
Waste 

 

 

The Greeks Going Green How-To guide is designed to complement the Certification Overview by providing instructions 
and resources for those criteria that may require additional information. Many of the items listed in this document 
require correspondence with OFSL Facilities and Chapter House Managers.  Some of the criteria require additional 
financial investment for materials and/or labor.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact Penn’s 
Green Campus Partnership by emailing sustainability@upenn.edu with “Greeks Going Green” in the subject line. 

 

W.2e We provide filtered water for members in the form of a stand-alone water purifier (Brita, Pur, etc.) or a 
faucet-mounted water purifier system. 

Visit http://www.ewg.org/tap-water/getawaterfilter#step3 for a guide on purchasing a water filter. This 
website can help you determine which type of water filter is best for your chapter house. 

For a basic refrigerator water purifier (Brita, Pur, etc.), you can find these for sale locally at stores like Fresh 
Grocer and CVS.  Many types are also available online. 

To install a faucet-mounted water purifier in a university-owned house, contact OFSL Facilities through their 
website by submitting a “Repair Request.”  Your chapter will be responsible for covering the costs of a 
purifier unit and installation.  Speak with your chapter’s House Manager regarding associated costs.  Chapter 
houses that are not University-owned should contact their House Manager to determine how to facilitate this 
purchase and installation. 

 

W.4 Our House Manager and/or Eco-Rep have arranged with OFSL Facilities for regular recycling pickup, in 
addition to trash pickup each week. 

If your chapter house is interested in establishing a recycling pickup program, contact OFSL Facilities through 
their website by submitting a “Repair Request”. Chapter houses that are not University-owned should contact 
their House Manager to determine the proper steps to establish a recycling program with their landlord.  

 

W.5     We have reviewed proper recycling practices during at least one chapter meeting or through email to 
ensure that all members of our chapter are aware of proper recycling practices.  

Looking for posters that clarify recyclable materials and remind residents to recycle for your house? Go to 
http://www.upenn.edu/sustainability/resources/posters.html for printable versions. 

For a comprehensive list of recyclable and non-recyclable materials visit:  
http://www.facilities.upenn.edu/sustain_wast.php. 

 

W.7  We provide recycling bins in all common rooms where trash bins are present. 

Many stores near campus, such as Fresh Grocer, CVS, and the Penn Bookstore, carry personal recycling bins 
for use inside bedrooms. Chapter members can personal bins for themselves or speak with their chapter’s 
House Manager or Eco-Rep to see if there is a budget to purchase bins for house residents.  

Larger recycling bins for common rooms are provided by Penn’s Green Campus Partnership and are available 
free of charge at OFSL’s building, 3933 Walnut St., during normal office hours. 
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Energy & Water 

W.8 Recycling bins in common spaces have blue liners/bags so that members and housekeepers understand 
they are recycling receptacles. 

Blue bags are a simple and effective way to make sure house residents, visitors, and housekeepers 
understand the difference between recycling and trash receptacles.  Purchasing blue bags from your house 
budget for your recycling containers should be a minimal cost and help the recycling efforts in your house. 

Speak with your House Manager to determine how to acquire blue bags from either OFSL Facilities or your 
landlord. 

  

 

 

 

WE.3a   Our House Manager makes sure that when maintenance replaces a light bulb, they use a CFL.   

OFSL Facilities or your chapter house landlord is responsible for replacing ceiling and wall-mounted light 
bulbs inside your chapter house.  

When requesting a bulb change, make sure you specify that you want a CFL installed instead of an 
incandescent light bulb.  CFLs will save your chapter house money and reduce energy usage. 

 

WE.4  We keep the thermostat at 68°F in the winter to help conserve energy.   

If you have direct access to your house’s thermostat, make sure the temperature stays at 68°F during cold 
seasons to significantly reduce energy usage and reduce the cost of heating.  This is one of the ways you can 
make the biggest difference in your house’s energy footprint. 

If your thermostat is locked or inaccessible, contact OFSL Facilities through their website by submitting a 
“Repair Request” or your chapter house landlord. 

