 
health care as an essential part of transforming 
the health care system.”

The University of Pennsylvania’s Director 
of Athletics, Steven J. Bilsky, W’71, has an-
nounced the hiring of Dr. Scarlett K. Schmidt as 
the athletic department’s Executive Director of 
Development. Dr. Schmidt began her duties at 
Penn on September 4.

“I am pleased to welcome Scarlett to our de-
partment,” said Mr. Bilsky. “She is taking on a 
very important role in our department, but I have 
the utmost confidence in her abilities based on 
her track record. Scarlett is coming to Penn at a 
very important time in our department’s history; 
we are wrapping up the Campaign for Penn Ath-
letics this fall, and a lot has been done thanks to 
our development staff over the last five years. 
That said, development will continue to play a 
prominent role in how we conduct our business, 
and I look forward to working with Scarlett as 
we move forward in a post-campaign world.”

“I am excited to join the University of Penn-
sylvania family and to work with all of the won-
derful alumni, fans, donors, student-athletes and 
administration,” said Dr. Schmidt. “I would like 
to thank Steve Bilsky and Assistant VP for De-
velopment Linda Schleifer for the opportunity 
to lead the Athletics Development program and 
continue to build on the recent success of the en-
tire Athletic Department.”

Dr. Schmidt comes to Penn from George 
Washington University, where she has been the 
Senior Executive Director of Athletics Develop-
ment/Associate Athletic Director. Prior to that, 
she served as Director of Athletic Development 
for the University of Delaware Athletic Fund 
(UDAF).

At GW, Dr. Schmidt collaborated with Uni-
versity Development and Athletics to set the 
strategic direction of the newly formed office 
of Athletics Development. She oversaw all ar-
eas of Athletics philanthropic initiatives includ-
ing creating the Buff and Blue Annual Fund and 
GW National Advisory Council.

As director of 
the UDAF from 
2007-2011, Dr. 
Schmidt oversaw 
a 300-percent in-
crease in dollars 
raised for the fund 
during her tenure, 
and established re-
cord growth of new 
donors to the Uni-
versity of Delaware 
Athletic Fund. She 
established a cul-
ture of philanthro-
py for UDAF by 
building strong and 

mutually beneficial relationships across the Uni-
versity, donor, athletic alumni and season tick-
et holder communities, and through the creation 
of various clubs and point programs to encour-
age giving and provide donors with unique and 
invaluable benefits. Through a newsletter, bro-
chures, frequent receptions and the successful 
Student-Athlete Thank-A-Thon program, Dr. 
Schmidt elevated the UDAF to unprecedented 
heights, and increased the visibility and aware-
ness of UDAF at University of Delaware sport-
ing events and in University communications.

Prior to her stint at Delaware, Dr. Schmidt 
was the Director of Annual Giving for the Buck-
eye Club in The Ohio State University’s Depart-
ment of Athletics from 1996-1999, and Athlet-
ic Development Manager for the Virginia Tech 
Athletic Fund from 1993-1996.

A National Association Athletic Develop-
ment Director (NAADD) Executive Committee 
member and Third Vice President, she earned a 
bachelor of science (marketing education), mas-
ter of science (sports management administra-
tion), and PhD of education (education admin-
istration/higher education) from Virginia Tech. 

Executive Director of Athletics Development: Scarlett Schmidt

The Nano/Bio Interface Center (NBIC) Grad-
uate Research Award recognizes research accom-
plishments of graduate students in areas related to 
nanoscale science, the nano-bio interface, nano-
technology and/or interface control. Criteria for 
evaluating nominations include independent con-
tribution to research, innovation in scientific ap-
proach, and potential impact of results.

This competition is open to all graduate level 
students across the University of Pennsylvania.

The winner will be presented at the annual 
NanoDay@Penn event www.nanotech.upenn.
edu/nano_day.html This year, NanoDay is Oc-
tober 23, 2013.

Award: $200 cash prize, Certificate of 

Achievement, and delivery of a presenta-
tion preceding the NBIC Research Excellence 
Award.

Requirements: All applications must be sub-
mitted electronically to nbicasst@seas.upenn.
edu with the following items:

1. Letter of Support
• A research faculty advisor must nominate 

the applicant.
2. Research Summary
• Applicant will submit a 2-page summary of 

research accomplishments making sure to iden-
tify research contributions and the significance 
of the work performed.

Deadline for applications: October 1, 2013.

Guidelines for NBIC Graduate Research Award: October 1

Scarlett Schmidt

opportunity,” Dr. Winklestein said. “In particular, 
it is great to have such a high level of involve-
ment from so many of our faculty already in this 
area and envision that intensifying over the life of 
the project. That’s a really exciting part about this 
proposal; the faculty interest and dedication will 
undoubtedly benefit our students in the prepara-
tion to enter and succeed in STEM fields.”

Penn will also develop support systems for 
this project in a range of areas, including ex-
pertise in creating new media course materials, 
finding appropriate physical facilities for blend-
ed classes and, critically, implementing assess-
ment metrics that can be analyzed and distribut-
ed beyond the University.

To this end, Penn will also participate in the 
AAU STEM network, which will enable faculty 
and administrators at AAU institutions to share 
best practices and promote sustainable change 
in undergraduate STEM teaching and learning.

