
Situated near the heart of Philadelphia, Penn is dedicated to promoting a sustainable culture and implementing environmentally-conscious policies through its research, 
teaching, and operational practices.  The University created a Climate Action Plan after President Amy Gutmann signed the American College and University President’s 
Climate Commitment in 2007, pledging to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases.  The Climate Action Plan serves as a road map for reducing Penn’s carbon footprint 
and enhancing its overall sustainability.  Our approach to sustainability continues to be holistic, incorporating initiatives in energy conservation, green buildings, waste 
reduction, sustainable campus operations, and academics.  This self-guided tour highlights some of the innovative, green features across campus.
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Penn’s campus is home to many buildings that serve as models of 
innovative sustainable design and construction, including seven 
LEED certified spaces, as of 2012, and more on the way.  Since 
2009, all new construction and major renovations are required to 
achieve a minimum of LEED Silver.
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Penn Park is the centerpiece of Penn Connects, the campus masterplan, and was designed 
to state-of-the-art levels of environmental sustainability.  The park’s self-sustaining 
stormwater drainage and containment system collects and stores rain water in an 
underground cistern.  By capturing the first inch of rain water, the park reduces the 
amount of stormwater that goes into the overtaxed city stormwater system and retains 
water to sustain vegetation in dryer times.  Recycled turf fields eliminate the need for 
annual re-seeding, fertilizing, and mowing, as well as irrigation.  Recycled materials 
are used throughout the park and LED lights garner significant energy savings.

Penn Park1

Shoemaker Green was selected as a pilot for the Sustainable Sites Initiative (SITES), 
which is the first rating system for green landscape design, construction, and 
maintenance in the U.S.  The design of Shoemaker Green utilizes native plants and best 
practices in stormwater management, including a rain garden and porous pavement, 
making it a hallmark for environmental design on campus.    

Shoemaker Green2

The LEED Gold Certified George A. Weiss Pavilion exhibits one of the University’s 
oldest architectural traditions – preservation through adaptive reuse.  The project’s 
innovative combination of excavation and infill has redefined Franklin Field, Penn’s 
hundred-year-old football stadium, and has added new usable space without 
increasing the building’s footprint.  The excavated soil from the site was utilized in 
the construction of Penn Park.  While natural light accompanies views to Penn Park 
and Shoemaker Green, glass panels allow daylight to reach the basement, which 
houses a state-of-the-art varsity strength and conditioning center.

Weiss Pavilion3

The Krishna P. Singh Center for Nanotechnology is a physical expression of Penn’s 
commitment to interdisciplinary learning and research, as it houses departments 
from the School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences.  The building has received LEED Gold certification and includes a green 
roof and energy efficient labs and equipment.  The building is defined by its central 
green space and marks the eastern academic gateway to Penn’s campus.

Singh Center for Nanotechnology4

Big Belly compactors use a solar panel located on top of the unit to power compaction, 
allowing them to hold four times more trash or recycling than a regular can.  The 
bins can be emptied less frequently, reducing collection trips.  

Big Belly Waste System and Penn Transit Low Emissions Vehicles5

The Castle Fraternity House is a great example of how the Penn Green Fund catalyzes 
sustainability activities across campus.  The Penn Green Fund provides seed funding 
to students, faculty, and staff, up to $50,000, for innovative sustainability projects on 
campus.  This project included implementation of building energy retrofits for the 
Castle and educational programming.  The brothers of the Castle hosted a series of 
informational events about sustainability and their Green Fund project to educate 
their chapter, the Greek community, and the wider campus community..

Castle Fraternity House7

The Penn Garden, another Penn Green Fund project, was designed and built, and is 
cared for, by Penn students.  In previous years, students partnered with Bon Appétit 
during Food Week to educate their peers about local food.  Students organize garden 
work days throughout the Spring and Fall, and volunteers can take produce home 
after the work day.

Penn Garden9

Joe’s Café achieved LEED Gold designation for its commercial interior renovation, 
food-service practices, recycling, composting, and chemical-free cleaning methods.  
The Café was designed to recycle or compost 50 percent by volume of its waste.  
They purchase food and drink produced seasonally and within 150 miles, as well as 
hormone- and antibiotic-free meat and dairy, vegetarian-fed beef, Certified Humane 
eggs, fish sourced using the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines, 
dolphin-safe tuna, and Fair Trade and Certified Organic coffee.  Finally, Joe’s Café 
includes an educational program on sustainable food.  

Joe’s Café8

The renovated and expanded Music Building was Penn’s first LEED Gold building. 
Constructed with sustainable practices, 95% of non-hazardous construction debris was 
recycled or salvaged. The high performance building facade works with terra cotta 
rain screens and sunshades to reduce heating and cooling loads, and offers natural 
daylight and ventilation to occupants. Built as an orphanage, today the facility meets 
the modern needs of the department and respects the historic structure.
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