Not all University-owned houses have a controllable thermostat.  If your house is interested in purchasing a 
controllable thermostat, speak with your House Manager to facilitate this request.  Purchasing and installing 
a thermostat should not be a significant monetary investment, but will cost some money from your house’s 
budget. 

 

WE.5     We have sealed/insulated our windows and doors to prevent excessive heating/cooling and to help 
prevent drafts.  

There are many simple and cost-effective ways to insulate windows and doors from drafts. Foam adhesives, 
foam sprays, fabric snakes, door sweeps, and curtains are just a few inexpensive options.  Speak with your 
House Manager to explore options for installing insulation through your house budget. 

For ideas on window insulation, visit http://tlc.howstuffworks.com/home/great-ways-insulate-windows.htm. 
For ideas on door insulation, visit http://www.diynetwork.com/projects/how-to-insulate-an-exterior-
door/index.html.  

 

WE.7     We have contacted OFSL Facilities and had them: (a) turn down the water heater’s maximum temperature 
and/or (b) install insulation for our water heater and hot water lines. 

Smart management and insulation of your house’s hot water heater is relatively simple and can reduce 
energy costs by 4 – 9%

i
.   

To modify the hot water heater in a University-owned house, contact OFSL Facilities through their website by 
submitting a “Repair Request”, or contact your house’s landlord to explore these options. 
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Community Engagement 

WE.12   We have contacted OFSL Facilities and had them install: (a) kitchen and/or bathroom sink aerators to help 
reduce our water consumption and/or (b) low-flow showerheads. 

Installing basic sink aerators and low-flow showerheads can reduce your house’s water footprint by 
thousands of gallons annually.  These should be available at a low cost and will also reduce your house’s 
water bill. 

To modify the sinks/showers in a University-owned house, contact OFSL Facilities through their website by 
submitting a “Repair Request”. Chapter houses that are not University-owned should contact their House 
Manager to help facilitate this request. 

 

 

 

CE.1 Our chapter has elected an Eco-Rep to help address sustainability issues. 

 The Greek Eco-Reps program is an environmental leadership program open to all fraternity and sorority 
members that focuses on raising awareness of environmental issues and encouraging sustainable practices in 
Penn’s Greek community. Applications are due in the Fall, and all chapters are encouraged to elect a Greek 
Eco-Rep for their fraternity or sorority.   

Speak with your chapter’s President or House Exec Board to make sure your chapter has an Eco-Rep.  
Download an application and read about the program here. 

 

CE.2     We incorporate sustainability education into at least one new member education program each spring – 
regardless of whether or not the new members intend to live in the chapter house.  

When new members join your fraternity or sorority, it’s important to set the tone and let them know 
environmental sustainability is a priority for your chapter.  Talk to them about your house’s sustainability 
practices, so that information is passed on each year and sustainability practices remain in effect. 

A review of in-house recycling should include the location of recycling bins in the common rooms, what 
materials are recyclable, and which materials are considered trash. 

A review of laundry/dishwashing should include the policy that the majority of laundry loads should be done 
in the cold water/bright colors setting and that all loads should be full.  Inform members that washing 
machines use the same amount of energy and water no matter how small the load and that 90% of the 
energy consumed by washing machines is devoted to heating water.  

A review of energy conservation practices should remind individuals to turn off lights and shut windows when 
leaving rooms for extended periods, to unplug appliances when leaving for holiday breaks, and to try and 
conserve energy by using power strips or turning off appliances when not in use. 

 

CE.3     We educate all in-house members during Move-In about chapter house sustainability practices.   

Whether you distribute a sustainability pamphlet to residents, have your chapter’s sustainability practices 
posted on a wall, or conduct a sustainability information session during a chapter meeting, completing this 
criterion requires that all chapter members living in the chapter house receive some information about the 
house’s commitment to sustainable behavior.  This is a great way to make sure everyone understands house 
sustainability practices heading into the year. 
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CE.6    We pledge to reduce energy consumption during Penn’s Power Down Challenge and/or participate in other 
events hosted by Penn’s Green Campus Partnership.  

Every year, Penn’s Green Campus Partnership organizes the Power Down Challenge – a building energy 
reduction competition on campus. Although Greek chapter houses are not currently metered during the 
competition period, they can still pledge to reduce their energy consumption and be more aware of their 
energy usage during this time.  