“We have reached an exciting milestone in 
our initiative,” said AAU President Hunter Raw-
lings. “With the strong support provided by the 
Helmsley Trust, these eight project sites will 
each begin—or in some cases continue—to in-
stitutionalize evidence-based teaching in STEM 
fields. These changes will make teaching and 
learning far more interactive and participatory, 
and we hope will enhance overall student learn-
ing in STEM fields and reduce the number of stu-
dents who choose to drop out of these majors.”

(continued from page 1)
STEM Education Initiative
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University Research Foundation: October 18
The University Research Foundation (URF) is now accepting applications for the October 18 

deadline. The URF is an intramural funding program that provides up to $50,000 support for re-
search projects and up to $3,000 for conference support.

The objectives of the URF research program are to: (1) Help junior faculty undertake pilot proj-
ects that will enable them to successfully apply for extramural sources of funding and aid in estab-
lishing their careers as independent investigators; (2) Help established faculty perform novel, pio-
neering research to determine project feasibility and develop preliminary data to support extramural 
grant applications; (3) Provide support in disciplines where extramural support is difficult to obtain 
and where significant research can be facilitated with internal funding; and (4) Provide limited insti-
tutional matching funds that are required as part of a successful external peer-reviewed application. 
URF Review Panels comprise established Penn faculty members and are charged with giving pref-
erence to projects that meet one of the aforementioned criteria.

As part of the University’s commitment to providing research opportunities to scholars across 
our campus community, URF applicants are encouraged to include undergraduate student partici-
pants within the framework of their proposals. URF Review Panels will take undergraduate partici-
pation under strong consideration when evaluating and scoring proposals. Should applicants require 
assistance in identifying interested and qualified undergraduates, the Center for Undergraduate Re-
search and Fellowships (CURF) will be glad to provide support: curf@upenn.edu

Faculty members are invited to submit their research applications to one of four disciplinary ar-
eas: Biomedical Sciences, Humanities, Natural Sciences and Engineering, and Social Science and 
Management. In addition, URF offers a Conference Support program to provide funding for meet-
ings designed to enhance existing research and scholarly programs, particularly in disciplines where 
external funding is difficult to obtain. Conferences that promote interdisciplinary and multi-school 
participation are given priority.

Complete details about the URF and links to the forms can be found on the Office of the Vice 
Provost for Research website at: www.upenn.edu/research/funding/university_research_foundation

—Dawn A. Bonnell, Vice Provost for Research

In the most recent cycle, Spring 2013, of Penn’s internally-funded University Research Foundation, 
and	URF	Conference	Support	(noted	with	*),	the	Office	of	the	Vice	Provost	for	Research	has	announced	awards	
to the following members of the faculty for the projects listed below.

 
University Research Foundation Awards and Conference Support Awards Spring 2013

James Aguirre, School of Arts & Sciences, 
physics and astronomy; Development of State-
of-the-Art Signal Readout and Processing for 
Observational Cosmology Instrumentation

*Amada Armenta, School of Arts & Scienc-
es, sociology; Policing Immigrants: The Devolu-
tion of Immigration Enforcement Authority

Joseph Baur, Perelman School of Medicine, 
physiology; Control of Adipocyte Function and 
Fate by mTORC2 

Janis Burkhardt, Perelman School of Medi-
cine, pathology and laboratory medicine; Char-
acterization of Cytoskeletal Regulation in Hu-
man Dendritic Cell Vaccines 

Michael Cancro, Perelman School of Med-
icine, pathology and laboratory medicine; The 
Role	of	TFH	Derived	BLyS	in	Antibody	Affinity	
Maturation 

Cynthia Damon, School of Arts & Sciences, 
Classical studies; A Critical Edition of Caesar’s 
Civil War 

Julie Nelson Davis, School of Arts & Scienc-
es, history of art; Partners in Print 

Bart De Jonghe, School of Nursing, Biobe-
havioral Health Services; A Rat Model to Identi-
fy New Strategies for Nausea Management

Grant Frame, School of Arts & Sciences, 
Near Eastern languages and civilizations; In-
scriptions of Sargon II of Assyria in the Oriental 
Institute Museum, Chicago

Antonio Garcia, School of Social Policy & 
Practice; Contextual and Organizational Path-
ways to Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Mental 
Health Service Among Children in the Child 
Welfare System 

Robert Gross, Perelman School of Medicine, 
Medicine; Treatment Outcomes of Oropharyne-
al	Cancer	in	Patients	with	Human	Immunodefi-
ciency Virus 

James Guevara, Perelman School of Med-
icine, biostatistics and epidemiology; A So-
cial Media Intervention to Teach Parenting for 
Women with Postpartum Depression 

*Ira Harkavy, Netter Center for Community 
Partnerships; 25th Anniversary—Philadelphia 
Higher Education Network for Neighborhood 
Development 

Beth Linker, School of Arts & Sciences, his-
tory and sociology of science; Slouch: The Rise 
and Fall of American Posture 

Carolina Lopez, School of Veterinary Medi-
cine, pathobiology; Defective Viral Genomes in 
Respiratory Secretions 

Irina Marinov, School of Arts & Sciences, 
earth and environmental science; Ocean Algae: 
Evolution Under Future Climate Change

