BRIEF SUMMARY OF REVISED NIH PUBLIC ACCESS POLICY
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has released its revised Public Access Policy which is effective April 7, 2008.  Under a new federal law, the NIH is requiring that “all investigators funded by the NIH submit or have submitted for them to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for publication, to be made publicly available no later than 12 months after the official date of publication: Provided, That the NIH shall implement the public access policy in a manner consistent with copyright law.”

The specifics of this policy are as follows:
1. The NIH Public Access Policy applies to all peer-reviewed articles that arise, in whole or in part, from direct costs funded by NIH, or from NIH staff, that are accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008.  
2. Institutions and investigators are responsible for ensuring that any publishing or copyright agreements concerning submitted articles fully comply with this Policy. 
3. PubMed Central (PMC) is the NIH digital archive of full-text, peer-reviewed journal articles.  Its content is publicly accessible and integrated with other databases. (http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/). 
4. The final, peer-reviewed manuscript includes all graphics and supplemental materials that are associated with the article.  
5. Beginning May 25, 2008, anyone submitting an application, proposal or progress report to the NIH must include the PMC or NIH Manuscript Submission reference number when citing applicable articles that arise from their NIH funded research. This policy includes applications submitted to the NIH for the May 25, 2008 due date and subsequent due dates. 

Compliance with this Policy is a statutory requirement and a term and condition of the grant award and cooperative agreement, in accordance with the NIH Grants Policy Statement.   For contracts, NIH includes this requirement in all R&D solicitations and awards under Section H, Special Contract Requirements, in accordance with the Uniform Contract Format.
What does this mean to Penn NIH-funded investigators?  For peer-reviewed manuscripts, resulting from NIH funded activities, accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008, Penn authors must submit the final version of the manuscript, and accompanying files, to PMC. Many journals will submit articles to PMC on behalf of the author. See http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm for a list of these journals. For other journals the manuscript must be submitted using the NIH Manuscript Submission System (NIHMS).  The NIHMS is easy to use and submission can be done by the author or a third party in their lab or department. The Biomedical Library will be offering a submission service. Contact Anne Seymour (215-898-4115, seymoura@mail.med.upenn.edu) for more information or questions about the Policy. 

In addition, authors must ensure that agreements with publishers permit the submission of the author’s manuscript to the NIH.  In order to assist the author comply with this requirement, Penn has made available a letter on the Office of Research Services website (www.upenn.edu/researchservices) that can be submitted with a manuscript to alert the publisher that the manuscript is subject to the NIH policy and a sample addendum that can be executed between a publisher and author that confirms the Author’s right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to the NIH.
Once the manuscript is submitted to PMC, a NIHMS ID number will be assigned, and once it is available to the public in PubMed Central, it will be assigned a PMC number.

Effective May 25, 2008, the NIHMS ID or the PMC ID numbers must be included for any articles that arise from the investigator’s NIH funded research that were accepted for publication after April 7, 2008 and are cited in progress reports, new applications or competing renewals.

For additional information regarding this policy, please visit the resources listed below:

Penn Libraries webpage on the NIH Public Access Policy

http://www.library.upenn.edu/scholcomm/sc_NIH.html
Office of Research Services
http://www.upenn.edu/researchservices/
NIH Public Access Website

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/index.htm
Public Access Frequently Asked Questions

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm
Journals That Submit Articles To PubMed Central

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
PubMed Central

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov
FAQs: NIH Manuscript System (NIHMS)

http://www.nihms.nih.gov/faq.html
NIHMS System Slide Show

http://www.nihms.nih.gov/web-help/index.html
