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Tomas J. Philipson is the Daniel Levin Professor of Public Policy Studies in the Irving B. Harris Graduate School 
of Public Policy Studies. He is an associate member of the Department of Economics and a former senior lecturer at 
the Law School. His research focus is on health economics, and he teaches master's and PhD courses in 
microeconomics and health economics at the University.  Philipson was born and raised in Sweden where he 
obtained his undergraduate degree in mathematics at Uppsala University. He received his MA and PhD in 
economics from the Wharton School and the University of Pennsylvania. He joined the University of Chicago as a 
postdoctoral fellow in 1989 and thereafter joined the faculty. He was a visiting faculty member at Yale University in 
the academic year 1994-95 and a visiting fellow at the World Bank in the winter of 2003.  Philipson served as a 
senior health care advisor for Senator John McCain's 2008 campaign for President of the United States. He was on 
leave from the University to serve in the Bush Administration as the senior economic advisor to the head of the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) during 2003-04 and subsequently as the senior economic advisor to the head 
of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in 2004-05. 
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