Lea Ann Matura, School of Nursing, biobe-
havioral Health Services; Impact of Fatigue in 
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension 

Robert Maxwell, School of Arts & Sciences, 
history of art; Art Inventing History: Picturing 
the Living Past in the Middle Ages 

Amy Offner, School of Arts & Sciences, his-
tory; Anti-Poverty	 Programs,	 Social	 Conflict,	
and Economic Thought in the United States and 
Colombia, 1948-1980 

Rand Quinn, Graduate School of Educa-
tion, teaching, learning and leadership; A Pi-
lot Study to Understand Variation in Neighbor-
hood-Based Political Mobilization on School 
Closures in Philadelphia 

*Simon Richter, School of Arts & Scienc-
es, Germanic languages and literatures; Inter-
section of Literature and Theater in the Work of 
Emine Sevgi Özdamar 

Sunny Shin, Perelman School of Medicine, 
microbiology;	 Inflammasome	Control	 of	 Inter-
leukin-1 Alpha Secretion 

Emily Steiner, School of Arts & Sciences, 
English; Literary Information: History, Litera-
ture, and Translation, c. 1400 

Nancy Steinhardt, School of Arts & Scienc-
es, East Asian languages and civilizations; Liao 
Architecture in Mongolia 

Alan Stocker, School of Arts & Sciences, 
psychology; Characterizing the Impact of Per-
ceptual Decisions on Subsequent Percepts

Raymond Sweeney, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, clinical studies – New Bolton Center; 
Genomic Analysis of GI Flora in Cattle Infect-
ed with Mycobacterium: Dysbiosis as a Link to 
Crohn’s Disease? 

Sharon Thompson-Schill, School of Arts 
& Sciences, psychology; Spontaneous Code 
Switching 

Franca Trubiano, School of Design, archi-
tecture; Constructing Designs—Recovering the 
Art of Building in 21st Century Architecture

John Wolfe, School of Veterinary Medi-
cine, pathobiology; Shared Instrument for Ani-
mal Translational Studies on Treatment of Brain 
Diseases 

Richard Zettler, School of Arts & Scienc-
es, Near Eastern languages and civilizations; 
Through the Gorge and into the Mountains: Ar-
chaeological Survey and Excavations in Row-
anduz, Kurdistan, Iraq 



ALMANAC   September 10, 2013 www.upenn.edu/almanac   9   

Speaker Programs
Going on the Academic Job Market: 

Advice from Faculty Members in 
Science, Math and Engineering
Monday, October 28, 5-6:30 p.m., 
Terrace Room, Claudia Cohen Hall
Dr. Mauricio Reginato, associate professor, 

Drexel University College of Medicine
Advice from Faculty Members in 
Humanities and Social Sciences
Tuesday, October 29, 5-6:30 p.m., 
Terrace Room, Claudia Cohen Hall 
Dr. Meriel Tulante, assistant professor of 

Italian studies, director of World Languages, 
Philadelphia University

Dr. Michael Leja, professor of art history, 
University of Pennsylvania
Trends in Academia

Wednesday, October 30, 5-6:30 p.m.,
Room B21, Stiteler Hall

Putting Together a Strong Job Talk: 
Humanities and Social Sciences
Thursday, October 31, 5-6:30 p.m., 
Benjamin Franklin Room, Houston Hall 
Science, Math and Engineering
Friday, November 1, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Benjamin Franklin Room, Houston Hall
Dr. Yvonne Patterson, professor of microbi-

ology, Perelman School of Medicine, associate 
dean for research and professor, School of Nurs-
ing, University of Pennsylvania

Additional Sessions: 
Led by Career Services staff

Preparing Written Materials for the 
Academic Job Search for 

Science, Math and Engineering
Monday, September 23, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Room B21, Stiteler Hall
Humanities and Social Sciences 
Tuesday, September 25, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Room 169, McNeil Building

Talking About Your Teaching  
*session led by Penn’s Center for Teaching and 
Learning staff

—in Application Materials, 
Tuesday, October 15, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Room 305, Graduate Student Center
—in Interviews, 
Wednesday, October 16, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Room 305, Graduate Student Center

Talking About Your Research
Thursday, October 17, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Room 97, McNeil Building

Preparing for Screening Interviews
Friday, October 18, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Room 97, McNeil Building

Finding the Right Postdoc: 
Advice from Current Postdoctoral Fellows

Friday, November 8, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Room 305, Graduate Student Center

For PhD Students at the beginning and middle 
stages of their program:

The Insider’s Guide to 
Graduate Education at Penn—
A Program for First Year Doctoral Students

Tuesday, October 22, 4:30-6 p.m., 
Terrace Room, Claudia Cohen Hall
 (refreshments at 4:30 p.m.; panel at 4:45)
Dr. Andrew Binns, Penn’s Vice Provost for 

Education and a panel of advanced doctoral stu-
dents discuss getting off to a good start, under-
standing a career in research, managing course-
work and engaging with faculty.