In addition, Penn’s Green Campus Partnership offers many other opportunities for students to get involved 
with sustainability initiatives on campus. Visit www.upenn.edu/sustainability to find out ways to get involved. 

 

CE.7    We have a designated individual to identify and report leaks and inefficiencies, such as dripping shower 
heads, leaky faucets, broken/drafty windows, running toilets, etc.  

Designate someone in your chapter house to make sure energy inefficiencies are reported.  Although a 
leaking facet or drafty window can seem normal in an old house, these are issues that can be fixed and will 
generate significant energy savings over time. 

Leaks and similar issues should be reported to OFSL Facilities by submitting a “Repair Request” on their 
website or to your chapter’s landlord company. 

 

CE.9   We have worked with our chapter’s chef to buy sustainable foods for house meals regularly (every week) 
OR occasionally (twice a month).   

CE.10 Some residents in our chapter house purchase sustainable foods for their personal groceries. 

Dietary choices have a significant impact on global water and energy use. 

Talk to your chapter’s chef about incorporating sustainable foods into their regular grocery list, and 
encourage chapter members to do the same.  For more information on sustainable food options, visit Slow 
Food Philadelphia. 

Locally-grown, organic, and free-range options are available at the weekly farmers’ market outside the Penn 
Bookstore, the Clark Park Farmers’ Market, Whole Foods Market, Reading Terminal Market, Mariposa Co-Op, 
and other nearby grocery stores.  

 

CE.11 We purchase environmentally-friendly cleaning products with non-toxic ingredients. 

Purchasing non-toxic cleaning products helps to minimize the amount of harsh chemical ingredients going to 
water treatment facilities and reaching Philadelphia’s rivers.  Consider purchasing non-toxic products for your 
chapter house.  Many of these products are just as effective at cleaning surfaces and are also better for the 
air that chapter house residents breathe. 

If you live in a University-owned chapter house, contact OFSL Facilities through their website by submitting a 
“Repair Request” to discuss purchasing alternative cleaning products, or contact your house’s landlord 
company. 

 

CE.13   We purchase paper products (toilet paper, tissues, paper towels) with a minimum of 30% post-consumer 
waste content / 100% post-consumer waste content / unbleached or chlorine-free / Forestry Stewardship 
Council-certified. 

Many sustainable paper products are available at nearly the same cost as conventional virgin-paper products.  
These products help promote the value of recycled paper, reduce the large-scale clearing of trees and forests, 
and minimize the amount of chemicals going down the drain. 

To explore the purchasing of sustainable paper products, University-owned houses should contact OFSL 
Facilities through their website by submitting a “Repair Request.”  If you live in a non-University owned 
chapter house, speak with house’s landlord. 
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CE.14 We purchase coreless toilet paper. 

 Purchasing coreless toilet paper is an easy way to minimize unnecessary paper through source reduction. 

 Speak with your House Manager to discuss options for purchasing coreless toilet paper.  University-owned 
houses, will need to work with OFSL Facilities through their website. Chapter houses that are not University-
owned should speak with their landlord company about this purchase. 

 

CE.15   We purchase renewable electricity (wind-power, etc.) from our electricity provider.  

Many local electricity suppliers offer renewable energy options to customers at almost the same price.  Visit 
PA Power Switch for more information on electricity suppliers or contact your electricity provider to ask 
about purchasing renewable energy. 

This option is only available for non-University chapter houses.  All houses owned by Penn receive their 
electricity through the University’s electricity purchasing contracts. 

 

CE.17 We have a bike rack at our chapter house to encourage the use of alternative, eco-friendly transportation 
and have coordinated with Penn’s Green Campus Partnership for appropriate placement. 

Bike racks are a great way to promote bicycling among chapter house residents.  Purchasing and installing a 
rack may be a larger monetary investment. 

If your chapter house is interested in installing a bike rack, please correspond with Penn’s Green Campus 
Partnership in advance by emailing sustainability@upenn.edu to discuss placement and installation options. 

                                                
i
 http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=13070 
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