The 25th annual Academic Career Confer-
ence is co-sponsored by Career Services and the 
Vice Provost for Education

Please check Career Services’ calendar for 
the latest updates to ACC program information: 
www.vpul.upenn.edu/careerservices/gradstud/
calendar.php

A Series for Penn’s Doctoral Students and Postdoctoral Fellows

The Penn Librar-
ies announce the ap-
pointment of Brian 
Provenzale as the 
Head of Electronic 
Resources & Serials 
Cataloging. In this 
role, Mr. Provenzale 
will manage the bib-
liographic control 
of serials and con-
tinuing licensed re-
sources, both elec-
tronic and print. He 
will perform cata-
loging and mainte-

nance of databases,  websites, and serials in all 
formats, languages, and subjects, and supervise 
staff in the same. He will also take the lead in 
evaluating and disseminating information on in-
novations and emerging technologies concern-
ing access to electronic resources and serials.

Before a short stint away from libraries to 
obtain a master’s degree in city and regional 
planning, he worked at Stanford University in 
the law library. As the Electronic Resources and 
Serials Librarian, his primary role was to cata-
log and classify serials and electronic resourc-
es and oversee the acquisition and maintenance 
of electronic resource subscriptions. He also su-
pervised staff in the serials unit, worked closely 
with faculty on assessing e-resource needs and 
developing online projects, and served on var-
ious law school and campus-wide committees. 
Before Stanford, Mr. Provenzale worked at the 
UCLA Law Library as the Cataloging Librari-
an, creating original and complex cataloging re-
cords in a variety of formats.

The Penn Librar-
ies announce the ap-
pointment of Mol-
ly Des Jardin as the 
Japanese Studies Li-
brarian. She man-
ages Penn’s Japa-
nese studies collec-
tion, both electron-
ic and print resourc-
es, in Japanese and 
European languages. 
She is also available 
for reference consul-
tations and class ses-
sions on Japanese re-
search methods and 
resources. In addi-
tion, Dr. Des Jardin 

manages the Korean collection.
Dr. Des Jardin holds bachelor’s degrees in 

history and in computer science from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, and completed her master’s 
and doctorate degrees in Asian Languages & 
Cultures (Japanese book history and literature), 
as well as a master’s degree in library and in-
formation science at the University of Michigan.

Previously, she was a postdoctoral fellow 
at Harvard University’s Reischauer Institute of 
Japanese Studies, where she served as the Ar-
chive Development Manager of the Digital Ar-
chive of Japan’s 2011 Disasters. Her research 
interests include the history of the book in Ja-
pan, 19th and 20th century literature and book 
history, contemporary Japanese literature and 
methodologies in digital literary scholarship, 
with a particular focus on natural language 
processing.

(Continued from page 1)
American Society of Landscape Architects’ 
Medal. His redesign of the Washington Monu-
ment grounds received the 2008 Design Hon-
or Award from the American Society of Land-
scape Architects. He, and his five partners, re-
ceived the 2008 Landscape Design Award from 
the Smithsonian’s Cooper-Hewitt National De-
sign Museum. They were honored for their ex-
cellence and innovation in landscape design and 
dedication to sustainability. In 2006, the School 
of Design presented him with The G. Holmes 
Perkins Award for Distinguished Teaching by a 
member of the practitioner faculty.

He co-authored the book OLIN: Placemak-
ing, published by Monacelli Press, which fea-
tures a selection of the OLIN studio’s most cele-
brated landscape architecture, urban design and 
planning projects. He also authored an essay ti-
tled “More Than Just Wriggling Your Wrist” for 
the book Drawing/Thinking: Confronting an 
Electronic Age published by Routledge.

Mr. Olin is the fourth landscape architect to 
receive the National Medal for the Arts. Past 
honorees have included Penn’s founding chair 
of landscape architecture and regional planning 
Ian McHarg (Almanac October 9, 1990).

Along with his fellow recipients, Mr. Olin was 
presented with the award by President Obama in 
July in the East Room of the White House. The 
National Endowment for the Arts was established 
by the Congress in 1965 as an independent agen-
cy of the Federal Government. To date, the NEA 
has awarded more than $4 billion to support artis-
tic excellence, creativity, and innovation for the 
benefit of individuals and communities. 

To watch the video of the event see: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=EciDRwKHONk

National Medal of Arts: Laurie Olin Two Appointments at the Penn Libraries

Molly Des Jardin

Brian Provenzale
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For additional tips, see the One Step 
Ahead link on the Information Security web-
site: www.upenn.edu/computing/security/

Another tip in a series provided by the  
Offices	of	Information	Systems	&	Computing	
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

Notice to PennCash Holders about 
Changes in Terms and Conditions

PennCard, the department at Penn that man-
ages PennCash, wants all PennCash holders to 
be aware of recent changes in its Terms & Con-
ditions (T&C).  In summary, the changes in-
clude the following:

Fees: The $25 annual maintenance fee on in-
active accounts is being eliminated; the right to 
charge a fee on certain types of refunds is be-
ing reserved.

Notice of Future Amendments: Under the 
new Terms and Conditions, notification of ad-
verse changes will be made in advance via email 
(unless otherwise required by law).

Refunds: Refunds may be obtained at any 
time by contacting the PennCard Center, and the 
University  reserves the right to apply unused 
funds in the Account to any amounts owed them.

New Location: The PennCard Center is now 
located on the 2nd Floor of the Penn Bookstore, 
Room 219.

The new Terms and Conditions are available 
at www.upenn.edu/penncard

PennCash holders who do not want the new 
terms to apply to their accounts, must close the 
Account and request a refund of the unused bal-
ance on or before October 1, 2013 by contacting 
the PennCard office at (215) 417-CARD. For 
PennCash holders who do not close their ac-
counts and request a refund, their accounts will 
be governed by the new Terms and Conditions. 

These changes impact individuals who were 
PennCash account holders before June 1, 2013. 
Anyone who opened an account as of June 1, 
2013 has agreed to the new T&C. 

The Penn Computer Connection 
and PennCard Center: On Second 

Floor of the Penn Bookstore
The Penn Bookstore underwent renovations 

this summer. Among the changes was the reloca-
tion of the PennCard office and Computer Con-
nection, both of which will occupy the section 
that previously housed music and DVDs on the 
second floor. With these moves, members of the 
Penn Community will now be able to purchase 
books, supplies and branded merchandise, get 
their PennCard or PennKey, have passport pho-
tos taken, buy stamps, use a notary and have their 
technology needs met all under one roof. 

Next to the café on the second floor, a new 
multipurpose study space has been added with 
new desks, chairs and USB-equipped outlets. 
The space is designed so it can transform into 
a presentation room with seating for 50 people 
and appropriate multimedia equipment for events 
such as faculty author lectures and book signings. 

The first floor underwent changes including 
the relocation of school spirit merchandise to the 
front of the building. Relative to books, the prior-
ity has been to preserve the existing number of ti-
tles, in particular maintaining categories that are 
of academic interest, and highlighting those by 
Penn faculty authors. In addition, Wi-Fi service 
has been amplified and food options were ex-
panded and more centralized in the café section. 

New Hours
With the relocation, there are new hours of 

operation:
PennCard

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon.–Fri.
Computer Connection

8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Mon.–Fri.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

Bookstore
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Mon.–Fri.
10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Sat.
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sun.

Promotional Products on 
Behalf of Penn

Many University departments purchase a 
variety of items that feature the Penn logo. Of-
ten these are “promotional” items that are dis-
tributed at informational fairs or used by Penn 
affiliated organizations.  Recently, a number of 
unfortunate events at manufacturing facilities 
throughout the world have increased the atten-
tion given to the conditions under which these 
goods are produced.  Penn has long been at the 
forefront of endeavors to ensure that goods 
bearing its trademarks are produced by compa-
nies that adhere to high standards.  The institu-
tion takes an active approach in working with 
companies that share those principles and has 
identified a provider to meet these unique re-
quirements. 

Promoversity (BEN Buys Supplier 
#475217) is the preferred contract supplier for 
producing promotional items and apparel that 
incorporate Penn branding into their designs.  
As a licensed supplier to the University, Pro-
moversity has agreed to adhere to the Univer-
sity’s Code of Workplace Conduct for Penn 
Licensed Product Manufacturers, which out-
lines a set of minimum production standards 
and labor practices (see Almanac September 
18, 2012).  The company is a member of the 
Fair Labor Association and a Certified Green 
Business. 

The company has been provided with 
Penn’s official trademarks and is versed in 
their proper usage.  Its team is able to create 
designs for goods such as low-cost promo-
tional goods as well as fine gifts while ensur-
ing that the final product accommodates these 
unique specifications. 

Departments may access the ordering site 
through the Penn Marketplace.  All Promover-
sity products must be processed via the BEN 
Buys purchasing system.  Additional product 
and pricing information as well as assistance 
with special orders is available by directly con-
tacting Promoversity. 

Please share this communication with ap-
propriate personnel you feel would benefit 
from this information. Questions may be di-
rected to Penn Purchasing Services by contact-
ing Linda Greene. She is responsible for a va-
riety of commodities including promotional 
goods along with print, publications and inter-
active communications.  She can be reached at 
(215) 898-7796 or lindagre@upenn.edu

—Division of Business Services

Protecting Privacy and 
Security on Penn + Box

Using Penn+Box is a great way to 
access your documents from any con-
nected device, to facilitate collabora-
tion, and all with much better protec-
tion for your data than services such as 
DropBox and Google Drive.  

Here are some privacy and function-
ality tips: 

Getting Started: Sign up with your 
Penn Key and password through http://
upenn.box.com, then install the Box Edit 
and Box Sync apps.

Add a Co-Owner: Assign a Co-Own-
er for each collaboration folder you cre-
ate on Penn+Box to help on any busi-
ness continuity issues that may arise.

Collaborator Privileges: The default 
setting for your folders is “private.” 
Folders (and the documents in them) 
only become available to others when 
you invite people as “collaborators.” 
Consider the data, who the collaborators 
are, what role collaborators play, and 
whether they use secure devices when 
assigning access privileges.   For exam-
ple, choose to make your collaborator a: 

• “Co-Owner” or “Editor”: for trust-
ed individuals, who need to work with 
the documents, and whose devices are 
known to be secure.   

• “Previewer Uploader”: for individ-
uals who need view and comment on 
documents, but do not need to edit or 
download files.

Mobile Devices: If you are regularly 
accessing your Box files from a mobile 
device, make sure your device is “man-
aged” or apply equivalent security set-
tings (e.g., auto-lock, auto-wipe, etc.).  
See www.upenn.edu/computing/securi-
ty/checklists/Top10/Top_10_Tips_for_
Smartphones.php

Box Sync and Computer Securi-
ty: Box Sync allows you to sync your 
Box folders to folders on your com-
puter’s hard drive. Make sure that 
computer or other device is secure.   
Talk to your Local Support Provider 
(LSP) if using Box Sync.

Data Sensitivity: In spite of strong 
contractual protections and smart con-
figurations, there is still some data that 
should not be housed on Box due to reg-
ulatory constraints. See www.upenn.
edu/computing/security/cloud/box_
data_usage.php.  

Questions? Contact box-help@isc.
upenn.edu.

    
 

Coming Soon: 2013 Housing Fair 
Faculty and staff of the University and the 

Health System are invited to the 2013 Hous-
ing Fair on Wednesday, September 18 from 
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. in Bodek Lounge in Houston 
Hall. Hosted by Penn Home Ownership Servic-
es (PHOS), the Fair is a convenient one-stop re-
source to learn more about the current real es-
tate market and its implications for Philadelphia 
and the wider community. Representatives from 
PHOS, its lending partners and Philadelphia 
Home Buy Now will be on premises to address 
any questions you have about the Enhanced For-
givable Loan and the Closing Cost Reduction 
Programs, which are available to full-time em-
ployees of the University and the Health System.

All Housing Fair attendees will be entered 
into a drawing for an Amazon Kindle Fire, cour-
tesy of PHOS. Admission to the event is free. 
Please visit the 2013 Housing Fair website at 
www.upenn.edu/homeownership  or call (215) 
898-7422 for more information.
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AT PENN Deadlines 
The September AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac The deadline for the Oc-
tober AT PENN calendar is today, September 10.

Information is on the sponsoring department’s 
website. Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, 
call (215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for August 26-September 1, 2013.	Also	reported	were	17	Crimes	Against	Property	(14	thefts,	
1	DUI,	1	disorderly	conduct	and	1	other	offense).	Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/vol-
umes/v60/n04/creport.html Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	–Eds. 

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of August 26-September 1, 2013. 
The University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 
43rd	Street	in	conjunction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	ac-
curate	report	on	public	safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportuni-
ty	for	crime.	For	any	concerns	or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safe-
ty at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report

Update
September AT PENN

Below	are	the	Crimes	Against	Persons	from	the	18th	District:	12	incidents	with	2	arrests	(5	robberies,	4	ag-
gravated	assaults,	2	indecent	assaults	and	1	assault)	were	reported	between August 26-September, 2013 by 
the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue. 

In the upcoming Lauren and Bobby Turn-
er Social Impact Ex-
ecutive Speaker Se-
ries event, Whar-
ton alumnus Bobby 
Turner, W’84, will 
sit down with award 
winning actor, tech-
nology investor and 
producer Ashton 
Kutcher on Wednes-
day, September 18 at 
4:30 p.m. in Zeller-
bach Theatre, An-
nenberg Center, to 
discuss the actor’s 
personal and profes-

sional career as an entertainer, technology in-
vestor, producer, entrepreneur, and dedicated 
activist for children’s rights. Mr. Kutcher will 
share some of his successes and failures over 
the past 20 years and talk about his goal to im-
prove his own life by improving the lives of 
those who surround him.

This series presents the Penn communi-
ty with high-profile leaders who are “doing 
well, and doing good.” It is funded by Wharton 
alumni K. Robert (Bobby) Turner, W’84, and 
Lauren Golub Turner, W’85.

The Penn community is invited to attend 
this event; pre-registration is required and 
PennCard is required upon entry. To register 
go to: https://whartondeansoffice.wufoo.com/
forms/open-seating-turner-lecture-series/  or 
contact emanotti@wharton.upenn.edu

Find a Flu Shot on Campus
Fall is quickly approaching, which 

means flu season isn’t far behind. Re-
duce your risk of falling victim to the 
virus by taking advantage of discounted 
flu shots on campus. 

During the month of October, Penn 
faculty and staff can get a flu shot at sev-
eral convenient locations on campus for 
just $25 (cash only). Human Resources 
is partnering with Occupational Medi-
cine and Student Health Service to of-
fer flu shots to full- and part-time fac-
ulty and staff. 

Human Resources will be adminis-
tering flu shots on October 1, 8 and 11 
at the School of Nursing, School of En-
gineering & Applied Science, and the 
Wharton School. Pre-registration is re-
quired for these clinics. Time slots can 
fill up quickly, so it’s best to as soon as 
possible at https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
myhr/registration/events?category=40

This year, Penn faculty and staff can 
also get your flu shot through Student 
Health Service. They’re offering walk-
in clinics (no pre-registration needed) 
from 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. on October 16 
and 23 in Houston Hall, Bodek Lounge.

No matter which option you choose, 
you’ll need to bring your PennCard 
as well as $25 cash. For complete de-
tails on this year’s flu shot program 
visit https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/
worklife/healthy/flu

Do you frequently walk into a room and im-
mediately forget why?  Do you need to write 
things down to remember them? Is multi-tasking 
harder than it used to be? If this sounds famil-
iar you may qualify for a research study focusing 
on cognition and memory in menopausal wom-
en.	 The	 Penn	 Center	 for	 Women’s	 Behavioral	
Wellness is seeking women between the ages 
of	45	and	60	to	participate	in	research	studying	
the effects of certain hormones and medication 
on cognition in peri and postmenopausal wom-
en.	For	more	information,	please	call	Claudia	at	
(215) 41-STUDY.

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIED—RESEARCH

For	information,	call	(215)	898-5274	or	visit	
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

TALKS
17 Can Increasing Taxes Change Behavior and 
Improve Health?; Giridhar Mallya, Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health; Donald S. Kenkel, 
Cornell University; noon; Amado Recital Hall, Ir-
vine Auditorium; RSVP: www.med.upenn.edu/
cphi/PointCounterpoint.shtml (Center for Public 
Health Initiatives).
18 Written Sources for the History of Nurs-
ing: Spanish Legacy from Mexico to Florida and 
Louisiana (16th-19th Centuries); Antonio Claret 
García Martinez, Universidad de Huelva; Manu-
el Jesús García Martínez, Universidad de Sevilla; 
noon; rm. 435, Fagin Hall (Nursing).

8/26/13	 2:48	AM	 4600	Market	St	 Robbery/Arrest
8/27/13 5:15 PM 4300 Sansom St Indecent Assault
8/28/13	 2:18	PM	 4036	Spruce	St	 Aggravated	Assault
8/29/13 1:17 PM 4700 Spruce St Robbery/Arrest
8/29/13	 6:30	PM	 4700	Chestnut	St	 Robbery
8/30/13	 12:06	AM	 3801	Chestnut	St	 Assault
8/30/13 8:13 PM 4300 Baltimore Ave Robbery
8/30/13 10:34 PM 505 S Melville St Indecent Assault
8/30/13 11:29 PM 1 S 39th St Robbery 
8/31/13	 1:11	AM	 4600	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault
8/31/13	 1:50	AM	 4600	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault
8/31/13	 1:50	AM	 4600	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault	

POSTPONED:
Social Impact Speaker Series

Ashton Kutcher

8/29/13 11:40 AM 51 S 39th St Complainant threatened by male
8/31/13 12:52 PM 1 S 39th St Currency taken by male with handgun

6th Annual Scarecrow Design Contest at the Morris Arboretum
Morris Arboretum invites participation in the sixth annual Scarecrow Design Contest. 

All entries will be on display on the Scarecrow Walk at Morris Arboretum from Saturday, 
October 5 through Sunday, October 20. Frame, hay, burlap and twine are provided and the 
rest is up to you! Space is limited to 30 scarecrows. This popular contest fills up fast, so 
get your entry in early. Register by September 19 or September 13 and receive a $5 dis-
count per entry. Visitors of all ages will vote for their favorite scarecrows, and prizes will 
be awarded in various categories. This year, in addition to Fall Favorites scarecrows, par-
ticipants may create a scarecrow for the theme: What do I want to be when I grow up? 
For more information and to register: http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/arboretum/
events_scarecrow.shtml
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BENCHMARKS

What distinguishes human violence from the violent acts of a god, or 
from other forms of aggression in the natural world? An especially cru-
el and brutal act can lead us to label its human perpetrator a “beast,” but 
are there true parallels in the animal kingdom for the bizarre and jarring-
ly imaginative forms of human violence? Is it “natural” for children to 
act violently? To what extent should they, or any of us, be held account-
able for violent acts? Can we condemn such acts as always wrong, or are 
there sound ethical frameworks for distinguishing between just and unjust 
uses of physical force? Do education and learning make us less inclined 
to violence, or do they instead provide alibis for our violent acts, help-
ing us to construct more elaborate criteria of justification? If, ultimate-
ly, violence is inextricable from life itself, how have we tried to accom-
modate or creatively direct it—through religion, culture, ritual, or play?   
While some recent studies claim to document a dramatic decline of hu-
man violence over the centuries, others argue that violence has escalated 
to the point where war is now the primary organizing principle of soci-
ety and the rule of law has been indefinitely suspended. Everyone seems 
to agree that less violence is better than more, but we lack consensus re-
garding its reasonable limits in a democratic society. Citizens should pos-
sess the right to critique those in power and to resist illegitimate forms of 
state violence, but the extent of such rights is itself constantly shifting and 
evolving through violent clashes and struggles. Democratic states distin-
guish, for example, between violent and non-violent protesters, and be-
tween terrorists and freedom fighters. Yet such distinctions often seem to 
be inconsistently applied, having more to do with political ideology than 
with dependable rules and standards. 

How can scholars in fields such as political science, history, philoso-
phy, and war studies help us grapple with these conundrums? Do moments 
of the law’s failure or suspension signal the need for a fundamental re-
structuring of society, or are they simply features of democracy as usual? 
Are we even capable of imagining better ways to deal with violence than 
the seemingly ineffective responses of our contemporary societies, from 
therapy to the death penalty? 

Overt physical conflict is of course only one facet of violence, which 
often takes more obscure and elusive forms. Scholars studying risk, for 
example, attend to those vulnerable to natural and environmental disas-
ters, the victims of water or air pollution, radiation, “violent” storms, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis: “eco-refugees” and “climactic asylum seek-
ers.” Are more of us at increasingly greater risk from environmental catas-
trophe? If so, what is a proper response to violence in this potential or sta-
tistical form? Economic violence can be similarly difficult to pin down or 

even to recognize as violence. It is hard to dispute Karl Marx’s contention 
that capitalism depends for its very existence on “explosions, cataclysms, 
and crises,” but the crises of capitalism can often present themselves in 
the maddeningly opaque form of rising rates, falling values, widening ra-
tios. How can we penetrate such abstractions to understand the violence 
they represent to actual people and places—not least, those designated as 
“prone to violence”? 

Although racism, like other forms of stigmatization, can take the form 
of physically harmful acts, it also operates via symbolic violence, through 
the circulation of racially charged language and images whose effect is of-
ten more elusive and harder to measure, as scholars of literature, art histo-
ry, sociology, and philosophy have shown. Too, as legally sanctioned rac-
ism begins to be dismantled, racist violence adopts different guises. How 
do we begin to assess these transformations in the way racist violence op-
erates within fields like anthropology, political history, and Africana stud-
ies? What new modes of analysis and resistance do these alterations re-
quire us to develop?

Discussions of violence and gender often focus on the gross asymme-
try of violence between men and women. UN Women confirms that “wom-
en bear the brunt of modern conflicts,” that rape is often used as “weap-
on of war,” and that even in the US, away from the scene of military con-
flict, nearly one in four women are beaten or raped by a partner in adult-
hood. Scholars working within the realm of Gender and Sexuality Stud-
ies must foreground these startlingly gendered statistics, even as we guard 
against regressive notions of masculine and feminine essences, and even 
as we admit the powerful and productive role violence can play in sexual 
fantasies and experiences of pleasure.

Violence, after all, has a profound place in our literature, music, and 
visual arts: in Assyrian reliefs, Greek tragedies, slapstick comedy, war re-
quiems, video games. Is art complicitous in the transmission of violence 
from one age to the next? How do we measure the force of iconoclastic 
acts of violence against images that represent particular people or belief-
systems? Does the spectacle of violence provide a catharsis that enables 
us, collectively, to accept the unacceptable, even to welcome it? In 1949, 
Theodor Adorno famously claimed that to write poetry after Auschwitz 
would be barbaric, but this statement calls less for the end of artistic pro-
duction than for a deeper understanding of the complex entanglement be-
tween violence and culture. 

We invite scholars, students, and members of the public to join us for 
the 2013–2014 Penn Humanities Forum on Violence! 

—Karen Beckman, Topic Director  
—James English, Director, Penn Humanities Forum

Penn Humanities Forum on Violence
2013–2014

September 25: Michelle Alexander, associ-
ate professor of law, Ohio State; Dr. S.T. Lee 
Distinguished Lecture in the Humanities—
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblind-
ness at Penn Museum. 

October 2: Ania Loomba, Catherine Bryson 
Professor of English, Penn; The Violence of 
Gandhi’s Non-Violence; at Penn Museum. 

October 16: Christian Davenport, professor 
of political science, University of Michigan; 
Indian Untouchability; at Penn Museum. 

November 6: Daedalus Quartet with Charlie 
Abramovic and Randy Scarlotta; Music from 
Exile, at Penn Museum. Tickets: www.phf.
upenn.edu/ general: $15; students: $7.50.

November 13: Lars-Erik Cederman, professor 
of international conflict research, ETH Zürich; 
Inequality and Violence; at Van Pelt Library.

December 4: C. Brian Rose; James B. 
Pritchard Professor of Archaeology, Penn; Ar-
chaeology and War in Iraq and Afghanistan; at 
Penn Museum. 

Cinema of resistance: Penn Museum Second 
Sunday Culture Films: Second Sundays, Octo-
ber 2013–February 2014; at Penn Museum. 

January 22: Zainab Bahrani, Edith Porada 
Professor of Ancient Near Eastern Art and Ar-
chaeology, Columbia; The Monumental Force 
of Law (Registration Closed).

January 29: Deborah Thomas, professor of 
anthropology, Penn; Archiving State Violence; 
at Penn Museum. 

February 21: Kara Walker, Artist, with 
Charles Bernstein, Donald T. Regan Professor 
of English and Comparative Literature, Penn; R. 
Jean Brownlee Lecture in Women’s Studies, Vio-
lence in Contemporary Art; at Penn Museum. 

February 26: Gayle Salamon, assistant pro-
fessor of English & gender and sexuality stud-
ies, Princeton; The Murder of Larry King; at 
Penn Museum. 

March 19: Michael Mann, Distinguished 
Professor of Meteorology and Director, Earth 
System Science Center, Penn State, with Ben 
Horton, professor, Institute of Marine and 
Coastal Sciences, Rutgers; Climate Wars; at 
Penn Museum. 

April 2: Cy Twombly’s Fifty Days at Iliam 
25th Anniversary Gallery Installation Tour by 
Carlos Basualdo, Philadelphia Museum of Art 
(Registration Closed).

April 9: Jacquelyn Campbell, Anna D. Wolf 
Chair and Professor of Nursing, Johns Hop-
kins; Domestic Violence and Medical Ethics; 
at Penn Museum. Note: This event has been re-
scheduled from its original date of October 30 

Women	film	the	war	on	terror	Film Series: 
February 5, February 19, March 5, March 26; 
at International House.


